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TIMBER TALK TO BECOME
QUARTERLY

IN THIS ISSUE

At my urging the IWOA Board of Directors has
agreed to expand publishing Timber Talk from
three times annually to a quarterly publication. I
believe this is a move that will provide IWOA and
ITF members with more information in a timely
manner. I have been privileged to serve as your
editor since 2013. In the early days finding content
for Timber Talk was a struggle. Now, thankfully,
we seem to be getting a lot of submissions and
people are providing me with good story leads. The
new schedule for publication will be:
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IWOA FALL WORKSHOP
Bear Creek Hardwoods

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The IWOA fall field day was held at Bear Creek
Hardwoods--17558 Bear Creek Road, Earlham, on
October 9, 2021. The business is operated by Monty
and Becky Button and is an offshoot of their
business Adel Tree Service that was started in 1990.
Bear Creek Hardwoods was started in 1998.
Currently the company employs seven people and
makes ship-lap, flooring, trim, dimension lumber
and lot of custom things like fireplace mantels, live
edge boards and ¾ sawn wood. All their product is
made either from customer supplied logs or logs
obtained through their Adel Tree Service business
that is now operated by their son Jeff. The bought
their first mill in 2004 and now have two mills and
three kilns. A lot of their business comes from

IWOA AND ITF HOLD FALL
FIELD DAYS

IWOA Board member ED Kocal (L) with Monty
and Becky Button, IWOA Woodland Owners of
the Year Award
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various practices from timber stand improvement to
harvest activities to tree planting projects. They
have now planted over 100 acres of crop ground to
trees and native prairie grasses and forbs. Imagine
all the carbon sequestration going on in their area!
The trees require a lot of maintenance, including
some thinning now. Dennis and Rhonda continue
to get help from their two daughters, Ana and Cala,
along with their husbands’ and their grandchildren.
It is truly a family affair.
A 2019 tornado hit parts of their farm and forced
their hand in management decisions including more
invasive burckthorn removal and making way for a
direct seeding project. They’ve also constructed
shallow water areas and annually plant wildlife food
plots. The Westergards are members of the Iowa
Woodland Owners Association and both Dennis and
Cala have served on the Floyd County Conservation
Board.
When I asked Dennis where his passion and
enthusiasm for trees came from he simply said he
recognized the importance of giving back and that
he loves trees.
Greg Heidebrink, DNR District Forester said it
best “The Westergard’s are a fantastic family that
have done some amazing things to their property. I
am so proud of the work they have accomplished!”
A big thanks to the entire Westergard family for
all their hard work making this event possible!

people who have a tree that is of some high personal
value. “It’s neat when you take a tree that the family
knows the history of and they turn it into something
they can use in their home—that’s a lot better than
turning it into firewood or mulch,” says Monty. A
recent project Monty was a local school had 17
dead ash trees that they took down and sawed up to
be used for high school shop class projects.
Monty and Becky were honored at the field day
with the IWOA Woodland Owner of the Year
Award.

Becky Button operating the Baker Bandsaw
Mill at Bear Creek Hardwoods
The 70 + attendees at the field day were given a
tour and demonstration of the Bear Creek
Hardwoods
operation.
There
were
three
presentations in the afternoon provided by ISU
Extension Forestry Specialist Billy Beck, IDNR
Forester Aron Flickinger and IDNR Forester Aaron
Wright.

ITF FIELD DAY HELD AT
CHARLES CITY
Submitted by Gretchen Cline, ITF Chair
Dennis and Rhonda Westergard of Charles City
were honored as the 2021 Iowa Tree Farmers (ITF)
of the Year with a Forestry Field Day at their farm
in September.
The group of around 75 participants were graced
with a sunny fall day full of conversations around
all the hard work the Westergard family has put in
to making their farm a value added to the state of
Iowa.
The Westergard family purchased their property
in 1993 and raised their two daughters to also
appreciate and enjoy the outdoors. The family had
their first Forest Stewardship Plan written by their
DNR District Forester in 1996. Since then, they
have had 6 different project plans written for

Dennis Westergard accepts the 2021 Tre Farmer
of the Year from ITF Chair Gretchen Cline at
the ITF Field Day held at their farm on Sept. 28
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write your legislators to let them know that the FR
Act is valuable to all Iowans. Everyone needs to
contact your friends and neighbors, get them
educated and involved!
If you are a Farm Bureau member:
1. Go to your Annual meeting and tell them to
stop advocating for changes to the FR Act.
2. Call your local County FB and ask to get on
the agenda at their next Board meeting.
Right from the internet: In 2003 USDA Forest
Service funded a study that indicated approximately
32% of the Forest Reserve Landowners in Iowa
were members of the Farm Bureau.
My former manager at P&G was a West Pointer
and had a Masters in Organizational Development.
I would venture to say that if he were working for
the FB or any business, he would not be asking the
State Legislature to raise the taxes on 32% of their
members. Who would do this?
I’m open to suggestions:
Maybe, some public service spots and “Letters to
the Editors”
One new effort is Iowa Woodland Owners
participating in the Iowa Deer Classic

PAUL’S SOAP BOX
From Paul Millice
IWOA Board Member and Past-president
Let’s talk about the Forest Reserve Act for a
change of pace.
In 1906 the Iowa Legislature passed a landowner
property tax incentive known as the Forest and Fruit
Tree Reservation Act to “reduce or eliminate
property taxes to induce landowners to hold their
lands in timber not only as a source of farm income
but also for erosion control, watershed protection
and game cover.”
These goals are even more important today than
when enacted in 1906.
So, it seems as though our Iowa Legislature and
in particular the Iowa Senate has been trying to
make wholesale changes to this valuable program.
There are over 21,000 Forest Reserve (FR)
Landowners in Iowa. The Iowa Woodland Owners
has a membership of around 400 and the Iowa Tree
Farmers around 1,000. I would venture to guess
that many of these non-member FR Landowners
don’t know what our legislators are up to in Des
Moines.
So here is our dilemma, How, do we get the
word out to the other 20,000 Landowners to get
them involved?
We do have access to addresses of all of these
21,000 landowners although this information is not
all in the same format so if we were to send
everyone a postcard it would require a lot of hand
addressing of post cards and the printing and
mailing would run over $10,000, which we cannot
afford.
In my newsletter rants I have suggested everyone
get involved. Go to your local, County and State
Political events and let them know that The FR Act
is important to you and Iowa! Call and email or

IOWA DEER CLASSIC
March 4-6, 2022
Your Iowa Woodland Owners will once, again
participate in the Iowa Deer Classic.
We recognize that we have quite a diverse
membership when it comes to the attitudes around
deer. This is just one effort to help get the word out
to landowners about Woodlands, Trees, the FR Act
and Programs available to Landowners.
Come, spend a half a day at the Deer Classic, if
you get tired come sit at our booth meet old friends
and talk with other tree lovers. We can use all the
help we can get and wear your IWOA or Tree Farm
hat!
We will again be doing seminars! This year is a
spin-off of the Field of Dreams in fact: “Field of
Dreams-Plant it They Will Come”
I did get wind of a Deer Hunter that was taking
big deer off of a 25A CRP tree planting and I did
interview him and have pictures. My problem is that
I can probably only squeeze about 5 minutes out
talking about that plot and his deer.
So, if anyone out there knows of any other
situations where folks are taking deer off of tree
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plantings let me know so we can include in our
presentation.
We can keep their identity and location underwraps. We just need more great stories where folks
have planted trees and are now seeing big deer!
Contact me for Deer Stories or to volunteer time
at our booth at the Deer Classic!
Paul Millice, 2254 Black Diamond Rd SW, Iowa
City IA 52240
pmillice@aol.com
(319)331-1238

woodland areas in Story County bloomed profusely
last spring following prescribed fire last fall. Garlic
mustard populations were much reduced, as well.
Hand pulling took care of mustard plants that
survived the fire.
Asian honeysuckle is a very aggressive shrub
that can completely take over the under story of a
forest. They’re shade tolerant and hold their green
leaves much later into the fall than our native trees
and shrubs. They can grow so thickly that they
shade out all growth from the forest floor including
young trees and wildflowers. Honeysuckle is
shallow rooted, and smaller plants can be hand
pulled. A fall burn can top-kill even larger bushes if
there’s enough fuel, but smaller bushes are easier to
set back with even slow, small fires. Larger bushes
may require a chainsaw to remove. Be sure to treat
the stumps so they don’t resprout. Buckthorn
becomes a small tree that is nearly as shade tolerant,
and can grow as thickly, as honeysuckle. Autumn
olive and multi-flora rose aren’t as shade tolerant as
honeysuckle, but can overrun open forest and forest
edges as badly as honeysuckle.

Fall Woodland
Invasive Plant Control
By Steve Lekwa
Many woodland owners look forward to
enjoying their timbered areas in the fall. It may be
to cut firewood, hunt, or maybe just hike through
the brightly colored leaves. It’s also a time when
some good management practices can fight an
epidemic that’s damaging many wooded areas –
alien invasive plants. Almost all the worst offenders
were deliberately introduced by people over the
years. Some, like garlic mustard, were brought here
as food plants. Others, like Asian honeysuckle,
autumn olive, buckthorn, and multi-flora rose, were
widely planted for wildlife habitat or landscaping.
We were happily planting them by the thousands
when I was beginning my conservation career 50
years ago. I still feel guilty every time I see a
woodland heavily infested with them. As the old
saying goes, “if we only knew then what we know
now!”
Prescribed fire has long been an essential and
accepted management practice on prairie grassland,
but it can also be a useful tool in woodland
management. Garlic mustard is a winter annual
plant that aggressively out-competes our native
woodland wildflowers. The seed produced in spring
matures by summer, and sprouts in the fall.
Seedling mustard plants may be an inch or less tall,
but stay green all winter. They begin growing
rapidly, flower, and set seed again next spring.
Those little seedlings are vulnerable to even a slow,
creeping fall burn through November’s dead leaves.
Native wildflowers are not hurt because almost all
are perennial and dormant in the fall. Some

A newer management practice involves the use of
grazing goats. Goat herds are “hired out” to attack
woodland invasive plants. They prefer to eat broadleafed plants over grass and will readily eat the leaves
and green twigs of many woodland shrubs. They’ll
“walk down” larger shrubs to bring higher leaves within
reach, but larger trees aren’t harmed. A single heavy
grazing won’t kill invasive shrubs, but repeated grazing
weakens the root systems by preventing photosynthesis.
Electric fencing is used to keep the goats on intended
areas until they consume the available forage. Young
trees and herbaceous plants are vulnerable to goat
grazing, too, but few desirable plants will be present in
areas heavily infested with invasive shrubs. The electric
fencing is moved to allow the goats to move to the next
feeding area. A daily source of water is necessary to
keep the herds feeding happily.

Enjoy the fall woods, but always be on the
lookout for invasive plants. It’s much easier to
control them before they become too numerous, and
fall is a great time to work in the woods.
Steve Lekwa is a Story City native who graduated from ISU in
1971 with a degree in Fisheries and Wildlife Biology. He
retired after 38 years with Story County Conservation in 2011,
but continues to pursue a variety of outdoor activities (among
them outdoor writing). He is married to Susan, a retired music
teacher. They have two grown children and three
grandchildren.

4

DISTRICT FORESTER SPOTLIGHT

SIMPLE AND EFFECTIVE
HONEYSUCKLE CONTROL

NEW DISTRICT 9 FORESTER
IS SARAH RUEGER

By Ed Kocal—IWOA Board Member
A 20% glyphosphate solution can be used to
treat cut stems of most species of woody vegetation.
I have used this formulation during the dormant
season on various species and have found that it
works very well on unwanted trees and shrubs with
the exception of black locust. I have also used this
on honeysuckle after it leafs out in the Spring. The
key is to apply the herbicide immediately after
cutting, before sap begins to flow from the stems.
Research done in Wisconsin shows that
honeysuckle can be killed year-round with this
technique.
My favorite technique utilizes two people, one
person cuts with a brush saw or chainsaw. Cut to
within about 2 inches of the ground. The second
person follows with a backpack sprayer. The spray
should completely cover the cut surface of smaller
stems. For stems larger than about 4 inches in
diameter, it is only necessary to spray the outer 2
inches of the stem, making sure that the outside
edge is completely covered with the spray. If
desired, you can add a colorant to the solution so it
is easier to tell what stem has and has not been
treated. For water -based sprays such as this, I have
used inexpensive food coloring with good results.
As always, follow label instructions. As a
minimum, you should wear rubber footwear since
you will invariably get some herbicide on your
boots. Use rubber gloves when handling the
sprayer or mixing. Choose low wind days. If winds
begin to increase while spraying, increase the
droplet size of your spray by adjusting the spray
nozzle or pumping less air into the sprayer. Happy
hunting! Ed Kocal
STORM RECOVERY BLOG

Sarah Rueger, one of the DNR’s newest District
Foresters is originally from Hubbard, Iowa. Sarah
was hired on March 15 and covers District 9 which
includes 15 counties in western Iowa.
She
graduated from ISU in 2019. Right out of college
she worked for the Wright County Conservation
board for a year and then was contracted by the
DNR as a forestry specialist in a position funded by
the Wildlife Institute.
Sarah worked with District Forester Mark Vitosh
when the Derecho hit and has developed a strong
interest in working with storm damaged timber
because it’s such a unique challenge. “What do you
do after your timber is totally decimated?”
Sarah was motivated to go into forestry after her
dad bought some timbered land when she was
young. She spent a lot of time in the woods and
found that was what she really enjoyed. What she
really loves about her job is working with private
landowners. “One of the things I really like about
this job is that by working with people I feel like I
am making a difference.” She said one of the things
she is looking forward to seeing her plans
through—seeing what becomes of the follow
through with her plans.

https://www.extension.iastate.edu/news/stormrecovery-can-lead-more-resilient-forests
This include links to videos
STORM RECOVERY WEB PAGE
https://naturalresources.extension.iastate.edu/en
cyclopedia/tree-and-woodland-storm-recoveryresources

Sarah Rueger
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Research demonstrates that mixed hardwood
stands containing white pine trees house a greater
quantity and diversity of wildlife than those without
them. According to the DNR’s Wildlife Action
Plan, Species of Greatest Conservation Need
(SGCN) such as the long-eared owl, Bohemian
waxwing, white winged crossbill, and bald eagle
benefit tremendously from the cover that conifers
such as white pine provide, particularly after
periods of significant population decline. Large
trees within or above the canopy provides favorable
nesting and perching sites for heron, osprey, various
species of hawks, and other birds. Thermal cover is
vital for countless species of wildlife, especially
during the cold winter months. White pine-rich
areas also provide the conditions needed for plants
such as the endangered northern wild monkshood,
as well as the rare mermaid weed, golden saxifrage,
highbush cranberry, nodding onion, ginseng and
spotted coral root, to expand and prosper. White
pine trees contribute greatly to maintaining and
improving watershed health and also provide
aesthetic and recreational benefits for outdoor
enthusiasts.
If you are interested in learning more or would
like to participate in this project, please contact
Aron Flickinger at aron.flickinger@dnr.iowa.gov or
call 515-291-2829. We would also like to collect
cones from native white pine trees to establish seed
orchards for easier seed collection efforts in the
future. If you have native white pine that we could
collect from, please let me know!
This project is being done in cooperation with
the US Forest Service, Iowa DNR, Iowa State
University, USDA Plant Introduction Station,
Dubuque CCB, Clayton
CCB,
Dubuque
Conservation Society, Friends of DCCB, Iowa
Natural Heritage Foundation and Whitetails
Unlimited.

WHITE PINE RESTORATION
EFFORTS IN DRIFTLESS AREA
By Aron Flickinger, IDNR Forester

There is a lot of vulnerability associated with
white pine and its role within the ecosystems it
exists. Encroachment by shade tolerant species,
lack of disturbance, removal of fire and a lack of
understanding about how to manage for white pine
contribute to the lack of regeneration for this
keystone species from Iowa's forests.
The Iowa DNR has received a grant from the US
Forest Service to perform conservation work to
protect and enhance areas with native white pine
trees in Allamakee, Clayton, Dubuque, Delaware
and Winneshiek counties. This grant can help
landowners with native white pine trees pay
someone to remove other species surrounding the
white pines to help encourage more white pine
regeneration on that site. One acre is the minimum
size area to be eligible for this funding. The grant
can provide assistance on private or public
properties. There is no test for determining if a tree
is native other than reviewing the site history,
looking to make sure there are no non-native white
pines within a quarter mile of the site and focusing
on thin soils which often have rocky outcroppings.
The purpose of the grant is to help younger white
pines get established, so a new generation of native
white pine trees continue to exist on the landscape
in northeast Iowa. Without a plan to help establish
more white pine regeneration, this species will
continue to decline from Iowa’s forests.
When white pine seedlings are beginning to
grow, they are similar to oak in their need for light
to successfully become established. Reducing
pressure from surrounding trees and creating
openings with enough light for seedlings to become
established helps to get the next generation of white
pine established.
White pine can be found along the bluffs of
major rivers like the Upper Iowa, Turkey and
Volga. They add a nice contrast to the hardwoods
that grow around them and the limestone bluffs that
they often grow on. Iowa’s native white pine trees
provide a number of critical services for the
wildlife, plants and people living in the Iowa. They
are tall, long-living trees that enhance the structure
and stability of forests and other landscapes where
they are found.

Natural regeneration of white pine seedlings on
state property near Decorah
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IOWA’S STATE TREE--THE OAK

The benefits from oaks include the famous oak
leaf “litter” which can last up to 3 years and provide
permanent cover to things that live in the soil. It
also helps in maintaining moisture and replenishing
nutrients and organic matter in the soil. Carbon
sequestration and helping manage watersheds are
also great strengths of oaks because of their large
canopies.
Oaks are used as construction lumber, railroad
ties, fuel, fence posts, mine props, flooring,
furniture, ships and boats, tool handles, railroad
cars, interior trim, barrels and kegs.
Oaks are an incredible resource for our state, and
I see why the 1961 General Assembly named it
“The State Tree of Iowa”.

By Tim Meyer, IWOA Board Member
In 1961, the Iowa General Assembly designated
the “Oak” as Iowa’s state tree. According to the
“Iowa Official Register:”
“The Iowa General Assembly chose the oak
because it is abundant in the state and serves as
shelter, food and nesting cover for many animals
and birds. It is difficult to find a tract of natural
woodland in Iowa that does not have in it at least
one species of oak. No other group of trees is more
important to people and wildlife. Acorns, the nuts of
oak trees, are a dietary staple of many animals and
birds. Deer, wild turkeys, pheasants, quail, wood
ducks, raccoons, squirrels, chipmunks, blue jays,
nuthatches, grackles and several kinds of
woodpeckers are a few of the species that depend
on acorns for a significant portion of their diet.”
Twelve species of oak are native to the State;
including white oak, swamp white oak, burr oak,
pin oak, northern pin oak, black oak, chinkapin oak,
dwarf chinkapin oak, shingle oak, black Jack oak
and post oak. These fall into two basic families,
white oak and red oak.
Most oaks don’t produce large quantities of
acorns until they are 40-50 years old. White oaks
maximize seed production (acorns) when around 26
inches in diameter. Black oaks increase seed
production throughout their lives. Red oaks have
large seed crops every 3-4 years, black oaks every
2-3 years, and white oaks every 4-10 years. For this
reason, diversity and a mix of oak species is a good
thing.
The wildlife and pollinator benefits of oaks are
exceptional. Deer, turkeys, squirrels, chipmunks,
crows, rabbits, wood ducks, quail, raccoons and
many birds feast on acorns. Acorns are a valuable
fall and winter food because they provide nutrition
at a necessary time. Up to 75% of a deer’s diet can
be acorns. Deer prefer the taste of white oak, but
will also eat the red oak varieties if whites are not
available.
What is often not as well-known are the
pollination benefits of oaks. Oak trees create a large
“food web.” Between 500-900 moths and butterfly
species use the oak tree. These support bird
populations and also help pollination many of our
crops and fruits. When you see the beautiful birds at
your bird feeders, remember to thank the Oaks!

IOWA MASTER WOODLAND
MANAGER PROGRAM
This program is primarily intended to serve
woodland owners and land managers, but may
also be of interest to school teachers, loggers, and
government employees. The objectives of the
program are to develop a network of highly
motivated, well trained volunteers to assist land
management professionals in improving and
expanding tree resources.
The program features 30 hours of intensive
forestry training focused on managing
woodlands for multiple benefits. In both
classroom and hands-on field labs, you will be
provided
basic
information
on:
tree
identification, tree biology, land and tree
measurements, woodland inventory, silviculture,
forest economics, tree planting, wildlife habitat,
pest management, timber marketing, wood use,
government
assistance
programs,
and
stewardship planning. The program is sponsored
by Iowa State University Forestry Extension and
Outreach and the Iowa Department of Natural
Resources, often in cooperation with County
Conservation Boards.
The Iowa Master Woodland Manager
Program is planned to be held during spring
2022! The event will be located within central
Iowa, but is open to all. Please check this page
regularly for updates.
Those interested in participating should
contact Billy Beck for more information (515294-8837, wjbeck@iastate.edu).
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NON NATIVE TREE OF THE
QUARTER
Hedge Maple

resisted my trimming a little by sending shoots from
the trunk, but have since given up. I try to have a
formula of one third trunk and two thirds growing
limbs. So I plan to trim them to about 8’ as they
grow if my health improves, otherwise I’ll have to
supervise my son. Who has learned a great deal
about trimming, but still has a lot to learn. It helps if
you know what tree you’re trimming, and know its
nature. I would recommend these trees. The foliage
is very dense to the point of not being able to see
through the tree. They have attractive dark green
leaves and seem to have no pests. I also like their
shape. Kind of like a lollipop

Acer campestre

By Tom Brady--past IWOA board member

Hedge Maple is a native of Europe, the near east,
and Africa. It was introduced to this country in
colonial times, but is rarely seen.
It’s a small tree, rarely exceeding 30’ high and
wide. This makes it ideal for planting under power
lines.
Like nearly all maples, the leaves are opposite.
They are 2” to 4” long and wide, are green with fine
hairs underneath and have 3 to 5 rounded lobes. The
leaf has a 4” stem (petiole), and shows milky sap if
detached. They have a pleasing yellow fall color,
and are one of the latest trees to color.
Hedge Maple are typically rounded and dense,
often they are branched to the ground, and as their
name implies, were, and still are used in many
cases, to divide farm fields, and enclose livestock.
The bark is gray-black and lightly furrowed and
ridged, resembling Norway Maple. The tree flowers
in May. They are green and inconspicuous. The
fruit is the usual samaras, about 1/2” long and
slightly less wide. They point away from each other
at about 180 degrees. They resemble a smaller
version of Norway Maple fruit. They are hardy to
Zone 5, possibly to Zone 4. Mine have shown no
die back in my upper Zone 5 area in an eastern Des
Moines suburb.
I bought 10 trees in 1999 from Lawyer nursery
in Montana. I also found a tree at the Iowa
arboretum and gathered some seeds. However, I can
only think of 4 trees growing on the golf course
They are slow growing--about 15’ foot after twenty
years. I have trimmed my trees up about 5’. Having
trees that have limbs that grow clear to the ground is
not suited to the golf course. We can mow around
them, and golfers can find their golf balls. They

Douglas W. Tallamy’s first book, Bringing
Nature Home, awakened thousands of readers to
an urgent situation: wildlife populations are in
decline because the native plants they depend on
are fast disappearing. His solution? Plant more
natives. In this new book, Tallamy takes the next
step and outlines his vision for a grassroots
approach
to
conservation. Nature’s
Best
Hope shows how homeowners everywhere can
turn their yards into conservation corridors that
provide wildlife habitats. Because this approach
relies on the initiatives of private individuals, it is
immune from the whims of government policy.
Even more important, it’s practical, effective, and
easy. You will walk away with specific suggestions
you can incorporate into your own yard.
If you’re concerned about doing something
good for the environment, Nature’s Best Hope is
the blueprint you need. By acting now, you can
help preserve our precious wildlife—and the
planet—for future generations.
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Our Legislators came in early to work on hot
topics (change of elections districts. and COVID
Mandates). When they left in the spring 2021 the
Timber Reserve Proposals changes were very, very
close to passing. This could come up very early this
fall and every member needs to contact their
Representatives and Senators to voice our concerns.
We share a lobbyist but he can’t make all the
contacts.
Please send emails, letters or even Letters to the
Editors of your local newspaper to make your
concerns heard.
We will try to keep everyone informed.
For everyone, my email has been hacked several
times and no I do not want gift cards from your
membership. The latest scam email I saw was just
my name typed in the main address in the first line
but then they use their complete email following my
name. Just don’t open it, if it doesn’t look right.
Visit
our
Website
https://iowawoodlandowners.org/
and help us
correct any errors if noticed by a member.

IWOA WOODLAND OWNER OF THE YEAR
In order to provide recognition for all of the great
work and effort that our members put forth in
maintaining their wooded areas we have decided to
provide a Walnut laser engraved plaque in the shape
of the State of Iowa.
This plaque will be provided the land owner that
hosts our Fall Field Day/Annual meeting.
Apply now. The sooner we start planning the
smoother this process will be for all.
Email
board
member
Ed
Kocal
edkocal@yahoo.com
or
Paul
Millice
pmillice@aol.com or if you don’t do email then
Paul Millice 2254 Black Diamond Rd SW Iowa
City IA 52240

Let the Sun Shine In (LSSI) is an innovative
conservation program aimed at maintaining and
restoring oak-dominated forest communities for the
benefit of both wildlife and the people of southern
Illinois. This is equally applicable to Iowa. To find
out more Google Let the Sun Shine In Illinois.

That is it for now and Happy Holidays.
Russ Glime, President

MINUTES OF THE JULY 15, 2021
IWOA BOARD MEETING

PRESIDENTS COLUMN

Held at Vinton, Iowa

From IWOA President Russ Glime

Meeting was called to order at 10:00 A.M. by
President Russ Glime. Other Board Members
attending were Phil McCune, Craig Semler, Tim
Meyer, Al Wagner, Al Walter, Paul Millice, Steve
Meyer and Ed Kocal (via phone).
Also in
attendance was Larry Wiley.
Minutes from 03/25/2021 were approved.
Financial report was accepted with a balance as
of July 9th of $17,397.77 (corrected)
Membership report showed a total of 436
members.
Forest Reserve bill was “tacked onto” a mental
health bill and is currently in committee. In the
future could be brought before the Legislature
without any further discussions.

Thanks to our members who attended our Field
Day at Bear Creek Hardwoods near Earlham on Oct
9th. We had an estimate of 75 people who attended.
This was our first Field Day since the COVID-19
virus and I haven’t heard of any medical issues.
The IWOA Board is discussing a Spring Field Day
in 2022.
At the Field Day Board Members Al Wagner,
Tim Meyer and Al Walter were re-elected. Steve
Meyer was also elected to fill a vacancy on the
Board. Congratulations to these individuals. Our
next Board meeting is scheduled for December 2nd
and if you are interested in the Board’s functions
you are more than welcomed to attend.
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Our ad in the “Iowa Outdoors” magazine was briefly
discussed. If there is no spike in membership as a result,
there most likely will be no further IWOA ads.
The Iowa DNR is requesting donations for a Native
Lumber Playhouse for the Iowa State Fair and Wallace
Building. Motion by A. Wagner 2nd by T. Meyer to
donate $240 to the saw mill providing the urban walnut
lumber.
P. Millice has still not received word from Forestry
Suppliers regarding a discount and he is still pursuing it.
The Iowa Tree Farmers utilize emails only for their
members and therefore, they are willing only to pay ½ of
the $250 the IWOA Editor receives for the newsletter.
They are willing to pay for the prior 4 issues which will
amount to a total of $500. Their last payment was on
03/2019 and the IWOA accepts their offer.
After a short discussion it was decided to continue
with PayPal for now since our Board Treasurer has
gotten the dues amount corrected.
The bond cost of $100 for the Treasurer has already
been approved for this year but it was determined that
we need to be in compliance with the guidelines.
We will continue to mail a small percentage of hard
copies of the “TimberTalk” newsletter in addition to
emailing most of them for the rest of the membership. It
was stated by Editor Steve Meyer that the main
challenge is receiving an adequate number of articles. It
has improved compared to prior years and that was the
reason the newsletter went from 4/year to 3/year.
The Iowa State University Forestry Scholarship
winner for 2021 is John Ancona from Des Moines. The
Scholarship was for $1,000.
The winners of the IWOA membership drawing are
Greg Twedt-Marshalltown, Franklin Pichelman-Cannon
Falls, MN, Steve Hamilton-Cedar Rapids and David
Bangert-Donnellson. They each received by mail a Tree
ID book for their 2021 IWOA membership renewal.
The Iowa Extension-Master Woodland Owner Class
will be held in the Spring of 2022 in Central Iowa.
The IWOA Fall Field Day will be at 9:00 A.M.
Saturday, Oct. 9 in Dallas County @ Bear Creek
Hardwoods. T. Meyer will get display and materials
from L. Wiley and E. Kocal will bring shirts to sell. It

responsibilities and requesting assistance from fellow
board members when necessary.
It was pointed out that we should make a greater
effort to involve women, such as on the board and as
instructors at field days.
The Tri-State Forest Stewardship Conference is
scheduled for October and will be virtual. The Iowa
Extension will be sending out information when
available.
The Iowa Tree Farmers Field Day will be at Charles
City September 28 on the Dennis and Rhonda
Westergard tree farm.
New Melleray Abbey Forestry Field Day was held
June 12 for Iowa and Illinois tree farmers.
There were 10-12 in attendance.
Membership Secretary job description update--P.
Millice, A. Wagner and President Glime will review and
report back to the board with recommendations.
Iowa Deer Classic in 2022 - consensus was to
continue to participate. P. Millice and E. Kocal will
prepare programs that will most likely keep their
audience spellbound.
Annual PO Box of $94 was paid and a Website
update bill came to $40 has been sent to the Treasurer
for payment.
Iowa Extension Billy Beck will be updating the
events on their website after the Covid-19 events.
Meeting was adjourned at noon.
Craig Semler, Secretary

YOUR IWOA MEMBERSHIP
IWOA recently revised its membership categories.
There are now several options for people. They are
as follows:
 MEMBER--woodland owner (voting) $25
 ASSOCIATE MEMBER--non-woodland owner
(nonvoting) $25
 CONTRIBUTING MEMBER--woodland owner
(voting) $50
 CONTRIBUTING ASSOCIATE MEMBER-non-woodland owner (nonvoting) $50
 FRIENDS OF IWOA-- (nonvoting) $100
 IWOA FOREST STEWARD-- (nonvoting) $250
All memberships are for the calendar year. Our
website has a Paypal option for those who wish to
join electronically. All members wanting a print
copy of the newsletter add $5.

was pointed out that our brochures are needed
before this event to be updated with current
membership prices.
Ballots for board member’s election will be sent out
with the field day notice. Three year terms are expiring
for A. Wagner, A. Walter, T. Meyer. S. Meyer is filling
an open vacancy.
Creating standing committees was discussed at
length. Although there would be value to having certain
committees, it was the general consensus to continue
with individual board members accepting certain
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at the link below. In spring, I had the incredible
opportunity to teach the Wood Properties and
Identification course here at ISU, where the students
and I had to identify 74(!) wood species by
semester’s end. Summer was packed with field and
lab research on woody edge-of-field and in-stream
water quality conservation practices; woodchip
bioreactors, saturated riparian forest buffers, and
beaver dams. Fall offered the chance to participate
in the IWOA fall field day at Bear Creek
Hardwoods, as well as present our woody research
results to a range of non-forestry folks at a national
conference. I was driven in 2021 to get everyone I
encountered excited about wood, one of the most
complex materials on planet Earth. Below is an
extended version of my “pro-wood elevator speech”
from 2021.

The IWOA Board
Russ Glime, President
r.glime634@gmail.com
Phil McCune, Vice-president
arcadiafarm2000@yahoo.com
Craig Semler, Secretary
clsemler@gmail.com
Ed Kocal
edkocal@yahoo.com
Al Wagner
wagneraj@netins.net
Tim Meyer
davisdeer@gmail.com
Al Walter
Waltera47@gmail.com

How do trees make wood?

Steve Meyer
gfdchief@netins.net

Trees hold an incredible power, that being their
ability to fix carbon from the atmosphere via
photosynthesis and create a tangible product –
wood. Trees grow in two ways, they gain height
(primary growth) and diameter (secondary growth).
Within these giant organisms, growth occurs only
within small areas of rapidly dividing
undifferentiated cells, called meristems. Primary
meristems drive primary growth (i.e., stem
elongation), and are located within buds. The
meristem controlling secondary growth is called
(you guessed it) the secondary meristem. This is
more commonly know as the vascular cambium,
and is a few-cells-thick ring encircling the truck,
stems, and roots of the tree. It’s amazing to think
that the entire mass of a giant oak or walnut is
created from this tiny ring of rapidly dividing cells.
During the growing season, the cambial cells divide
to create two essential tissues – xylem and phloem
(Image 1). Phloem is created on the outer side of the
cambium, between the cambium and outer bark.
Phloem is also known as the inner bark. The main
role of phloem is to deliver photosynthate (the
sugary goodness produced in leaves) to the
remainder of the tree. Phloem never gets very thick,
as it is continuously compressed between the
cambium and outer bark as the tree grows in
diameter. The exciting part, as far as wood
production goes, has to do with xylem. Xylem is
conductive tissue, just like phloem, but is produced

Paul Millice—Past President
pmillice@aol.com
IWOA Support Staff
Cathy Wilkie, Membership Secretary
CAT_Wilkie@yahoo.com
Sherri Sisson, Treasurer
Sherri227th@gmail.com
Steve Meyer—Timber Talk Editor
gfdchief@netins.net

EVERYONE KNOWS WOOD IS
GOOD – BUT WHAT IS WOOD,
EXACTLY?
By Billy Beck, ISU Extension Forestry Specialist
The onset of timber harvest season has me
reflecting back on one of my woodiest years to date.
For starters, in late winter my ISU Extension
colleagues and I were able to film an active salvage
harvest in Linn County – the epicenter of the 2020
Midwest Derecho. This produced an extensive
series of YouTube videos focusing on wood, timber
harvest, storm damage, and the roles of loggers,
timber buyers, and foresters – check out the videos
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Well, there you have it – wood is xylem! The
heartwood we covet for a myriad of end uses is
simply dead xylem packed with extractives.

on the inner side of the cambium. Xylem conducts
water and dissolved nutrients up from the roots to
the remainder of the tree. “Xylem UP”, “Phloem
DOWN” is a great way to remember the functions
of each.
In temperate forests, the cambium produces one
layer of xylem each year – better known as an
annual growth ring. Early in the growing season,
cambial cells produce what is known as earlywood.
Earlywood often exhibits large conductive pore
diameters and thin cell walls, giving it, in general, a
light-color look, and lower density (Image 2). As
the season progresses, and water generally becomes
scarce, the cambium begins to create latewood.
Latewood generally has thicker cell walls, greater
density, and a darker color. In a number of species,
this band of latewood is the conspicuous ring that
folks use to gauge a trees age. Wider bands of
latewood also add density (i.e., strength) to wood.
At the end of the growing season, the cambium
“shuts down”, cell division stops, and it ceases to
produce xylem and phloem until it is “fired back
up” in spring. Thus, one annual ring of xylem is
comprised of a band of earlywood and a band of
latewood.
When annual xylem rings are laid down, they are
full of living cells and are actively conducting sap
(the catch-all term for any fluid transported
throughout the tree). These young rings are called
sapwood. As years go by, older sapwood rings
eventually “die” and transition to heartwood. Each
species is unique in the number of sapwood rings
present. For example, catalpa usually has only one
ring of active sapwood, where honeylocust may
have ten to twelve. In other words, it takes twelve
years before honeylocust sapwood transitions to
heartwood. Heartwood differs from sapwood in
three main ways. First, heartwood cells are entirely
dead. Second, heartwood no longer conducts sap
(its primary role is structural stability). Lastly,
heartwood contains extractives, a catch-all term that
describes a cocktail of tannins, resins, oils, fats, and
gums. Each species has a different extractive
mixture, which influences color, odor, rotresistance, durability, and ultimately end use
(Figure 3). If you love the smell of cedar, thank its
unique extractives! Careful though, as some species
(e.g., cottonwood) have extractives that lack distinct
color. For these species, visual determination of
where sapwood stops and heartwood starts is tough.

What is wood made of?
At the elemental level, wood itself is primarily
comprised of carbon, hydrogen, oxygen, nitrogen,
and ash (e.g., potassium, magnesium). Of these,
however, carbon is the greatest component of wood
by mass. Universally, across all tree species, carbon
represents approximately 49% of wood’s dry mass.
So, it’s clear that trees contain a great deal of
carbon. An interesting side note is that our nation’s
forests are estimated to remove twelve to fourteen
percent of our annual greenhouse gas emissions
through carbon sequestration! If all species have
49% carbon, why does such a great variation in
species density, and thus log weight, exist? In other
words, why would an Osage orange log and a
cottonwood log of equal dimensions exhibit
drastically different weights? These differences are
driven by how the wood matrix is arranged. Most
importantly, perhaps, is the ratio of void space
(conductive tissue pores) to actual wood. Other
influential factors include differences in cell wall
thickness, and added density from extractives.
At the molecular level, the primary elements
combine to create three unique organic polymers
(i.e., chains of glucose) critical for the construction
of wood’s cell walls. Across all tree species,
cellulose represents 40-44% of wood’s dry weight.
Fun fact – cotton is nearly 100% pure cellulose.
Cellulose represents the longest of the three
polymers (around 10,000 glucose units), and highquality paper contains a high percentage of this
fibrous material (for strength). Lignin, the second
polymer, is much shorter than cellulose and has
incredible rigidity. Lignin occurs both within cell
walls (providing structural strength) and between
cells (helps bind cells together). Lignin does all
kinds of other cool stuff, like reducing dimensional
change with moisture content fluctuations, and
adding toxicity to deter potential decay agents (e.g.,
fungi). Hemicellulose represents the third polymer,
and has two unique roles. First, it helps to bind
cellulose and lignin together. Second, it contains
numerous moisture sorption sites. So, woods with
higher hemicellulose content can store more water
within their cell walls. In contrast to cellulose,
12

lignin and hemicellulose content varies widely
between species – another example of why wood
species vary so greatly in their properties. To
remember the roles of each within the woody cell
wall, think of a piece of concrete. The cellulose
represents the long rebar within the piece, adding
linear strength. Lignin represents the concrete mix
itself, and produces great rigidity. Hemicellulose
acts at the binding agent, which binds cellulose and
lignin together.
Even if you’re not managing for high-quality
timber on your property, knowledge of wood
production and composition is critical for all forest
stewards. Wood anatomy influences herbicide
uptake, spread of vascular wilts and decay, response
to storm damage and pruning, end use (both
commercial and recreational woodworking), and so
much more. So, I encourage you to keep pondering
the wonders of wood, and continue to educate
yourselves on this incredible material. Spread the
word in 2022 – Wood is Good!

Image 2: Earlywood and latewood bands within a
white fir cross section. One annual growth ring is
comprised of a single earlywood band, and a single
latewood band. Note the darker color of latewood,
indicative of greater cell wall thickness.

Image 3: Freshly-milled black walnut, exhibiting
distinct heartwood. Extractives give black walnut
heartwood its world-renowned color.
Iowa Tree Farm Committee Officers
Gretchen Cline, Chairman
gretchencline@gmail.com

Image 1: Cross section of a young basswood stem,
displaying the position of the vascular cambium
(secondary growth meristem) in relation to phloem
and xylem tissue. Void spaces visible in the xylem
tissue are pores, which allow for vertical transport
of water and dissolved nutrients from the roots to
the remainder of the tree. Light micrograph courtesy
of Dr. Doug Stokke, ISU.

Francis Main, Vice Chairman
francismain34@gmail.com
Lisa Louck, Secretary
l.louck@yahoo.com
Agnes Kenney, Treasurer
kenneys@alpinecom.net
The Iowa Tree farm system is affiliated with the American
Tree Farm System and recognizes the efforts and
accomplishments of individuals as related to their woodlands.
If interested in becoming a Tree Farmer please contact your
Iowa DNR District Forester for more information, help with
creating a management plan, and filing an application to join.
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WOODLAND CRITTERS
Southern Flying Squirrel
Glaucomys volans

WHAT’S THAT LOG WORTH?
Woods Run Prices for Standing Timber—
November 2021—Submitted by Gretchen
Cline, Forester, Geode Forestry, Inc.

Standing lumber prices for all species remain
strong and various buyers I spoke with anticipate
that holding going into the winter months. The most
sought after species continue to be White Oak and
Black Walnut. While Ash has come up in price,
timber buyers are backing off prices in areas with
heavy Emerald Ash Borer infestations. If trees are
already in decline or dead, they break down quickly
and therefore the lumber loses its value. One buyer
commented that it is common to see one or two
species spike in price but they've never had a time
when all species were at the highest levels they
have ever been.

Here’s an intriguing woodland animal that is not
often seen. The southern flying squirrels require
mature trees with classic understory with fallen
rotting logs for nesting and a food source. The
rotting logs have a fungus that is an important food
source. Mostly found in upland eastern deciduous
forests although they can be found in floodplain
timber. They are almost completely dependent upon
oak/hickory forests.
The flying squirrels are the only nocturnal tree
squirrels. The flying squirrel does not truly fly, but
glides through the air, up to 80 yards (meters) or
more, from the top of one tree down to the trunk of
another. It flies with its legs outstretched and the
fold of skin between foreleg and hind leg acting as a
combination parachute and sail (or glider wing).
While gliding, it can turn or change its angle of
descent. Agile and extremely surefooted aloft, it is
relatively clumsy on the ground.
The most carnivorous of the tree squirrels, the
Southern Flying Squirrel feeds on nuts, acorns,
seeds, berries, fungi, lichens, birds and their
nestlings and eggs, some insects, and sometimes
other vertebrates, including carrion. Woodpecker
holes are favored nest sites, but the Southern Flying
Squirrel may build a summer nest of leaves, twigs,
and bark that is similar to that of gray or fox
squirrels. In winter, several individuals may den
together in one tree hole, as their combined body
heat brings up the den temperature; as many as 50
individuals have been found in one nest in winter.
The Southern Flying Squirrel mates in early spring.
The female is receptive for just one day. She usually

Woods Run Prices for Standing Timber
November 2021:
Species Prices/Board Foot
Black Walnut $3.00-$4.00
White Oak $0.70-$1.00
Bur Oak $0.50-$0.80
Sugar Maple $0.45-$0.50
Silver Maple $0.35-$0.45
Red Oak $0.35-$0.50
Black Cherry $0.25
Hickory $0.25-$0.40
Black Oak $0.15-$0.20
Ash $0.25-$0.40
Basswood $0.10
Elm $0.10
Hackberry $0.10
Cottonwood $0.10
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mates with the dominant male, and often a
subordinate as well. At about four weeks of age the
young resemble adults; at five weeks, they exit the
nest to take solid food. Females of this species
defend their young vigorously, and will move them
to another nest if danger threatens. Predators
include owls and many mammals, but the house cat
is the most dangerous.
Flying squirrel populations in Iowa are declining
because of the loss of mature mast producing trees
in stands of timber and "cleaning up timber" by
removing fallen and rotting logs.
To improve flying squirrel populations maintain
older wood lots. Reduce the amount of harvest in
timber with known populations. Leave rotting
material and maintain snag trees. Large areas can
have a larger percent of timber harvest while
smaller areas must have a smaller percent of timber
harvest. Plant new trees along the periphery of
small stands of timber that include high amounts of
oak and hickory species. Construct and place
artificial nest boxes in tracts of timber.

will fit up to a 20 inch bar. I have used the product
just a few times so far, so the jury is still out on long
term reliability. Price is currently $150. This is a
bit more than I paid a few months ago and overall I
think a lot of money for a device this simple.
Maybe one can fabricate their own saw holder.

CLASSIFIEDS
TIMBER TALK WANT ADS
INVASIVE TREE REMOVAL SERVICE
I will do removal of Invasive/Unwanted species. I
will cut, pile and treat. Contact Luke’s Brush
Management for an estimate at 641-330-6675, or
email: lucassis@live.com (Insured)

PRODUCT REVIEW: Sawhaul
Chainsaw Scabbard
Submitted by Ed Kocal, IWOA Board Member
On a compact tractor, there is little room to
safely haul a chainsaw and other items. Hence, I
needed something to hold my saw other than the
tractor bucket. I like to have it empty to push fallen
tree limbs and logs off the trail as I maneuver along
my woodland trails. So I looked online and found
this product. I ordered it through Amazon and had it
a few days later. It installed in minutes once I
figured out where I wanted to mount it. It consists
of a plastic scabbard, steel mounting bracket, and
clamps that attach to either the loader arm support
of your tractor or the ROPS. I attached mine to the
loader arm support as I felt this was the safest and
most convenient place to mount it. When your saw
is inserted into the device, it holds it bar tip pointed
down by gravity.
In all, I am glad I bought the product as it is very
useful. The scabbard could have been made a little
heavier in my opinion and I had to add a rubber tie
strap to secure the saw in place better. The scabbard

IWOA members can place a free want ad in Timber Talk
for tree/timber related items. These want ads will be
limited to business card size and must not be for
commercial or business purposes. One should email your
requested want ad to Steve Meyer 60 days before the
publish date. We currently are publishing three times a
year. April 1, Aug 1 and Dec 15th. Please note there are
no guarantees on this free offer, if there is not space your
request may have to wait for the next issue. Send want
adds to the IWOA editor at gfdchief@netins.net. Please
be sure to state IWOA WANT ADD in the subject line.
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Total Forest Acres Owned_________________
Acres in Forest Reserve ___________________
Which county Forest Reserves located?
_________________
County that you vote in? ____________
Are you a Certified Tree Farmer? YES--NO
Are you a member of the Iowa Tree Farmers? YES-NO
Are you a member of the National Tree Farmers?
YES--NO
Have you taken a Master Woodland Manager
(MWM) course? YES--NO
Year completed MWM course_______________
Would you prefer to receive our newsletter via email? YES--NO

IWOA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
MEMBERSHIP LEVELS—NOTE CHANGES

Please check one
O Member, $25/yr.
Woodland Owner, Voting
O Associate Member, $25/yr.
Non-woodland Owner, Non-Voting
O Contributing Member, $50/yr.
Woodland Owner, Voting
O Contributing Associate Member $50/yr
Non-Woodland Owner, Non-Voting
O Friends of IWOA $100.00
O Forest Steward $250.00 +
All members wanting a printed copy of the
newsletter add $5.00
Member Information:
First Name
Last Name
Address
City_________________________
State
Zip
Home Ph.
Business or Cell Ph.
E-mail:_________________________

Note: we collect this information to better serve
our members. We do not share this information
with any persons or organizations not affiliated
with IWOA.
SEND FORM AND CHECK PAYABLE TO
IWOA MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY, P.O. Box
334, NORTH LIBERTY, IA 52317
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Iowa Woodland Owners Association
PO Box 334
North Liberty, IA 52317-0334
IWOA Website: www.iowawoodlandowners.org
Timber Talk is a published April 1, Aug. 1 and Dec. 15
to serve members of the
Iowa Woodland Owners Association and the
Iowa Tree Farmer’s Association.
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