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FALL FORESTRY FIELD DAYS 

PLANNED ACROSS IOWA 
 

From Billy Beck, ISU Extension and Outreach. 
 

AMES, Iowa – Public and private forests will be part of 

this year’s fall forestry field days, offered by Iowa State 

University Extension and Outreach. 

“The fall forestry field days are a great way to see 

some science-based practices and also connect with 

additional people from the forestry industry,” said Billy 

Beck, forestry specialist with ISU Extension and 

Outreach. “Visitors will get to see public and private 

forest projects and hear about the struggles and 

successes of each forest.” 

In addition to Beck, speakers include Ed Zaworski, 

plant pathologist with the Plant and Insect Diagnostic 

Clinic at Iowa State; and Miranda Curzon, assistant 

professor in the Department of Natural Resources 

Ecology and Management at Iowa State. 

The first event, Sept. 29, will honor the Tree Farmer 

of the Year, an honor bestowed by the Iowa Tree Farm 

Program. The tree farmer will be announced that day, 

and there will be educational opportunities to learn more 

about the Iowa Tree Farm Program and the practices that 

led to this year’s awardee. This event will be held at 

26726 270th St., Shell Rock, Iowa, in Butler County. 

The annual Shimek State Forest Fall Forestry Field 

Day will be held Oct. 4 in southeast Iowa. Presentations 

will be given by ISU Extension and Outreach and the 

Iowa Department of Natural Resources, with a focus on 

current practices and issues, forest resiliency and 

question and answer time from the audience. The group 

will gather at the White Oak Campground (Shimek State 

Forest Donnellson Unit), just outside of Farmington, 

Iowa. 

The Yellow River State Forest Fall Forestry Field 

Day is Oct. 6 in northeast Iowa and the fall series 

concludes Oct. 27, at the Iowa Woodland Owners 

Association Fall Forestry Field Day in Washington 

County. For the Yellow River field day, gather at 729 

State Forest Road, Harper’s Ferry, Iowa. For the 

woodland owners association field day, gather at 2750 

230th St. Washington, Iowa. 

Windbreak schools will be held for Cerro Gordo and 

Mitchell counties Sept. 8 (at 24108 Dogwood Ave., 

Fertile, Iowa); Sept. 9 in Calhoun County (at 2483 

310th, Rockwell City); and Oct. 20 in Marion County. 

All windbreak schools are from 9 a.m. to noon and are 

open to anyone, regardless of county or residence. 

All forestry field days will be held from 

approximately 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Registration for each 

field day is $15, and covers lunch and other costs of the 

day. 

Participants should register at least a week in advance 

by contacting the ISU Extension and Outreach office in 

the county where the event is being held. 
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IWOA FALL FIELD DAY 
 

Sponsored by Iowa Woodland Owners 
Association/Iowa DNR/ISU Forestry 

Thursday October 27, 2022—Noon-4 PM 
Larry Krotz Tree Farm, 2750 230th Street, 

Washington, IA  52353 
No Preregistration Required, Free Admission 

 

12-12:30--Registration and Introduction 
12:30-1:30--View 25+ Year Old Walnut and Oak 

Seed Planting--Larry Krotz, Tree Farmer/Cassidy 
Robinson, DNR Forester/Ray Lehn, Retired DNR 
Forester 

1:30-2:15--Streambank Erosion:  Causes, Solutions, 
and the Role of Trees--Dr. Billy Beck ISU Forestry 
Extension 

2:15-2:30--View Pollinator Field Borders 
2:30-3:30--Homemade Tree Seed Planter 

Demonstration 
3:30-4:00--View 1 year Old Seed Planting 
4:00-- Door Prize Drawing and Adjourn 
4:15--Optional—IWOA Annual Meeting 

 

 
 

TREE FARMER FALL FORESTRY FIELD DAY 
 

Thursday, September 29th, 2022 
26726 270th Street, Shell Rock, Iowa 

 

8:30--9:00: Registration 
9:00--9:10: Welcome & Introductions 
9:20--10:20: Stop #1 Reforestation and Tree 

Planting/Direct Seeding—Emma Kerns, 
IDNR/Traditional Tree Planting, Greg Heidebrink, 
IDNR 

10:30--11:30: Stop #2 Wood Turtle and Timber 
Management/Wood Turtle Research & 
Ecology—Jeff Tamplin, UNI/Walnut Timber 
Stand and Crop Tree Release—Joe Herring, IDNR 

11:40 - 12:50: Stop #3 Live Harvest Demo and CRP 
Pollinator/Logging Demo & Timber Markets—
Gary Beyer, Private Forestry Consultant; Ken 

Knapp, Timber Buyer/CRP Seeding, Pollinator & 
Prairie—Dan Borchardt, Pheasants Forever 

1:00 - 1:45: Lunch 
1:45 - 2:30: Conservation Stewardship Program—

Basics and Q&A--Nicole Olsen & Joe Smith NRCS, 
& Chuck Hinton, Landowner Greg Schmitt & Dan 
Borchardt, DNR Foresters 

 

 
Chuck Hinton Family—Tree Farmer of the Year 

 

Chuck and Rhonda Hinton of Cedar Falls, Iowa 
are this year’s recipients of the Iowa Outstanding 
Tree Farmer of the Year. Nominated by their DNR 
Forester, Joe Herring, and selected by a group of 
Iowa Tree Farm Committee Members, the work 
that they have done on their property showcases 
all that it means to be a Tree Farmer in Iowa.  

Chuck’s father, the late Charles Sr., was enrolled 
in the Tree Farm Program after he began 
implementing management practices that were 
written in a Forest Stewardship Plan in 1992 by 
then-DNR District Forester, Gary Beyer. After 
Charles Sr. passed away in 1998, Chuck and his wife 
Rhonda along with their children, continued 
working towards improving their forest resource 
with updated plans written in 2003 and again in 
2013. These updated plans reflected their 
accomplishments while identifying new 
management priorities as their land continued to 
grow and change.  

The Hinton’s have planted nearly 100 acres into 
trees creating riparian forest buffers along the 
West Fork Cedar River, field windbreaks and 
bottomland hardwood plantings. They have 
completed over 300 acres of timber stand 
improvement releasing crop trees, doing weed tree 



3 

 

irradiation, pruning select trees and controlling 
vines. Along with all the planting and management, 
they have also worked with a forester to facilitate 
selective, improvement and shelterwood harvests 
that will help continue to encourage the growth of 
a healthy, more resilient forest resource.  

While the Hinton’s do a lot of the activities 
themselves, they have also partnered with 
professional forestry consultants and contractors 
over the years. As retired DNR Forester now 
Forestry Consultant Gary Beyer said of the property 
“This is one of the best examples of managing a 
property for woodland, wildlife, erosion control, 
water quality, and air quality that I know of.”  

Please join us in honoring and showcasing the 
Hinton Tree Farm at a Field Day on September 25, 
2022. You can find all the information along with 
the agenda for the day at the Iowa State Extension 
website: 
https://naturalresources.extension.iastate.edu.  

Please pre-register by calling Butler County ISU 
Extension Office (319) 267-2707 by Friday, 
September 23. There is a $20 registration fee that 
covers your morning snacks and lunch. 

 

LOG WEIGHT CALCULATOR 

Want to know what a log weighs?  Try 

woodweb.com.  You can simply enter the tree 

species, log length, and log diameter at each end.  It 

will calculate the weight of your green log. The site 

also contains calculators for board feet, lumber 

weight and several other wood industry calculators. 

Ed Kocal—IWOA Board Member 
 

MASTER WOODLAND STEWARD PROGRAM 
SET FOR TWO OFFERINGS IN 2023 

From Billy Beck, ISE Extension Forestry Specialist 
  

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach 
(ISUEO), along with partners such as the Iowa DNR 
and Iowa Woodland Owners Association are 
planning to host 2 sessions of the Master 
Woodland Steward Program (MWSP) during spring 
2023.  

Session 1 will be co-hosted by ISUEO Cerro 
Gordo and Mitchell counties (north central Iowa), 
and session 2 by ISUEO Lee County (southeast 
Iowa). Regardless of host counties, the Program is 

open to anyone across Iowa, or the Midwest. Both 
sessions will run from mid-April through mid-May 
(exact dates to be announced soon).    

The MWSP is primarily intended to serve 
woodland owners, stewards, and land managers, 
but may also be of interest to school teachers, 
loggers, and government employees. The overall 
goal of the program is to develop a community of 
highly motivated and knowledgeable woodland 
stewards, to act as champions of forests and 
forestry within the state of Iowa, and work with 
management professionals in improving and 
expanding woodland resources.  

The MWSP is organized into 7 modules, 
including (in sequential order): 1.) Overview of 
Iowa’s Forests and Forestry, 2.) Planning and Goal 
Setting, 3.) Tree Physiology, 4.) Forest Ecology, 5.) 
Stand Dynamics and Silviculture, 6.) Woodland 
Management, and 7.) Passing on Your Woodland 
Legacy. Each module entails 1 hour of self-paced 
online prework, followed by a 3-hour in-person 
field/classroom session. Session content is tailored 
to the unique woodland resources found within 
individual host regions. MWSP participants are 
afforded opportunities to connect with other 
woodland stewards, as well as a broad range of 
forestry professionals across the state – including 
those from private industry, state agencies, non-
profit organizations, and academia.   

Each session will be capped at 20 participants, 
so it’s recommended to inquire and enroll early. To 
inquire on the Cerro Gordo and Mitchell counties 
session, please call (641) 423-0844 (Cerro Gordo 
County ISUEO office) or (641) 732-5574 (Mitchell 
County ISUEO office). For the southeast session, 
contact the Lee County ISUEO office at (319) 835-
5116. For general questions regarding the Program, 
reach out to Billy Beck (ISUEO Extension Forestry 
Specialist) at wjbeck@iastate.edu. You may also 
view information on the Program by visiting the ISU 
Extension Forestry website 
(www.naturalresources.extension.iastate.edu/fore
stry).  

We look forward to seeing you in the woods in 
2023!  
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FIRST SPOTTED LANTERNFLY FOUND IN 
IOWA 

 

Submitted by Robin D. Pruisner 
State Entomologist, Hemp Administrator & Ag 

Security Coordinator 
Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land 

Stewardship 
August 10, 2022 

 

 
 

Spotted lanternfly (Lycorma delicatula) has been 
identified in Iowa, though the insects found so far 
appear to be hitchhikers, and a reproducing 
population has not been located--yet. In early July 
an Iowa citizen sent a picture of an immature SLF 
from Dallas County. A thorough survey has been 
conducted of the area, only one additional nymph 
has been found, and destroyed, thus far. And, a 
picture of a nymph has been submitted from Back 
Hawk County, however a survey of the area failed 
to yield any SLF. In both cases we believe the SLF 
resulted from egg masses carried into the area, not 
reproducing populations. Spotted lanternfly (SLF) 
was first identified in Pennsylvania in 2014, 
believed to have first landed there in 2014 as a 
hitchhiker on a stone shipment. 

The spotted lanternfly (SLF) is a large plant 
hopper, roughly an inch in length as an adult. SLF 
feeds on over 100 species of plants, including fruit, 
ornamental, and woody trees, with the invasive 
tree of heaven being its preferred host. SLF has an 
affinity for grape, maple, black walnut, birch, 
willow, and a wide variety of other trees. Both SLF 

nymphs and adults cause damage when they feed, 
sucking sap from stems and branches. This can 
reduce photosynthesis, weaken the plant, and 
eventually contribute to the plant’s death. In 
addition, feeding can cause the plant to ooze or 
weep, resulting in a fermented odor, and the 
insects themselves excrete large amounts of fluid 
(honeydew). The presence of honeydew can lead 
to mold growth and attract other insects such as 
bees and wasps, and sooty mold (fungi) can cover 
the plant, forest understories, patio furniture, cars, 
and anything else found below SLF feeding. 

If you believe you have a SLF, please take a 
picture or capture the insects so the identity can be 
confirmed. Send to 
Entomology@IowaAgriculture.gov or (515) 231-
4481 (cell). 
 

 
 

The spotted lanternfly is a threat to many fruit 
crops and trees 

 

The Spotted Lanternfly is native to China and 
was first detected in Pennsylvania in September 
2014. Spotted lanternfly feeds on a wide range of 
fruit, ornamental and woody trees, with tree-of-
heaven being one of the preferred hosts. Spotted 
lanternflies are invasive and can be spread long 
distances by people who move infested material or 
items containing egg masses. If allowed to spread 
in the United States, this pest could seriously 
impact the country’s grape, orchard, and logging 
industries. 
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WHY PLANT A TREE? 
By Steve Lekwa 

 

My neighbor just took down two dying ash 
trees. Emerald ash borers are sweeping through 
the town where I live; killing all ash trees as they 
go. Their work is already done in many other 
communities. City crews and homeowners are 
working to remove dead ash trees before they 
become “hazard trees”. Virtually no live ash trees 
remain once the borers move through unless 
they’ve regularly been treated with a systemic 
insecticide. 

It’s truly sad to see yet another of our native 
trees disappear. The American chestnut was once 
the most common tree in eastern hardwood 
forests, but only a few scattered survivors remain 
after chestnut blight wiped them out in the 1800s. 
Butternuts were common along the wooded 
valleys when I was a boy, but one of the last live 
ones I know of in Story County is dying of butternut 
blight as I write today. Although a few American 
and slippery elms are still with us, they are no 
longer the common trees they were before Dutch 
elm disease swept through Iowa over 50 years ago. 
Some of our mature oaks are struggling under a 
variety of stresses today, including disease, 
herbicide drift, and just plain old age. Scotch pines 
were once thought to be one of the hardier 
conifers, and they were widely planted as 
ornamentals, in windbreaks, and for wildlife 
habitat. Some small Christmas trees remain, but 
virtually all of the mature Scotch pines in Iowa died 
some years ago due to an insect transmitted 
nematode infestation. Insect pests like gypsy 
moths and long-horned beetles, and diseases like 
1000 cankers disease of walnuts continue to worry 
forest managers as they slowly spread not so far 
away. Invasive species like common buckthorn and 
Asian honeysuckle continue to hinder natural 
regeneration where they have taken over the 
understory of far too many woodlands.  

What’s a homeowner, farm woodlot owner, or 
forest manager to do? The answer is clearly to 
plant more trees, and to establish enough species 
diversity that the likelihood of massive die-offs is 
reduced. That's what happened with widely 

planted elms and is now happening with the ash 
that so often replaced them.  It’s more than 
planting, too. It's managing forest lands to 
encourage natural regeneration. It’s caring for 
vulnerable young trees until they’re well 
established. Newly planted trees struggled under 
heat and drought conditions this summer and 
some may not survive if they didn’t receive extra 
water. Some areas require protection from deer or 
beavers that find young trees particularly tasty. 
Weeds compete with seedlings for light and 
nutrients if they’re not controlled. Even "mower 
blight" can be a problem where aggressive 
trimming around trees damages bark and shallow 
roots. 

Insuring that we have healthy urban and rural 
forests into the future is going to take lots of work. 
Many of us who undertake the task will not live to see 
the results of our labor. It’s always been that way with 
trees. Our concept of owning things and gaining 
relatively short-term benefits from their use does not 
lend itself to forest management very well. We are but 
temporary caretakers of the land, and the land remains 
long after we’re gone. An old Nigerian chieftain once 
said, “I conceive that the land belongs to a vast family of 
which many are dead, few are living, and countless 
numbers are unborn.” It’s to those yet unborn that we 
must pass on land that is as healthy and productive as 
we can make it. A land without healthy forests cannot 
be considered healthy or productive. The forests we 
plant today are for our grandchildren and their 
grandchildren. Let us dedicate ourselves to whatever it 
takes to insure that healthy forests are part of the land 
they inherit from us.  

 

IWOA WOODLAND OWNER OF THE YEAR 
 

In order to provide recognition for all of the great 

work and effort that our members put forth in 

maintaining their wooded areas we have decided  to 

provide a Walnut laser engraved plaque in the shape of 

the State of Iowa.  

This plaque will be provided the land owner that 

hosts our Fall Field Day/Annual meeting. 

Apply now.  The sooner we start planning the 

smoother this process will be for all. 

Email board member Ed Kocal   

edkocal@yahoo.com or Paul Millice pmillice@aol.com 

or if you don’t do email then Paul Millice 2254 Black 

Diamond Rd SW Iowa City IA 52240 
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DISTRICT FORESTER SPOTLIGHT 
 

EMMA KERNS 
DISTRICT 2 PRIVATE LANDS FORESTRY SPECIALIST 

 

By Steve Meyer, Timber Talk Editor 
 

 
 

Emma Kerns is the District 2 Private Lands 
Forestry Specialist with the Iowa DNR and Wildlife 
Management Institute. She is headquartered in 
New Hampton and works under District Foresters 
Greg Heidebrink and Jason Walker and sometimes 
helps Joe Herring in District 3.  District 2 includes 
Kossuth, Winnebago, Hancock, Worth, Cerro 
Gordo, Mitchell, Floyd, Howard, Chickasaw, 
Bremer, Winneshiek Counties. 

Emma grew up in Edgewood, Iowa and went to 
ISU to get her degree in Forestry along with a 
minor in Sustainability. During college she interned 
with the Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation and the 
Minnesota DNR. She worked for Dr. Billy Beck 
throughout college as an undergraduate research 
assistant and teaching assistant.  

Emma got into forestry because she grew up 
watching her parents Jim and Jody Kerns actively 
manage their own woodlands. “I was always 
interested in this and in my senior year in high 
school I learned there were careers in forestry 
work.” 

Emma’s main responsibility as Private Lands 
Forestry Specialist is providing technical assistance 

to private landowners. She does this through site 
visits and developing management plans for tree 
planting, timber stand improvement and brush 
management. Another of her responsibilities is 
helping with field days and various public 
engagement activities. Emma says the most 
rewarding part of her job is getting to work with 
landowners and the opportunity to educate them 
about their land and how to take care of it. “I really 
enjoy hearing what people want out of their 
property and then showing them how they can 
accomplish their goals. And, of course I really enjoy 
spending a lot of time in the woods, which this job 
allows me to do. I find planting trees very fulfilling. 
At this point I anxiously await seeing my plans put 
into action. I think a lot about how the places I 
work with will look like in ten, twenty or fifty years 
from now.” 

 

MARK STEFFEN 
2022 IWOA SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT 

 

 
 

Below is From Mark Steffen 
 

“Thank you for funding the Iowa Woodland 
Owners Association Forestry Scholarship. Your 
financial support is greatly appreciated as I work 
towards receiving my degree. I will be continuing 
my education in Forestry this coming fall. Currently 
I am studying Forest Ecosystem Management 
within the Forestry program. The money from this 
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scholarship will help me to pay for my tuition and 
housing for this coming year. 

This past year was my third year at Iowa State 
University. This year, again, offered me many 
opportunities for learning and development. I 
continued in my role as a treasurer for the Forestry 
Club during this past year. The position is a great 
opportunity for professional development with its 
many duties and responsibilities and the chances to 
serve my club members. I have really enjoyed this 
role in my club, but unfortunately as I will be 
graduating this fall, I will only be able to assist the 
new treasurer as they assume the responsibilities 
of that position. I had a great intern experience this 
past summer working with urban forestry in Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota. I had many opportunities to 
interact with the public and improve on many of 
my skills. This coming summer I will be interning at 
the Iowa Arboretum. I look forward to this as it will 
be an opportunity to work on improving a different 
skill set and learning new skills. There are many 
opportunities for projects related to the 120 acres 
managed by the arboretum. 

After graduation, I currently plan to work as an 
urban forester in a community likely in the 
Midwest. I look forward to being able to apply the 
information I learn and skills I gain during my time 
at Iowa State. Again, thank you for your support as 
I pursue my education and future goals.” 

Sincerely, 
Mark Steffen 

 
 

“It is not so much for its beauty that the 

forest makes a claim upon men’s hearts, 

as for that subtle something, that quality 

of air that emanation from old trees, that 

so wonderfully changes and renews a 

weary spirit.” 

Robert Louis Stevenson 

 
 

JOHN F. LACEY 
IOWA’S CONSERVATIONIST POLITICIAN 
 

 
 

Here’s an Iowan that few Iowan’s have heard 
much about, in fact most probably don’t know 
anything about him. Yet Congressman John F. 
Lacey was as much a component of natural 
resource conservation in our country as any of the 
heralded men like Gifford Pinchot, John Muir or 
President Theodore Roosevelt. He was such a 
factor of influence over natural resource 
conservation that President Roosevelt is quoted as 
stating that he was always relieved to have Lacey 
on his side when he duked it out with legislators 
over conservation legislation and acts. Following is 
a biographical sketch of Lacey that is provided by 
the Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation.--Editor 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Before Silent Spring... 
Before Ding Darling... 
Before Teddy Roosevelt... 
There was Major John F. Lacey! 
 

Here you can learn about this unsung hero -- the 
first strong Congressional voice for conservation in 
America. A century ago, he led the passage of 
legislation that still protects wilderness areas, 
wildlife, and migratory birds today! The lasting 
success of this "Iowa boy" in environmental policy 
should inspire us common folk to speak out for 
conservation today, too. 
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Biography 
 

John Fletcher Lacey was born on May 30, 1841 
in New Martinsville, West Virginia. In 1855 his 
family moved to Iowa. They arrived at Keokuk by 
steamboat and then drove a team of horses across 
the mostly unbroken prairie to Oskaloosa, where 
they settled. Lacey considered this trip through the 
wild prairie as one of the most memorable times in 
his life. In 1856, the Lacey family moved to a farm 
in Mahaska County on the Des Moines River near 
Cedar Bluffs, a beautiful natural area of forests, 
cliffs, and stream. John began acquiring a keen 
interest in nature during his teenage years here on 
the farm. Evidently this was also the time he began 
to develop an environmental awareness and a 
deep concern for conservation matters. He studied 
diligently during these years at academies in 
Oskaloosa. 

Lacey joined the Union Army on his 20th 
birthday, May 30, 1861. He served his country 
illustriously during the Civil War for four years. He 
attained the rank of Major before being discharged 
in July 1865. Upon arriving back home he 
immediately started practicing law and soon 
married his sweetheart of many years, Mattie 
Newell. He continued to practice law until his 
death on Sept. 29, 1913, establishing himself as a 
most respected, knowledgeable, and successful 
attorney. 

Mattie and John had four children, but only 
daughters Berenice and Eleanor survived beyond 
infancy. Berenice described her father as the ideal 
husband and father. He loved his family and always 
took time to be with them, no matter how busy his 
schedule. When he was in Washington, one of his 
favorite activities was to take the family to the zoo 
or parks for a picnic on Sunday afternoon. Berenice 
remembered her father as always having had a 
great love for the outdoors and that it pained him 
to see the increasing degree of wanton destruction 
of forests and wildlife in the in the late 1800's. The 
family also traveled extensively. Lacey visited every 
state and many territories over the years, enriching 
his mind and soul along the way. He always looked 
forward to returning home to Iowa, though. 

 

Policy Changes 
 

Forest Reserve Act of 1891: Legislation which 
permitted the President to set aside federal forest 
reserves (now called national forests) from the 
public domain (unsettled federal lands). Lacey 
helped draft this legislation as a member of the 
House Public Lands Committee. The act did not 
define the purposes of the of the reserves 
however. Subsequently, they were viewed as 
preserves or parks in which all mining, logging and 
grazing was prohibited. This created a furor among 
Western legislators causing problems for the forest 
reserves program for years to come. 

 

Yellowstone Protective Act of 1894: A 
comprehensive and detailed law providing for the 
administration of Yellowstone National Park. This 
act was introduced by Lacey on March 25, 1894. It 
also established Yellowstone as an inviolate wildlife 
refuge, the first such refuge in the country. The act 
was the first legislation to establish definitive 
national park management rules and it was also 
the first federal wildlife protection law. This is 
considered a piece of landmark legislation. 

 

Bird Act of 1900: Lacey's daughter, Berenice, 
shared a story about how her father won support 
for his bird act in the House. Representative "Uncle 
Joe" Cannon, of Illinois, a very powerful member of 
the House, was prepared to derail Lacey's bill any 
way he could. Lacey knew that Uncle Joe loved 
apples. So he filled his pockets with beautiful 
apples except they all had worm holes. Lacey then 
gave some of the apples to Mr. Cannon and asked 
him if he remembered there being many worm 
eaten apples when he was a boy. Uncle Joe replied 
that it was only a recent phenomenon. Lacey 
explained to Uncle Joe that it was the killing of so 
many birds which ate the worms that caused the 
condition. This was enough to convince Uncle Joe 
and he removed his objections to Lacey's bill. The 
Major demonstrated his wit in staging such a sly 
performance. 

 

Antiquities Act of 1906: This act allowed "the 
President to declare by public proclamation historic 
landmarks...and other objects of historic or 
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scientific interest that are situated on (federal) land 
to be national monuments." 

Representative Jonathan Dolliver, another 
Iowan (for whom Dolliver State Park was named), 
first introduced an antiquities preservation bill on 
Feb. 5, 1900. Soon it was Lacey who became the 
"moving spirit" behind this legislation. He grew 
somewhat weary of continually trying to get 
Congress to establish national parks. He put his 
emphasis on this legislation because with it a 
President could essentially declare an area a 
national park. Its title would just be different - 
national monument. In fact, most national parks 
created by Congress since 1906 were first 
designated as national monuments by various 
presidents. 

This act was primarily intended to save the 
prehistoric Indian ruins of the Southwest, but over 
200 national monuments, including many large, 
scenic parklands, have been established. Jimmy 
Carter used the provisions of the law to set aside 
56,000,000 acres in Alaska as national monuments 
in order to preserve many pristine areas. Lacey 
would have definitely approved. 

Roosevelt declared Devils Tower in Wyoming as 
the first national monument on Sep. 24, 1906. 
Effigy Mounds National Monument, Iowa's only 
"national park", was established by Harry Truman 
on Oct. 25, 1949 under the provisions of this act. 

Three legislative acts have been referred to as 
the "Magna Carta of American Conservation". 
These are the Antiquities Act of 1906, Park Service 
Act of 1916 and Wilderness Act of 1964. This 
statement indicates the true significance of this 
"Lacey Act." 

 

 

“Mowing down the forests and harvesting 

the waters to fulfill our wildest dreams of 

material wealth just because we can has 

caught up to us.” 

 
Suzanne Simard from her book Finding the 

Mother Tree 

 

 

WOODLAND CRITTERS 
 

DE KAY'S BROWN SNAKE 
Storeria dekayi 

Commonly known as brown snake 
 

 
 

This is a woodland “critter” I encounter 
frequently. When my daughters were in grade 
school we even kept one in an aquarium as a pet 
for a while.  One encounter in particular that I 
remember occurred while I was working in my 
woods. I bent over to pick up something under an 
elderberry bush. When I straitened back up there I 
was nose to nose with a brown snake nestled in the 
branches of the bush.--Editor 

 
The brown snake is very seldom more than 15 

inches long. Its color is grayish brown with a lighter 
streak on its back, bordered with brown blotches. 
The belly of the snake is a beige color with 
scattered black dots on the sides. 

Brown snakes live under rocks, logs and 
woodpiles. They spend a lot of time underground, 
but during heavy rains they will come out into the 
open. 

They feed upon insects, grubs, earthworms, and 
snails. They are especially helpful to humans 
because they help control insect pests in gardens.  

The snakes hunt mostly at night. They use their 
sense of smell, located on their forked tongue, to 
hunt for food. They are also sensitive to vibration in 
the ground. 

Redbelly Snakes may be similar in appearance, 
but lack the rows of spots running down the stripe 
on the back and have red or occasionally orange 
belly. 
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SUPPORTING WOMEN IN FORESTRY 

THROUGH THE WOMEN’S 

WOODLAND STEWARDSHIP 

NETWORK (WWSN) 
 

By Julia Baker 
Natural Resources Extension Program Specialist 

Department of Natural Resource Ecology & 
Management, Iowa State University 

 

 

National Woodland Owner Survey data shows 
that female woodland ownership in Iowa is 
increasing. In 2013 approximately 12% of primary 
woodland owners were women and by 2018 that 
number had risen to approximately 20%. Women 
also made up nearly 50% of co-owners in 2018. 
Despite the availability of forestry programs and 
organizations to all people, women are still less 
involved in these opportunities than men and a 
new program in Iowa is seeking to change that.  

The Women’s Woodland Stewardship Network 
(WWSN) is a collaborative program led by Iowa 
State University Extension and Outreach that was 
launched in October 2021. The goal of the program 
is to empower women to become more actively 
involved in woodland stewardship and forestry in 
Iowa.  

Peer groups and social networks are valuable for 
increasing engagement among women, which has 
been demonstrated by several programs across the 
country, including the Iowa State’s long-running 
Women in Agriculture program. A survey of 
participants in this program found that 88% would 
be more involved in decision-making if they were 
able to increase their knowledge and confidence in 
managing land they owned. Most respondents also 
reported that they preferred women-centered 
programming.  

At many agriculture and forestry programs, 
women are a noticeable minority. Changing that 
dynamic with women-centered events allows 
women to share their personal experiences with 
others and fosters an empowering sense of 
solidarity. When women feel like they have less 
knowledge and experience with woodland 
management than their male peers, they are often 

less likely to speak up during mixed forestry events 
and ask questions about the information they are 
interested in. In addition to providing learning 
opportunities, WWSN creates a space where 
women can increase connections with female 
forestry professionals and other women who own 
or have influence over woodlands. Through these 
events WWSN seeks to help women feel better 
equipped and supported in pursuing their forest 
management ideas and goals. 

WWSN has partnered with several female 
professional foresters and landowners to offer 4 
events since 2021. These events included 
woodland walks and a field day focused on 
management strategies, plant identification, forest 
health, and wildlife habitat. WWSN also offered a 
female woodland owner panel discussion where 
five women shared their personal experiences with 
owning and managing woodlands. These events 
were well attended and participants provided 
positive feedback in evaluations about the 
opportunities to learn from other women.  

Moving forward, WWSN will continue to offer 
woodland walks and field days and will be 
expanding to offer additional opportunities 
including workshops and a female ambassador 
program where women who own and manage 
woodland will be able to showcase the work they 
have done on their property. The ultimate vision 
for WWSN is to increase learning and engagement 
among women so they will not only become more 
involved in management decisions, but also 
become more active in the many forestry 
programs, field days, and organizations in Iowa.   

Upcoming WWSN events are posted on the 
Natural Resources Extension Website at 
https://naturalresources.extension.iastate.edu/. 
Women who are interested in being added to the 
WWSN email list to stay informed about events can 
contact the program coordinator Julia Baker at 
jaclymer@iastate.edu.  
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PRESIDENTS COLUMN 
From IWOA President Russ Glime 

 

We are entering the fall and it appears the 
Covid-19 and Omicron has reduced greatly but we 
still need to be careful. 

A 2022 Fall Forestry Day will be held on 
September 29th at 26726 270th Street   Shell Rock, 
Iowa by the Iowa Tree Farmers. The Tree Farmer of 
the Year will be presented.   It will start at 8:30-
2:30 and you must pre-register at 319-267-2707. 

The Iowa Woodland Owners Fall Field Day will 
be October 27th at the Larry Krotz Tree Farm at 
2750 230th Street, Washington, Iowa 52353 starting 
at 12:00pm and end around 4:30pm.  The IWOA 
Board is trying to make our day more effective and 
there will be no lunch served (water will be 
available).  There is no pre-registration for this 
meeting.  DNR Foresters, ISU Forestry Extension, 
IWOA and Larry will have several demonstrations.  
A short meeting announcing the elected Board 
Members and a by-law discussion will be followed 
by a door prize. 

The State Nursery has sent their Seedling 
Catalog out for this fall already and you can order 
at any time until spring.   (800-865-2477). 

Please visit our website and view its 
information.  If you see any errors let me know 
about it. 

Russ 
 

Minutes of the 03/31/2022 

IWOA Board Meeting 
Held at Pizza Ranch, Vinton, IA 

 

Meeting was called to order at 10:05 A.M. by 
President Russ Glime. Other board members 
present were Craig Semler, Tim Meyer, Steve 
Meyer, Al Wagner, Al Walter, Paul Millice and Ed 
Kocal. 

Minutes from the 01/18/2022 meeting were 
approved without any changes. 

Financial report: Current balance of $23,076.70 
Membership report: 434 members (the12 non-

voting members will be changed to voting 
members.) 

Motion to reimburse Sherri for computer 
program.  Moved by P. Millice/second by S. Meyer-
-Motion carried. 

A rubber stamp was purchased that has State 
Capitol contact information that could be put on 
the back of brochures or our business cards. 

Book entitled “Forest and Shade Trees of Iowa” 
has increased in cost from $36 to $39. 

Due to the fact we have 2 or 3 of the books on 
hand, it was the general consensus to not order 
any more at this time. 

The editor of the Farm Bureau Spokesman 
newsletter was not interested in printing an article 
from S. Meyer. 

The IWOA had a booth at the State Capitol on 
March 2 for Iowa Trees and Coalition Day.  
Numerous legislators stopped by. There are not 
any changes in the law for now. 

The spring field day is scheduled for May 17 in 
Davis Co., a portion of which will be at  Lake 
Wapello State Park.  Ed Kocal and Tim Meyer have 
it organized with numerous speakers lined up. 
Registration fee will be $15 and promotions are 
planned. 

The fall field day is scheduled for Oct. 27 in 
Washington Co. with Larry Krotz. A half-day is 
planned. 

The Iowa Deer Classic was held in Des Moines 
March 4, 5, 6 with Millice and Kocal presenting 
educational sessions. Seven new members were 
signed up. 

The IWOA donated $250 to IDNR for Kids, which 
has become an annual contribution. 

The IDNR has scheduled a “Woodland 
Prescribed Fire Workshop” on April 28 at Stevens 
State Forest in Southern Iowa. 

The annual Iowa Nut Growers Association 
meeting has been scheduled for April 30 at the Linn 
Co. Nature Center. 

The ISU Master Woodland Steward Program 
begins April 5. Those who complete the program 
will receive free memberships, caps and booklets 
from the IWOA. S. Meyer moved/T. Meyer second - 
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to provide $50-$100 worth of refreshments for one 
of the sessions. 

The Tri State Forest Steward conference is 
scheduled for May 21 in NW Illinois. 

No decision on whether or not to continue the 
ISU scholarship will be made until our balance of 
$3000-$4000 at ISU has been reduced by awarding 
some more scholarships. 

Memorials in memory of Tom Brady amounted 
to around $1000. 

Terms for Ed Kocal, Craig Semler and Steve 
Meyer will end at the end of the year but all three 
are eligible for nomination again. 

There was a brief discussion regarding the Iowa 
Tree Farmers possibly paying for ½ of the 
newsletter editor cost. 

P. Millice mentioned that the revised job 
description for our membership secretary is a work 
in progress. 

Meeting adjourned at 11:30 A.M. 
Craig Semler, IWOA secretary 
 

 
 

Iowa Tree Farmers Officers 
 

Gretchen Cline, Chairman 

gretchencline@gmail.com 
 

Francis Main, Vice Chairman 

francismain34@gmail.com 
 

Lisa Louck, Secretary 

l.louck@yahoo.com 
 

Agnes Kenney, Treasurer 

kenneys@alpinecom.net 
 

The Iowa Tree farm system is affiliated with the 
American Tree Farm System and recognizes the efforts 
and accomplishments of individuals as related to their 
woodlands.  If interested in becoming a Tree Farmer 
please contact your Iowa DNR District Forester for more 
information, help with creating a management plan, 
and filing an application to join. 

 

 

 

 

 

The IWOA Board 
 

Russ Glime, President 
r.glime634@gmail.com 

 

Phil McCune, Vice-president 
arcadiafarm2000@yahoo.com 

 

Craig Semler, Secretary 
clsemler@gmail.com 

 

Ed Kocal 
edkocal@yahoo.com 

 

Al Wagner 
wagneraj@netins.net  

 

Tim Meyer 
davisdeer@gmail.com 

 

Al Walter 
Waltera47@gmail.com 

 
Steve Meyer 

gfdchief@netins.net 
 

Paul Millice—Past President 
pmillice@aol.com 

 

IWOA Support Staff 
Cathy Wilkie, Membership Secretary 

CAT_Wilkie@yahoo.com 
 

Sherri Sisson, Treasurer 
Sherri227th@gmail.com 

 

Steve Meyer—Timber Talk Editor 
gfdchief@netins.net 

 

YOUR IWOA MEMBERSHIP 
 MEMBER--woodland owner (voting) $25 

 ASSOCIATE MEMBER--non-woodland owner 

(nonvoting) $25 

 CONTRIBUTING MEMBER--woodland owner 

(voting) $50 

 CONTRIBUTING ASSOCIATE MEMBER--non-

woodland owner (nonvoting) $50 

 FRIENDS OF IWOA-- (nonvoting) $100 

 IWOA FOREST STEWARD-- (nonvoting) $250 

All memberships are for the calendar year.  Our website 

has a Paypal option for those who wish to join 

electronically. All members wanting a print copy of the 

newsletter add $5. 
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HONEYSUCKLE CONTROL 
 

Fall and early winter is the best time for hand-to-
hand combat with what I consider the number one 
enemy among invasive plant species—honeysuckle. 
The following information on honeysuckle control 
is from NRCS Conservation Practice Job Sheet NH-
595--Pest Management – Invasive Plant Control--
Shrub Honeysuckles – Lonicera sp.--Editor 
 
Shrub Honeysuckles 

The exotic shrub honeysuckles are increasingly 
common throughout much of the eastern and 
Midwestern United States where they have contributed 
to reduced species richness, cover of native herb 
communities and to reduced tree regeneration in early 
to mid-successional forests. Although disturbance of 
some kind usually precedes invasion, the exotic shrub 
honeysuckles are adapted to a wide variety of habitats. 
Reproduction is almost entirely by seed. Seed 
production and short-term seed viability are 
consistently high, and seeds are readily dispersed by 
birds and, perhaps, small mammals.  

The exotic shrub honeysuckles also generally leaf-
out earlier and retain their leaves longer than the native 
shrub honeysuckles. This trait, shared by many invasive 
shrubs, gives them a competitive advantage over native 
plants but also allows landowners to easily locate the 
invasive shrubs and determine their extent on a 
property.  
 
Description 

Exotic shrub honeysuckles are upright, multi-
stemmed, oppositely branched, deciduous shrubs. The 
exotic honeysuckles have hollow center branches when 
mature (native honeysuckles do not). The opposite 
leaves are entire (un-toothed margins) and paired. 
Axillary flowers (where leaf is attached to stem) are 
showy with white, pink, and sometimes aging to yellow 
corollas. The fruits of honeysuckles are usually red but 
can be yellow, orange or clear and fleshy. The flowers of 
exotic shrub honeysuckles can be distinguished from all 
native shrub honeysuckles except swamp fly-
honeysuckle (L. oblongifolia) by their hirsute (hairy) 
styles.  
 
Control 

The potential for large-scale restoration of 
unmanaged natural areas infested with honeysuckle is 
probably low. Restoration potential for managed 

natural areas infested with honeysuckle is probably 
moderate. If attacked during the early stages of 
colonization, the potential for successful management 
is high.  

Manual, mechanical, environmental/cultural, and 
chemical methods are all useful to varying degrees in 
controlling honeysuckles. Removing or killing plants will 
provide increased light at the site which may lead to a 
surge of seedlings in the following year. Prepare to 
monitor and control these outbreaks.  
 
Biological Control  

There are no known biological controls of 
honeysuckle.  
 
Mechanical Control  

Mechanical controls include grubbing or pulling 
seedlings and mature shrubs, and repeated clipping of 
shrubs. Effective mechanical management requires a 
commitment to cut or pull plants at least twice a year 
for a period of three to five years. Cuttings should be 
done in the growing season (spring and fall). Grubbing 
or pulling by hand (using a Weed Wrench or a similar 
tool) is appropriate for small populations or where 
herbicides cannot be used.  

Any portions of the root system not removed can re-
sprout. Because disturbed, open soil can support rapid 
re-invasion, managers must monitor their efforts at 
least once per year and repeat control measures as 
needed. Limit soil disturbance whenever possible. 
Winter clipping should be avoided as it encourages 
vigorous re-sprouting.  
 
Prescribed Burning  

Repeated annual prescribed burns during the 
growing season will top-kill shrubs and inhibit new 
shoot production.  
 
Chemical Control  

CAUTION: ALWAYS READ THE ENTIRE HERBICIDE 
LABEL. HERBICIDES ARE REGULATED AND MAY ONLY BE 
USED UNDER SPECIFIC CONDITIONS. CONTACT YOUR 
STATE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE FOR USE 
REQUIREMENTS, RESTRICTIONS OR 
RECOMMENDATIONS.  

Most managers report that treatment with 
herbicides is necessary for large shrub honeysuckle 
populations. Formulations of glyphosate (brand names 
Roundup, and for use near waterbodies, Rodeo) and 
formulations of triclopyr (brand names Garlon, 
Pathfinder, and others), have been used as foliar sprays 
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or cut stump sprays and paints with varying degrees of 
success.  

Glyphosate is a nonselective herbicide which kills 
both grasses and broad-leaved plants while triclopyr is a 
selective herbicide that kills broad-leaved plants but 
does little or no harm to grasses.  

Cut Stump Treatments: For ‘cut stump’ treatments, 
horizontally cut the stem near the ground. Do not 
cut the stem at ground level. Leaving some stem will 
allow another cut and application if there is 
sprouting. Apply a 25% solution of glyphosate or 
triclopyr and water to the stump being sure to cover 
the outer, top 20% of the cut stem. Herbicide must 
be applied immediately following the cutting. This 
treatment is best applied late in the growing season 
when the plant is transporting nutrients to its root 
system (August- October).  
Foliar Treatment: For foliar treatments a 2% 
solutions of glyphosate or triclopyr and water can be 
used. Both glyphosate and triclopyr should be 
applied to the foliage late in the growing season. Do 
not cut down treated plants for at least a full 
growing season.  
Basal Bark Method: This method is effective 
throughout the year as long as snow cover does not 
prevent spraying to the ground level. Apply a 
mixture of 25% triclopyr and 75% horticultural oil to 
the basal parts of the shrub to a height of 12-15 
inches from the ground. Be sure to treat entire 
circumference of the stem in a band at least 12 
inches wide. Thorough wetting is necessary for good 
control; spray until run-off is noticeable at the 
ground line. Do not apply to bark that’s wet from 
heavy dews and rain.  

 
Important Note  

Mention of specific pesticide products in this 
document does not constitute an endorsement. These 
products are mentioned specifically in control literature 
used to create this document.  
 
Disposal  

Small, pulled shrubs should be hung in trees to 
prevent re-rooting. Larger, pulled shrubs may be piled 
or piled and burned, roots up, to prevent re-
establishment. Cut stems may be piled or piled and 
burned. Chip once all fruit has dropped from branches. 
Leave resulting chips on site as buckthorns will spread 
by seeds. 

 

 
 

WHAT’S THAT LOG WORTH? 
 

Gretchen Cline, Forester at Geode Forestry, Inc. 
reports that markets are still ok.  White oak and 
bur oak have inched up again mostly due to a 
strong stave market.  Low grade walnut lumber 
dropped a little but seemed to come back up again 
while higher grade walnut has remained strong.  
Red oak movement has slowed down which is tied 
to overstock.  When red oak prices are good, 
there's over-production across the country and it 
becomes sluggish again.  First and second and 
select grade silver maple is also slow while lower 
grades are moving.  Typically, going into the fall, 
prices begin to firm up. 
 

Species Prices/Board Foot  
Black Walnut $3.00-$4.50  
White Oak $0.90-$1.20  
Bur Oak $0.70-$1.00  
Sugar Maple $0.50-$0.55  
Silver Maple $0.35-$0.40  
Red Oak $0.30-$0.35  
Black Cherry $0.25  
Hickory $0.30-$0.35  
Black Oak $0.25-$0.30  
Ash $0.30-$0.40 (healthy)  
Basswood $0.15  
Elm $0.10  
Hackberry $0.10 
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AT THE WOODPILE 
From Editor Steve Meyer 

 

WHICH DO YOU LEAVE? 

THE WALNUT OR THE OAK? 
 

As I have conducted TSI work in my wood lots 

over the past two decades I have direct seeded 

innumerable walnuts and acorns along with 

thousands of oak seedlings. Over the years I’ve 

pruned and groomed them and spared them from 

encroachment of nasty bristly greenbrier. I’ve 

delighted in the arrow straight walnuts as they 

grow, knowing that someday my decedents can 

send their children or grandchildren to college with 

the financial rewards of my sweet equity. Alongside 

them I’ve groomed well-formed oaks.  Many of 

these trees have survived two derecho wind storms 

and the oaks have healed from bouts with the 

tatters. 

Now I find the oaks and walnuts competing for 

space among the elms and hickories and the walnuts 

are out pacing the oaks and shading them out in 

places.  It’s time to thin the stands. Which ones go? 

The oaks or the walnuts? Do I look out for my bank 

account and leave the walnut or do I look out for the 

better health of the woodlands and leave the oaks 

which provide multiple times more benefit to our 

woodlands and the creatures dwelling there? As 

difficult and heart wrenching as it can be I find 

myself putting the saw to those wonderful looking 

walnuts that I have nurtured so passionately when I 

have to. Our woodlands and all of our natural 

resources have suffered to long at the cost of our 

financial gain. I think I’m achieving a healthy 

balance—leaving enough walnut for future harvest 

while at the same time doing the thing all of us 

woodland owners must do—prosper the growth of 

oaks. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

CLASSIFIEDS 
TIMBER TALK WANT ADS 

 

INVASIVE TREE REMOVAL SERVICE 

I will do removal of Invasive/Unwanted species. I 

will cut, pile and treat. Contact Luke’s Brush 

Management for an estimate at 641-330-6675, or 

email: lucassis@live.com (Insured) 
 

IWOA members can place a free want ad in Timber Talk 

for tree/timber related items.  These want ads will be 

limited to business card size and must not be for 

commercial or business purposes. One should email your 

requested want ad to Steve Meyer 60 days before the 

publish date.  We currently are publishing three times a 

year. April 1, Aug 1 and Dec 15th. Please note there are 

no guarantees on this free offer, if there is not space your 

request may have to wait for the next issue. Send want 

adds to the IWOA editor at gfdchief@netins.net. Please 

be sure to state IWOA WANT ADD in the subject line. 

 
 

WWSN OFFERS CHAINSAW OPERATION AND 
SAFETY CLASS SATURDAY, OCTOBER 15, 9AM-4PM 
AT THE INDIAN CREEK NATURE CENTER IN CEDAR 

RAPIDS 
 
The Women's Woodland Stewardship Network 
(WWSN) has partnered with Bur Oak Land Trust 
and Indian Creek Nature Center in Cedar Rapids to 
offer a chainsaw safety and operation class led by 
women for women. This program will be limited to 
12 participants. The Chainsaw Academy is an 
educational series to teach safety and competency 
skills for personal chainsaw use. The one-day 
course is a mix of in-class instruction and field skill-
building, including chainsaw safety, site hazard 
analysis, saw maintenance, creating a cutting plan, 
and basic saw operation. Lunch will be provided. 
The fee is $65. Pre-registration is required. 
Registration 
link:https://indiancreeknaturecenter.doubleknot.
com/event/bur-oak-land-trust-chainsaw-
academy-for-women/2933882 
 
Announcement provided by Julia Baker 
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Timber Talk is published March, June, Sept. and Dec. 
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IWOA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
MEMBERSHIP LEVELS—NOTE CHANGES 

Please check one 
O Member, $25/yr. 

Woodland Owner, Voting  

O Associate Member, $25/yr. 

       Non-woodland Owner, Non-Voting 

O Contributing Member, $50/yr. 

     Woodland Owner, Voting 

O  Contributing Associate Member $50/yr 

       Non-Woodland Owner, Non-Voting   

O  Friends of IWOA   $100.00 

O  Forest Steward $250.00 + 

All members wanting a printed copy of the 

newsletter add $5.00 

Member Information: 

First Name   

Last Name   

Address   

City_________________________ 

State   

Zip              Home Ph.    

Business or Cell Ph.    

E-mail:_________________________ 

Total Forest Acres Owned_________________ 
Acres in Forest Reserve ___________________ 

Which county Forest Reserves located? 

_________________ 

County that you vote in? ____________ 

Are you a Certified Tree Farm?  YES--NO  
Are you a member of the Iowa Tree Farmers? YES--
NO 

Are you a member of the National Tree Farmers? 

YES--NO 
Have you taken a Master Woodland Manager 
(MWM) course? YES--NO  
Year completed MWM course_______________ 
Would you prefer to receive our newsletter via e-
mail?  YES--NO  
 
 

Note: we collect this information to better serve 

our members.  We do not share this information 

with any persons or organizations not affiliated 

with IWOA. 
 

SEND FORM AND CHECK PAYABLE TO 

IWOA MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY, P.O. Box 

334, NORTH LIBERTY, IA 52317 

PRSTD STD. 

U.S POSTAGE 

PAID 

Dyersville, IA 

Permit No. 28 


