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IWOA AND TREE FARMERS 

BOTH HOLD FALL FIELD DAYS 
 

Both the IWOA and Tree Farmers of Iowa held 

their fall field days and both were well attended. 

IWOA board member Ed Kocal reports that the 

IWOA held on October 27 was a great success!  In 

all, there were close to 140 attendees including a 

dozen or so Walnut Council members who attended 

their meeting earlier that morning.  Larry Krotz 

from Washington (Iowa) hosted the event on his 

mostly seed-planted woodland. Larry shared some 

of his 50+ years of experience in establishing forest 

from pastureland. This included a demonstration of 

a homemade seed planting implement used on the 

rear of a tractor. Dr. Billy Beck from ISU put on an 

interesting session about streambank erosion at a 

site on Larry’s property where this is an issue.  

Thank you again Larry for sharing your story and 

showing that persistence and hard work can 

overcome obstacles when establishing trees! Larry 

was also awarded the IWOA Woodland Owner of 

the Year Award. 
 

 
 

IWOA board member Ed Kocal (left) presents 

Larry Krotz with the IWOA Woodland 

Owner of the Year Award. 
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The Tree Farmers Fall Field Day was held at the 

farm of Chuck Hinton near Shell Rock on 

September 29. Over 90 people were in attendance 

and Hinton received the Iowa Tree Farmer of the 

Year award. The 530 acre farm is a mix of forest, 

CRP grasslands, river, wetlands, food plots, and has 

some farmstead buildings. It has been under the 

guidance of a Forest Stewardship Plan since 1992. 

Consulting Forester Gary Beyer says of the Hinton 

property: “This is one of the best examples of 

managing a property for woodland, wildlife, 

erosion control, water quality, and air quality that I 

know of.” Topics covered during the field day 

included reforestation with direct seeding and 

traditional tree planting, Wood Turtle Research and 

Ecology, Walnut Timber Stand Crop Tree Release, 

Timber Markets and Marketing; CRP Deeding, 

Timber Talk 
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Pollinator & Prairie; and Conservation Stewardship 

Program Basics. 
 

 
 

Chuck Hinton and his wife Rhonda with the 

2022 Iowa Tree Farmer of the Year award 
 

 
 

2020 DERECHO–2 YEARS LATER 
By Larry Wiley, Past-president of IWOA 

 

In an earlier article I listed the damage we 

sustained from the August 2020 derecho. Over the 

last two years much has been accomplished, with 

much still to do. 

My priority was to clear the main trails so I 

could get to the more recent tree plantings. I needed 

to remove debris and fallen limbs/trees from those 

younger trees and make sure they were upright, so I 

could mow around them and provide other 

maintenance as needed. The last of the main trails 

was cleared on August 16
th

, 2021.  I just finished 

(October 2022) clearing the downed trees from the 

North end of an earlier tree planting and still have 

one planting that hasn’t received much attention. 

I’m hoping to get to that this winter. There are still 

numerous side trails that remain blocked. 

The first winter (2020-2021) was mostly devoted 

to salvaging soft maple logs before they stained. 

The second winter (2021-2022) I focused on 

salvaging the walnut logs. In total I have salvaged 

approximately 26,000 board feet of logs. Over 4000 

of that were walnut logs, the balance was maple and 

ash along with 6000 BF of pallet grade logs. In the 

process, smaller logs were salvaged and cut for 

firewood sales and stove wood. I have split over 50 

cords of wood since the derecho.  Finding firewood 

logs is not difficult! 

We planted 38 trees in the spring of 2021, as a 

result of unclaimed trees from a school project.  The 

latest project is to clear an area for 200 seedlings in 

the spring of 2023.  I initially entered an area to 

retrieve a few logs to be cut for firewood.  The 

result was a considerable open area which I am 

expanding for the tree planting.  Lots of firewood 

logs and about 3200 board feet of pallet grade logs 

have been salvaged from less than an acre.  My 

philosophy has been to save the best and burn the 

rest.  Many brush piles have been burned.   

These plantings are small steps to replacing all 

the trees lost.  However, it’s a start. 

There are still areas I haven’t been into.  With all 

the weeds and brush, it’s almost impossible to see 

or walk through. Using the grapple bucket to make 

a trail or clear around a fallen tree to cut up makes 

life a lot easier. Also winching trees or tops into an 

open area makes it more comfortable and safer to 

work up.  

This spring the undergrowth has taken over the 

woods. With a severely reduced or no canopy the 

canary grass, vines, and weeds have taken over the 

floor and spread profusely. At that point my priority 

changed to cleanup. There were several buildings 

that were destroyed in the derecho that needed to be 

tended to. The barn was dismantled and much of it 

burned in a large fire pit. The nails are buried in the 

pit and the barn site leveled. A guy wanting scrap 

metal was a great help in removing roofing and 

various other scrap metal and hauling it away. The 

same for the cattle shed and 3 other small out- 

buildings. The saved contents from the machine 

shed and barn have been relocated to the new 

building that was completed in July of 2021. The 

shingles on the house were replaced in the spring of 

2021. I think we are done with the buildings. All 

that remains is a trip to the landfill with some trash. 

So much time is spent on recovering from the 

derecho that many tasks such as TSI, invasive 

species control, pruning, etc. haven’t gotten the 

attention they otherwise deserve.  I try to keep up 

with the most urgent needs.   

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://24.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_mcrv6vNv6W1qit2sxo1_r2_1280.png&imgrefurl=http://signifikat.tumblr.com/post/34713991917&h=444&w=1280&sz=26&tbnid=mNWGXuHrFRHrcM:&tbnh=42&tbnw=120&prev=/search?q=tree+branch+clip+art+free&tbm=isch&tbo=u&zoom=1&q=tree+branch+clip+art+free&usg=__VeiSUfaySN9RZnl2p7hCzyyEhcQ=&docid=C5PoIEywo_gN-M&sa=X&ei=7P3IUbD9AeXW0gHY-4H4Aw&ved=0CDIQ9QEwAg&dur=46
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All work and no play gets to be old.  I have been 

able to put up deer stands along the open trails and 

cleared areas.  I have even had some success.  We 

have even taken time for camping and traveling.  

Also, grandkid activities.  This gives me a chance to 

rest and reenergize to continue with the cleanup 

projects.   

We will likely be cleaning up and restoring our 

tree farm for several years to come, although many 

areas look promising.  Most pole size oak and 

walnut trees (less than 10” dia.) were mostly 

unaffected, though some have a bit of “derecho 

lean”.  With these areas and several recent tree 

plantings, I at least have a vision for the future.  We 

still have a tree farm. 
 

“Larry has worked for many years in a 

challenging environment along the Cedar River to 

manage his forest resource for multiple uses 

through over 40 years of tree planting and other 

forest management activities like weed tree 

removal, crop tree release, and harvesting for saw 

logs and a road-side firewood business. The 

Derecho devastated his property and I think most 

people would have given up, but Larry did not. He 

put his head down and went back to work. I saw the 

property a few months after the storm and then 

recently and his progress has been amazing. He is a 

great example of a true Land Steward. Thanks to 

Larry's efforts this woodland resource will continue 

to provide multiple benefits for many years to 

come.” 

From Mark Vitosh, DNR District Forester: 
 

WHITE OAKS ARE DYING 

FROM MYSTERIOUS BLIGHT, 

DROUGHT 
 

By Erin Jordan 
 

This article appeared in the October 23, 2022 edition 

of the Cedar Rapids Gazette and is reprinted here with 

permission of the Gazette. 
 

AMANA, Iowa (AP) — For 10 years now, Iowa 

foresters have been watching century-old white 

oaks wither and die in just a few weeks. 

Trees with no visible insects or fungus are dying 

on ravines and ridge tops across the Midwest. 

Foresters can do little more than cut down the 

majestic trees and harvest them quickly to beat the 

rot. 

“A lot of the trees we’re seeing it on are 80 to 

150 years old,” said Mark Vitosh, Iowa Department 

of Natural Resources district forester for seven Iowa 

counties, including Linn, Johnson and Iowa. “It’s 

very concerning.” 

Tim Krauss and Sabrina Keiper are in charge of 

Iowa’s largest privately-owned timber land, 7,000 

acres owned by the Amana Society. 

The upland is mostly oak and hickory, the 

bottomland ruled by silver maple and cottonwood. 

Many of the trees date to when the Amana Colonies 

were established in the 1850s by German 

immigrants seeking religious freedom and 

communal living. 

“When they first started, the whole property was 

managed by church society,” Krauss said. “They cut 

wood for firewood and buildings as they needed it.” 

The Amana Society hired its first forester in the 

1960s and has worked since then to develop forest 

management plans. But now the plan has gone out 

the window with the white oak epidemic. 

“With this oak decline, we have two to three 

dead trees almost every other acre,” Krauss said. 

“We have to harvest the dead trees because we only 

have a year until they are no good. We can make 

our budget by just cutting dead trees. The downside 

is, they are not coming back.” 

With the big trees gone, increased sunlight on 

the forest floor has caused an explosion of invasive 

species and less-desirable trees, like hackberry and 

elm, Krauss said. 

Krauss led about 20 members of the Iowa 

chapter of the Society of American Foresters out 

into the timber Wednesday morning. 

“You can tell from the crispier leaves the 

branches are dying,” he said, pointing up at a stand 

of white oaks. 

Foresters agree climate change has played a role 

in the rapid decline of white oaks, with drought 

making the trees more vulnerable to disease or 

pests. The Amana trees also were hit by the Aug. 

10, 2020, derecho. 

“The most dominant trees seem to be the ones 

taking it on the chin,” said Joe Herring, an Iowa 

DNR forester based in Iowa Falls who visited the 

Amanas on Wednesday. He has seen dying white 

oaks in Eldora and other parts of north-central Iowa. 
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Sarah Bell, a district forester in Onawa, between 

Sioux City and Omaha, just east of the Missouri 

River, also is worried about rapid white oak decline. 

“Why are they not more concerned?” she asked, 

referring to the community at large. “Seems like it’s 

just us.” 

A GAME CHANGER 

Help is on the way. 

The U.S. Forest Service in collaboration with the 

Canadian Council of Forest Ministers is planning a 

pilot project with a new test kit that quickly can 

determine if a tree has oak wilt, a fungal disease 

traditionally hard to diagnose because samples can 

change by the time they arrive in a lab. 

“You drill through the bark to get a little wood,” 

explained Tivon Feeley, the Iowa DNR’s Forest 

Health Program leader. 

“It’s a DNA test that will tell us within about 5 

minutes whether it’s oak wilt or not. If it’s negative, 

it stays clear or a golden color. But if positive for 

oak wilt, it turns a bright blue or purplish color.” 

Iowa has been chosen to be part of the pilot, 

which means foresters will get thousands of kits 

next year to start testing white oaks. With aerial 

mapping, they can identify areas with a lot of dying 

trees. 

“This really is a game changer for us,” Feeley 

said. 

If oak wilt is confirmed, foresters can cut down 

that tree and possibly ones nearby to stop the 

spread. “We do see evidence that as we remove this 

tree, it does slow down,” he said. 

There are remedies to treat oak wilt, but that only 

would be done at the residential level, not in a 

7,000-acre timber land. 

While the pilot project tests will be free, Feeley 

worries they will be costly in the future. 

But there is a cost to doing nothing. Not only 

could the state lose another tree species, but white 

oaks are much more valuable than the trees taking 

their places. Krauss used a folding ruler to measure 

a fallen white oak he hauled out of the timber. 

The tree, straight and with few blemishes, could 

get $5 per board foot for veneer. Some oaks could 

sell for more than $1,000. This is compared to 

hackberry, mostly used for pallets. 

“Revenue will be good for the next 10 years 

probably, but once those high quality (white oak) 

trees are gone, it’s going to be a struggle,” Krauss 

said. 

CONSIDER NATIVE DECIDUOUS 

TREES AND SHRUBS FOR 

WINDBREAKS 
 

By Dr. Billy Beck, ISU Extension and Outreach 
 

Iowa’s windbreaks have lost functionality 
 

Windbreaks are critical farm infrastructure, 

providing Iowa producers with crop yield increases, 

livestock protection and gains, reduced soil erosion, 

diversified income sources, energy savings, wildlife 

habitat, recreation, and aesthetics. As I travel the 

state, however, I frequently observe windbreaks 

with a complete loss of functionality. This large-

scale loss is the result of many factors, including 

windbreak age, lack of proper maintenance, and 

impacts from extreme storm events and drought. At 

the core, these issues are exasperated by our historic 

reliance on a limited number of conifer species. 

Many windbreaks I’ve observed with near-zero 

functionality are comprised of a single, non-native, 

conifer species (e.g., blue spruce). We all know that 

native tree species perform best in Iowa’s variable 

climate. However, Iowa only has a handful of native 

conifers, and portions of Iowa have only one – 

eastern red cedar. In contrast, Iowa does have an 

extensive assemblage of native deciduous trees and 

shrubs – a large enough list to cover all of Iowa’s 

sites and geographic regions. To maximize 

windbreak functionality and longevity, it’s time we 

do away with our overwhelming reliance on 

conifers, and start considering deciduous trees and 

shrubs for Iowa windbreaks! 
 

 
 

Incorporation of native deciduous trees and shrubs in 

windbreaks may offer opportunities for income 

diversification, through sawtimber, fence posts, 

nuts/fruits, and ornamentals. Rotational grazing 

operation, Polk County. 
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Why deciduous? 
 

The year-round foliage and upright form of 

conifers make them nearly unbeatable for wind 

velocity reduction and privacy. Considering this, 

native (e.g., eastern redcedar) and non-native but 

hardy (e.g., Norway spruce) conifers should remain 

as significant components of our windbreaks. 

However, with diversity being the key to windbreak 

resiliency, functionality, and longevity, being open 

to deciduous trees and shrubs greatly increases our 

species selection options on a wide range of soils, 

sites, and geographic locations – areas where 

conifers have historically struggled. Wet, dry, 

clayey, sandy, and everything in between – there’s a 

list of native deciduous trees and shrubs that will 

work nicely on your site. 

Deciduous trees can deliver on winter wind 

velocity reduction, it just takes more of them. In 

general, it would take approximately five rows of 

leaf-droppers to match the wind protection provided 

by a single row of conifers. For faster protection, 

you may plant stock at a tighter spacing. However, 

you must be diligent to thin at the appropriate time 

(when crowns begin to touch) to ensure long-term 

vigor. In addition, it may be valuable to consider 

trees that exhibit some degree of marcescence – 

also known as winter leaf retention. While not as 

dense as conifer foliage, the retained leaves do add 

winter wind reduction value, privacy, beautification, 

and wildlife benefits. Notably species that exhibit 

marcescence include oaks, ironwood, and witch 

hazel. 
 

 
 

A number of species (e.g., oaks, ironwood) exhibit 

degrees of winter leaf retention – known as 

marcescence. Swamp white oak (Quercus bicolor) 

pictured. 

 

Incorporation of a diversity of native deciduous 

species also provides a multitude of compound 

benefits to Iowa’s farmers – notably, potential for 

income diversification and wildlife and pollinator 

habitat. In an example from Polk County, a 

rotational grazing operation used a solely-deciduous 

windbreak to protect a livestock winter feeding 

area. As added benefits, the producer plans to 

sustainably harvest saw timber, fence posts, 

fuelwood, and nuts from this planting. Addition of 

shrubs on the windward and leeward side of 

windbreaks may aid in wind lift, as well as provide 

diverse structure (e.g., smaller, multi-stem) that may 

be utilized by a wide range of wildlife species. 

Selecting a range of shrubs (and trees for that 

matter) that bloom at different times will act to 

extend the availability of critical fuel for pollinators 

throughout the growing season. Not to mention 

delicious edible fruits for you!    
 

Resources and next steps 
 

Selecting the right deciduous tree and shrub 

species to match your site conditions AND achieve 

your windbreak functionality goals is an important 

decision. Your first stop should be your county 

USDA Service Center. From there, Natural 

Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) staff will 

work with you to design your windbreak, and select 

the appropriate species to achieve your goals. 

Private forestry consultants may also be able to 

assist in this matter. Check out the ISU Natural 

Resource Stewardship Contacts webpage to find 

professionals that serve your county.   

For a chance to learn more on windbreaks, in an 

in-field setting, check out the Windbreak School 

(WBS) program – hosted by Iowa State University 

Extension, the Iowa Department of Natural 

Resources, and NRCS. Check the ISU Extension 

Forestry “Upcoming Events” webpage frequently 

for program dates and locations (note, WBS often 

occurs in late summer, to allow for ample time to 

plan and prepare for spring plantings). So, let’s start 

moving away from our conifer reliance, and start 

appreciating deciduous species for the diverse 

benefits they may provide to Iowa’s farmers! 

  

https://naturalresources.extension.iastate.edu/contacts
https://naturalresources.extension.iastate.edu/contacts
https://naturalresources.extension.iastate.edu/events/list?tid=602
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FUTURE FOREST PROGRAM AT 

SCOUT CAMP MITIGWA 
 

By Steve Lekwa 
 

The scout camp on the west bank of the Des 

Moines River south of Boone known as Camp 

Mitigwa celebrated its 100
th

 anniversary this year! 

The forested ridges and valleys of the camp have 

not been grazed or logged in all that time. That’s a 

rare claim for any Iowa forest! Even forests get old, 

though. Many of the oaks that dominate the 

woodland are mature. It became necessary to begin 

removing some of the declining older trees that had 

become hazards around the heavily used activity 

areas. The Council Committee that oversees camp 

operations appointed a subcommittee to explore 

ways to insure that the camp’s forested areas were 

well managed to insure that they remain safe and 

healthy. 

The Camp Mitigwa Future Forest Program was 

created in 2013. The program was fortunate to be 

able to partner with Iowa Native Trees and Shrubs, 

an outstanding tree nursery just a few miles south of 

the camp. They raise a diverse variety of local 

ecotype trees and shrubs from seed sources around 

Iowa; including some from the camp itself. Their 

container-grown trees have proved to be excellent 

in quality. Well over 200 trees have been planted 

since that first effort in the fall of 2013. They have 

enjoyed a survival rate of over 95%; thanks in no 

small part to the volunteer efforts of many dozens 

of scouts and their adult leaders, as well as 

Mitigwa’s camp staff.  

Camp Mitigwa has a very healthy deer herd, and 

it became clear that every newly planted tree would 

need protection from their browsing if they were to 

survive. Welded wire fence enclosures are made 

and secured around steel posts for every new tree. 

Chipped wood mulch was part of each new 

planting. Much of the planting effort has been by 

the scouts, themselves. Staff and volunteers carry 

water to newly planted trees when conditions 

become too hot and dry. A five-gallon bucket with 

trickle holes is now installed with each new tree to 

facilitate more efficient watering with the camp’s 

pump-driven water wagon. The 2020 derecho 

caused severe damage around the camp, but almost 

all of the newly planted trees survived without 

major damage.  

Bur, white, and red oaks dominate the tree 

canopy around the camp, but a wide variety of other 

species can be found. They include black maple, 

basswood, black walnut, white ash, hop hornbeam, 

American hornbeam, hackberry, black cherry, a few 

slippery elms, a few chinquapin oaks, and more. 

While the oak species already present in camp 

remain an important part of new plantings, there has 

been a serious effort to increase species diversity 

around the camp activity areas. New trees are 

matched to their preferred growing conditions. New 

species introduced in the planting program have 

included shingle oak, swamp white oak, black oak, 

Ohio buckeye, Kentucky coffee, bigtooth aspen, 

catalpa, river birch, bitternut hickory, hybrid 

American elm, and tulip poplar. Native shrubs like 

hazelnut, dogwood, and vibernums will be added in 

future plantings, as will replacing some white pines 

that were devastated by the derecho.  

It’s sad to lose old, mature trees for any reason. 

The camp’s oaks face a variety of threats, and 

emerald ash borer has begun its relentless attack on 

the area’s ash trees. The Camp Mitigwa Future 

Forest Program, with its emphasis on ongoing care 

and species diversity, will help to insure that a 

healthy forest remains part of the camp’s second 

century!  
 

Steve Lekwa is a Story City native who graduated from ISU in 

1971 with a degree in Fisheries and Wildlife Biology. He 

retired after 38 years with Story County Conservation in 2011, 

but continues to pursue a variety of outdoor activities (among 

them outdoor writing). He is married to Susan, a retired music 

teacher. They have two grown children and three 

grandchildren. 

 

EXTENSION OFFERING TWO 

MASTER WOODLAND STEWARD 

SESSIONS 

 
ISU Extension is offering the Master Woodland 

Steward Program in both northcentral, and 

southeast Iowa this spring. Same approximate dates 

as 2022 (early April to mid-May). See link below 

for information. Please feel free to pass along to 

interested folks. 

https://naturalresources.extension.iastate.edu/progra

ms/forestry/education/woodlandmgr  

 

https://naturalresources.extension.iastate.edu/programs/forestry/education/woodlandmgr
https://naturalresources.extension.iastate.edu/programs/forestry/education/woodlandmgr
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PAUL’S RAMBLINGS 
 

What a great year.  We were able to get back to 

holding Field Days and meeting with folks. My trees are 

growing like weeds and there is a lot of self-pruning 

going on.  I still have an over-abundance of Honeysuckle 

and Garlic Mustard. 

For the Garlic Mustard I have been using a propane 

torch, it gives me great satisfaction to toast them to a 

crisp, and for the honeysuckle, I try to trim/cut anything 

that has blooms or berries.  I also will be using Garlon 

and diesel fuel this dormant season.  Because we are 

situated right beside 500 Acres of Iowa DNR land, we 

will always have Garlic Mustard and Honey suckle, I’m 

just trying to stay ahead of it. 

In 2021 we had a huge Paw Paw crop, the largest 

North American Fruit.  My wife made some breads and 

desserts.  I potted the seeds and ended up with 4 or 500 

seedlings.   

Had a good apple crop this year, and as always, we 

planted all of the apple squeezing’s from our Apple 

Cider. 
 

Forest Reserve 
 

Well let’s get ready for a new Legislative session.  I 

hope everyone had an opportunity to meet with their 

Legislators during the last election process.   

Committee assignments have been made and what 

the focus of the new Legislature will be remains to be 

seen.  We need to be vigilant and respond quickly and in 

force. 

Communication is the key.  Our dilemma is that we 

don’t have any one single avenue to 

contact/communicate with all of the affected 

Landowners in the state.  If anyone has any ideas or 

suggestions how to get the word out to everyone we 

would be interested.   
 

Iowa Deer Classic 
 

In the past couple of years IWOA has traded out a 

free booth space for conducting seminars at the Deer 

Classic.  This arrangement has resulted in little expense 

for IWOA and afforded us the opportunity to talk to 

thousands of folks and gain a few new members.  Our 

original thought was to enlighten Landowners about the 

Legislative attacks on the Forest Reserve Act of 1906. 

This year the Deer Classic folks said that they don’t 

normally do the same speakers every year, so they 

declined our offer. So, if you do go to the Iowa Deer 

Classic, stop by their office and ask them why the Iowa 

Woodland Owners Association are not here. 

Paul Millice—IWOA Past-President 

 

WOODLAND CRITTERS 
 

WOOD TURTLE 
(Glyptemys insculpta) 

By Dr. Jeff Tamplin, Department of Biology, 

University of Northern Iowa 
 
*Editor’s note: Dr. Tamplin gave a presentation about wood turtles at this 

past fall’s Iowa Tree Farmer Field Day. 
 

A small portion of northern Iowa is home to a 

rare and unusual (and endangered!) species of 

turtle—the Wood Turtle. This medium-sized (8- or 

9-inch shell length), semi-aquatic species is named 

for both the sculptured wood-like appearance of the 

shell, and its preference for inhabiting floodplain 

forests near streams during the warm summer 

months. Its scientific name translates as “sculptured, 

carved turtle” and is based on the appearance of 

tree-like growth rings (“annuli”) on each section of 

the shell. The Wood Turtle is an opportunistic 

omnivore that feeds on grasses, leaves, fruits, and a 

variety of invertebrates, particularly snails and 

earthworms (some individuals have even learned to 

“stomp” the ground with their shell to induce 

vibrations that simulate moles digging, thus enticing 

earthworms to come to the surface).  

This cold-adapted species ranges from the Upper 

Midwest Great Lakes region to the northeastern 

United States and southeastern Canada, where it 

occupies streams and adjacent terrestrial habitats. 

Unfortunately, populations of this species are in 

such decline across its range that the species is now 

protected from collection and international trade in 

all areas that it inhabits; the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service is currently assessing its range-wide 

conservation status and due to release a decision on 

its federal status in 2023. 
 

 
 

Distribution of the Wood Turtle 
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In Iowa, this species is extremely rare and is 

restricted to a small area of streams and adjacent 

forests within the Upper Cedar River drainage 

basin. Due to its limited state range and extremely 

low population density, this species has been listed 

as state-endangered since 1997. The Iowa 

population is geographically and genetically 

isolated from neighboring Wood Turtle populations 

in Minnesota and Wisconsin, and is a “peripheral 

isolate” population that is its own “conservation 

unit” that possesses unique genetic variants that 

distinguish them from other populations. 

Surprisingly, Iowa Wood Turtles are as distantly 

related to the Wood Turtles occupying central 

Minnesota as they are from Wood Turtles 

inhabiting the east coast of the United States; this 

recent finding may be related to Iowa Wood Turtles 

recolonizing this area from a different, more 

western, glacial refugia than the southern locations 

used by other Midwestern populations during the 

last glacial maximum. Among species of greatest 

conservation need, peripheral isolate populations 

are often some of the most important populations to 

conserve because they occur at the edge of their 

range (and may be living at the edge of their 

physiological limits) and may act as reservoirs for 

unique gene variants. 
 

 

 

In Iowa, Wood turtle population persistence is in 

peril—over 80% of the 140 wood turtles 

encountered in the past two decades by UNI 

researchers are older adults nearing the end of their 

40–60-year life span; approximately 35% of those 

individuals have already died (most due predation 

by raccoons and other small mammalian carnivores) 

and annual adult survivorship rates (70–94%) in 

Iowa are lower than the 95% survivorship level 

needed for population stability. Perhaps the largest 

issue of conservation concern for Iowa Wood Turtle 

survival is the apparent lack of annual recruitment 

of new individuals into the population. Besides 

killing adult turtles, raccoons, skunks, foxes, mink, 

and other egg predators are often highly efficient at 

locating turtle nests and consuming the eggs. 

Additionally, Wood turtles typically nest on open 

sandbank areas above the low-water line, but below 

the high-water line near the bank top. Wood turtle 

eggs have a thin, membrane-like covering that 

facilitates gas and moisture exchange with the nest 

substrate, but is not an effective barrier again 

submergence in water. Although some aquatic turtle 

egg shells, like those of Snapping Turtles and Spiny 

or Smooth Softshell Turtles, are calcified and can 

survive being submerged underwater for 3 days or 

longer, Wood Turtle embryos drown when the egg 

is submerged for 24–48 hours. In the past 50 years 

or so, precipitation and flooding patterns have 

changed within the range of Iowa Wood Turtles; 

now areas that were formerly productive nest sites 

along the river bank are often submerged by water 

at some point during the summer, destroying nests 

even during “non-flooding” periods when the 

stream is still within its banks. 

Wood Turtles are unique and fascinating 

creatures that are one of the most perceptive and 

adaptive turtle species known—they have been 

observed to climb 6-foot fences, find their way back 

to their home range when relocated up to several 

miles away, and to even to navigate mazes more 

effectively than some rats! They are a long-lived 

species with a life-history strategy similar to 

Blanding’s Turtles (threatened in Iowa): late sexual 

maturity (14–18 years), annual nesting with few 

eggs (6–10 eggs/nest), high annual adult 

survivorship, and generally low juvenile recruitment 

rates. These strategies have served them well in  the 

past 8 or 9 million years since they separated from 

their sister species (the federally-endangered Bog 
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Turtle)—so well that they have survived prior 

global warming and glacial periods associated with 

natural climate change. But the rapid pace of 

anthropogenic climate change, along with the 

escalating habitat loss and fragmentation associated 

with agriculture and recent land-use changes, may 

just be too much for them to survive in areas like 

Iowa that lie at the edge of the species’ range. It 

would be a shame if, after millions of years of 

persistence, our activities contribute to driving 

Wood Turtles extinct in just a matter of 50 or 100 

years. 

 
 

DISTRICT FORESTER SPOTLIGHT 
 

GREG HEIDEBRINK—DISTRICT 2 

FORESTER 
By Steve Meyer, Editor 

 

 
 

Greg Heidebrink, IDNR District 2 Forester has 

been in his position since November of 1999--long 

enough that he has seen children and grandchildren 

of people he started working with begin to carry on 

forestry management that their predecessors started. 

“It’s just really rewarding to see that things are 

getting carried on,” says Heidebrink. Over the years 

he has built up a lot of great relationships with 

woodland owners. He adds: “There have been just 

so many good landowners. I had the opportunity to 

work for ten years with Gary Beyer—a fantastic 

forester.”  He fondly mentions people like John and 

Ann Schneckloth (past IWOA board member) who 

have been active foresters for many years. He used 

their property for field days and 5
th

 grade classes 

come to their woods every year for forestry and 

wildlife education.  

Over his 23 years as a district forester 

Heidebrink has had the opportunity to do a lot of 

things, as he recounts:  “Some of the most fun 

things I’ve seen are clear cuts. I’m a fairly strong 

oak advocate. We are losing oak fairly rapidly in 

northeast Iowa due to succession. The oak is just a 

fantastic tree. I try to grow oak wherever I can and 

talk landowners into managing for oak. I understand 

a new landowner who buys ten acres of timber and 

then I come in and tell them we’re going to clear cut 

five of it. Most people don’t like that. But if we 

don’t do that, we will continue to lose the oaks. I 

love going back to those clear cuts to see what they 

become. A lot of people see clear cuts as the end of 

a forest but they are really the beginning of a new 

forest. My favorite thing of all the things I do, is 

when I’m walking with landowners, especially new 

landowners and a light bulb comes on, and they say, 

‘I get it’. You wish you could see everything all the 

way through, but you are looking at sometimes 200 

years for that to happen.” 

As far as his specialty, he says he doesn’t really 

have one. “We work with so many landowners and 

they all have different goals. That’s kind of my job, 

to help them meet those goals whatever they may 

be. I guess I consider myself a Jack of all trades. 

We have to be well versed in all things to help 

landowners meet their goals and at the same time 

improve the woodlands.” 

On a negative side, one thing Heidebrink says 

concerns him is buck thorn.  “I’m starting to see 

buckthorn take over our woods up here where I’m 

at. We need to do whatever we can to get buckthorn 

under control.” 

Heidebrink grew up 15 miles away from, Ames 

where graduated high school in 1989. “In 1985 the 

CRP program started so our VO-AG class built a 

tree planter and in the process we did a lot of those 

early tree plantings. That’s the thing that kind of got 

me enthused about forestry work,” Heidebrink 

recalls. He went to ISU and graduated in Forestry in 

1993. Then he raised Christmas trees for a year, 

then for five years he was a private forester. After 

that he went to work for the DNR.  He has been 

married to his wife Laurie for 25 years, has a 

daughter Emma (23) who graduated from Animal 

Ecology at ISU, a son Joey (20) an electrical 

apprentice, and a son Quinn who is in the 10
th

 

grade. 

District 2 includes Kossuth, Winnebago, 

Hancock, Worth, Cerro Gordo, Mitchell, Floyd, 

Howard, Chickasaw, Bremer and, Winneshiek 

Counties 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://24.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_mcrv6vNv6W1qit2sxo1_r2_1280.png&imgrefurl=http://signifikat.tumblr.com/post/34713991917&h=444&w=1280&sz=26&tbnid=mNWGXuHrFRHrcM:&tbnh=42&tbnw=120&prev=/search?q=tree+branch+clip+art+free&tbm=isch&tbo=u&zoom=1&q=tree+branch+clip+art+free&usg=__VeiSUfaySN9RZnl2p7hCzyyEhcQ=&docid=C5PoIEywo_gN-M&sa=X&ei=7P3IUbD9AeXW0gHY-4H4Aw&ved=0CDIQ9QEwAg&dur=46
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PRESIDENTS COLUMN 
From IWOA President Russ Glime 

 

We are entering the winter and it still appears the 

Covid-19 and Omicron is still making its presence 

known. 

The Iowa Woodland Owners Fall Field Day 

October 27
th

 at the Larry Krotz Tree Farm near 

Washington was a success and we had about 80 

attendees. The IWOA Board tried not having a 

catered lunch by starting later and we had joint 

seminars with the Iowa Nut Growers. Some 

members liked the start time so that gave them 

travel time in the morning but some members still 

wished for lunch.  We are already working on a 

Spring 2023 Field Day near Amana and more 

details will be given later. Ed Kocal, Steve Meyer 

and Tim Meyer was re-elected as Board Officers 

and our Voting Members cast their vote to delete 

the Associate Member Category for members who 

are Non--Woodland Owners and Non-Voting. There 

are only 12 members in that category. At the present 

time we are at 466 total members. 

The State Nursery has sent their Seedling 

Catalog out for this fall already and you can still 

order at any time until spring. Some of the 

categories are sold out already for spring planting 

(800-865-2477). 

With great sorrow, the Board will be giving the 

President title to another member of the Board 

effective January 1, 2023. Our By-Laws state a 

President has only a three year term limit. It has 

been a good run and I feel we have good Board 

Members that want to join our Board, a great 

Website, a strong budget, and we work closely with 

the DNR, ISU Forestry and our State Legislatures 

knows we exist. Behind the scenes our Membership 

Secretary, our Treasure with up to date information 

and our Newsletter Editor is something to be proud 

of. Thanks everyone! 

Please visit our website and view its information. 

If you see any errors let me know about it. 

Russ 

Minutes of the 08/04/2022 

IWOA Board Meeting 
Held at Pizza Ranch, Vinton, IA 

 

Meeting was called to order by Chairman Russ 

Glime at 10:00 A.M.  Other board members present 

were Phil McCune, Craig Semler, Tim Meyer, Al 

Wagner, Al Walter, Paul Millice, Ed Kocal, and 

Steve Meyer. 

Motion made by Wagner/ 2nd Millice to approve 

the minutes from the 03/31/2022 meeting. Motion 

carried. 

Financial report - as of 07/05/2022 there is a 

balance of $24,008.72 in the checking account. 

Membership report - total of 460 members 

Iowa Tree Farmers continue to contribute 

$125/quarter for the “Timber Talk.” 

Spring field day held last May 17 in Davis Co. 

was a success with 65-75 attendees. 

Fall field day is scheduled for Oct. 27 in 

Washington Co. with the plan to run noon-4:00. 

Motion by Millice/2nd Kocal to furnish $200 

worth of door prizes. Motion carried. Flyers for the 

event along with ballots for election of (three) board 

members will be sent out at least six weeks prior to 

the field day. Nominees at this time are Ed Kocal, 

Craig Semler and Steve Meyer. 

Iowa DNR field day was held April 21 with a 

prescribed burning workshop. 

ISU Master Woodland Steward Program was 

held recently with 22 completing the course, which 

included two board members and a former board 

member. There are plans to have two more in 2023. 

Russ Glime, Tim Meyer and Mark Vitosh 

attended the Tri-State forest Conference on May 21 

in Sabula, IL. 

No new legislation in 2022, however, it is 

possible there could be future changes regarding 

timber reserve. 

By-laws regarding membership were briefly 

discussed. The proposed changes would reduce the 

number of various membership categories, 

simplifying the record keeping. It was also proposed 

to remove the dollar figures so that the entire 

membership would not be involved every time the 

cost of dues would be changed. 

IWOA scholarship--no response, yet, from ISU 

for a 2022 recipient. 

Women’s Woodland Stewardship Network 

Event is scheduled for Sept. 9 at Shimek St. Forest 
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in SE Iowa. Julie Baker for ISU is heading up the 

event. 

Motion made by T. Meyer/2nd Kocal to provide 

a plaque to Larry Krotz at the Fall field day Oct. 27. 

Motion carried. 

Millice reported that we can have the same 

location for our booth at the Iowa Deer Classic in 

Des Moines. He will find out if they are willing to 

let us have it at no cost again as long as we furnish 

speakers for seminars. 

There being no other business the meeting was 

declared adjourned at 11:10 A.M. 

Craig Semler, IWOA secretary 
 

Minutes of the 10/27/2022 

IWOA Board Meeting 
Held at Larry Krotz Tree Farm, Washington, IA 

 

Meeting was called to order by chairman Russ 

Glime at 4:30 P.M. 

Other board members present were Phil 

McCune, Craig Semler, Ed Kocal, Paul Millice, Al 

Wagner, Al Walter and Larry Meyer. 

Voting results are in from the general 

membership and Ed Kocal, Steve Meyer and Craig 

Semler were re-elected to three-year terms on the 

board. 

Also, the proposal to eliminate the category of 

non-voting, associate membership (of which there 

are currently 12) and add them to the regular 

membership carried. 

There being no further business the meeting was 

adjourned. 

Craig Semler, IWOA secretary 
 

 

IWOA WOODLAND OWNER OF THE YEAR 
 

In order to provide recognition for all of the great 

work and effort that our members put forth in 

maintaining their wooded areas we have decided  to 

provide a Walnut laser engraved plaque in the shape of 

the State of Iowa.  

This plaque will be provided the land owner that 

hosts our Fall Field Day/Annual meeting. 

Apply now.  The sooner we start planning the 

smoother this process will be for all. 

Email board member Ed Kocal   

edkocal@yahoo.com or Paul Millice pmillice@aol.com 

or if you don’t do email then Paul Millice 2254 Black 

Diamond Rd SW Iowa City IA 52240 

 

The IWOA Board 
 

Russ Glime, President 
r.glime634@gmail.com 

 

Phil McCune, Vice-president 
arcadiafarm2000@yahoo.com 

 

Craig Semler, Secretary 
clsemler@gmail.com 

 

Ed Kocal 
edkocal@yahoo.com 

 

Al Wagner 
wagneraj@netins.net 

 

Tim Meyer 
davisdeer@gmail.com 

 

Al Walter 
Waltera47@gmail.com 

 
Steve Meyer 

gfdchief@netins.net 
 

Paul Millice—Past President 
pmillice@aol.com 

 

IWOA Support Staff 
Cathy Wilkie, Membership Secretary 

CAT_Wilkie@yahoo.com 
 

Sherri Sisson, Treasurer 
Sherri227th@gmail.com 

 

Steve Meyer—Timber Talk Editor 
gfdchief@netins.net 

 

 
 

YOUR IWOA MEMBERSHIP 
 MEMBER--woodland owner (voting) $25 

 ASSOCIATE MEMBER--non-woodland owner 

(nonvoting) $25 

 CONTRIBUTING MEMBER--woodland owner 

(voting) $50 

 CONTRIBUTING ASSOCIATE MEMBER--non-

woodland owner (nonvoting) $50 

 FRIENDS OF IWOA-- (nonvoting) $100 

 IWOA FOREST STEWARD-- (nonvoting) $250 

All memberships are for the calendar year.  Our website 

has a Paypal option for those who wish to join 

electronically. All members wanting a print copy of the 

newsletter add $5. 

mailto:edkocal@yahoo.com
mailto:pmillice@aol.com
mailto:r.glime634@gmail.com
mailto:arcadiafarm2000@yahoo.com
mailto:clsemler@gmail.com
mailto:edkocal@yahoo.com
mailto:wagneraj@netins.net
mailto:davisdeer@gmail.com
mailto:Waltera47@gmail.com
mailto:gfdchief@netins.net
mailto:pmillice@aol.com
mailto:CAT_Wilkie@yahoo.com
mailto:Sherri227th@gmail.com
mailto:gfdchief@netins.net
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TIPS FOR ECONOMICALLY 

(AND ECOLOGICALLY) 

SUCCESSFUL TIMBER SALES 
 

By Dr. Billy Beck-- ISU Extension and Outreach 
 

Forests and the invaluable products they provide 

(tangible and non-tangible) are often an afterthought 

in Iowa. However, efforts such as the recent 

Governor’s proclamation declaring October 17-21 

as “Iowa Wood Products Week” seek to change 

this. During this week, we highlight the significant 

contribution that forests and forest products provide 

to the Iowa economy. Significant is an 

understatement – just consider the facts from a 2017 

economic report: 
 

 Over 17,000 people employed in forestry-

related jobs, with $1 billion in annual payroll. 

Output from these positions support an additional 

35,000 jobs. 

 $5 billion annual economic impacts to 

Iowa’s economy. 

 $10-40 million in standing timber sold each 

year. While impressive, this number should be 

WAY higher (see my thoughts below as to why). 
 

Not too bad, considering our~3 million acres of 

forest (85% of which are privately owned, by the 

way) only account for 8% of Iowa’s total land! $5 

billion in economic impact coming from 3 million 

acres – that’s $1667 per acre each year! 

Again, as 85% of our woodlands are privately 

owned, active management of this resource by 

Iowans is the foundation of this economic impact. 

Luckily, we as forest stewards have the ability to 

exponentially increase this impact! As an example 

of this, let’s consider timber sales on private lands. 

Whether income from timber is a management goal 

of yours or not, most private forest landowners do 

end up undertaking a timber sale at some point. 

After all, timber harvest (when done correctly, 

under the guidance of a professional forester) is a 

highly-effective tool to achieve a range of forest 

management goals – from water quality to wildlife. 

Many folks, however, hastily jump into timber 

sales without proper guidance and planning. This 

frequently leads to lower overall value received 

from the sale (see my point above), reduced 

efficacy in achieving forest management goals, and 

decadal negative impacts to timber quality and the 

wide range of compound benefits our forests 

provide – such as clean air and water. Undertaking a 

timber sale on your land is a BIG decision, and one 

not to be rushed, or feel pressured to do. Also, a 

decision that should not be made alone (call your 

professional forester!). So, in honor of Iowa Wood 

Products Week, and to ensure we have perpetual 

high-quality, sustainable wood products (and 

compound benefits that trees and wood provide) – 

here are top things to consider regarding timber 

sales. 
 

 
 

Photo 1. Iowa's forests annualy grow 2.5 times the 

volume of wood we harvest. Oak timber sale, 

Shimek State Forest, Iowa. 

 

1. Foresters, loggers, and timber buyers – 

know the roles of the key players. 
 

Timber sales involve four main players– the 

above three, as well as YOU the private forest 

steward. Each has a critical, albeit very different, 

role. Knowing these roles is critical for a successful 

sale. Foresters guide landowners in the long-term 

management of their woodlands, and frequently 

prescribe activities (such as timber harvest) to 

achieve landowner goals. Foresters will help you 

decide when a sale is needed (based on economic 

and ecologic principles), mark specific trees to 

harvest in order to achieve goals, solicit bids from 

buyers, and oversee the harvest to ensure quality. 

Loggers then safely (and impressively) fell standing 

timber that has been marked by foresters, and 

remove it from woodlands (Photos 2, 3). During 

harvest, loggers strive to minimize impact to 

harvested and residual trees, forest soils, and 

waterways. Timber buyers then purchase select 

http://chrome-extension/efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/naturalresources.extension.iastate.edu/files/blog/files/wood_products_proclamation.pdf
https://www.iowadnr.gov/Conservation/Forestry/Wood-Industry-Logging
http://chrome-extension/efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.iowadnr.gov/Portals/idnr/uploads/forestry/economic_impact.pdf
http://chrome-extension/efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.iowadnr.gov/Portals/idnr/uploads/forestry/economic_impact.pdf
http://chrome-extension/efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.iowadnr.gov/Portals/idnr/uploads/forestry/TS/Graphtimbersales.pdf
http://chrome-extension/efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.iowadnr.gov/Portals/idnr/uploads/forestry/TS/Graphtimbersales.pdf
https://iowadnr.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=b7107ad0cfa04c0eaca8f291058018eb
https://iowadnr.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=b7107ad0cfa04c0eaca8f291058018eb
https://naturalresources.extension.iastate.edu/contacts/forestry
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8oUsXaPrBkc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JGLsYXegF98
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logs, based on quality and volume desired by mills. 

You must be bonded with the state of Iowa in order 

to purchase standing timber. If someone knocks on 

your door and asks to purchase timber – check the 

Iowa Bonded Timber Buyer List first, then call your 

forester. In summary, you and your professional 

forester should be deciding when and what to 

harvest – period. 
 

 
 

Photo 2: The role of loggers is to safely fell timber 

and remove from woodlands, while minimizing 

impact to residual trees, soils, and waterways. 

Photo shows a "skidder" dragging a high-quality 

black walnut log to the landing. Linn County, 

Iowa. 
 

2. Don’t rush or feel pressured to sell. 
 

As stated above, your forester will advise on the 

right time to sell – based on the current condition of 

your woodland, and your future goals. An 

interesting example exists on the economic side of 

things. An 18-inch diameter black walnut may fetch 

a nice price today, and timber buyers may readily 

purchase it from you. However, give that log a few 

years to reach 24 inches in diameter (trees increase 

in volume at approximately 3% per year), and the 

value increases almost exponentially. The reason is 

that as logs increase in size, that volume become 

more valuable per unit. In other words, bigger logs 

often bring more value than simply the added 

volume. A forester is your guide here (sensing a 

pattern?). They will assess current timber condition 

and advise on the right time to sell – based on your 

goals, market conditions, and ecological impacts. 

Remember that timber harvest is a serious decision 

with decadal impact. Don’t feel rushed or be 

pressured from buyers. 
 

3. Be aware of how trees and logs are valued. 
 

Foresters often get asked “how much is that tree 

worth”? The answer is – it depends. This vagueness 

frustrates many landowners. It is often stated that 

the true value of your timber is “how much 

someone is willing to pay you for it”. A simple 

statement, but true. Timber, although a crop, is 

different from corn and beans. You simply can’t 

call the cooperative and ask on current timber 

prices. The value you receive from your harvest is 

based on what buyers are willing to offer you, 

which depends on MANY factors. Bids from buyers 

on a single sale often vary significantly – which 

underscores the importance of soliciting multiple 

bids for your sale. It’s not, however, that one buyer 

is feeling generous that day, and the other is looking 

to lowball you. Each buyer and/or logger has 

differing overhead, mobilization costs, equipment 

and labor considerations, and market outlet for your 

specific species and the quality (or grade) of those 

species. Thus, they pay what they feel is appropriate 

in the context of those factors. Another factor is 

distance from mills. Timber in eastern Iowa (short 

distance to the majority of our mills) often brings 

more bids and higher prices versus timber in central 

and (especially) western Iowa. In the case of the 

latter two, it’s often advisable to lump sales with 

your neighbors, as larger sales will often bring more 

bids – even with great distance from mills. 

Soliciting multiple bids will ensure you receive the 

true value of your timber. Also, without a forester’s 

guidance, how would you know the volume, 

species, and grade of the timber cut off your 

property? In other words, how would you know 

exactly WHAT you’re selling? Again, you should 

be sensing a pattern here, as to the value of working 

with a professional forester. 
 

4. Timber harvest often results in a 

temporary “messy” look – that’s OK! 
 

In general, logs are harvested in 16-foot lengths, 

although length varies more as quality increases 

(e.g., veneer grade logs). Thus, tops are often left in 

the woods following harvest (Photo 3). This 

temporary “mess” often upsets landowners, and 

may result in an initial negative opinion of the 

forester and logger. However, residual wood is to be 

expected following a professional harvest, 

especially in even-aged management systems (e.g., 

http://chrome-extension/efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.iowadnr.gov/Portals/idnr/uploads/forestry/BTBList2019.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k2BuHyjQ-F8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MQdnaAsb6e0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MQdnaAsb6e0
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shelterwood and clearcut harvests). In addition, 

residual wood actually offers great benefit to the 

forest landowner for a number of reasons. First, 

wood will eventually decompose and add organic 

matter to forest soils. Dead downed wood has 

exceptional wildlife value, for critters such as 

reptiles, salamanders, and insects. Downed 

wood/tops may also act to protect young seedlings 

and existing desirable regeneration against deer 

browse. Specific directions regarding residual wood 

may also be written into the timber sale contract 

with the logger/buyer. So, expect a temporary 

“mess”, but realize the value of this downed wood! 
 

 
 

Photo 3: Clearcut harvest to promote oak 

regeneration. Brayton Research, Teaching, and 

Extension Forest, Delaware County, IA. Note the 

residual downed wood following harvest. 
 

If you’re sensing a trend – it’s on purpose. Having 

your timber sale planned and administered by a 

professional forester will see you coming out ahead 

both economically and ecologically! 
Further detail on timber harvest may be viewed in a 

recent article in Wallaces Farmer. 

Learn more about Iowa forestry and woodland 

stewardship by enrolling in the 2023 offerings of the 

Master Woodland Steward Program! 
 

WOODLAND MANAGEMENT MOMENTS 
 

Join Purdue Forestry & Natural Resources 

Extension forester Lenny Farlee as he shares some 

brief videos with tips and tricks to help you manage 

your woodlands. See https://bit.ly/3dR1yfU for a 

full list. Topics include: direct seeding, cutting 

tools, crop tree release and many more. 

 

 

Iowa Tree Farmers Officers 
 

Gretchen Cline, Chairman 

gretchencline@gmail.com 
 

Francis Main, Vice Chairman 

francismain34@gmail.com 
 

Lisa Louck, Secretary 

l.louck@yahoo.com 
 

Agnes Kenney, Treasurer 

kenneys@alpinecom.net 
 

The Iowa Tree farm system is affiliated with the 
American Tree Farm System and recognizes the efforts 
and accomplishments of individuals as related to their 
woodlands.  If interested in becoming a Tree Farmer 
please contact your Iowa DNR District Forester for more 
information, help with creating a management plan, 
and filing an application to join. 

 

 
 

WHAT’S THAT LOG WORTH? 
 

Gretchen Cline, Forester at Geode Forestry, Inc. 
reports as follows: 

 

Overall prices have been trending downwards 

except in White Oak. This is due to most 

distributors having high inventories. While high end 

and pallet grade is moving well, the lumber markets 

have softened. Because of this, sawmills are cutting 

more ties and cants to help control lumber 

production and keep things moving. In export 

markets, the demand has recently gone up in China, 

Europe and Japan. While sellers aren't necessarily 

happy with the prices, all were pleased to be 

moving the volume. There have been a lot of 

Chinese buyers in the Midwest recently 

replenishing inventory leading up to the Chinese 

New Year that starts the 3rd week of January next 

year. It's interesting to see that while the US exports 

https://www.farmprogress.com/conservation/log-or-not-log
https://www.farmprogress.com/conservation/log-or-not-log
https://naturalresources.extension.iastate.edu/programs/forestry/education/woodlandmgr
https://bit.ly/3dR1yfU
mailto:gretchencline@gmail.com
mailto:francismain34@gmail.com
mailto:l.louck@yahoo.com
mailto:kenneys@alpinecom.net
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of hardwood logs were down in September 15% 

from the prior month they were up 3% from 

September 2021. 

The following are woods run prices on all sizes 

and grades of trees standing in the forest. Keep in 

mind these prices can vary greatly, especially in 

Walnut, depending on the quality of what trees are 

being sold. While we have seen some softening of 

the hardwood markets, particularly for lower grade 

lumber, Walnut and White Oak are still at 

historically high prices. 

 

Species Prices/Board Foot 
Black Walnut $3.00-$3.50 

White Oak $0.70-$0.90 

Bur Oak $0.50 

Sugar Maple $0.40-$0.45 

Silver Maple $0.35-$0.40 

Red Oak $0.25-$0.30 

Black Cherry $0.30-$0.35 

Hickory $0.25-$0.30 

Black Oak $0.20-$0.25 

Ash $0.25-$0.30 (healthy) 

Basswood $0.15-$0.20 

Elm $0.15-$0.20 

Hackberry $0.15-$0.20 

Cottonwood $0.15-$0.20 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
CLASSIFIEDS 

TIMBER TALK WANT ADS 
 

INVASIVE TREE REMOVAL SERVICE 

I will do removal of Invasive/Unwanted species. I 

will cut, pile and treat. Contact Luke’s Brush 

Management for an estimate at 641-330-6675, or 

email: lucassis@live.com (Insured) 
 

IWOA members can place a free want ad in Timber Talk 

for tree/timber related items.  These want ads will be 

limited to business card size and must not be for 

commercial or business purposes. One should email your 

requested want ad to Steve Meyer 60 days before the 

publish date.  We currently are publishing three times a 

year. April 1, Aug 1 and Dec 15th. Please note there are 

no guarantees on this free offer, if there is not space your 

request may have to wait for the next issue. Send want 

adds to the IWOA editor at gfdchief@netins.net. Please 

be sure to state IWOA WANT ADD in the subject line. 
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Timber Talk is published March, June, Sept. and Dec. 
to serve members of the 
Iowa Woodland Owners Association and Iowa Tree Farmer’s 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

    

IWOA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
MEMBERSHIP LEVELS—NOTE CHANGES 

Please check one 
O Member, $25/yr. 

Woodland Owner, Voting  

O Associate Member, $25/yr. 

       Non-woodland Owner, Non-Voting 

O Contributing Member, $50/yr. 

     Woodland Owner, Voting 

O  Contributing Associate Member $50/yr 

       Non-Woodland Owner, Non-Voting   

O  Friends of IWOA   $100.00 

O  Forest Steward $250.00 + 

All members wanting a printed copy of the 

newsletter add $5.00 

Member Information: 

First Name   

Last Name   

Address   

City_________________________ 

State   

Zip              Home Ph.    

Business or Cell Ph.    

E-mail:_________________________ 

Total Forest Acres Owned_________________ 
Acres in Forest Reserve ___________________ 

Which county Forest Reserves located? 

_________________ 

County that you vote in? ____________ 

Are you a Certified Tree Farm?  YES--NO  
Are you a member of the Iowa Tree Farmers? YES--
NO 

Are you a member of the National Tree Farmers? 

YES--NO 
Have you taken a Master Woodland Manager 
(MWM) course? YES--NO  
Year completed MWM course_______________ 
Would you prefer to receive our newsletter via e-
mail?  YES--NO  
 
 

Note: we collect this information to better serve 

our members.  We do not share this information 

with any persons or organizations not affiliated 

with IWOA. 
 

SEND FORM AND CHECK PAYABLE TO 

IWOA MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY, P.O. Box 

334, NORTH LIBERTY, IA 52317 

PRSTD STD. 

U.S POSTAGE 

PAID 

Dyersville, IA 

Permit No. 28 


