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IWOA SPRING FIELD DAY 

HELD MAY 17 
 

By Ed Kocal, IWOA Board Member 
 

On May 17, approximately 60 people attended 

the IWOA Forestry Field Day in Davis County.  

Four presentations were held in the morning at the 

historic Lake Wapello State Park Lodge, followed 

by a catered lunch.  The afternoon consisted of 5 

site visits on DNR forestland and IWOA Board 

Member Tim Meyer’s forestland. It was an 

informative program and a beautiful day to enjoy 

Iowa woodlands! There were several DNR foresters 

who either presented or chimed in on discussions as 

well as ISU Forestry Extension, Geode Forestry, 

DNR Wildlife, DNR Parks, and a realtor from Land 

Pros. Tim was presented with a nice plaque 

recognizing his many forestry efforts over the years 

and for hosting his property. Congratulations Tim! 
 

 
 

IWOA President Russ Glime (L) presents 

IWOA Board Member Tim Meyer with an 

appreciation award for hosting the Spring 2022 

IWOA Field Day. 
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20 MORE MASTER WOODLAND 

STEWARDS IN IOWA 
 

By Steve Meyer, Timber Talk Editor 
 

The first Master Woodland Steward class since 
2018 was completed this past May and graduated 
20 students. Dr. Billy Beck, ISU Extension Forestry 
Specialist organized the class which had seven 
modules held at different locations in Central Iowa 
over April 5-May 14. The course began with an 
Overview of Iowa’s Forests and Forestry and 
progressed through topics including Planning and 
Goal Setting, How Trees Grow, How Woodlands 
Grow, How Woodlands Change and Woodland 
Management. The final program was a wrap up 
that included a focus on invasive species control. 
Each module came with its own speakers including 
district foresters, private forestry consultants, 
educators and other specialists.  

I was privileged to be a student in this class. 
Owing to my background and experiences 
managing my own woodlands I thought I knew a 
lot. But this class totally changed my views and 
some of my practices. My major takeaways: 

1) The vitality of maintaining oaks in our 
woodlands—in fact all across our landscape 

2) The necessity of opening up the woodland 
canopy and getting sunlight—more sunlight to the 
forest floor 

3) How vital fire is to maintaining woodlands 
and controlling invasive species. 

The most revealing session for me was our visit 
to the Twedt Family Woodlands (Timberland Inc.) 
in Marshall County. The Twedt Family Woodlands 
encompass several hundred acres of woods that 
have been in the family for over a century, and has 
had various forestry management practices applied 
to it for at least a half century. In The Twedt Family 
Woodlands you can see a forest in all stages of 
growth and the results of a variety of woodland 
management practices, in particular what happens 
with a clear cut over time.  

Dr. Beck hopes to offer the course again next spring 
(most likely in NE Iowa), and again in Central Iowa in 
spring 2023. His hope is to have 1-2 courses per year 
from now on, rotating around the state.  

 

 
 

2022 MASTER WOODLAND STEWARDS 

graduates. (photo credit: Vladi Nillissen, ISU). 

 

Mark your calendars for the IWOA 

Fall Field Day to be held on Oct 27 

near Washington IA. Look for more 

details in future issues of Timber 

Talk. 

 

WOODLANDS AND TREES 2022 

IOWA LEGISLATIVE REPORT 
 

Appropriations for Trees and Forest Health 

Approved 
 

Advocates for Iowa’s trees and woodlands once 

again achieved success at the Iowa Statehouse 

during the 2022 Session of the Iowa General 

Assembly. 
 

The Agriculture and Natural Resources 

Appropriations bill, HF 2560, includes $500,000 for 

the state’s forest health management program which 

engages in monitoring, managing, and reducing 

insects and diseases that damage and harm Iowa’s 

forests. 
 

A continuation of the post-derecho tree replanting 

appropriation was given the go-ahead in House File 

2579. The Infrastructure Appropriations Bill 

allocates $250,000 for the re-plantings. 
 

Thanks to all the Coalition members who contacted 

lawmakers in support of both the Forest Health 

program and the continuation of the post derecho 

tree replanting program. 
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Major Study to Include Tree Damage from Deer 
 

A multi-faceted deer depredation bill, which 

includes a significant deer population and deer 

damage study, is on its way to the desk of Governor 

Reynolds. At the urging of the Coalition, a review 

of the impact of deer populations to crops and nut, 

fruit, Christmas, and lumber trees is included in 

Senate File 581. The study is to be conducted by the 

DNR, with the cooperation of ISU Extension, the 

Insurance Division and the Department of 

Transportation. The initial report is set to be 

completed no later than October 1, 2024. Updates 

are then to take place every three years. 
 

Choose Iowa Program Will Help Market Iowa 

Products 

The effort to support new marketing opportunities 

for Iowa agricultural products, including nuts and 

fruits, was again successful during the 2022 Session 

of the Iowa Legislature. Included in an omnibus 

Department of Agriculture policy proposal (House 

File 2581) is the re-establishment of the Choose 

Iowa program. The original Choose Iowa program 

was introduced over a decade ago, but never fully 

implemented. HF 2581 brings the program back and 

the Agriculture and Natural Resources. 

Appropriations Bill provides $500,000 for the 

effort. The Choose Iowa program will provide 

consumers a choice in purchasing a food item 

originating as an agricultural commodity produced 

on an Iowa farm. This includes either an 

agricultural commodity produced on an Iowa farm 

or a product processed in this state, if the product is 

an agricultural commodity that has been prepared in 

Iowa, or any of the product’s ingredients are 

agricultural commodities produced on an Iowa 

farm. The program will also establish an official 

Choose Iowa logo that, via a licensing agreement 

with the Department of Agriculture, is to be used by 

program participants. 

 

A MUST READ! 
 

SAVING FORESTS 
May, 2022 issue of National Geographic 

 

If you can get your hands on this issue I 

highly recommend reading it.--Editor 

MANY WAYS TO IMPROVE YOUR TIMBER 
 

By Steve Lekwa, May 24, 2022 
 

Timber stand improvement, often called TSI, has 
long been associated with timber production as the 
goal. As such, it involves selection of crop trees, 
thinning, and pruning to improve the growth rate 
and quality of those trees selected for eventual 
harvest. The DNR District Forester is likely the best 
resource to help you evaluate your stand and 
establish management goals. There are many ways 
to improve a stand of timber, though, and they 
depend on what the desired goals are. 

Let’s say you want to improve your timber for 
wildlife habitat. You could further refine that by 
deciding what kind of wildlife you’re improving for. 
Is it deer, small game, or songbirds? Improvements 
for wildlife involve determining what factors are 
limiting the forest's current value for the intended 
species. These limiting factors, as they’re called, 
can be simple or more complex. Your DNR District 
Wildlife Biologist may be the best resource to assist 
with that evaluation. Many county conservation 
boards also have personnel who could assist with 
this task. As an example, think about the needs of a 
squirrel if your timber stand is to be its home. It 
will need year-round food sources that will 
certainly include nuts (known as hard mast) in the 
fall and winter. Nuts like hickory and acorns from 
the white oak family are top picks for upland 
forest. Red oak, black oak, and pin oak acorns are 
consumed, as well, but are less favored because 
their high tannin content makes them bitter. 
Walnuts and swamp white oak are better bets for 
floodplain locations. Soft mast might include wild 
cherries, American plum, prairie crab apples, 
hackberries, and other fruit-bearing species. Is your 
timber stand young? If so, it probably lacks hollow 
trees. Squirrels need hollow trees for winter den 
sites and at least the first early spring litter of 
young. Squirrel nest boxes can provide that need 
until natural hollows develop. Trees like boxelder 
and basswood tend to offer hollows at much 
younger ages than oaks or maples. 

Improvements for one kind of wildlife usually 
have benefits for other kinds as well. Soft mast 
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producing trees and shrubs certainly benefit 
songbirds. Species like dogwood and viburnum 
offer flowers and fruit. Hollow trees and properly 
sized and located nest boxes can attract a wide 
variety of cavity nesting birds where natural 
hollows are unavailable. Instead of cutting down 
thinned trees, girdle some and leave them 
standing. Standing dead trees become prime 
nesting sites for woodpeckers and the secondary 
cavity nesting species that follow them. These 
might include chickadees, titmice, crested 
flycatchers, and more.  

Hard mast is a real draw for wild turkeys, wood 
ducks, deer, and some woodpeckers in addition to 
squirrels. Shrub thickets offer prime nesting sites 
for species like brown thrashers, catbirds, 
cardinals, and a variety of other forest birds as well 
as food. Some low growing shrubs like hazelnut are 
also prime winter deer browse. Well-built and 
placed brush piles offer shelter, nesting, and den 
sites for a wide range of forest wildlife including 
wood chucks, rabbits, some songbirds, snakes, and 
even bobcats. 

Pretty much any kind of TSI today is going to 
include battling invasive species. Multiflora rose, 
autumn olive, buckthorn, and garlic mustard can 
virtually take over the forest understory and shade 
out native plants like flowers and young trees. It 
can get so bad that soil is left virtually bare and 
vulnerable to erosion when shade becomes nearly 
complete. Mechanical removal of invasive plants 
buys time, but these plants rapidly regrow from 
their roots. Herbicide must be used with great 
caution to keep form damaging nearby desirable 
plants. Repeated goat grazing is a new 
management tool that shows promise in thinning, 
if not eliminating, these forest destroying invaders. 
Even some native species like red cedar, honey and 
black locusts, hard maples, and ironwood can 
become invasive and suppress more desirable 
forest species. This is particularly so when shade 
intolerant trees like oaks and hickories are 
seedlings struggling to find some sunshine.  

Prescribed fire is another management tool that 
is seeing increasing use in improving and 
maintaining forest stands, but it usually requires 
trained and well equipped help. 

Many, if not most, of our forest stands have 
suffered decades of abuse by grazing, unwise 
harvest, or just plain neglect. Diseases have wiped 
out almost all of our old elms and butternuts. The 
emerald ash borer is well on the way to wiping out 
all of our ash trees. Oaks are suffering increasing 
stress from chemical drift and a variety of fungal 
diseases. Invasive species have reached near 
plague status in some areas. Our forests need a 
great deal of TSI in all its forms if they are to serve 
the needs of our native wildlife and us into the 
future. 
 

Steve Lekwa is a Story City native who graduated from ISU in 

1971 with a degree in Fisheries and Wildlife Biology. He 

retired after 38 years with Story County Conservation in 2011, 

but continues to pursue a variety of outdoor activities (among 

them outdoor writing). He is married to Susan, a retired music 

teacher. They have two grown children and three 

grandchildren. 
 

 
 

WHAT IS TIMBER STAND 

IMPROVEMENT (TSI)? 
 

By Tim Meyer, IWOA Board Member 
 

The purpose of timber stand improvement, or 

TSI, is to free desirable trees from competition, thin 

the trees to desirable numbers, and remove poorer 

quality trees. This improves the overall condition of 

the stand and concentrates growth on selected trees. 

It can also improve the appearance, wildlife, food, 

and health of the wood lot. 

Crowded trees need space. It is kind of like 

“weeding” the garden. One of the most common 

and beneficial things we can do to improve our 

timberland is TSI. Knowing the correct stocking 

rates, and which trees to leave and remove often 

require the help of a professionally trained forester. 

There are cost share programs available in Iowa to 

assist this process. The investment in TSI may have 

a very high payback in the future in “value” of trees 

or improved wildlife. Your Iowa DNR Forester can 

tell you more. 
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REINFORCING A FOUNDATION 

IN OAK 
 

By Lisa Schulte Moore 

Reprinted with permission of Wisconsin natural 

resources magazine 
 

My dad and I like to debate politics, ethics, 

religion and science. There's no topic on which he 

won't try to get under my skin. The environment, 

though, is a common conversational theme given 

my professional pursuits in natural resource 

conservation and because my folks recently bought 

the farm my maternal grandfather grew up on. 

I cite a report on the impacts of excessively high 

deer populations on understory flora; my dad sends 

me a picture, taken from the back window of his 

home in urban Eau Claire of the biggest buck he's 

ever seen. 

I mention the importance of top predators such 

as red-tailed hawks, bobcats and wolves in food 

chains; he tells me a story about how his buddy's 

bird feeders were destroyed by a black bear the 

previous night. 

I tell him how far the science of climate change 

has come in the last few years; he responds by 

sending me a 1971 paper from Science magazine 

warning of impending global cooling. It goes on. 

But recently, rather than trying to rile me up, my 

dad asks if I'm doing okay. What am I doing to keep 

my balance? How do I stay positive? Do I get 

enough sleep? 

As a scientist who studies the causes and 

consequences of changing landscapes, I consider 

human impacts on the biosphere on a daily basis. I 

work with data that document biodiversity declines 

due to loss of habitat, extensive top soil loss 

associated with common agricultural practices, and 

environmental and economic impacts of exotic pests 

and diseases introduced through global trade. 

I understand how many small, seemingly 

inconsequential decisions, scale up to have large, 

sometimes global effects. And, I know all too well 

that the science will never be perfect, but the 

direction we must head is clear. 

I do sleep well at night, though, because I also 

know that positive change begins with me. Change 

also begins with my dad, for that matter, because 

together we are taking steps to improve the 

environment for future generations by restoring 

oaks where we live and work. 
 

The foundational role of oak trees 
 

Why oak? Oak is a foundational species in 

Wisconsin and throughout much of eastern North 

America and portions of the Pacific West. 

Foundational species are those that exert strong 

control on community dynamics and harmonize 

ecosystems. They influence the transfer or 

movement of energy, nutrients and water. 

Most outdoorsy types are already familiar with 

the oak's foundational characteristics. 

Acorns: this nut produced by oaks, in great 

abundance in some years, is a major food resource 

for many mammals, birds and insects. White-tailed 

deer, fox squirrel, gray squirrel, eastern chipmunk, 

wood duck, wild turkey, red-bellied woodpecker, 

tufted titmouse, white-breasted nuthatch and blue 

jay heavily rely on acorns for their fall and winter 

diets. 

Furrowed bark: seeds get stuck in it and spiders 

and insects find ample habitat for hiding in the 

craggy oak tree bark. As such, oaks provide better 

foraging opportunities than smooth-barked tree 

species, such as maples and beeches, for many 

insectivorous birds, including brown creepers, 

white-breasted nuthatches, black-capped chickadees 

and black-and-white warblers. 

Leaves with short-petioles: a petiole is the stalk 

that connects a leaf to a branch, and the petioles on 

oaks are fairly short, at least compared to maples. 

This characteristic allows birds that feed on leaf-

eating insects to remain perched on branches as they 

glean insects off the leaves. In terms of bird 

energetics, feeding from a perched position is much 

more efficient than aerial feeding. Maples have 

comparatively longer petioles, demanding 

energetically intensive aerial feeding from birds, 

resulting in a lower net caloric gain. 

There are a few more reasons why oaks are 

preferable to maples: 

 Maples tend to have lower moth and 

butterfly larvae densities per leaf area 

compared to other hardwoods. This is 

important because moth and butterfly larvae 

comprise a key food resource for many 

birds, especially during migration. These 
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larvae are packed with calories and are slow 

to move, making them easy prey. 

 Oak tree canopies let more light through to 

the forest floor, where it can be used by 

understory plants. For this reason, 

understory plant diversity and cover tend to 

be higher in oak forests. 

 The impacts of higher understory plant 

diversity and cover cascades through the 

ecosystem, translating to higher quality 

habitat for vertebrate and invertebrate 

communities. Lakes and streams benefit 

from a healthy understory because higher 

understory plant cover translates to less soil 

erosion, which yields higher quality habitat 

for fish and other aquatic creatures. 

Many plants and animals have adapted to the 

unique environmental conditions that oaks provide. 

Ecologically speaking, oaks are the foundation for 

many forests, woodlands and savannas in 

Wisconsin. 
 

Cause for concern 
 

Oaks have been the dominant tree group 

throughout the eastern United States and portions of 

the Pacific West for millennia, and now we are 

losing them. While inventories from the Midwest 

today show that mature oaks still dominate the 

overstory of many forests, the next generation is 

missing from their understories. The reason why is 

tied to disturbance, and particularly the lack of it. 

As land use practices have changed, the 

characteristics that once provided oak trees with a 

competitive advantage now contribute to their 

potential replacement by other, later-successional 

tree species, especially maples. 

Oaks are fire-adapted. They evolved in 

landscapes where fires were common and over time 

they developed characteristics allowing them to 

survive, and even thrive, with fire. Fires were 

historically common throughout much of North 

America, often because Native people actively 

burned to facilitate travel, enhance hunting and 

favor preferred plants, among other reasons. 

As Europeans and their descendants settled the 

United States, they heavily logged wooded areas, 

contributed to a proliferation of forest fires and 

widely used woodlands for grazing. Because young 

oak trees can readily sprout from their stumps, the 

combined effects of this harvesting, fire and grazing 

perpetuated oak dominance in many regions, 

including much of southern and western Wisconsin. 

The lack of fire in Wisconsin landscapes today 

has allowed maples and other mesophytic tree 

species (those that do well under moist, shady 

conditions such as ash, elm and ironwood) to 

flourish in the understory of mature oak forests. 

These species are not fire-adapted and are prolific 

seeders. Without fire, they out-compete the oaks. 

In addition, the predominant approaches to forest 

management today are to either do nothing ("hands 

off") or to only remove a few trees here and there 

(selective harvesting). In either case, light levels 

within the forest understory are inadequate for oak 

seedlings to become established. 

Other reasons for oak decline include: 

 Competition with non-native invasive 

shrubs, such as common buckthorn. In the 

forest understory, these shrubs win out over 

oak seedlings in battles for light and 

nutrients. 

 Widespread browsing by white-tailed deer, 

which often prefer oak seedlings and 

saplings to other tree species. 

 Forest pests and diseases including oak wilt, 

oak tatters and gypsy moth. 

The sum of these factors points toward future 

widespread loss of oak trees. Because oaks provide 

a vital foundation for biodiversity, there is a strong 

potential for subsequent declines in the populations 

of associated plants, insects, fish, birds and 

mammals. We are at a critical juncture for oaks. 
 

What can you do? 
 

The good news is we still have mature oaks in 

the canopies of many of our forests and these trees 

can provide seeds for the next generation of oak 

forests. The bad news is that the conditions in the 

understories of our current forests are generally not 

conducive to germinating those seeds and nurturing 

them into trees. 

But you can create the fertile conditions oak 

need by taking a few small steps. 

First, adjust your attitude. There's a widespread 

perception that the best thing to do for biodiversity 

is to leave it alone – à la "nature knows best." But in 

the case of oak and oak-dependent species, well-

executed management activities, including 
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prescribed fire, mechanical shrub removal 

(brushing) and/or harvesting, can do a lot to 

improve habitat for biodiversity. 

When properly executed, prescribed burning is 

especially effective because many oaks are highly 

fire-adapted and their competitors such as ironwood 

and buckthorn are not. 

Brushing and harvesting are useful in locations 

not suited to prescribed fire. Although these 

techniques do not perfectly mimic the fires, they are 

the only option in many places, because of the lay 

of the land, ownership boundaries, liability and 

financial resources. 

Work locally and support local land stewardship 

organizations and group activities. Cut buckthorn 

and plant trees. Cage seedlings to protect them from 

deer. Volunteer on a prescribed burn. If you can't do 

these activities yourself, consider donating to 

organizations employing summer field crews of 

student interns to do this important work. 

Support conservation policies at federal, state 

and local levels. Reward landowners for providing 

environmental benefits, including oak forests and 

quality habitat, clean water and scenic views as well 

as producing marketable goods such as timber, corn 

and soybeans. 

Show your love and appreciation for wildlife by 

maintaining the habitat they depend on. This 

includes hunting or supporting hunters. When there 

are too many animals of any species, they outstrip 

their habitat and starve causing a decrease in the 

population's health as a whole. 

And, finally, talk to your neighbors. If you own 

forestland, find out whether you share similar 

interests and goals for your land. Ask them what 

they have learned from their past management 

efforts: Have they worked with a forester? Who 

would they recommend? Have they tried thinning? 

To what stocking level (number of trees remaining 

per acre of land)? What was the result? How about 

planting? Where did they get their seedlings? What 

about prescribed burning as an option? 

Managing for oak goes beyond a onetime event 

and future collaboration may be needed to see 

progress and regeneration. Oak forests don't end at 

property lines. Tackling the issue of oak 

conservation can't end there either. 
 

 

 

 

Full circle 
 

Now, back to me and my dad. What's our latest 

debate? We've been arguing about how many oaks 

to plant and where to plant them. 

As I mentioned, several years ago my folks 

purchased the farm my maternal grandfather grew 

up on in Wisconsin's Driftless Area. My ancestors 

purchased the land and built there in 1869 at a time 

when the land was covered by prairie, oak savanna 

and marsh. 

When my folks bought the farm, almost all of the 

60 acres were row cropped, despite the land's 

proclivity toward severe erosion. Today, 28 of the 

most sensitive acres are enrolled in either the 

Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) or a local 

prairie restoration program. 

On all of the CRP acres, except those that are too 

wet, my folks have planted trees – predominantly 

oaks. Although these 20 acres do not look like much 

right now, the trees will provide many benefits as 

they grow. 

They will stabilize the soil on this highly 

erodible land. They will capture excess fertilizer 

running off surrounding cropland, keeping it from 

entering the stream down slope. They will soak up 

and transpire water, contributing to flood control 

within the stream. They will help maintain a stable 

climate by capturing carbon dioxide from the 

atmosphere and trapping it in their roots, stems and 

leaves. They will provide acorn crops and habitat 

for wildlife long into the future. And, someday, they 

will provide a hearty source of income for my sons, 

niece and nephew. 

My dad and I sleep easy because we know that 

positive change begins with us. 

It also begins with you. Plant an oak tree and 

watch it grow. Take time to stop and listen to the 

wind in its leaves, birds building nests in its 

branches and squirrels scurrying to collect its 

acorns. Embrace the annual cycles of the sap run, 

flowering, leaf out, growth, seed set and leaf off. A 

simple, but boundless beauty. A service to society. 

A service to you.  
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DISTRICT FORESTER SPOTLIGHT 
 

ZACHARY NIE IS NEW PRIVATE LAND 

FORESTRY SPECIALIST 
 

By Steve Meyer, Timber Talk Editor 
 

 
 

Zachary Nie is the new Private Land Forestry 

Specialist with the WMI (Wildlife Management 

Institute) and is a contract employee with the IDNR. 

He started the position in early June after graduating 

this spring from ISU with a degree in Forestry and 

minors in Animal Ecology and Agronomy. Nie 

grew up in Jesup and graduated from Don Bosco 

High School. In college he worked as a land 

stewardship intern with INHF as well as he worked 

with Dr. Billy Beck and Troy Hereen on a number 

of research projects. He also did a lot of forestry 

work on ISU research farms. His motivation to get 

into the forestry field was his passion for the 

outdoors and helping people to improve the overall 

health of natural resources, in particular forestry 

resources.  

Nie is headquartered in Chelsae at the Otter 

Creek Wildlife Area. His job responsibility entails 

working with landowners and helping them with 

managing their woodlands and helping develop 

forestry stewardship plans. He spends a lot of time 

working with District Foresters Joe Herring and 

Mark Vitosh. 

Nie says he has been fortunate to get out into the 

field every day since starting his position. His goal 

is to have an overall impact on Iowa’s natural 

resources.  “One part of that is helping landowners 

one piece of land at a time,” says Nie who 

emphasizes the importance of starting more oak, 

creating more diversity and advocates more tree 

planting around the state. 

The DNR and WMI have funding for Private 

Lands Forestry Specialists through a grant from the 

Iowa Natural Resources Conservation Service 

(NRCS). This partnership is intended to expand the 

amount of forestry technical assistance available to 

woodland owners in the state, and to provide 

landowners with help navigating available cost 

share programs. 
 

TREE PLANTING VIDEO 
 

The DNR has a new video which aims to 

help people learn to properly plat trees 

and avoid common tree planting 

mistakes. The video can be viewed at 

iowadnr.gov/urbanforestry 

 

WOODLAND CRITTERS 
 

 
 

Yellow Warbler--Setophaga petechia 
 

Here’s a common bird that is seen often in Iowa 

woodlands. Yellow Warblers spend the breeding 

season in thickets and other disturbed or re-growing 

habitats, particularly along streams and wetlands. 

They are often found among willows but also live in 

dwarf birch stands in the tundra, among aspen trees 

in the Rockies, and along the edges of fields in the 

East, where you may find them among alder or 

dogwood as well as orchards, blueberry bogs, and 

overgrown power-line cuts. In the West they may 
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occur up to about 9,000 feet elevation. On their 

wintering grounds Yellow Warblers live in 

mangrove forests, dry scrub, marshes, and forests, 

typically in lowlands but occasionally up to 8,500 

feet elevation. 

Yellow Warblers eat mostly insects that they 

pick from foliage or capture on short flights or 

while hovering to reach leaves. Typical prey include 

midges, caterpillars, beetles, leafhoppers and other 

bugs, and wasps. 

Yellow Warblers build their nests in the vertical 

fork of a bush or small tree such as willow, 

hawthorn, raspberry, white cedar, dogwood, and 

honeysuckle. The nest is typically within about 10 

feet of the ground but occasionally up to about 40 

feet. The female builds the nest over a period of 

about 4 days. First she builds a cup of grasses, bark 

strips, and plants such as nettles. She places plant 

fibers, spider webs, and plant down around the 

outside. The inner cup is lined with deer hair, 

feathers, and fibers from cottonwood, dandelion, 

willow, and cattail seeds. If a cowbird lays its eggs 

in a Yellow Warbler’s nest, the warbler often begins 

building a new nest directly on top of the old one, 

abandoning both its own eggs and the cowbird’s. 

Yellow Warblers forage along slender branches 

of shrubs and small trees, picking off insect prey as 

they go or briefly hovering to get at prey on leaves. 

Singing males perch near the tops of the bushes or 

trees in their territory. As male Yellow Warblers are 

setting up territories they may perform a “circle 

flight” in which they fly toward a neighboring male 

or female in a horizontal, semicircular path. A male 

may also fly slowly with fast, exaggerated 

wingbeats away from a female he is courting or a 

male he is competing with. As these territorial 

encounters proceed, males start by singing at each 

other; as the dispute goes on, the songs get quieter 

or switch to chip notes as the males begin to chase 

each other. Yellow Warblers typically form 

monogamous pairs that sometimes last more than 

one breeding season and reform the next. Yellow 

Warblers defend their nesting territories from many 

species, including other warbler species, 

chickadees, House Wrens, blackbirds, and Eastern 

Kingbirds. They may even chase off other warbler 

species while on their wintering grounds. Common 

predators of Yellow Warbler nests include garter 

snakes, red squirrels, jays, crows, raccoons, 

weasels, skunks, and domestic or feral cats.  

Yellow Warblers are one of the most numerous 

warblers in North America, but their populations 

have been slowly declining by an estimated 0.4% 

per year for a cumulative decline of about 20% 

between 1966 and 2019, according to the North 

American Breeding Bird Survey. Partners in Flight 

estimates a global breeding population of 97 million 

and rates them 8 out of 20 on the Continental 

Concern Score, indicating a species of low 

conservation concern. In the western U.S., the 

grazing of rangelands can degrade Yellow Warbler 

nesting habitat, particularly among stands of willow 

trees along creeks. The Brown-headed Cowbird lays 

its eggs in the nests of many species, including 

Yellow Warblers, and this can reduce their breeding 

success. Like many migratory songbirds that move 

at night, Yellow Warblers can be attracted to and 

killed by collisions with tall, lighted structures such 

as TV towers and tall buildings. 
 

 
 

COPPICING–ANOTHER 

MANAGEMENT TOOL 
 

By Steve Meyer-- Timber Talk Editor 
 

Here’s a tree growth and management strategy 

that any woodland owner needs to have in their tool 

box.  It’s called coppicing, which is cutting a 

deciduous tree completely off only an inch, maybe 

two inches, above the ground. I’ve became 

intrigued by this due to some observations of what 

has happened in my own timbers and some 

discussions we had at sessions of the recent Master 

Woodlands Steward class.  

IDNR District 3 Forester Joe Herring provided 

me a lot of information on coppicing. Basically it 

only works on deciduous trees and apparently will 

work for any deciduous tree. Once the tree is cut off 

it puts up new shoots (often referred to as suckers). 

I have seen it work on trees that were a foot or more 

in diameter, but it seems to work best on seedling or 

sapling size trees. Trees that this is usually done to 

trees that are deformed or damaged--deer damaged 

in particular.  Often times the coppiced stump that is 

left will shoot up a new stem that quickly grows 

four foot tall or taller and will achieve a greater 

height in just a couple years than the tree that was 

https://pif.birdconservancy.org/ACAD/Database.aspx
http://www.stateofthebirds.org/2016/overview/methods/?__hstc=75100365.629402e54322dfe606cf2d2f69513a58.1652444936998.1652444936998.1654514477931.2&__hssc=75100365.1.1654514477931&__hsfp=470798751&_gl=1*1s3vtdq*_ga*MTQ1ODI5MDc0Ni4xNjUyNDQ0OTM1*_ga_QR4NVXZ8BM*MTY1NDUxNDQ3Ny4yLjAuMTY1NDUxNDQ3Ny42MA..#_ga=2.150617974.1951396949.1654514478-1458290746.1652444935
http://www.stateofthebirds.org/2016/overview/methods/?__hstc=75100365.629402e54322dfe606cf2d2f69513a58.1652444936998.1652444936998.1654514477931.2&__hssc=75100365.1.1654514477931&__hsfp=470798751&_gl=1*1s3vtdq*_ga*MTQ1ODI5MDc0Ni4xNjUyNDQ0OTM1*_ga_QR4NVXZ8BM*MTY1NDUxNDQ3Ny4yLjAuMTY1NDUxNDQ3Ny42MA..#_ga=2.150617974.1951396949.1654514478-1458290746.1652444935
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://24.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_mcrv6vNv6W1qit2sxo1_r2_1280.png&imgrefurl=http://signifikat.tumblr.com/post/34713991917&h=444&w=1280&sz=26&tbnid=mNWGXuHrFRHrcM:&tbnh=42&tbnw=120&prev=/search?q=tree+branch+clip+art+free&tbm=isch&tbo=u&zoom=1&q=tree+branch+clip+art+free&usg=__VeiSUfaySN9RZnl2p7hCzyyEhcQ=&docid=C5PoIEywo_gN-M&sa=X&ei=7P3IUbD9AeXW0gHY-4H4Aw&ved=0CDIQ9QEwAg&dur=46
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there before—they come back with a vengeance. 

The reason is the new tree is growing from an 

already established root system that already has 

abundant carbohydrates stored up for new growth. 

According the Herring, generally the agreed 

upon best time of year to coppice trees is late winter 

or early spring (Feb-March) when the harshest cold 

has passed and before tree buds start expanding. He 

says oak trees are particularly adept to coppicing 

because they have a real deep tap root It also works 

great on deer damaged trees. If multiple shoots 

come up you want to trim back to just one or two of 

the tallest and healthiest shoots 

In researching the methods of coppicing I ran 

across some references to the use of coppicing in 

some European countries for wood production. The 

author mentioned a location where trees were 

growing from root systems that were 900 years old 

and had been coppiced multiple times. Think about 

it—a huge 900 year old root system could certainly 

sprout and grow wood at an impressive rate!  
 

IWOA WOODLAND OWNER OF THE YEAR 
 

In order to provide recognition for all of the great 

work and effort that our members put forth in 

maintaining their wooded areas we have decided  to 

provide a Walnut laser engraved plaque in the shape of 

the State of Iowa.  

This plaque will be provided the land owner that 

hosts our Fall Field Day/Annual meeting. 

Apply now.  The sooner we start planning the 

smoother this process will be for all. 

Email board member Ed Kocal   

edkocal@yahoo.com or Paul Millice pmillice@aol.com 

or if you don’t do email then Paul Millice 2254 Black 

Diamond Rd SW Iowa City IA 52240 

 

GETTING STARTED ON A GOOD 

TIMBER MANAGEMENT PLAN 
 

By Tim Meyer, IWOA Board Member 
 

Have you ever heard the term, “The hardest part 

of most things is getting started?” This may apply to 

managing our forests or woodlands. One of the 

purposes of the Iowa Woodland Owners 

Association is educating, mentoring and motivating 

woodland owners to get started in improving their 

properties. This can be a daunting task, but also 

very rewarding, both psychologically, and 

financially. 

In getting started managing your valuable 

timberland asset there are really four things to know 

about timber management. They are: 1) know what 

you have, 2) know what you want to have, 3) know 

what is involved, and 4) know who can help. 

In my previous life (before retirement several 

years ago), I was a financial rep who helped clients 

prepare for their financial and retirement future. As 

I prepared to write this article, I realized the strong 

correlation between the timber management we 

have done and the process of financial and 

retirement planning. 

It is hard to get started, but both require an 

inventory of what we have, what we want to have, 

learning the process to accomplish our goals, and 

finding good people who can help us. 

Looking back on our timber management, I feel 

so fortunate to have had mentors to get me started in 

Timber Stand Improvement (TSI) on our Davis 

County property. Going back there now I see the 

benefits of many nice, straight white oak trees that 

have benefited from many years of more sunlight 

and less competition. I know there is a financial 

benefit to this, but there also is a huge “feel good” 

to me personally when I witness what is happening 

in our woods. Thank you, Ray Lehn and Geode 

Forestry for all your effort and professional help 

and encouragement. Thank you Iowa DNR for the 

REAP Program and many cost share dollars that got 

me started and kept us going. 
 

YOUR IWOA MEMBERSHIP 
 

 MEMBER--woodland owner (voting) $25 

 ASSOCIATE MEMBER--non-woodland owner 

(nonvoting) $25 

 CONTRIBUTING MEMBER--woodland owner 

(voting) $50 

 CONTRIBUTING ASSOCIATE MEMBER--

non-woodland owner (nonvoting) $50 

 FRIENDS OF IWOA-- (nonvoting) $100 

 IWOA FOREST STEWARD-- (nonvoting) $250 

All memberships are for the calendar year.  Our 

website has a Paypal option for those who wish to 

join electronically. All members wanting a print 

copy of the newsletter add $5. 

mailto:edkocal@yahoo.com
mailto:pmillice@aol.com
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PRESIDENTS COLUMN 
From IWOA President Russ Glime 

 

We are close to the mid-year and I am glad the 

Covid-19 and Omicron has reduced greatly but we 

still need to be careful. 

The I.S.U. Extension with Billy Beck as the 

instructor and Forester hosted a Master Woodland 

Steward Program in mid Iowa and he had 20 

persons attending.  Several of our members signed 

up for the class and he is planning another class 

next spring.  The IWOA strongly supports this 

Program and there has been a several year absence 

in this training due to staffing. 

The IWOA had a Field Day on May 17
th

 at the 

Wapello State Park and on private land owned by 

Tim Meyer who is one of our IWOA Directors.  We 

had several Foresters give presentations to the 50 

attendees.  Tim was presented with a Plaque for his 

commitment of Trees, Woodlands and Conservation 

for his work.  We anticipated the attendance would 

be lower since we were about 20 miles distance 

from the Missouri State Line.  

The Illinois and the Iowa Forestry Extension 

hosted another Field Day on May 21
st
 near Sabula 

Illinois and we had several Iowa people attending.  

They are planning on having another class next year 

in the same location. 

The IWOA will have another Field Day on 

October 27
th

 in Washington County and details are 

being worked on.  We are going to have an after 

noon time slot where you have lunch on yourself 

and the program will start around noon.  We are 

going to try this as a new idea to gain attendance 

numbers.  We will be having our annual meeting 

during this meeting for some “By-Laws Changes” 

and elections of Board Members. If any member 

would like to serve on the Board of Directors please 

contact me. 

The Iowa Legislators at this time has not had any 

changes in the Timber Reserve Law.  There is a bill 

floating around that may be signed yet. It makes 

existing Timber Reserve Owners when selling their 

timber property they must notify a new owner.   

Apparently there has been an issue with tax action. 

Visit with your Senator/Representative whenever 

you get a chance to make the Timber Reserve Law 

strong. 

Please visit our website and view its information.  

If you see any errors let me know about it. 

       

    Russ 

 

 

 

The IWOA Board 
 

Russ Glime, President 
r.glime634@gmail.com 

 

Phil McCune, Vice-president 
arcadiafarm2000@yahoo.com 

 

Craig Semler, Secretary 
clsemler@gmail.com 

 

Ed Kocal 
edkocal@yahoo.com 

 

Al Wagner 
wagneraj@netins.net  

 

Tim Meyer 
davisdeer@gmail.com 

 

Al Walter 
Waltera47@gmail.com 

 
Steve Meyer 

gfdchief@netins.net 
 

Paul Millice—Past President 
pmillice@aol.com 

 

IWOA Support Staff 
Cathy Wilkie, Membership Secretary 

CAT_Wilkie@yahoo.com 
 

Sherri Sisson, Treasurer 
Sherri227th@gmail.com 

 

Steve Meyer—Timber Talk Editor 
gfdchief@netins.net 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:r.glime634@gmail.com
mailto:arcadiafarm2000@yahoo.com
mailto:clsemler@gmail.com
mailto:edkocal@yahoo.com
mailto:wagneraj@netins.net
mailto:davisdeer@gmail.com
mailto:Waltera47@gmail.com
mailto:gfdchief@netins.net
mailto:pmillice@aol.com
mailto:CAT_Wilkie@yahoo.com
mailto:Sherri227th@gmail.com
mailto:gfdchief@netins.net
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Minutes of the 01/18/2022 

IWOA Board Meeting 
Held at Pizza Ranch, Vinton, IA 

 

Meeting was called to order at 10:05 A.M. by 

President Russ Glime. Other board members 

present were Phil McCune, Craig Semler, Tim 

Meyer, Al Wagner, Al Walter, Paul Millice, Steve 

Meyer and Ed Kocal (via phone). 

Minutes from the 12/02/2021 meeting were 

approved without any changes. 

Financial report not yet available due to 

problems with Sherri’s computer. 

Our website has been recently updated with 7-8 

pages of material at a cost of $204. 

500 new business cards were printed at a cost of 

~$34. 

The Iowa Association of Counties is 

recommending a change in the timber reserve 

program. More on that later. 

Russ sat in on the ½ hour-long zoom meeting 

from the Iowa State Horticultural Society. 

Paul M. moved and Phil M. second to have Steve 

Meyer approach the editor of Farm Bureau’s 

“Spokesman” for a possible article from the IWOA. 

Motion carried. 

The newsletter was briefly discussed regarding 

four yearly publications as opposed to three. The 

editions would come out in March, June, Sept. and 

December. 

Tim Meyer and Ed Kocal are in the process of 

organizing the spring and fall field days. Dr. Billy 

Beck has shown an interest in participating in one, 

possibly both field days, which are planned for May 

and October. Possible topics are water management, 

invasive species and deer management. 

Iowa Deer Classic March 5-6. We have a booth 

reserved. 

Northwest Illinois Forestry Association had a 

meeting on 01/11/2022 with the topic of carbon 

credits. 

Iowa DNR has a woodland prescribed fire 

workshop scheduled for 04/21/2022. 

Iowa Nut Growers Assoc. Meeting is scheduled 

for 04/30/2022 in Linn County. 

Master Woodland Steward Program by the 

Forest Extension and Billy Beck is planned for 

April and May of this year in central Iowa and will 

be limited to 10-12 people. It was suggested that 

those who complete the program receive a year’s 

free membership in the IWOA along with some 

other perks. Further discussion on that at the next 

meeting. 

It was a general concession that the IWOA 

would most likely not have a booth at the Tri State 

Forestry meeting in NW Illinois. 

Problems with access to our scholarship winner 

due confidentiality were discussed and will be 

discussed further in the future. Chuck Semler is 

currently working on it. 

A motion was made by Paul M and second by 

Steve M to change our bylaws by eliminating the 

non-voting membership categories. Motion carried. 

Tama County is having a “windbreak school” on 

February 8. 

A check for $100 was received in memory of 

Tom Brady. 

It was mentioned that at Tom Rosenburger’s 

service people wore IWOA T-shirts. 

Membership secretary’s duties were once again 

briefly discussed  P. Millice is working on it. 

Ed Kocal pointed out that some of the website 

front page information is out of date and could be 

changed any time now. 
Tim Meyer recommended taking a look at the 

mission statement to see if anything should be changed 

or added. 

Al Wagner moved and Al Walter second to elect 

same officers (Glime -- President., McCune Vice 

President, and Semler secretary). Motion carried. 

Meeting was adjourned at 11:50 A.M. 

Craig Semler, IWOA secretary 
 

Iowa Tree Farmers Officers 
 

Gretchen Cline, Chairman 

gretchencline@gmail.com 
 

Francis Main, Vice Chairman 

francismain34@gmail.com 
 

Lisa Louck, Secretary 

l.louck@yahoo.com 
 

Agnes Kenney, Treasurer 

kenneys@alpinecom.net 
 

The Iowa Tree farm system is affiliated with the American 
Tree Farm System and recognizes the efforts and 
accomplishments of individuals as related to their woodlands.  
If interested in becoming a Tree Farmer please contact your 
Iowa DNR District Forester for more information, help with 
creating a management plan, and filing an application to join. 

mailto:gretchencline@gmail.com
mailto:francismain34@gmail.com
mailto:l.louck@yahoo.com
mailto:kenneys@alpinecom.net
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WHAT’S THAT LOG WORTH? 

 

Gretchen Cline, Forester at Geode Forestry, Inc. 

reports that prices remain essentially the same as 

portrayed in the last issue of Timber Talk in March. 

Prices for woods run standing timber at that time 

were:  

 

Species Prices/Board Foot 

Black Walnut $3.00-$4.50 

White Oak $0.70-$1.00 

Bur Oak $0.50-$0.80  

Sugar Maple $0.50-$0.55 

Silver Maple $0.40-$0.45  

Red Oak $0.30-$0.35 

Black Cherry $0.25 

Hickory $0.30-$0.35 

Black Oak $0.25-$0.30 

Ash $0.30-$0.40 (healthy) 

Basswood $0.15 

Elm $0.10 

Hackberry $0.10 

Cottonwood $0.10 

 

 
 

MEASURING TREE VOLUME 

BOARD FEET 
 

By Steve Meyer, Timber Talk Editor 
 

I’ve had a couple some requests for information 

on how to measure a log and estimate the board feet 

available.  For me to try and explain how is 

cumbersome, so I’ve found a few on-line resources 

that explain the methodology. A couple things I will 

mention is that a full log is 16 feet long and a half-

log (called a bolt) is 8 feet long. In most cases a bolt 

is the shortest length a logger or buyer will deal 

with and generally speaking the smallest diameter 

loggers and buyers deal with is 18 inches (some will 

buy smaller diameter). If you are cutting logs up for 

a timber sale the buyers want an extra 6 inches on 

them, so your 8 foot bolts should be 8 ½ feet long 

and your 16 foot logs should be 16 ½ feet long. If 

you are new to cutting up logs for sale ALWAYS—

ALWAYS—ALWAYS consult with a district 

forester or a private forestry consultant before 

putting a saw to the tree. 
 

Measuring Tree Volume With a Biltmore Stick 

https://forestry.usu.edu/rural-forests/forest-

management/measuring-

stick#:~:text=A%20Biltmore%20stick%2C%20date

d%20to,with%20tonnage%20and%20cubic%20feet. 
 

You Tube measuring tree volume 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F9Tn74xWAZ

A 
 

Measuring Standing Trees—SDSU 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nsQixpPC9tM 

 

 

“Why is the forest such an effective agent in 
the prevention of soil erosion and in feeding 
the springs and rivers? The forest does two 
things: (1) the trees and undergrowth break up 
the rainfall into fine spray and the litter on the 
ground protects the soil from erosion; (2) the 
residues of the trees and animal life met with in 
all woodlands are converted into humus, which 
is then absorbed by the soil underneath, 
increasing its porosity and waterholding 
power. The soil cover and the soil humus 
together prevent erosion and at the same time 
store large volumes of water. These factors -- 
soil protection, soil porosity, and water 
retention -- conferred by the living forest 
cover, provide the key to the solution of the soil 
erosion problem. All other purely mechanical 
remedies such as terracing and drainage are 
secondary matters, although of course 
important in their proper place. The soil must 
have as much cover as possible; it must be well 
stocked with humus so that it can drink in and 
retain the rainfall. It follows, therefore, that in 
the absence of trees there must be a grass 
cover, some cover-crop, and ample provision 
for keeping up the supply of humus." 
(An Agricultural Testament)” 
                                     Sir Albert Howard 

 

https://forestry.usu.edu/rural-forests/forest-management/measuring-stick#:~:text=A%20Biltmore%20stick%2C%20dated%20to,with%20tonnage%20and%20cubic%20feet
https://forestry.usu.edu/rural-forests/forest-management/measuring-stick#:~:text=A%20Biltmore%20stick%2C%20dated%20to,with%20tonnage%20and%20cubic%20feet
https://forestry.usu.edu/rural-forests/forest-management/measuring-stick#:~:text=A%20Biltmore%20stick%2C%20dated%20to,with%20tonnage%20and%20cubic%20feet
https://forestry.usu.edu/rural-forests/forest-management/measuring-stick#:~:text=A%20Biltmore%20stick%2C%20dated%20to,with%20tonnage%20and%20cubic%20feet
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F9Tn74xWAZA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F9Tn74xWAZA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nsQixpPC9tM
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://24.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_mcrv6vNv6W1qit2sxo1_r2_1280.png&imgrefurl=http://signifikat.tumblr.com/post/34713991917&h=444&w=1280&sz=26&tbnid=mNWGXuHrFRHrcM:&tbnh=42&tbnw=120&prev=/search?q=tree+branch+clip+art+free&tbm=isch&tbo=u&zoom=1&q=tree+branch+clip+art+free&usg=__VeiSUfaySN9RZnl2p7hCzyyEhcQ=&docid=C5PoIEywo_gN-M&sa=X&ei=7P3IUbD9AeXW0gHY-4H4Aw&ved=0CDIQ9QEwAg&dur=46
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AT THE WOODPILE 
From Editor Steve Meyer 

 

THE NEXT GENERATION OF 

FORESTERS 
 

This year I planted 900 seedlings and was able to 

start my next generation of foresters. My grandson 

Tate (soon to be 3) helped me plant the first tree of 

the season and granddaughter Adah (5) and 

grandson Knox (2) were with me three weeks later 

to help plant the last two. I hope I’ve planted 

something more than trees. 
 

 
 

Grandson Tate helping me plant the first tree 

of my 2022 planting. 
 

 
 

Grandchildren Adah and Knox planting the 

last tree of 2022. 

Native Iowa Woodland 
Understory Restoration 

Editors Note: This is an ISU Forestry Extension 
publication that can be read and referenced in its 
entirety at the website below. I feel the information 
in this publications is particularly important 
because it seems like when we talk about forestry 
and woodlands management the things that 
occupies most of our attention are the big ticket 
items—trees. In a healthy and vibrant woodland 
we find one, two, maybe three sub-canopy layers 
and groundcover that are equally important as the 
tall trees. 

 
Many Iowa woodlands no longer contain the 

diversity of herbaceous and woody species 
that once provided soil stabilization, nutrient 
retention and recycling, soil organic matter, 
and wildlife food and habitat. Woodlands in 
private ownership that have been used as 
pasture for many decades suffer from soil 
compaction, soil loss, and a ground cover 
composed of few species, most of which are 
cool-season exotics like Kentucky bluegrass 
and smooth brome. Other woodlands that have 
been protected on private land and in state 
parks, preserves, and wildlife areas, suffer 
from severe herbivory by dense deer 
populations and invasions by exotic trees (like 
buckthorn, white mulberry, Siberian elm, and 
black locust), exotic shrubs (like bush 
honeysuckles, multiflora rose, and Japanese 
barberries), and exotic herbaceous species 
(like garlic mustard). The pre-1900 logging 
history in Iowa followed by over a century of 
fire suppression, cattle grazing, and numerous 
introductions of invasives species have 
significantly altered Iowa's woodlands and 
greatly reduced their capacities to function 
within the landscape. 

Due to extreme habitat fragmentation, 
limited dispersal abilities, and complicated 
germination requirements, many woodland 
herbaceous species do not re-establish in 
woodlands when major disturbances are 
reduced or cease. Life history characters of 
many woodland species make restoration by 
seed, a common strategy for prairie and 
wetland restorations, more expensive, slow, 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=axe+clip+art+free&start=114&sa=X&biw=1152&bih=704&tbm=isch&tbnid=3ex6zQitMluc1M:&imgrefurl=http://etc.usf.edu/clipart/28300/28320/axe_28320.htm&docid=lU-kDGYMSHUeOM&imgurl=http://etc.usf.edu/clipart/28300/28320/axe_28320_lg.gif&w=1024&h=258&ei=5wnJUaj9Jsyv0AHcs4CgBQ&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:18,s:100,i:58&iact=rc&page=6&tbnh=76&tbnw=302&ndsp=27&tx=144&ty=42


15 

 

and infeasible because (1) many species 
produce few seeds, especially less common 
species, (2) the seed often has exacting 
germination requirements and low viability, and 
(3) some species may take many years to 
reach reproductive maturity, thereby 
lengthening the time required for a species to 
spread and increase its population at a site. 

The information in this guide can be used to 
determine which species can be sown directly 
at a restoration site and which should be 
started from seed in a greenhouse and 
subsequently transplanted to a site. 

 
https://naturalresources.extension.iastate.edu/und

erstory-restoration 
 

The information in this database has been 
compiled since 1998 by Cathy Mabry 
McMullen, adjunct associate professor at Iowa 
State University, and Larissa Mottl, biological 
field station manager at Grinnell College. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

CLASSIFIEDS 
TIMBER TALK WANT ADS 

 
 

INVASIVE TREE REMOVAL SERVICE 

I will do removal of Invasive/Unwanted species. I 

will cut, pile and treat. Contact Luke’s Brush 

Management for an estimate at 641-330-6675, or 

email: lucassis@live.com (Insured) 
 

 

IWOA members can place a free want ad in Timber Talk 

for tree/timber related items.  These want ads will be 

limited to business card size and must not be for 

commercial or business purposes. One should email your 

requested want ad to Steve Meyer 60 days before the 

publish date.  We currently are publishing three times a 

year. April 1, Aug 1 and Dec 15th. Please note there are 

no guarantees on this free offer, if there is not space your 

request may have to wait for the next issue. Send want 

adds to the IWOA editor at gfdchief@netins.net. Please 

be sure to state IWOA WANT ADD in the subject line. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://naturalresources.extension.iastate.edu/understory-restoration
https://naturalresources.extension.iastate.edu/understory-restoration
https://www.nrem.iastate.edu/people/catherine-mcmullen
https://www.nrem.iastate.edu/people/catherine-mcmullen
mailto:lucassis@live.com
mailto:gfdchief@netins.net
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Timber Talk, June 2022 
Iowa Woodland Owners Association 
PO Box 334 
North Liberty, IA   52317-0334 
IWOA Website: www.iowawoodlandowners.org 
 

Timber Talk is published March, June, Sept. and Dec. 
to serve members of the 
Iowa Woodland Owners Association and Iowa Tree Farmer’s 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

    

IWOA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
MEMBERSHIP LEVELS—NOTE CHANGES 

Please check one 
O Member, $25/yr. 

Woodland Owner, Voting  

O Associate Member, $25/yr. 

       Non-woodland Owner, Non-Voting 

O Contributing Member, $50/yr. 

     Woodland Owner, Voting 

O  Contributing Associate Member $50/yr 

       Non-Woodland Owner, Non-Voting   

O  Friends of IWOA   $100.00 

O  Forest Steward $250.00 + 

All members wanting a printed copy of the 

newsletter add $5.00 

Member Information: 

First Name   

Last Name   

Address   

City_________________________ 

State   

Zip              Home Ph.    

Business or Cell Ph.    

E-mail:_________________________ 

Total Forest Acres Owned_________________ 
Acres in Forest Reserve ___________________ 

Which county Forest Reserves located? 

_________________ 

County that you vote in? ____________ 

Are you a Certified Tree Farm?  YES--NO  
Are you a member of the Iowa Tree Farmers? YES--
NO 

Are you a member of the National Tree Farmers? 

YES--NO 
Have you taken a Master Woodland Manager 
(MWM) course? YES--NO  
Year completed MWM course_______________ 
Would you prefer to receive our newsletter via e-
mail?  YES--NO  
 
 

Note: we collect this information to better serve 

our members.  We do not share this information 

with any persons or organizations not affiliated 

with IWOA. 
 

SEND FORM AND CHECK PAYABLE TO 

IWOA MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY, P.O. Box 

334, NORTH LIBERTY, IA 52317 

PRSTD STD. 

U.S POSTAGE 

PAID 

Dyersville, IA 

Permit No. 28 


