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FOREST RESERVE ACT OF 1906
UNDER ATTACK!

SPRING FIELD DAY CANCELED
FALL FIELD DAY A GO

By Paul Millice—IWOA Past-President

The IWOA will not be holding a spring field
day due to the ongoing situation with the
COVID-19 Pandemic. This decision was
made by the IWOA Board of Directors at
their March 25 board meeting. The Board of
Directors is committed to holding a Fall
Field Day and already has a couple of
options in mind for a host and a location.
The Board feels it is important for the
organization to remain true to its mission of
forestry education and recognizes that Field
Days are an important educational initiative
of the organization.

It started the first full week of this Legislative
Session when Senators Sinclair and Rossenboom
introduced SF 112. The bill would remove any
forested parcel of land less than 10 Acres from the
Forest Reserve Program. It would reduce the
Property tax exemption from 100% to 75% for all
forested properties meaning, we would be taxed at
25% of the assessed value on all of our Forest
Reserve Acres. The bill also requires the DNR to
inspect before any property tax exemption is
authorized. It is quite detailed and also has
provisions for denial if you do not effectively
manage your deer population.
On 1/27 The Natural Resources Sub Committee
met (via Zoom) with Senators Rosenboom and
Driscoll voting in favor with Senator Hogg voting
in opposition. The bill then went before the full
Natural resources Committee and was approved by
the majority party. It was then designated as SF352
and sent to the Ways and Means Committee,
(because it involves taxation)
On Monday March 15th, the Ways and Means
Sub Committee met (via Zoom) to consider the bill.
The Sub Committee members consisted of Senators
Bolkcom, Dawson and Senator Sinclair (where have
we heard the name Sinclair before?)
At one point I counted 87 folks signed on. I kept
losing my connection and each time I had to
reinstate my “wave” to try to get the opportunity to
speak. Unfortunately, with the limited 30-minute
time period I did not get to speak although a number
of folks did and brought up a number of good ideas
and suggestions. So, the bill as it now stands did
not get voted on, but it still is not dead.
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The only support for the bill was from Senator
Sinclair and Dawson and a spokesman for the Farm
Bureau. The Farm Bureau spokesperson reminded
me of a post that I had read on the DNR’s website
about a US Forest Service funded survey that
indicated that 32% of Farm Bureau members held
land in the Forest Reserve Program. One must ask
their self why any organization would ask
lawmakers to raise the taxes on 32% of their own
membership?
On 3/25 there were changes to the Forest
Reserve Act attached to SSB 1253 a bill dealing
with Mental Health. SSB 1253 was sent on to the
Ways and Means Committee. SSB became SF 587.
The Ways and means Committee met, amended the
bill, and approved it. At this moment it is eligible
for the full Senate consideration.
Be assured there have been quite a few folks that
have been participating in these sub-Committee
meetings expressing our concerns as well as
offering alternatives.
At this point you need to sit down while I try to
tell you the changes being enacted by the majority
party in the Iowa Legislature.
Let me try to paraphrase the bill: Beginning on
or after January 1, 2022 a forest reservation is only
allowed if the owner is actively engaged in the
operation or management of the forest reservation.
It goes on to grant the Natural Resources
Commission authority interpret eligibility to include
standards for wildlife control practices, invasive
species control, conservation measures, and forest
practices. It goes on to require the department of
revenue to divide all Forest Reserve acres into five
equal regions and the first region will be required to
be approved by the DNR and apply for the Forest
Reserve exemption by 1 Jan 2022 which will be
good for 5 years and one will need to reapply every
5 years. The second region will start the new
program 1 Jan 2023 and so on.
All of this is as of 28 March 2021, call or email
your legislators and ask for an update!
It appears as though these particular changes are
someone’s effort to deal with the so-called bad
actors and those Forest Reserve Landowners who
are not properly managing their deer populations.
You can be assured we (the IWOA) have been
opposing changes to the Forest Reserve from Day
One. We need to continue to contact our Legislators
and let them know just how we feel about what is

going on. And, you need to contact your friends
and neighbors as I would guess that the majority of
Forest Reserve Landowners in the State are not
aware and will be totally shocked when they do find
out. The more that our Senators hear from Iowan’s,
the better chance we have of pushing this aside.
If you have internet access it is easy to identify
and contact our Iowa Senators. If you would rather
call the Senate switchboard and ask to be connected
to a Senator call: 515-281-3371

EIGHT MONTHS LATER: DERECHO
RECOVERY STILL FRONT-ANDCENTER FOR MANY IN THE
FORESTRY COMMUNITY
By Billy Beck, ISU Extension Forestry Specialist

April 10 will mark the 8-month anniversary of
the August 2020 derecho, a straight-line wind event
which impacted an estimated 1.75 million acres of
Iowa’s forest, windbreak, and agroforestry
resources (remote sensing estimate by Dr. Peter
Wolter, ISU). Although the storm is three-quarters
of a year in the rearview mirror, it’s impacts and
resulting recovery efforts are by no means complete
– the forestry community will be addressing this
~40-minute event for years to come.
Professional foresters within storm-swath
counties, who were already swamped pre-derecho,
have maxed-out their schedules to focus on
countless storm-impacted communities and
landowners.
Mark Vitosh (District Forester, IDNR) reports
that nearly 95% of his time since August 2020 has
been spent working with woodland owners in Linn
County – one of the state’s hardest-hit. Mark has
been associated with nearly 100 private landowner
applications for the Emergency Forest Restoration
Program (EFRP) in Linn County alone. He
estimates that time allocation towards derechorecovery will remain unchanged in 2021, and that
multiple years of debris cleanup, re-planting, and
forest management efforts will be needed.
As expected, Linn and adjacent counties saw
significant salvage harvest efforts this past winter,
with a number of extensive efforts occurring on
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public land. Mark reports that a salvage harvest
within Wanatee Park (~280 acres owned by Linn
County Conservation Board) resulted in 1,000
mixed hardwood logs salvaged – comprised of
black walnut, red and white oak, ash, and basswood.
Sales from the nine lots of logs have yielded
$480,000 to date. The Iowa DNR also conducted a
primarily cottonwood and silver maple salvage
harvest within ~300 acres of Chain-O-Lakes
Wildlife Management Area.
Dave Bridges (District Forester, IDNR) reported
that Jones County had a combined ~50 EFRP and
Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) projects,
with approximately $650,000 in obligated costshare. He estimates half this activity for Cedar and
Clinton Counties. Contractors and landowners
within these three counties are chomping at the bit
to get started, but Dave advises to first wait for
Farm Service Agency (program administrator)
notification prior to action. Dave is concerned about
the staggering volume of derecho-generated work
that foresters and forestry contractors are now
dealing with (e.g., debris clearing, tree plantings).
Although addressing extensive workloads with
minimal people-power is not a new concern for
foresters and forestry contractors, Dave is
concerned the derecho effects are now stretching
those norms.
ISU Extension Forestry has assembled a number
of online resources to assist both rural and urban
Iowans on the road to derecho recovery – notably,
the Tree and Woodland Storm Recovery page, and a
variety of archived derecho-response webinars
(housed within the Forestry Extension Webinar
Archive page). Both pages may be found by visiting
the overall ISU Natural Resource Stewardship
Extension website. In addition, watch for the soonto-be-released
ISU
Extension
Forestry
Derecho/Storm-Damaged Woodlands YouTube
video series!
Although it’s easy to focus on the direct (and
shocking) impacts of the August 2020 storm, it is
imperative to continuously assess and address the
storm’s secondary impacts throughout 2021 and
beyond. Oak wilt, invasive species prevalence, and
increased wind-damage susceptibility are longlasting secondary effects that landowners need to
address during the coming years. In addition, it is
important to remember that forests are inherently
resilient, and they are never truly lost or destroyed,

unless converted to parking lots, housing
developments, or row crop fields. In the face of
predicted increases in extreme weather events, such
as the 2020 derecho, creating resilient forests should
be at the forefront of your recovery efforts. Luckily,
many practices associated with active forest
management serve to foster resilience – such as
managing for a diversity of species and age
compositions, as well as creating diverse forest
structure. After months of viewing storm-damaged
woodlands within the derecho swath, it is clear to
this forester that diversity is key for the future of
Iowa forests!
UPDATE ON 2021 TRI-STATE FOREST
STEWARDSHIP CONFERENCE AND
MASTER WOODLAND MANAGER
PROGRAM
The 2021 edition of the Tri-State Forest
Stewardship Conference will be held over three
days in mid-July. The virtual event will be free, and
will entail a series of six pre-recorded talks aired
over a three-day period. Live Q&A, live expert
panel discussion, and a live networking/social event
will accompany each talk, adding unique elements
to the 2021 edition. The overall theme of the event
is “Oak”, with daily themes of “Oak Ecosystems:
The Big Picture”, “Oak Management”, and “Oaks
and Wildlife”.
The Master Woodland Manager Program,
originally scheduled for late spring 2021, will be
moved to later in the year, with the hope that more
in-person content, field activities, and networking
opportunities may be incorporated into the Program.
The seven-week program of intensive and hands-on
forestry education will occur within central Iowa,
most likely within Story, Marshall, or Webster
Counties. Despite the central-Iowa location, the
Program is open to folks from across the state and
region.
For details and updates on both events, please
check the Tri-State Forest Stewardship Conference
and Master Woodland Manager Program webpages,
respectively, located within the “Educational
Opportunities” section of the overall ISU Extension
Forestry website, or contact Billy Beck, ISU
Extension
Forestry
Specialist
at
wjbeck@iastate.edu.
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2017 with IWOA at my property. Here’s a quote
from a brief story I wrote for the newsletter that
made me smile…. “The Woodland Owners are the
toughest group I’ve ever seen. Right at 70 people
came dressed warm and prepared for rain and didn’t
want to miss a thing. We went through over 100
cups of coffee during the cold, rainy morning. There
were three stations set up: small equipment demo,
woodland management and managing bluff prairies
and wildlife.”
While I am retiring as CEO of Trees Forever at
the end of 2021, I will stay involved as an advocate
for trees and forests and as a Trustee of the Trees
Forever Foundation. I am happy to report that Kiley
Miller is our new Executive Director, and is already
doing an excellent job as an advocate and is a
southeast Iowa woodland owner.

PARTNERING FOR TEN YEARS!!
By Shannon Ramsay
Founding President and CEO of Trees Forever

Greetings fellow Woodland Owners. You hear
from me from time to time both as a member and as
the Founder of Trees Forever. We are celebrating
our 10th year of working together to promote and
advocate for forestry and wood products around
Iowa. About ten years ago, we formed the Coalition
for Iowa’s Woodlands & Trees, and began
advocating together for forest health funding and
more support in general for forestry. First we
secured a $100,000 state line item for forest health,
and for the past five years that has been at
$500,000. Thanks to Governor Reynolds and our
legislature for their support!
Once again this year
we had to battle the
assault on the Forest
Reserve program. In a
year when the derecho
has
stretched
our
resources
to
the
breaking point, why
would a bill like this
ever be introduced?
We need funding to
replant our state, for
both communities and
landowners.
Trees
Shannon Ramsay
Forever is doing its
best along with the Iowa DNR staff to help hard-hit
communities, but we need to work together to
encourage more funding and support for private
landowners.
If you know of a community hit hard, please
encourage them to contact us and apply for funds
through the Planting Hope grant program. Of
special note is that we are sharing a position with
the Iowa DNR to provide assistance to derecho-hit
communities, filled by Nick McGrath located at the
Trees Forever office. He can be reached at
nick.mcgrath@dnr.iowa.gov.
Thanks to you as an Iowa Woodland Owner
member for showing up for virtual meetings,
making phone calls, sending emails and being
active with our legislators. As I begin to phase into
retirement, I reflected on the field day held back in

Newly Updated Iowa State Forest
Action Plan Available Now!
By Gabriele Edwards, Urban Forestry Program
Specialist within the Iowa DNR Forestry Section

The Iowa Department of Natural Resources
(DNR) recently completed the ten-year update of
the Iowa State Forest Action Plan. The statewide
forest assessment and strategic goals is a
requirement of the national Farm Bill. States’ Forest
Action Plans are expected to be fully revised every
ten years in order for the state to receive federal
funds from the USDA Forest Service. The original
Iowa Forest Action Plan, titled Iowa’s Forests
Today, officially approved in 2010, has been a
source of information for land managers, and
engaged public for the past decade.
Originally formatted as a comprehensive, highly
detailed document, Iowa’s Forests Today was a
hard copy, printed document. While this format was
beneficial at the time, new technology has allowed
for the creation of a centralized, living document.
The 2020 Iowa Forest Action Plan is a web-based
platform that allows data to be updated regularly
and provides countless resources related to forest
4

management in Iowa. The updated Forest Action
Plan is accessed by typing the following address
into your web browser: https://arcg.is/191mLe. The
updated Forest Action Plan builds upon the work
and information available in the 2010 Forest Action
Plan. The 2010 Forest Action Plan will be retained
as a source of information to compliment the 2020
Forest Action Plan.
The 2020 Iowa Forest Action Plan is structured
by Iowa DNR Forestry program area to promote
public engagement and easily find information.
There are several tabs at the top of the page
separating content by topic, including Iowa’s
Forests, Forest Health, Urban Forestry, Private
Lands, Fire Program, Productivity, and Looking to
the Future. The Iowa’s Forests section includes
basic information about the location of Iowa’s trees
and forests, historical land cover and maps back to
the 1850s, a detailed look at land cover change in
the past decade, Iowa’s public forests, forest
landowner demographics, and more. The Forest
Health section discusses the key pests, diseases, and
invasive plants affecting Iowa. The Urban Forestry
tab includes detailed information about tree canopy
statewide, the rural-urban interface, development,
managing the urban canopy, community tree
inventories and so much more. Private Lands has
information about Iowa DNR District Foresters,
forest management plans, cost-share programs,
Forest Reserve, and the Forest Legacy Program.
The Fire Program tab discusses fire management
within Iowa, trainings and federal fire programs.
Productivity looks at wildlife capacity in Iowa’s
forests, the economic impact of trees and forests,
timber products, non-timber forest products, and the
State Forest Nursery. The final data tab called
Looking to the Future includes information about
why trees are important to our well-being, resilient
landscapes in a changing climate, and current and
future projections for temperature, precipitation,
plant hardiness zones, and growing degree-days.
Looking to the Future also includes an in-depth look
at watersheds in the state related to surface drinking
water and land cover.
In addition to the statewide assessment of trees
and forests in Iowa provided in the sections listed
above, the 2020 Iowa Forest Action Plan also
includes a set of large-scale Goals and Strategies to
guide work over the next decade. These goals and
strategies are not meant to be strategic goals for the

Iowa DNR, but act more like guidelines for land
management related to trees and forests across all
organizations in Iowa. Following these goals and
strategies will hopefully move Iowa towards
healthier, more diverse, higher quality forests.
Federally required priority areas are also mapped in
the Goals and Strategies section of the Plan as well
as national priorities of the U.S. Forest Service.
I highly recommend you take a look at the newly
updated 2020 Iowa Forest Action Plan. This new
tool contains a vast amount of up-to-date data, all
available in one centralized location. To access the
2020
Iowa
Forest
Action
Plan,
type
https://arcg.is/191mLe into the web browser on
your computer. If you are interested in specific data,
or have a question, please contact me at
gabriele.edwards@dnr.iowa.gov or (515) 822-1031.
Please consider sharing this innovative, engaging,
and powerful new tool with your friends and family,
including those not involved with forestry in Iowa.
It is guaranteed that you will learn something new
about trees and forests by looking through the new
2020 Iowa Forest Action Plan.

IWOA WOODLAND OWNER OF THE YEAR
In order to provide recognition for all of the great
work and effort that our members put forth in
maintaining their wooded areas we have decided to
provide a Walnut laser engraved plaque in the shape
of the State of Iowa.
This plaque will be provided the land owner that
hosts our Fall Field Day/Annual meeting.
Apply now. The sooner we start planning the
smoother this process will be for all.
Email
board
member
Ed
Kocal
edkocal@yahoo.com
or
Paul
Millice
pmillice@aol.com or if you don’t do email then
Paul Millice 2254 Black Diamond Rd SW Iowa
City IA 52240

Let the Sun Shine In (LSSI) is an innovative
conservation program aimed at maintaining and
restoring oak-dominated forest communities for the
benefit of both wildlife and the people of southern
Illinois. This is equally applicable to Iowa. To find
out more Google Let the Sun Shine In Illinois.
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moisture extremes. Dig the planting hole larger
than the container. The depth should allow the
swollen root collar to be right at or just above the
surrounding soil surface. Check the tree carefully
for encircling roots as it’s removed from the
container. Unwind and spread them out, or cut
them off before backfilling the hole. It’s best to
water the tree in gently as it’s planted to insure that
there are no large air pockets around the roots. Bare
root trees must be kept moist at all times until
they’re safely in the ground. A few inches of coarse
mulch like bark chips over newly planted roots can
help suppress weeds, hold moisture, and keep soil
cooler. Avoid planting mono-cultures of one specie
if multiple trees are being planted. It’s one thing to
have a walnut plantation for future harvest, and
another entirely for a reforestation project or an
urban or acreage yard.
Some, if not most, trees will need protection
from browsing deer or hungry beavers for at least
their first few years. Even small mammals like
rabbits and mice can damage trees by chewing on
tender bark while trees are young. Smooth barked
trees may benefit from having their trunks wrapped
during the winter to prevent sun scald until they’re
well established. Staking may be needed to help a
tree hold on while its roots grow strong enough to
do the job on their own. Don’t overdo it, though. A
tree needs to be allowed some movement in order to
develop a strong trunk. Be prepared to water newly
planted trees if nature doesn’t cooperate in
providing at least an inch of rain per week during
the first couple of years. It may be necessary to
water new trees, especially conifers, right up to next
fall’s freeze to make sure that they enter the winter
well hydrated. Young roots trapped in frozen soil
can’t absorb any moisture. One good weekly
soaking is better than several smaller ones.
Our urban and rural forests took a beating during
the past year.
With new plantings we can bring them back so
our kids and grandkids can enjoy the benefits that
trees so generously provide.

SPRING PLANTING TIME
By Steve Lekwa
Spring 2021 will be one of the most important
tree planting seasons in years, thanks to last year’s
derecho storm that destroyed trees across a wide
swath of the state. Some trees may have been
planted last fall, but many people were still cleaning
up after the storm as winter settled in. Winter
brought ice storm damage to some areas, as well.
Some forethought is in order before looking for
new trees to plant. A thorough site evaluation is
always a good idea, and now would be a good time
to get started. What kind of soil does the site have?
Is it moist and poorly drained or dry and well
drained? Does it ever flood? Is the site sloped, and
if so, which way? Will the site be shaded or sunny?
How much room is there for the intended tree to
grow as it matures? Will the mature tree grow into
buildings or power lines? Are there buried utilities
nearby? A call to Iowa’s “One Call” is always in
order before shovel touches soil, and that’s
especially true in urban settings. All these questions
and more should be answered before a tree is
selected for planting.
Woody plants, like all living things, have habitat
preferences. They may be able to grow on a variety
of sites, but do best on sites that match their needs.
Conifers, with few exceptions, don’t like to “get
their feet wet”. Well drained, even sandy, soils suit
them best. Trees often associate with other species
in “communities”. Cooler, moister, north and
northeast facing slopes often support trees from the
hard maple - basswood (linden) community. Drier
uplands often support trees from the oak – hickory
community. Low lying sites that sometimes flood
are likely to support trees like soft maple,
hackberry, cottonwood, and walnut from the flood
plain community. Hard maples and ironwood are
shade tolerant, while oaks require nearly full sun to
thrive. The hardy bur oak, Iowa’s state tree, can
tolerate hot south and southwest facing slopes, but
can also hold its own on flood plains if they’re not
too wet.
Once you’ve selected a tree or trees that appear
to fit the site limitations, it’s time to plant.
Container grown trees can be planted almost any
time the soil isn’t frozen, but are going to be
happier if they’re not planted during temperature or

Steve Lekwa is a Story City native who graduated from ISU in
1971 with a degree in Fisheries and Wildlife Biology. He
retired after 38 years with Story County Conservation in 2011,
but continues to pursue a variety of outdoor activities (among
them outdoor writing). He is married to Susan, a retired music
teacher. They have two grown children and three
grandchildren.
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which of course, makes me think of Box Elder I
would be glad to give up. I've never tried grafting
but how hard can it be? I've been saving this tree
until it flowered, but the one tree I have is 19 years
old and has not flowered yet. It's about 20' tall. One
possible reason for its poor good seed could be
because it's insect pollinated. Removed from its
native habitat, the flowers and insects may not be
there at the same time. I love this tree. I'm eager to
have it flower. I can't remember what I paid for it in
2002 but I'm sure that it was more than the 1 dollar
or less I paid for most of my trees.

NON NATIVE TREE OF THE
QUARTER
Three Flowered Maple Acer triflorum
By Tom Brady--past IWOA board member

This native of Manchuria and Korea is very rare
for reasons I'll reveal later in this article. It's a slow
growing tree which is 30' in cultivation and as high
as 80' in its native habitat. The leaves are trifoliate
compound like a Box Elder, but are far superior to
that weed tree. The leaves are lance shaped which
are dark green and lighter green below. They are
irregularly toothed. The fall color, to my eye, is the
most beautiful of any tree I have. It changes to
bright yellow-orange like a setting sun, in October.
It is absolutely stunning. Its growth habit is widely
pyramidal. It is densely branched and about as wide
as it is tall. The bark is mottled in various shades of
brown, which adds to its landscape value. Older
trees can become more flaky somewhat resembling
River Birch. Flowers are yellow-green and in
groups of three as the name implies. They appear
with the spring leaves and are inconspicuous. The
fruit is the typical maple samaras about 1'' long with
the wings more or less parallel. It's hardy from zone
4 to 9, and will, therefore, grow anywhere in Iowa.

DISTRICT FORESTER RAY LEHN
RETIRES AFTER 38 YEARS
By Steve Meyer, Timber Talk Editor

Ray Lehn (64) recently retired after 38 years
with IDNR, six as manager of the State Forrest
Nursery at Montrose and the last 32 years as
District Forester for District 6 in Southeast Iowa.
The Montrose Nursery was a startup venture when
he started working for the IDNR. He is proud of the
fact that he took it from producing nothing to
producing 3 million trees a year.
Lehn is a big proponent of TSI work, the proper
thinning of trees and managing invasive species. He
is also a big promoter of native oak. “We are losing
our oak forests because they are change intolerant
and a lot of people are not managing them as well
as they could be,” Lehn notes. One big change he
has seen in forestry practices over the years is we
are getting more cattle out of the timber—which is a
good thing. “We have a lot of absentee landowners
in Iowa who are interested in deer hunting, but a lot
of them have money and are willing to listen to
professional advice and willing to invest in timber
and wildlife habitat improvement,” says Lehn, who
adds that he thinks there is more timber that is being
managed than there used to be. He says in his first
10 or 15 years as a District Forester, the State was
not managing their timber lands that well,
particularly for wildlife, but that has changed for the
better in the last 12-14 years. As far as private
owners are concerned, he says he thinks more
people are aware of the value of timber and timber

Three Flowered Maple leaves
The Three Flowered Maple is largely rare
because most of its seeds are not fertile. The
percentage of good seed is about five percent and to
add to its germination problems, the seed requires
one warm, and two cold seasons before they will
germinate. So you won't get any trees until the
second year. My reference books say that small
twigs can be grafted to other three leafed maples,
7

management and that we have made great strides in
getting positive changes in wildlife areas.
Lehn says that one big change in his tenure has
been the elimination of the Forestry Bureau. “This
has had a big effect on our forestry resources. Right
now when the District Foresters have a technical
problem they don’t have anyone they can turn to,”
says Lehn.
Going forward Lehn says that a lot of
management is being shaped by cost share funding
like REAP. “We need to keep that money coming
and we need to restore some sort of central
organizations for Forestry in Iowa,” says Lehn.
In the future Lehn plans on working with a
couple small tracks of land he has and doing some
forestry consulting work. He has a BS and Master’s
Degree in Forestry from Southern Illinois
University and a Master’s Degree in Business
Administration from St. Ambrose University.

eligible forest reservations to not less than 10 acres.
It is presently 2 acres. Please contact your local
Senators and Representatives on SF 352 that we
need to replant portions of our State and not reduce
our timber lands. Thanks to our members for
sending letters to our Senators and using “Zoom” to
voice your concerns in a group effort.
Iowa State University is working on our annual
Forestry Scholarship for a student and it should be
announced in late April. We have had several
winners entering the Forestry Field in the past years
a good program for the IWOA.
We have filled a Board Member vacancy and he
will be voted on at our next annual meeting. Our
Timber Talk Editor Steve Meyer who has been a
member for several years and attends most Board
Meetings will be a good addition to our Board. He
will also continue being the Editor of Timber Talk.
Four IWOA Members who have paid their 2021
dues will have their names drawn for a “Forest and
Shade Trees of Iowa” book courtesy of the IWOA.
Good luck on the drawing.
That is it for now.
Russ Glime, President

PRESIDENTS COLUMN
From IWOA President Russ Glime
Covid-19 is starting to slow down in Iowa with
inoculation being held in every county. Our Board
of Directors at their January Board meeting
discussed the spring 2021 Field Day and it will not
happen. We are still looking at alternatives for
smaller groups that can meet within the Iowa Health
Guidelines this summer. The Fall Field Day
hopefully will be held and we can get back to
normal.
Derecho winds in August 2020 caused massive
damage to our woodlands along the Highway 30
corridor from Ames-to the eastern end of the state.
Rural property, urban tree owners, State DNR and
County Conservation Areas will take several years
to salvage the downed trees if possible.
The Iowa Legislature has convened and has
entered the same Woodland bill that they had last
year that a Senator Committee has passed. Senate
File 352 changes property Tax exemption for Forest
and Fruit Tree reservations. The exemption is 75%
of the value of the property and also expands

MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 1, 2021
IWOA BOARD MEETING
Held at Vinton, Iowa
The meeting was called to order at 10:00 A.M. by
president Russ Glime. Other board members present
were Phil McCune, Craig Semler, Tim Meyer, Al
Wagner, Paul Millice and Ed Kocal. Minutes from
9/29/2020 were approved with correction.
Balance at end of 2020 was $8346.97. Cost of
Timber Talk ~$4500 was discussed along with some
confusion pertaining to the billing related to the dues
increase which started 01/01/2021.
Dues are $5 greater for those who receive hard copies
of Timber Talk. It was the general consensus to wait for
Sherri Sisson to deal with PayPal over the next couple of
months before making any decision.
Payment to Iowa Forestry Coalition for 2021 for
$1250 has already been paid with prior approval.
Webmaster bill for $890 was been paid 10/01/2020 with
prior approval.
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T. Meyer moved/A. Wagner 2nd to get together with
Iowa Forestry Coalition soon to plan for future
legislation. Motion carried. P. Millice, R. Glime and P.
McCune will follow-up on this.
P. Millice moved/A. Wagner 2nd to pay $204 domain
annual fee to Jansen Products (Go Daddy.com) Motion
carried.
Election of officers typically occurs at annual fall
board meeting. However, because there was no fall field
day and board meeting, that never took place. P. Millice
moved/T. Meyer 2nd to elect current officers (Glime president, McCune - VP, Semler - secretary) for another
term. Motion carried.
Ed Kocal discussed survey results from members.
Most comments were positive. He also brought up the
possibility of attracting new IWOA members with an ad
in the magazine “Hunting Regulations” (1/12 page @
$300) and “Iowa Outdoors” (¼ page @ $535). He was
going to pursue this further.
Dates for the Iowa Deer Classic are March 5-7 which
would be an additional source for new members. P.
Millice will investigate IWOA representing with booth
and possible program.
IDNR has reported their Forestry Plan for the next 10
years.
IDNR has added two temporary Foresters based in
Boone and Chelsea.
The DNR is taking bids for derecho timber sales and
clean-up at Chain Lakes-Linn County and Salt Creek in
Tama County.
The Iowa Legislative session for 2021 started this
week.
The Iowa Dept. of Revenue is attempting to generate
increased revenue with additional taxes on equipment
related to Christmas tree production.
Capital Tree Day has not yet been set.
Timber Talk - discussion as how to cover costs on
printed copies. Glime will check with C. Willke
regarding costs.
Deer Advisory Meeting by DNR. Chuck Semler will
represent IWOA.
Forestry Suppliers - no response regarding possible
discounts.
P. Millice moved/E. Kocal 2nd to reimburse Glime
$94.59 for expenses related to scanning 35 old
newsletters. Motion carried.
Master Woodland Training in Central Iowa is
planned in May 2021 and Billy Beck is setting it up.
ISU-IWOA scholarship recipient yet to be
determined.
Forest Land Assoc., Smrynra, Georgia Coalition - no
interest by IWOA
Trees Forever new director (to replace Shannon
Ramsey) is Kiley Miller.

R. Glime is pursuing a couple of prospective board
members to fill vacancy.
Winners for four door prizes (tree book) will be
chosen from membership approximately three or four
months from now.
Spring field day will most likely not materialize due
to absence of DNR and ISU due to virus. However,
virtual sessions (such as for invasive species, timber
stand improvement, planting, CRP clean-up) could take
place. E. Kocal will check with Dr. Billy Beck. General
consensus is to aim for fall field day sometime in
October.
P. Millice has a bunch of name tags and lanyards
available for future use.
Meeting declared adjourned at noon.
Craig Semler, Secretary

YOUR IWOA MEMBERSHIP
IWOA recently revised its membership categories.
There are now several options for people. They are
as follows:
 MEMBER--woodland owner (voting) $25
 ASSOCIATE MEMBER--non-woodland owner
(nonvoting) $25
 CONTRIBUTING MEMBER--woodland owner
(voting) $50
 CONTRIBUTING ASSOCIATE MEMBER-non-woodland owner (nonvoting) $50
 FRIENDS OF IWOA-- (nonvoting) $100
 IWOA FOREST STEWARD-- (nonvoting) $250
All memberships are for the calendar year. Our
website has a Paypal option for those who wish to
join electronically. All members wanting a print
copy of the newsletter add $5.

IOWA DEER CLASSIC 2021
From Paul Millice—Past President IWOA
Not being sure that the Deer Classic would happen
this year we did not start planning until late and thus we
did not get our plans shared in our newsletter to offer the
opportunity for IWOA members to help staff the booth.
If we do the Iowa Deer Classic again next year, we will
let everyone know in plenty of time so that everyone will
have the opportunity to help staff our booth.
As you know our purpose was to talk to as many
Deer hunters and Landowners about the proposed
changes to our beloved Forest Reserve Act to help get
the word out.
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I want to thank all who helped out: Jim Ward and his
Associate Jeff Agnew, Board Member Craig Semler, my
Wife Nancy, and especially Larry Wiley, for help with
set up and tear down. I can’t believe I didn’t get a photo
of Larry at the booth; I suppose I could use a stock
photo, he is always there for us!
Although we were understaffed, we talked with
bunches of folks, signed up a few new IWOA members
and I did seminars each day on “Timber Management for
Deer Habitat” where I also got my two cents in for the
Forest Reserve Act.
Our sole purpose of being there was just that, to get
the word out about SF 352.
New this year we had a State map of the Senatorial
districts and we had people locate their Forest Reserve
Acres and thus we could remind them who their State
Senators and thus who they needed to be contacting.

The IWOA Board
Russ Glime, President
r.glime634@gmail.com
Phil McCune, Vice-president
arcadiafarm2000@yahoo.com
Craig Semler, Secretary
clsemler@gmail.com
Ed Kocal
edkocal@yahoo.com
Al Wagner
wagneraj@netins.net
Tim Meyer
davisdeer@gmail.com
Al Walter
Waltera47@gmail.com
Steve Meyer
gfdchief@netins.net
Paul Millice—Past President
pmillice@aol.com
IWOA Support Staff
Cathy Wilkie, Membership Secretary
CAT_Wilkie@yahoo.com
Sherri Sisson, Treasurer
Sherri227th@gmail.com

IWOA Board member Craig Semler at the Deer Classic
booth

Steve Meyer—Timber Talk Editor
gfdchief@netins.net

Iowa Tree Farm Committee Officers
Gretchen Cline, Chairman
gretchencline@gmail.com

IWOA MEMBERSHIP REPORT
PROVIDED BY Cathy Wilkie
Membership Secretary

Francis Main, Vice Chairman
francismain34@gmail.com

CURRENT MEMBERSHIPS: 413
# OF PEOPLE MEMBERSHIPS REPRESENT:
1205 (BASED ON 2.5 PEOPLE PER MEMBERSHIP)
MEMBERSHIP CATEGORY BREAKDOWN:

Lisa Louck, Secretary
l.louck@yahoo.com
Agnes Kenney, Treasurer
kenneys@alpinecom.net

Members (Iowa Woodland Owner, Voting) 295
Associate Member (Non-Woodland Owner,
Non-Voting) 13
Contributing Member (Iowa Woodland Owner,
Voting) 74
Contributing Associate Member (NonWoodland Owner, Non-Voting) 1
Complimentary Memberships 27
Friends of IWOA
3

The Iowa Tree farm system is affiliated with the American
Tree Farm System and recognizes the efforts and
accomplishments of individuals as related to their woodlands.
If interested in becoming a Tree Farmer please contact your
Iowa DNR District Forester for more information, help with
creating a management plan, and filing an application to join.
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TOTAL FOREST ACRES OWNED BY IWOA
MEMBERS: 45,607.5 forest acres in 68 Iowa
counties, and 3 Missouri Counties. This is up
down 3 counties and 3,633 acres since my last
report.
FOREST RESERVES: 268 of our 413
memberships indicate that they have land in
forest reserve.
TOTAL FOREST ACRES IN FOREST RESERVE:
23,357
# OF MEMBERS WHO INDICATE THEY ARE
CERTIFIED TREE FARMERS: 137
# OF MEMBERS WHO INDICATE THEY ARE IN
THE IOWA TREE FARM GROUP: 71
# OF MEMBERS WHO INDICATE THEY ARE IN
THE NATIONAL TREE FARM GROUP: 36
# OF MEMBERS WHO INDICATED THEY HAVE
GONE THROUGH THE MASTER WOODLAND MANAGER
PROGRAM: 123

that down the road these new homes, additions,
remodeling projects and commercial spaces will
eventually need floors, trim, cabinets, etc., thus
creating demand for the hardwoods we grow in
Iowa. What we have been seeing in recent timber
sales is that the prices remain strong with the
demand being most high for White Oak, Walnut
and both Soft and Hard Maple.
Woods Run Prices for Standing Timber March 2021
(Species Prices/Board Foot): Black Walnut $2.00$4.00; White Oak $0.60-$0.80; Bur Oak $0.30$0.60; Sugar Maple $0.45-$0.50; Silver Maple
$0.30-$0.35; Red Oak $0.30; Black Cherry $0.25;
Hickory $0.20; Black Oak $0.15-$0.20; Ash $0.15$0.20; Basswood $0.10; Elm $0.10; Hackberry
$0.10; Cottonwood $0.10

CLASSIFIEDS
TIMBER TALK WANT ADS
Rare American Chestnut Wood. I have
approximately 55 board feet of rough sawn
American chestnut. I salvaged it from a deceased
tree on my property. It was a relic tree someone
planted many years ago. It has been milled, stuck,
and air dried for nearly 2 years. I have one, 1 ¾” x
8 ½ “x 8 ½ ft piece, and nine, ¾”x 7-8”x 6-8 ft.
pieces, and six, ¾ x 4-6”x 6-8 ft. pieces. Make
offer. Phone or text Ed: 563-349-0158

WHAT’S THAT LOG WORTH?

INVASIVE TREE REMOVAL SERVICE
I will do removal of Invasive/Unwanted species. I
will cut, pile and treat. Contact Luke’s Brush
Management for an estimate at 641-330-6675, or
email: lucassis@live.com (Insured)

Woods Run Prices for Standing Timber March
2021—Submitted by Gretchen Cline, Forester,
Geode Forestry, Inc.

Many of you who follow the markets have
recently seen lumber futures soaring. We often get
the question if that uptick is directly transferable to
our timber in Iowa and does that mean it's a good
time to sell trees? The lumber prices that they are
referring to are for softwoods (pine, spruce, fir) that
are typically used in framing and the construction
industry. I was recently reading an article where the
Chairman of the National Association of Home
Builders was urging congress to push domestic
lumber producers to ramp up production and end
the tariffs on Canadian imports of lumber which
they see as creating the instability in the market
along with unsustainable price increases.
So while those record high lumber prices are not
directly transferable to hardwoods, it makes sense

IWOA members can place a free want ad in Timber Talk
for tree/timber related items. These want ads will be
limited to business card size and must not be for
commercial or business purposes. One should email your
requested want ad to Steve Meyer 60 days before the
publish date. We currently are publishing three times a
year. April 1, Aug 1 and Dec 15th. Please note there are
no guarantees on this free offer, if there is not space your
request may have to wait for the next issue. Send want
adds to the IWOA editor at gfdchief@netins.net. Please
be sure to state IWOA WANT ADD in the subject line.
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Total Forest Acres Owned_________________
Acres in Forest Reserve ___________________
Which county Forest Reserves located?
_________________
County that you vote in? ____________
Are you a Certified Tree Farmer? YES--NO
Are you a member of the Iowa Tree Farmers? YES-NO
Are you a member of the National Tree Farmers?
YES--NO
Have you taken a Master Woodland Manager
(MWM) course? YES--NO
Year completed MWM course_______________
Would you prefer to receive our newsletter via email? YES--NO
Would you like to join the IWOA list-serve? YES-NO

IWOA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
MEMBERSHIP LEVELS—NOTE CHANGES

Please check one
O Member, $25/yr.
Woodland Owner, Voting
O Associate Member, $25/yr.
Non-woodland Owner, Non-Voting
O Contributing Member, $50/yr.
Woodland Owner, Voting
O Contributing Associate Member $50/yr
Non-Woodland Owner, Non-Voting
O Friends of IWOA $100.00
O Forest Steward $250.00 +
All members wanting a printed copy of the
newsletter add $5.00
Member Information:
First Name
Last Name
Address
City_________________________
State
Zip
Home Ph.
Business or Cell Ph.
E-mail:_________________________

Note: we collect this information to better serve
our members. We do not share this information
with any persons or organizations not affiliated
with IWOA.
SEND FORM AND CHECK PAYABLE TO
IWOA MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY, P.O. Box
334, NORTH LIBERTY, IA 52317

PRSTD STD.
U.S POSTAGE
PAID
Dyersville, IA
Permit No. 28
Timber Talk, April 2021
Iowa Woodland Owners Association
PO Box 334
North Liberty, IA 52317-0334
IWOA Website: www.iowawoodlandowners.org
Timber Talk is a published April 1, Aug. 1 and Dec. 15
to serve members of the
Iowa Woodland Owners Association and the
Iowa Tree Farmer’s Association.
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