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IOWA TREE FARMER OF THE
YEAR
Dennis and Rhonda Westergard
Charles City Iowa
Field Day: September 28, 2021
By Greg Heidebrink
Iowa DNR District Forester
Iowa’s 2021 Tree Farmer of the Year is Dennis
(Denny) and Rhonda Westergard of Charles City
Iowa. Iowa State Extension will be having a
forestry field day on their farm north of Charles
City discussing topics like buckthorn control, pond
management, forest management, the Conservation
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Reserve Program (CRP) and deer and beaver
depredation.
Denny and his wife Rhonda have been working
on improving their property since the mid 90’s and
have planted over 100 acres of crop ground to trees.
As you can imagine, these tree plantings take a lot
of maintenance and are currently ready for some
thinning. Things have changed a little from the
early days, Denny and Rhonda now have help from
their 2 daughters Ana and Cala, their husbands and
their grandchildren. Everyone also gets to help
maintain and enjoy the prairie grasses and forbs
they have planted over the years.
The Westergard’s also have some existing timber
across the road from their home that has been
invaded by buckthorn. The family has spent quite a
bit of time battling this invasive plant over the
years. Unfortunately, a recent tornado went through
a portion of this timber and they have been forced to
speed this management up.
The Westergard’s are a fantastic family that have
done some amazing things to their property. I am so
proud of the work they have accomplished! They
would never ask to be recognized, but it is my
honor to recognize them as the 2021 Iowa Tree
Farmers of the Year.
Lunch will be provided by Dave’s Restaurant.
Please Pre-Register with the Floyd County
Extension Office if you want lunch. To register
please call Floyd County Extension at 641-2281453 or e-mail her at xfloyd@iastate.edu by
September 17th, 2021.

DERECHO 2020
By Larry Wiley—Past IWOA Board Member
The Derecho of August 10, 2020 hit us rather
hard. Doppler radar indicated wind speeds of 140
mph near Palo. Fortunately, our house and shop
building sustained only minor damage, but we did
have to replace the roof on the house this spring.
We lost a machine shed and the barn which were
located closer to the river on the original homestead
site. Also lost was the canopy that covered the
roadside campfire wood station. Several trees
around the house and in the windbreak were
destroyed.
The forest was heavily damaged. Hundreds of
the larger trees were either uprooted, had the tops
blown out, or broken off somewhere in between.
Many large root balls were left exposed. All the
trails were blocked, including the one that services
the campfire wood business. With the help of my
sons and some friends we started the cleanup. The
first priority was around the house and the trail to
the campfire wood station. Following that we
started opening the main trail to the most recent tree
plantings and picking up some of the debris in the
barnyard and fields. Eventually my help had to
leave, but I was grateful for all they done, as it gave
me a “jump start” on the huge task that lie ahead.
The larger trees sustained the most damage. The
smaller trees (smaller than 12 inches) seemed to
withstand the winds. Smaller oak and walnut trees
are in good shape. Some hackberry and ash are
bent. Some of the smaller seedlings needed help.
The wind bent the 3/8” rebar stakes supporting the
guards on many seedlings and had to be
straightened. We have cleared all the brush from
the 3 most recent tree plantings so I can mow and
do other maintenance.
My philosophy has been “to harvest the best and
burn the rest”. I try not to spend time on
“diminishing returns”. The equipment I have is
very beneficial for piling up vast amounts of brush
and moving logs. I have burned a dozen or more
brush piles. Most of the trails are now cleared,
allowing access to harvest the damaged trees that
are everywhere throughout the 125 acres of timber.
It is now 10 months later. I still have a long way
to go. However, there has been much progress.
Much of the winter was devoted to salvaging logs,

Dennis and Rhonda Westergard
Directions: Travel north out of Charles City on Shadow
Ave (North Grand Ave. in town) to 155th St. (County
Rd. B33), turn right and travel east to Timber Ave., turn
north and go 3/4 of a mile (gravel road). Westergard's
house (1450) is on the east side of the road.
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This year’s erratic weather is also a cause for
concern. Thunder storms have brought relief to
some areas, but much of northern and central Iowa
remains under drought conditions as this is written
in mid July. We’ve already seen 100 degree heat,
as well, though thankfully not what they’re dealing
with in the West. Trees that were planted to begin
replacing trees lost to the derecho will need
supplemental water in order to survive if drought
and high heat continues. Although smaller bareroot trees such as those from the Iowa State Forest
Nursery may need less, a newly planted container
grown tree should receive about five gallons each
week. A handy way to insure that that water stays
in the root zone rather than running off is to place
an old five-gallon bucket with a small hole in the
bottom next to the newly planted tree. The bucket
can be filled each week and water will slowly
trickle into the root area without running off.
Several inches of clean mulch around new trees will
help to reduce moisture loss and keep the soil in the
root zone much cooler than un-mulched trees.
Make sure that mulch is kept a few inches back
from the trunk, though. Mulch against the trunk can
encourage fungal problems on tender young bark.
Areas where the forest canopy opened up due to
derecho damage are getting more sunlight this year.
This, in turn, may bring a flush of new growth to
the understory. Some of the new growth may be
desirable. Wildflowers that haven’t bloomed in
years may bloom again. Young trees that had been
struggling for light may experience accelerated
growth. That’s particularly true for shade intolerant
species like oaks and hickories that need more
direct sunlight to thrive. Thick shade may not have
stopped invasive species like honeysuckle and
buckthorn, but may have been suppressing some
other problem species. Multiflora rose and autumn
olive don’t do well in deep shade, but may become
a problem in places where they weren’t a problem
before the storm. Be ready to attack forest
invasives when first seen. They can take over a
newly opened forest understory in only a few years.
Derecho and ongoing emerald ash borer damage
will have long-term effects on Iowa’s wooded acres.
There will certainly be losers, but there will be
winners, as well. Nature hates a vacuum, and will
fill it with something that can benefit from changed
conditions. Dead and damaged limbs and trees are
prime habitat for woodpeckers. Uncommon species

mostly soft maple. I have hauled 13 trailer loads to
Wieland’s sawmill in Winthrop. A total of 177 logs
equaling 14,879 board feet. There is still more
maple to be harvested and the walnut grove to clean
up. A pile of pallet grade logs (approximately
3,000 BF) has also accumulated. Smaller logs are
cut and split into firewood.
20 plus cords of
firewood have been processed, which sustains the
campfire wood business this summer and increases
the stockpile of stove wood for next winter.
A new machine shed has just been completed so
we can commence with cleaning up debris and
moving equipment from the destroyed buildings in
the barnyard.
I have managed our woods for 40 years. In 40
minutes, much of that was destroyed. Our tree farm
will never be the same, but because large portions
of it have been intensely managed and we have
planted lots of seedlings over the years, we will still
have a forest on our property. Nature will reclaim
some area, hopefully. God willing it will be
something beneficial that will contribute to a
healthy forest.
The cleanup process continues.
Larry Wiley, Palo, Iowa

A YEAR AFTER THE DERECHO
THINGS TO WATCH FOR
By Steve Lekwa
It’s been almost a year since the great derecho
raged across parts of Iowa leaving devastation in its
wake. Cleanup of damaged trees and repairs to
buildings and infrastructure continues in many
areas. Every thunder storm brings the potential for
more tree damage, but there’s increased likelihood
of damage this year. Damage that may have
escaped notice last fall is being revealed. Many
limbs suffered cracks and splits during last year’s
storm, but didn’t break right away. The weakened
limbs are finally giving way as this summer’s
storms bend and twist them. It will be important to
check trees for this kind of damage after storms and
be ready to do the pruning and wound repairs
necessary to prevent old splits and tears from
opening further.
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like pileated woodpeckers will likely expand their
range into new areas and increase in numbers.
Opened up woodlands will be more like the savanna
habitat favored by red-headed woodpeckers that
haven’t been common for years. Deer will benefit
where sunlight has reinvigorated understories.
Thicker and younger growth will offer more of their
favored winter browse. Storm damage has always
been part of woodland ecology. Be vigilant for
problems, but be patient as we watch our woodlands
and the wildlife that depends on them respond to the
changes.

growing trees slower and less vigorously at best. At
worst, some of your most beneficial and financially
valuable trees could be losing the race to
neighboring undesirables or trees of much lower
financial or wildlife value.
Timber stand improvement (TSI) is one solution
to an overstocked woodland, the other being
prudent harvest if appropriate. TSI is an umbrella
term encompassing any activity that will benefit the
stand, most often thinning. TSI recommendations
are tailored to stands based on individual goals,
desired outcomes, and what there is to work with.
For these reasons, it is important to realize that
every stand is different and I recommend working
with your DNR district forester or a private forestry
consultant to evaluate your particular situation.
TSI practices can be used to reduce competition,
eliminate undesirable seed source, improve form, or
to help regenerate a stand. If implemented correctly
these practices can, by default, improve mast
production and habitat for wildlife, make a stand
more resistant to insect or disease issues, and
become much more productive.
As an ironic generality, it is important to
remember that in forestry, there is typically too
much variability for generalities to be valid.
However, the following rules of thumb are
considered good TSI practice:
 Not only are they the most pleasant, fall and
winter are the best times to perform TSI. If
using herbicide, the chemical will be more
readily taken in by the roots of the tree at
these times. Also, the risk for unintended
damage to residual trees is much lower
given the lower likelihood of growing
season pathogens, fungi, or insect damage.
For these reasons, anyone doing any cutting
should be very comfortable with winter
tree/bud/bark ID.
 Herbicides should never be used on species
considered desirable in that particular area.
For example when thinning, do not treat any
walnut that was cut to favor another
neighboring walnut. There is potential for
like species to graft roots and translocate the
herbicide which can kill the tree you
intended to help. On the contrary, what is
desirable in one stand may not be desirable
in another. If you do not intend to keep any

Steve Lekwa is a Story City native who graduated from ISU in
1971 with a degree in Fisheries and Wildlife Biology. He
retired after 38 years with Story County Conservation in 2011,
but continues to pursue a variety of outdoor activities (among
them outdoor writing). He is married to Susan, a retired music
teacher. They have two grown children and three
grandchildren.

STORM RECOVERY BLOG
https://www.extension.iastate.edu/news/stormrecovery-can-lead-more-resilient-forests
This include links to videos
STORM RECOVERY WEB PAGE
https://naturalresources.extension.iastate.edu/en
cyclopedia/tree-and-woodland-storm-recoveryresources

TSI: A Topic So Important
By Alex Hoffman
Iowa District 10 Forester
If you own woodland in Iowa, chances are high
that at least a portion of your timber is overstocked.
What does this mean? Put simply, an acre can only
support the growth of so much wood per acre. If
your woods are overstocked, this means you are not
capturing the full potential of your area and are
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maple in a stand being TSI’d to favor oak,
you may choose to treat these cuts.
Consider shade tolerance in the species you
are favoring. Thinning a stand of shade
tolerants will usually require less cutting
than what is required for releasing intolerant
species such as oak.
Have a justification for any cut you make.
Ensure you are sticking to the long-term
goals for that area. Once the chainsaw is in
hand, don’t forget to consider the impact of
your decision making.
If pruning for better form, never remove
more than one-third of a tree’s live canopy
in any given year. Additionally, the most
optimum time to prune limbs is when they
are between 1-2” in diameter.

Hoffman began his career as a forestry specialist, a
partner position with Iowa DNR and the Wildlife
Management Institute. Prior to working as a forestry
specialist, he worked for Wapello County Conservation
Board, Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation, Missouri
Department of Conservation, and Iowa State University
Forestry Extension.
Hoffman says that one of his favorite things about his
job is helping people productively manage quite possibly
their most valuable asset for the long-term, all the while
improving the natural resource for wildlife, water
quality, soil health, and more.

Doing nothing is a management decision but this is
often detrimental to most landowner’s goals. Forests are
not stagnant systems. Though it may seem difficult to
flop a 4” red oak you planted to help the neighboring
tree 8 feet away, it is important to remember that they
likely won’t both be there at maturity. TSI allows you to
pick the winners and put the best growth on them. Next
time you are out in the woods, look at the trees with the
largest stem diameters. These trees almost certainly
have the largest canopies. Remember, the canopy is the
food factory!
Every situation is different and no two TSI jobs will
look alike. Consult with a forester to determine what
TSI can do to improve your particular area.

UPCOMING EXTENSION FORESTRY
EVENTS
By Billy Beck, ISU Extension Forestry Specialist
Following a long hiatus, ISU Extension Forestry and
partners are excited to host numerous in-person forestry
field events during fall, 2021! Forestry field days and
conferences will span river-to-river – focusing on critical
issues and providing science-based information relevant
to foresters, forestry contractors, forest landowners,
natural resource professionals, and tree-lovers in
general! In addition to cutting edge, yet practical,
content, our fall forestry extension series will afford a
long-awaited opportunity for the forestry community to
network in-person and regain momentum.
To date, over 12 events and programs have been
scheduled for late summer 2021 through spring 2022.
Please check the “Upcoming Forestry Events” page
within the ISU Extension Forestry website regularly for
updates. In addition, the Tri-State Forest Stewardship
Conference (virtual, “light” edition) is planned for fall
2021, with a full, in-person return planned for spring
2022. The Master Woodland Manager Program will be
held in spring 2022 as well, in central Iowa. Details on
these programs may be found on the “Programs and
Events” page of the ISU Extension Forestry website.
Too excited to wait for fall? “Prime the pump” by
revisiting our archived 2020 virtual forestry field day
videos, which may be found within the “Iowa Forestry
Field Days” page of our main website. Very much
looking forward to seeing you in the woods!
ISU
Extension
Forestry
website:
https://naturalresources.extension.iastate.edu/forestry

OUR DISTRICT FORESTERS
Alex Hoffman—District 10
Alex Hoffman is one of the newer District Foresters
in Iowa. He is based out of Manchester and covers five
northeast Iowa counties: Black Hawk, Buchanan,
Delaware, Dubuque, and Fayette. He received a
Bachelor of Science in Forestry at Iowa State University.
He is originally from Ottumwa and loves southeast
Iowa, but says it is his goal to work in northeast Iowa
after working in the area for a summer internship.
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AND MORE EVENTS

IA Nut Growers Association
on Facebook

Hazelnut Field Days

https://www.facebook.com/IowaNutGrowers/

Wednesday, Sept. 22nd
Wednesday, Sept. 29th

The IA Nut Growers Association is on Facebook,
please check it out and share your experiences,
successes and failures, so that all can benefit. This
is an interactive group page, so feel free to post and
reply. Looking forward to hearing from you! Send
information and content to Dean Sorensen @
elonridge@hotmail.com
The IA Hazelnut Project is also on Facebook, like,
subscribe, and follow along with us.

The Iowa Nut Growers Association, Trees Forever,
and partners will be hosting two hazelnut field days
in September at the Joint Performance Trials as part
of the IA Hazelnut Project.
Wednesday, Sept. 22nd Dell Lawrence Research
Site, 1290 Marion Airport Rd. Marion IA
5:00 – 7:00 with tours starting every 30 minutes
(5:00, 5:30, 6:00 & 6:30)
Wednesday, Sept. 29th Struecker Research Site,
3404 20th Ave, Fenton IA
4:00 to 7:00 view the research site and tour Hazel
Acres and see the process from picking to cracking.

NON NATIVE TREE OF THE
QUARTER
Morus alba

INGA 2021 Fall Meeting & Field Tour
Saturday, Oct. 2nd at 10:00 am

White Mulberry

By Tom Brady--past IWOA board member

The Iowa Nut Growers Association will be
hosting our 2021 Fall Meeting and Field Tour at
several locations in Southern Iowa on Saturday,
Oct. 2nd. The day will begin with a tour of the late
Norman Hanson property in rural Unionville.
Longtime member Norman Hanson, who passed
away several years ago, left a legacy of unique trees
on his property. From black walnut to shagbark
hickory, paw paw, persimmons, chestnuts and more.
The next stop will be at Indian Hills Community
College for lunch and to learn about and tour the
Nut Research Site which hosts black walnuts,
pecans, hickory, chestnut, hazelnut and more. Neric
Smith and Brydon Kaster with Indian Hills will lead
attendees on a tour of the different plantings. Don’t
miss this opportunity to learn about this great site
and all the cool research going on.
Our final stop of the day will be at the chestnut
operation of Jason Gradeless near rural Melrose.
Jason has an impressive chestnut planting and
provides seedlings to new growers interested in
getting started.

Yes, you might wonder why I would spend my
time writing about what is essentially a weed tree.
The answer is I bet few of you have even heard of
the tree, and if you have, I bet you didn't know it
was non-native. I have several in the fence rows
which I consider close enough. When I began
writing columns in 1998 I vowed I'd only write
about trees I knew, and which I had on the golf
course. This tree is a native of China and will
reach 60' with a comparable spread . The leaves 2”
to 7” and up to 6” wide, alternate, single not
compound, variable (as you should expect since it is
a mulberry), egg-shaped or lobed and they are dark
green with little or no fall color--rarely pale yellow.
The slender stems are yellowish or sometimes
reddish brown. They are smooth and do not have a
terminable bud. The tree will live from zone 3 to 8
6

so anywhere in Iowa. The tree itself has a rounded
shape with dense foliage due to the many stems. It's
subject to witches' brooms, which can make a tree
which was not very attractive to begin with pretty
ugly. It's a fast growing tree at about 2' per year.
The bark is just plain brown. They are sometimes
self-fertile, other times not. The fruit is a mulberry,
ripe in June or July and has a purple or pink bloom
over white. I pick and eat them in June or July. I
think they're fine but others say they have little or
no taste. Birds love them and wherever they poop
they plant. To make matters worse, the mulberries
have a laxative effect. As you might expect, this
tree has no landscape value. The tree was brought to
this country to duplicate China's silk industry. They
brought the silkworm also. This occurred when
Jamestown was being settled so the trees have been
around for a while. For whatever reason, their
scheme failed. The silkworm is still around, and the
tree has managed to be naturalized virtually all over
the United States in the 600 years (?) since its
introduction. It does have some varieties that might
be worth planting. An elder in my church has a
weeping form by his front door that is interesting.
As for me, I would never plant one. I pretty much
leave the ones in the fence rows alone. They are an
edge plant, and sometimes invade our no-mow
areas. If I get around to it, I cut them down and treat
the stump heavily with Tordon. If I don't, I end up
with the proverbial Mulberry bush.

AERIAL APPLICATION OF
GLYCOPHOSPHATE WORKS TO
CONTROL HONEYSUCKLE
By Steve Meyer, Timber Talk Editor
In the April 2017 issue of Timber Talk I reported
on a trial being conducted by IDNR officials to
control honeysuckle in Iowa woodlands with aerial
application of aquatic glycophosphate. The basic
procedure is to use an airplane or helicopter to
broadcast a solution of 3% glycophosphate over
forested areas overran with honeysuckle (not
difficult to find in Iowa) in late fall or early winter
when native trees and plants have gone dormant but
the honeysuckle is still green. This was being done
in two areas of the state: the Ringgold Wildlife Area
in the Mount Ayr Wildlife Area in the Grand River
Wildlife Unit.
Results are definitely encouraging, particularly
when the aerial application is followed up with a
controlled burn of the area sprayed. When this
practice is followed, control of the honeysuckle
approaches 100% elimination.
Josh Rusk, Natural Resource Technician at
Grand River Wildlife Unit says everything they
have observed is overwhelmingly positive. The
amount and diversity of understory that comes back
once the honeysuckle is sprayed off is quite
impressive. “Oak regeneration is impressive—all
the woodland plants that respond is incredible once
the honeysuckle is killed off,” says Rusk.
Todd Gosselink, Wildlife Biologist at the Red
Rock Wildlife Unit says they have gotten great
results spraying glycophosphate during warm days
in November. “All of natives have gone dormant
but honey suckle is still viable down to somewhere
in the 20 degree mark,” says Gosselink who adds
that they are still learning what the most effective
temperatures for application are, noting that: “If the
lows are too low or there is a long cold snap the
honey suckle does go dormant.”
Rusk and Gosselink recommend following the
herbicide application up with a controlled burn for
maximum effectiveness. Costs for the aerial
application are running $35 to $40 an acre including
the chemical. They also note that this may help
control multi-floral rose
Both units have been aerial spraying the
glycophosphate for five years. They currently have

2022 IOWA DEER CLASSIC
The Iowa Woodland Owners Association are
once again planning on participating in the Iowa
Deer Classic scheduled for March 4-6 2022 at the
Iowa Events Center in Des Moines.
Our sole purpose is to inform Hunters and
Landowners about the goings on in the Iowa
Legislature in relation to the attacks on the Forest
Reserve Act.
We are looking for help to work our booth to talk
to folks about membership in IWOA. I know it is
some time away but if you might be interested drop
me a note pmillice @aol.com or mail Paul Millice
2254 Black Diamond Rd SW, Iowa City IA 52240
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a joint study research project underway with ISU to
look at wildlife response and how the forest over
story is affected by the glycophosphate application.

get us back to normal. It is scheduled for October
9th at Bear Creek Hardwoods near Earlham, Iowa.
Several of our Board Members have viewed the site
and details are being worked out. Mark your
calendars please.
Derecho winds in August 2020 caused massive
damage to our woodlands along the Highway 30
corridor from Ames-to the eastern end of the state.
Owners have been cleaning up debris and replanting
will be a multi-year project.
Iowa State University has selected our annual
Forestry Student Scholarship for John Ancona of
Waukee, IA. He will be attending some of our
events this year. We have had several winners
entering the Forestry Field in the past years and this
is a good program for the IWOA.
We have filled all the Board Member vacancies
and both Steve Meyer & Al Walter will need to be
voted on at our annual meeting. I also have a couple
members that would like to serve if there are any
openings. Please contact me if you are interested in
serving.
Four of our IWOA Members who have paid their
2021 dues had their names drawn for a “Forest and
Shade Trees of Iowa” books courtesy of the IWOA.
The winners are Greg Twedt, Steve Hamilton,
David Bangert and Franklin Picell.
Visit
our
Website
https://iowawoodlandowners.org/
and help us
correct any errors if noticed by a member.
That is it for now.
Russ Glime, President

IWOA WOODLAND OWNER OF THE YEAR
In order to provide recognition for all of the great
work and effort that our members put forth in
maintaining their wooded areas we have decided to
provide a Walnut laser engraved plaque in the shape
of the State of Iowa.
This plaque will be provided the land owner that
hosts our Fall Field Day/Annual meeting.
Apply now. The sooner we start planning the
smoother this process will be for all.
Email
board
member
Ed
Kocal
edkocal@yahoo.com
or
Paul
Millice
pmillice@aol.com or if you don’t do email then
Paul Millice 2254 Black Diamond Rd SW Iowa
City IA 52240

Let the Sun Shine In (LSSI) is an innovative
conservation program aimed at maintaining and
restoring oak-dominated forest communities for the
benefit of both wildlife and the people of southern
Illinois. This is equally applicable to Iowa. To find
out more Google Let the Sun Shine In Illinois.

PRESIDENTS COLUMN
From IWOA President Russ Glime

MINUTES OF THE MARCH 25, 2021
IWOA BOARD MEETING

The Iowa Legislature has gone home for this
year and they did not pass any new woodland bills.
When they convene again, the same bills will
probably be brought up again and new ones will
also pop up. Thanks to our members for sending
letters and calling our Senators and Representatives
to voice your concerns in a group effort.
COVID-19 is slowing down in Iowa but we all
need to be alert for any outbreaks. Our Board of
Directors is tentative scheduling a Fall Field Day to

Held at Vinton, Iowa
Meeting was called to order at 10:00 A.M. by
president Russ Glime. Other board members present
were Phil McCune, Craig Semler, Tim Meyer, Al
Wagner, Al Walter, Paul Millice, Steve Meyer and
Ed Kocal (via phone).
Minutes from 01/12/2021 were approved with
typo corrections.
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Balance on hand per financial report was
$17,846. Membership currently stands at 413.
T. Meyer moved/A. Wagner 2nd to accept
financial and membership reports. Motion carried.
P. Millice and R. Glime brought us up to date on
the current status of legislation. Proposed bill no
longer includes changes to the acre requirement.
Issues such as grazing and hunting in forest reserves
are being addressed. The idea of mailing legislative
proposals to all timber owners (estimated to be
anywhere from 3000-5000) might be helpful for
membership recruitment. If the bill passes, it would
go into effect 01/01/2022.
Trees Forever held an Illinois/Iowa virtual
meeting March 17 with topics of advocacy,
education and training. They also plan to give
seedlings away at the State Capitol on April 9.
DNR Deer Advisory Meeting was attended by R.
Glime (filled in for Chuck Semler). The spread of
chronic wasting disease was discussed and the
number of deer harvested was 109,549.
P. Millice reported on the Iowa Deer Classic held
two weeks ago. He presented a program again this
year and we signed up five new members. It was the
general consensus that the IWOA should have a
booth again next year and Millice agreed to
spearhead it again.
IWOA ad in Iowa Outdoor magazine
(approximately 120,000 readers)- after discussion
Wagner moved/Walter 2nd to place a ¼ page ad one
time at the estimated cost of $535. E. Kocal will
carry through with this. Motion carried.
Forest Suppliers -- Millice will attempt to get a
discount code that he could slip into a newsletter
article. Wagner moved/ Meyer 2nd for Paul to
continue negotiations with Forest Suppliers. Motion
carried.
Trees for Kids -- Millice moved/McCune 2nd to,
once again, donated $250. Motion carried.
PayPal issues were discussed. Glime will
mention in his newsletter column that we may be
dropping PayPal in the near future primarily due to
the restrictions they impose.
Timber Talk -- after much discussion Millice
moved/Meyer 2nd that, for the time being, we
continue to provide a hard copy and, in the mean
time, perform a cost analysis for future hard copy
mailings. Glime will check on what the Tree
Farmers pay to help cover the cost of the newsletter.

ISU Scholarship -- ISU will continue to choose
the recipient.
Trees Forever -- Kiley Miller took over for
Shannon Ramsey at the beginning of 2021.
Steve Meyer was named as a board member to
replace a vacancy which goes through 2022. He will
continue as the Timber Talk editor.
Door Prizes (4 “Tree ID” books) to be awarded
within the next couple of months. Larry Wiley has
the books.
There will not be a Spring Field Day due to
COVID-19 pandemic and DNR and ISU not on
board.
Fall Field Day - Plans are being made by IWOA
and ISU for a field day this Fall.
It was the general consensus that we should form
some standing committees to handle topics such as
field days, events (field days), membership,
advocacy and board nominations.
Master Woodland Owner Class has been
postponed until late 2021 or early 2022.
The Forest Extension’s derecho YouTube series
will include Larry Wiley’s timber.
We are to review the membership secretary’s job
description for discussion at the next meeting.
Meeting declared adjourned at noon by President
Glime.
Craig Semler, Secretary

YOUR IWOA MEMBERSHIP
IWOA recently revised its membership categories.
There are now several options for people. They are
as follows:
 MEMBER--woodland owner (voting) $25
 ASSOCIATE MEMBER--non-woodland owner
(nonvoting) $25
 CONTRIBUTING MEMBER--woodland owner
(voting) $50
 CONTRIBUTING ASSOCIATE MEMBER-non-woodland owner (nonvoting) $50
 FRIENDS OF IWOA-- (nonvoting) $100
 IWOA FOREST STEWARD-- (nonvoting) $250
All memberships are for the calendar year. Our
website has a Paypal option for those who wish to
join electronically. All members wanting a print
copy of the newsletter add $5.
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TOTAL FOREST ACRES OWNED BY IWOA MEMBERS:
47,573 forest acres in 68 Iowa counties, and 3 Missouri
Counties. This is up 1,966 acres since my last report.
FOREST RESERVES: 278 of our 436
memberships indicate that they have land in forest
reserve.
TOTAL FOREST ACRES IN FOREST RESERVE:
24,139
# OF MEMBERS WHO INDICATE THEY ARE
CERTIFIED TREE FARMERS: 141
# OF MEMBERS WHO INDICATE THEY ARE IN THE
IOWA TREE FARM GROUP: 74
# OF MEMBERS WHO INDICATE THEY ARE IN THE
NATIONAL TREE FARM GROUP: 37
# OF MEMBERS WHO INDICATED THEY HAVE
GONE THROUGH THE MASTER WOODLAND MANAGER
PROGRAM: 130

The IWOA Board
Russ Glime, President
r.glime634@gmail.com
Phil McCune, Vice-president
arcadiafarm2000@yahoo.com
Craig Semler, Secretary
clsemler@gmail.com
Ed Kocal
edkocal@yahoo.com
Al Wagner
wagneraj@netins.net
Tim Meyer
davisdeer@gmail.com
Al Walter
Waltera47@gmail.com

FOREST RESERVE UPDATE

Steve Meyer
gfdchief@netins.net

From Paul Millice

Past President

What a rollercoaster ride it was with the 2021 Iowa
Legislative session.
It reminds me of the old adage, “The Good, the Bad
and the Ugly”.
The Good: HF 862 passed an Appropriation of
$250,000 for the replanting of trees damaged or
destroyed by the Aug 10, 2020 storm. They also again
approved $500,000 for the Forest Health Management
Program.
The Bad: The Senate proposed a bill to reduce the
Forest Reserve tax Exemption from 100% to 75% along
with some other requirements for FR Landowners.
The Ugly: There was also a proposal to eliminate any
parcel from the FR Program less than 10 Acres in size!
We currently have no indication that our Legislators
will drop these Forest Reserve issues and will most
likely continue their attack.
IWOA and our Coalition partners have been involved
and will continue to speak out. We do help hire a
Lobbyist and communicate to our Legislators our
concerns.
We need your help. We need every Forest Reserve
Landowner contacting and communicating their
concerns to their Legislators. Talk to your neighbors
and friends and let them know what is going on. Letters
to Editors, we need to get the word out. If you are a
Farm Bureau member attend your county meeting and
tell FB to stop the attack on the Forest Reserve and Agri
Forestry!

Paul Millice—Past President
pmillice@aol.com
IWOA Support Staff
Cathy Wilkie, Membership Secretary
CAT_Wilkie@yahoo.com
Sherri Sisson, Treasurer
Sherri227th@gmail.com
Steve Meyer—Timber Talk Editor
gfdchief@netins.net

JULY 15, 2021
IWOA MEMBERSHIP REPORT
PROVIDED BY Cathy Wilkie, Membership Secretary
CURRENT MEMBERSHIPS: 436
# OF PEOPLE MEMBERSHIPS REPRESENTED:
1090 (BASED ON 2.5 PEOPLE PER MEMBERSHIP)
MEMBERSHIP CATEGORY BREAKDOWN:
Members (Iowa Woodland Owner, Voting) 313
Associate Member (Non-Woodland Owner,
Non-Voting) 13
Contributing Member (Iowa Woodland Owner,
Voting) 79
Contributing Associate Member (NonWoodland Owner, Non-Voting) 1
Complimentary Memberships 27
Friends of IWOA
3
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harvesting timber year after year as their only goal.
Many Tree Farmers enjoy a walk in the woods to
hear the birds chirping or spend a few hours in the
woods cutting out invasive species. These Tree
Farmers work with volunteer professional foresters,
whom we call Inspectors, to seek guidance on how
to manage those goals while also caring for their
land using the latest science and techniques. In
Iowa, our Tree Farm Inspectors are DNR Foresters,
Private Lands Foresters and some Professional
Consulting Foresters.
At the end of the day, the American Tree Farm
System is for landowners that deeply care and are
motivated to action. That action doesn’t necessarily
need to mean having large scale timber operations;
it can also be as simple as a walk in the woods to
look for threatened and endangered or invasive
species. If you are an Iowa Tree Farmer and
haven’t been in contact with your inspecting
forester in 5 years or more, now is a good time to
reach out and reevaluate those goals. If you are
interested in learning more about the Iowa Tree
Farm Program, contact your Iowa DNR Forester to
learn more.

What Does This Sign Mean?
By Gretchen Cline
Iowa Tree Farm Committee Chairman
The American Tree Farm System (ATFS) is the
largest and oldest sustainable family woodland
system in North America. The year 2021 marks 80
years of ATFS, first started in Washington state in
1941 with Weyerhaeuser. At the time,
Weyerhaeuser wanted to show the nation that
families--the largest share of ownership in the
United States--were actively managing and growing
the nation’s timber supply in a sustainable manner.
Today, almost 60,000 families care for 18.5 million
forested acres under the umbrella of ATFS. In Iowa
we have 940 registered Tree Farms that are
sustainably managing close to 80,000 acres of forest
land.
All landowners that are enrolled in the American
Tree Farm System (ATFS) agree to adhere to the
same set of internationally recognized guidance on
what it means to care for their land for present and
future generations and are united under a common
green diamond sign. This green sign signifies to
other landowners near them that they hold similar
values and maybe even similar goals for their
property. Landowners, whom we call Tree Farmers,
may have goals to improve wildlife habitat, improve
hunting opportunities, grow and cut timber, improve
water quality, reduce fuels on the ground to prevent
large forest fires, enjoy the scenery around them,
recreate on their property, or some combination of
all of those previously mentioned. Landowners in
the program do not need to necessarily be

Iowa Tree Farm Committee Officers
Gretchen Cline, Chairman
gretchencline@gmail.com
Francis Main, Vice Chairman
francismain34@gmail.com
Lisa Louck, Secretary
l.louck@yahoo.com
Agnes Kenney, Treasurer
kenneys@alpinecom.net
The Iowa Tree farm system is affiliated with the American
Tree Farm System and recognizes the efforts and
accomplishments of individuals as related to their woodlands.
If interested in becoming a Tree Farmer please contact your
Iowa DNR District Forester for more information, help with
creating a management plan, and filing an application to join.
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AT THE WOODPILE
From the Editor

WHAT’S THAT LOG WORTH?

DERECHO RECOVERY—ONE YEAR
AND TEN YEARS LATER

Woods Run Prices for Standing Timber March
2021—Submitted by Gretchen Cline, Forester,
Geode Forestry, Inc.

I’ve found myself in a rather unique positon in
that I am able to comment from firsthand
experience how well our forestry resources can
rebound from a devastating incident like the
Derecho Windstorms of July 11, 2011 and August
10, 2020. My woodlots were impacted by both of
these disasters with the 2011 Derecho being the
worst—for me anyway.
Having endured both of these windstorms (and a
couple other straight-line wind events in between) I
find myself amazed at how fragile our woodlands
are on the one hand, yet on the other hand how
resilient they are also. Both of my timber lots are
approximately 30 acres each. After the July 11,
2011 Derecho that devastated our area you could
see clear through both of these timbers due to the
number of trees that had been wiped out. It looked
hopeless and I virtually sat down and cried the first
time I tried to walk into one of my woodlots. Notice
I said tried—it was almost impossible to move
through them due to the tangled mess of downed
tree tops and uprooted trees. A major cleanup
operation and salvage harvest along with intense
planting efforts followed in the immediate
aftermath. Now here I am ten years later with
woodlands that have sprang back so thick that I now
must go in and do a substantial amount of thinning
in these timbers.
Then came the devastating August 10, 2020
Derecho. My woodlots were on the northern edge
and did not endure near the damage many other
woodland owners did, but I did still have swathes of
damage that demanded attention. In the December
2020 issue of Timber Talk I talked about some of
the actions I took, among them cutting the bowed
over hackberries and a few un-salvageable walnut
trees off at the ground. A year later, of course the
hackberries are shooting out suckers but the walnuts
have also shot out suckers that are six feet tall

There has been a continued demand for high end
grade lumber in nearly all the hardwood markets.
The higher demand for grade lumber has transferred
over to push higher stumpage prices and interest in
timber sales. High quality sales, especially those
with large diameter White Oak, have been seeing a
lot of interest.
Woods Run Prices for Standing Timber
July 2021
Species Prices/Board Foot
Black Walnut $2.00-$4.00
White Oak $0.70-$0.90
Bur Oak $0.30-$0.60
Sugar Maple $0.45-$0.50
Silver Maple $0.35-$0.40
Red Oak $0.35
Black Cherry $0.25
Hickory $0.25
Black Oak $0.15-$0.20
Ash $0.15-$0.20
Basswood $0.10
Elm $0.10
Hackberry $0.10
Cottonwood $0.10
FORESTRY SUPPLY DISCOUNT
TO IWOA MEMBERS
I have been contacted by a representative of
Forestry Supply offering Iowa Woodland Owners
Association members a discount. After going back
and forth I have been unable to identify what such
discount might look like, so I am suggesting that
with your next order to Forestry Supply that you
“ask” and see what they have to say.—Paul Millice
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already. With some pruning there will be decent
trees back in their spot in just a few years. Trees
that were bent or bowed and still upright I either
pushed back up with my loader or used a tree winch
and stood them up straight. Today they look great.
There were a number of these trees that I didn’t get
to and they appear to have straightened themselves
out relatively well. Trees that were bent over to the
ground, as long as the trunk wasn’t split I pruned
the canopy back significantly (pollarding) and
pushed them upright with my loader. Today they
are standing straight, branching out and
redeveloping a nice crown. Another thing I did was
I had some young red oaks two to three inches in
diameter that got butchered up pretty badly. As an
experiment I cut them off at five feet tall and pruned
all of the branches off. They have shot out a new
central leader and branches about four feet long and
appear to be growing back into well-formed trees.
One thing I’m doing different than 10 years ago
is I no longer pile and burn the slash and downed
trees. I may pile a lot of it, but now I leave it in the
woods to create shelter habitat and a place for
beneficial insects and invertebrates to propagate for
songbird food sources. And, of course as the wood
rots away it enriches soil fertility plus provides a
place for fungi to spawn. Over the years I’ve
become a firm believer that healthy woods is a
woods you can’t walk straight through. I also
generally leave a dead tree standing for the
woodpeckers and cavity nesting birds.
My reason for writing this is to provide a bit of
encouragement to those who’s trees and woodlots
were damaged by the August 10 event. With the
right care our woodland resources do recover and in
a many cases may be on a road to better health due
to the openings created that allow sunlight into
areas previously shaded out by a canopy that had
grown too dense. Like I have said to many people
and in the previous issue, perhaps this is God’s way
of pruning.
Even if you can’t put in the restorative efforts I
did, just leaving the woods along to “do their own
thing” after being wiped out may not be a bad
option. With the canopy opened up and sunlight
reaching places it hasn’t reached for years—
possibly decades—sapling trees that have been held
in a stunted stage of growth will take off. But,
beware, sunlight hitting new areas of the forest floor
also invites invasives, so keep an eye out and be

ready to take action against the worst disaster—an
invasive take over.

This book is a must read for all
woodland owners and tree enthusiast. If
you don’t appreciate what a valuable
element of our woodlands the oaks are,
you certainly will by the time you are done
reading this book. Oaks sustain a complex
and fascinating web of wildlife. The Nature
of Oaks reveals what is going on in oak
trees month by month, highlighting the
seasonal cycles of life, death, and renewal.
From woodpeckers who collect and store
hundreds of acorns for sustenance to the
beauty of jewel caterpillars, Tallamy
illuminates and celebrates the wonders
that occur right in our own backyards. He
also shares practical advice about how to
plant and care for an oak, along with
information about the best oak species for
your area. The Nature of Oaks will inspire
you to treasure these trees and to act to
nurture and protect them.
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from oak. I am attempting to stop that,” Schroeder
explains and adds that they also have a few mixed
wood plantings of eastern white pine, oak, and
walnut. He says they are expanding the wooded
areas with new plantations in areas where the farm
ground is marginally productive.
Schroeder says the history of the land and the
woodlands is complex and begins with the first
phase which was the settlement era after the Monks
first arrived. During this time monks cleared the
easily accessible forest areas for farm land. From
that time until the 1950’s the forests were used to
supply trees for the original Abbey buildings, heat
them and to provide shade for cattle. “For the
longest time the monks were essentially cowboys,”
says Schroeder.
Management of the forests began in the 1960s.
Coniferous trees were planted and generally the
number of forested acres increased. Schroeder
explains the forestry practices at the time:
“Originally harvests during this time were cutting a
few trees here or there but by the 80s what we
termed systematic forestry had started. Previous
foresters noticed the changing dynamic of the forest
to one of maple basswood dominance and began
trying to solve it but there was a lot of work to do.
Using clear cuts, shelter wood and some planting
they established a new generation of trees and
removed the really poor grade ones.”
Schroeder came to New Melleray in 2019,
during what he calls the climate change era that
began in 2010. As an overview of his forest
management efforts, Schroeder says: “I am
continuing the oak regeneration sequence and
planning larger scale efforts. But I am focusing
some energy on re-forestation prairie restoration,
water quality and non-game wildlife benefits. The
objective is still to grow wood products but
changing the idea of what we can do to merchandise
different elements from just grade lumber and
veneer to other important elements that can also
make money.”
Typical management practices in the past include
crop tree selection and using natural regeneration,
usually under a shelter wood or clear cut, as
Schroeder explains: “This has produced generally
‘ok’ results. We have had great success using clear
cuts to regenerate a healthy proportion of walnut.
Oak continues to be tricky. In some cases it has
worked great but more often than not it has

JOHN ANCONA IS 2021 IWOA
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT

My name is John Ancona and I have recently
decided to major in Forestry. I have always loved
the outdoors and I grew up doing Boy Scouts, so I
have a great appreciation for nature. I want to
express my sincerest gratitude for this scholarship,
and will learn as much as I can about forestry in the
next few years. In the picture I have sent, I am using
a Biltmore stick, which is a measuring stick that
foresters have used for over a hundred years to
estimate the height and diameter of trees. Thanks
again for the scholarship, I will do my best to excel
in my field. John Ancona

THE FORESTS OF NEW MELLERAY
ABBEY
By Steve Meyer, Timber Talk Editor
The New Melleray Abbey had its beginning in
1849 when Trappist monks immigrated to the
United States from Ireland to escape the potato
famine. Today New Melleray Abby has around
3,000 acres of land, approximately 1,200 acres of
which is forest land that is managed by forester
John Schroeder. The remainder is crop ground.
Schroeder says that New Melleray's forest can be
divided into two types: oak-hickory and maplebasswood. “Generally speaking our forests, like
many eastern hardwood areas, are shifting away
14

produced mixed results. Part of this, I believe, is
due to the size of the deer herd.”
Schroeder says they usually do a timber harvest
every year or every couple of years. Generally
speaking the whole forest will be harvested every
100 years or so. Cuts range in size from a hundred
walnut trees on a couple of acres to a couple
thousand trees on 80 acres. The key he says is to be
flexible as the climate changes and new diseases
arrive or disappear. They do extensive invasive
management in the summer and fall focused on
Japanese knotweed, oriental bittersweet, invasive
shrubs, and noxious weeds in prairie plantings.
Plantations are a big part of forest management
at New Melleray, as Schroeder explains: “We are
increasing our plantation sizes in the next few years.
In the past we have kept them about two acres in
size. We have done direct seeding and seedling
establishment, both with mixed success.” They
have three templates of plantation: red oak/walnut
production, white oak production, and diversity.
Diversity is a hodge-podge of species that are
typically rare or have low product value. They use
deer fencing around plantings over one acre size.
Schroeder is a big advocate of fire as a forest
management tool. He says that when in doubt
putting fire on the ground is a good option (by a
trained group). And that fire applied twice in a short
period of time can do more for less that an herbicide
application.
Schroeder is using fence to control deer
depredation on trees. Some of the fence is poly
mesh deer fencing. Another method he is using is
piling tops, pulp logs (4"-11"), culls, and pallet logs
to create a wooden fence.
Schroeder was born in Connecticut. He has done
woods work almost every year since turning 18 and
has worked in: VT, NYC, CO, MT, CA,
Yellowstone, and OR. He received a BA in forestry
from Colorado State in 2018 where he met his wife.
He has been working at New Melleray since 2019.

northward into the southwestern U.S. and to
Nebraska and throughout most of the eastern U.S.
except for the northern half of Wisconsin. The wing
spread of adults is 2.0 to 2.6 inches. The larval hosts
of the hackberry emperor are hackberry trees. Eggs
are laid singly or in small groups on the undersides
of hackberry tree leaves. Caterpillars rest on the
undersides of leaves. They are particularly easy to
see at night by shining a flashlight up into small
trees.

CLASSIFIEDS
TIMBER TALK WANT ADS
INVASIVE TREE REMOVAL SERVICE
I will do removal of Invasive/Unwanted species. I
will cut, pile and treat. Contact Luke’s Brush
Management for an estimate at 641-330-6675, or
email: lucassis@live.com (Insured)
IWOA members can place a free want ad in Timber Talk
for tree/timber related items. These want ads will be
limited to business card size and must not be for
commercial or business purposes. One should email your
requested want ad to Steve Meyer 60 days before the
publish date. We currently are publishing three times a
year. April 1, Aug 1 and Dec 15th. Please note there are
no guarantees on this free offer, if there is not space your
request may have to wait for the next issue. Send want
adds to the IWOA editor at gfdchief@netins.net. Please
be sure to state IWOA WANT ADD in the subject line.

WOODLAND CRITTERS
Hackberry emperor
Asterocampa celtis
The hackberry emperor butterfly (Asterocampa
celtis) is a common butterfly of river bottoms and
other areas where its host plants are common but it
also may be found in upland areas. The hackberry
emperor is found from northeastern Mexico
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Total Forest Acres Owned_________________
Acres in Forest Reserve ___________________
Which county Forest Reserves located?
_________________
County that you vote in? ____________
Are you a Certified Tree Farmer? YES--NO
Are you a member of the Iowa Tree Farmers? YES-NO
Are you a member of the National Tree Farmers?
YES--NO
Have you taken a Master Woodland Manager
(MWM) course? YES--NO
Year completed MWM course_______________
Would you prefer to receive our newsletter via email? YES--NO

IWOA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
MEMBERSHIP LEVELS—NOTE CHANGES

Please check one
O Member, $25/yr.
Woodland Owner, Voting
O Associate Member, $25/yr.
Non-woodland Owner, Non-Voting
O Contributing Member, $50/yr.
Woodland Owner, Voting
O Contributing Associate Member $50/yr
Non-Woodland Owner, Non-Voting
O Friends of IWOA $100.00
O Forest Steward $250.00 +
All members wanting a printed copy of the
newsletter add $5.00
Member Information:
First Name
Last Name
Address
City_________________________
State
Zip
Home Ph.
Business or Cell Ph.
E-mail:_________________________

Note: we collect this information to better serve
our members. We do not share this information
with any persons or organizations not affiliated
with IWOA.
SEND FORM AND CHECK PAYABLE TO
IWOA MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY, P.O. Box
334, NORTH LIBERTY, IA 52317
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Timber Talk is a published April 1, Aug. 1 and Dec. 15
to serve members of the
Iowa Woodland Owners Association and the
Iowa Tree Farmer’s Association.
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