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IWOA 2020 FALL FIELD 

DAY  
POSTPONED 

 
With the high level of the COVID-19 in 

Iowa we will be canceling the Fall Field 

Day that was tentatively scheduled for 

September 19th in Dallas County.  Also 

the Annual Business meeting will be 

canceled and the election of Directors and 

By-Laws changes will be done by U.S. 

Mail. The IWOA board is meeting in the 

next month to discuss member ideas for a 

virtual field day. 
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TREES, FORESTS, AND 

FORESTRY: WHY ARE THEY 

ABSENT FROM IOWA’S WATER 

QUALITY CONVERSATION? 
 

By Billy Beck 
Extension Forestry Specialist with Iowa State 

University Extension and Outreach 
 

Did you know that nearly three million acres of 

forest stand tall within Iowa’s border? That around 

one hundred and fifty thousand Iowans own 

forestland and sell 10-35 million dollars of standing 

timber annually? In 2016, forestry and forest 

products produced 4.3 billion dollars in economic 

output and supported nearly 30,000 jobs in Iowa.  

Iowa State University is home to one of the 

oldest forestry programs in the United States. As an 

Extension Forestry Specialist, I work daily to 

remind Iowans that trees, forests, and forestry hold 

great significance in Iowa’s past, present, and 

future. They are part of Iowa and help define who 

we are, just like corn, hogs, and prairie. Why is it 

that trees, forests, and forestry are generally absent 

from Iowa’s water quality conversation? From on-

farm practices to our statewide vision (i.e., Iowa 

Nutrient Reduction Strategy), trees are rarely, if 

ever, mentioned as a part of our water quality 

improvement strategies.  

We’ve done an impressive job in the Midwest to 

alter our landscape (e.g., landcover conversion, 

stream channelization) for the purpose of getting 

water out of fields, into streams, and out of 

watersheds as fast as possible. The result is what 

hydrologists refer to as “flashy flow”, where 

streams exhibit rapid rises in stage immediately 

following storm events. This altered (flashy) 

hydrology subjects our streams to increased erosive 

Timber Talk 
Newsletter of the Iowa Woodland Owners Association 

and Iowa Tree Farmers Association 
August 2020   Editor: Steve Meyer 

 



2 

 

power, which contributes greatly to Iowa’s current 

water quality and quantity (i.e., flooding) issues.  
 

 
Billy Beck 

 

Trees and forests help address flashiness, 

mitigate the effects, and work to restore a more 

natural hydrology which will lead to better water 

quality and more stable quantity. Upland forest 

canopies intercept a portion of rainfall and prevent 

it from rushing into streams. Roots increase the 

infiltration capacity of the soil, reducing overland 

flow and associated erosion. Transpiration pulls 

moisture from soil, further increasing its ability to 

absorb rainfall, reduce overland flow, and deliver 

water to streams slowly through shallow 

groundwater. Floodplain forests provide resistance 

against out-of-bank flows, reducing floodplain 

scour and lessening downstream flood damage. By 

slowing flood velocities, their upright stems also 

encourage deposition of sediment and phosphorus 

on floodplains (a potentially huge nutrient sink). 

Trees along streams armor streambanks against 

erosive flows, and roots increase the tensile strength 

of streambank soils. The shade they create regulates 

stream temperature, mitigating massive diurnal 

dissolved oxygen swings.  

Many landowners praise streambank trees for 

keeping flood debris from entering their fields. 

Trees that fall in streams and other in-channel large 

woody material may be unsightly to many folks, 

however, even these provide significant benefit 

through increase in flow resistance, trapping and 

storage of sediment and phosphorus, and creation of 

prime habitat for aquatic biota. In-channel wood 

also redirects flow towards streambanks, working to 

reestablish the natural meander pattern of streams, 

thus lessening slopes and further “slowing the 

flow”. 

 
 

Although unsightly to some, trees that fall in 

streams and in-channel wood mitigate water 

quality and quantity issues by slowing the flow, 

trapping sediment and nutrients, and restoring 

natural meander patterns. 
 

So, why would such a powerful tool be 

overlooked so often? Why are efforts to establish, 

manage, and protect streamside (riparian) forests 

minimized in the Midwest? I believe part of the 

answer comes down to landowner unfamiliarity 

with trees. This is no knock against Midwestern 

landowners (they are the best people on the planet 

in my book), it’s just that trees are challenging, 

especially if you lack experience. Trees are different 

from grass – you can’t simply plant trees in the 

ground, walk away, and expect success. Trees take 

advanced planning and site preparation, and at least 

three years of dedicated maintenance (e.g., weed 

control) to establish. When these don’t occur, 

plantings fail, neighbors notice, and word gets 

around the county that “trees don’t work”.  

Management of existing forests is no less 

challenging. It takes a “100-year mentality,” and 

willingness to part with annual returns. In addition, 

landowners struggle to understand the true value of 

their timber. This spells danger when someone 

knocks on their door and offers them “ten thousand 

bucks” for the walnuts on the back 40.  What seems 

like an instant windfall is often a severe undercut. 

Before you take that offer, reach out to the many 

forestry resources, technical assistance, and 

expertise available to Iowa landowners. 

Unfortunately, many are unaware these resources 

exist.  

The first and most critical step to a successful 

forestry project is to connect with a professional 

forester. Be they a public (e.g., Iowa DNR), or a 

private consulting forester, these experts are your 
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guide to a successful forestry project. From 

planning and planting, to forest stand improvement 

(thinning) and timber harvest, a forester will 

guarantee you maximize the benefits (both 

ecological and financial) of your forest resource. 

On February 27, I brought together nineteen 

forestry and water quality experts from across Iowa 

to explore the question as to why trees are often 

disregarded as a water quality enhancement tool. 

The participants in this Forestry and Water Quality 

Summit agreed that trees and forests are a tough sell 

to policy makers because they are not a “practice” 

or an engineered structure you can simply install 

and expect instant results. Trees take time. There is 

a multi-year lag between implementation of trees 

and water quality enhancement. For the foresters in 

the room, this was to be expected. Everyone agreed 

that everyone needed more of that “100-year 

mentality” and plant more trees.  

More importantly, we all agreed that we need 

Iowa-specific data that quantify tree and forest 

water quality benefits (e.g., flood peak reduction 

and nutrient reduction). While such data exist 

nationally and globally, it is difficult to apply that 

information to Iowa’s unique stream corridors and 

watersheds that are often highly-altered and highly-

unstable.  

Are trees the “silver bullet” for Iowa water 

quality? No. Do they need to be recognized as a 

critical component in our water quality efforts? 

Absolutely. To succeed in reducing nutrient levels 

in our water bodies, we will need a suite of 

practices. Like wetlands and prairie strips, trees 

offer additional environmental benefits. I am so 

thrilled to partner with groups such as IWOA, as 

well as forestry professionals state-wide to firmly 

establish trees in Iowa’s water quality conversation! 

 

For further information on this subject, please 

view the archived (4/22/20) Iowa Learning Farms 

webinar “Trees, Forests, and Forestry: Benefits to 

Water Quality and On-Farm Income in Iowa”. 

www.iowalearningfarms.org/page/webinars 

 

 This article was adapted from a previously-

published Iowa Learning Farms blog, April, 2020.  

www.iowalearningfarms.wordpress.com 

 

 

 

THE NWTF IS ON POINT WITH 
FOREST MANAGEMENT 

 

By Jason Lupardus, Certified Wildlife Biologist 

and Director of Conservation Operations-Midwest 

for the National Wild Turkey Federation 
 

The National Wild Turkey Federations (NWTF) 
is a grassroots, volunteer-driven conservation 
organization that helped successfully restore the 
wild turkey and is considered the leader in upland 
habitat conservation across North America.  NWTF 
volunteers and staff are passionate about 
conservation, and forest management is a priority in 
Iowa.   

The NWTF has two foresters, Olivia Rauen & 
Bailey Yotter, and one district wildlife biologist, 
Matt Weegman, who are working on public and 
private lands.  They are passionate groups of 
conservationists that know a plethora of information 
about wildlife and forest management. Most people 
don’t realize how much forest management work 
that the NWTF conducts each year on public and 
private lands. 

Olivia Rauen is based out of Epworth, and 
Bailey Yotter is in Fairfield.  Both foresters provide 
technical assistance to private landowners for 
addressing resource needs.  They work out of 
Natural Resource Conservation Services (NRCS) 
offices, as NRCS is the key partner.  These foresters 
provide guidance with how to best manage forested 
acres based on landowner goals.  They provide 
planning for forest management, tree planting, 
prescribed fire, and other various activities.  Last, 
but not least, NWTF foresters provide information 
about all NRCS and other Farm bill related 
programs that can be helpful to the landowner. 

Matt Weegman works across multiple states with 
partners to conduct conservation management 
primarily on public lands.  He recently drove 
throughout the state, stopping at five locations on 
shared stewardship projects where the NWTF 
contributed $21,500 overall in projects with the 
Iowa Department of Natural Resources and multiple 
partners.  Eldon Wildlife Management Area in 
Davis County, Tubaugh Wildlife Management Area 
in Appanoose County, Hooper Wildlife 
Management Area in Warren County, Loess Hills 
State Forest in Harrison County, and Deer Creek 
Wildlife Management Area in Plymouth County are 

http://www.iowalearningfarms.org/page/webinars
http://www.iowalearningfarms.wordpress.com/
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where the NWTF conducted joint projects to 
directly impact 335 acres. 

Tree planting, timber stand improvement, crop 
tree release, non-native invasive species 
management, and use of multiple forestry tools are 
a few of the items that NWTF staff utilize to 
enhance forests.  “Active forest management 
equates to quality wildlife management”, said Jason 
Lupardus, NWTF Midwest Director of 
Conservation Operations.  Jason says that “The 
NWTF was the fourth largest timber buyer for the 
United States Forest Service last year.”  Overall, the 
NWTF appears to be working at various levels to 
manage our forests across the US. For more 
information go to nwtf.org and search Iowa. 
 

 
 

NWTF project area 

 
GRADUATE STUDENT SEEKS 

INFORMATION FROM FEMALE 

LANDOWNERS 

 
My name is Olivia Lukacic and I am a graduate 

student at UMass Amherst with the Family Forest 
Research Center (https://www.familyforestresearchcenter.org/). As 
part of my graduate work I am interviewing female 
landowners to hear about their experiences, goals, 
challenges, and resource sources. My project will 
result in the production of an outreach publication 
for women landowners across the northeast and 
Midwest. 

So far I have been able to identify and interview 
many wonderful women that I would consider to be 
"engaged landowners." This means that they might 
have utilized state and federal programs, met with 
foresters, or have management plans. This has been 
amazing, but survey data shows that most land 
owners are not like this, but rather "unengaged." 

I am hoping that you can think through your 
communities, family members, and co-workers to 
help me identify some of these "unengaged" land 
owners. Unengaged does not mean uninterested or 
unenthusiastic. They can either own land 
themselves or be co-owners and ideally own 10 or 
more acres. If you have someone that fits this 
description please send them my way. They can 
reach me at olukacic@umass.edu or on my cell at 
(978) 394-9186. Thank you for your time and 
energy! 

 

 
 

WE'VE GOT BUTTERNUT SEEDLINGS 
COMING OUT OF OUR EARS! 

 
Last spring, past IWOA Board member and all 

around ‘Tree guy’ Tom Brady, provided IWOA with a 
bucket of Butternuts to be shared with our membership 
as door prizes at our Spring Field day. 

But because we had to cancel our Spring Field day 
because of COVID-19 concerns we ended potting the 
seeds and we now have a pile of Butternut seedlings 
available for door prizes at our next field day. 

Looking at the brighter side of the virus let's talk 
about our State Legislature. 

As I'm sure you are aware, our Legislature over the 
years has been looking at making changes to the Forest 
Reserve Act and 2020 was no different. This year it was 
Senate Study bill 3110 which would have cut the Forest 
Reserve Tax credit by 25% beginning in 2021. The bill 
also increases the acreage needed to be part of the tax 
credit program 5-fold to 10 acres. This bill was not acted 
upon this year but you can be assured a contingent of 
Legislators will be taking another run at it next year! 

It's up to you, me and all of us.  And tell your friends 
and neighbors. Our voices need to be heard.  We need to 
be in constant communication with our Legislators to let 
them know that we care and that this issue is very 
important to us as stewards of the State. 

Take time to thank your State Legislators for their 
service and contact them often, and contact them often!  
Do I need to say it again? 

Paul Millice—Past President of IWOA 

https://www.familyforestresearchcenter.org/
mailto:olukacic@umass.edu
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://24.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_mcrv6vNv6W1qit2sxo1_r2_1280.png&imgrefurl=http://signifikat.tumblr.com/post/34713991917&h=444&w=1280&sz=26&tbnid=mNWGXuHrFRHrcM:&tbnh=42&tbnw=120&prev=/search?q=tree+branch+clip+art+free&tbm=isch&tbo=u&zoom=1&q=tree+branch+clip+art+free&usg=__VeiSUfaySN9RZnl2p7hCzyyEhcQ=&docid=C5PoIEywo_gN-M&sa=X&ei=7P3IUbD9AeXW0gHY-4H4Aw&ved=0CDIQ9QEwAg&dur=46


5 

 

ADDING (EVEN MORE) 

VALUE TO YOUR WOODLAND 
 

By Suzan Erem, Executive Director, Sustainable Iowa 

Land Trust (SILT) 
 

Your tree plantings and timber aren’t just for 

lumber anymore! A new, free resource for Iowa 

owners will give woodland owners new ideas for 

value-added food products that can grow with and 

in your tree planting.  

The Sustainable Iowa Land Trust just released an 

Iowa Landowners Guide to Sustainable Food Crops, 

both in print and online, free (at silt.org), for 

landowners interested in bringing diverse, nature-

friendly table food farming back to Iowa’s 

landscape.  

The 56-page full-color guide contains 32 crops, 

landowner profiles, a handy gauge of upfront capital 

and labor costs and a friendly icon indicating where 

in the farm’s ecosystem that crop fits. Perennials 

such as chestnuts, elderberries, pawpaws and 

heartnuts are listed as part of a bigger system that 

includes managed grazing of large and small 

animals and/or annual vegetables. A product of the 

advice of farmers across the Midwest, the guide is 

packed with the best resources for landowners to 

start thinking about stacking the benefits of their 

acreages and farm conservation work with food 

crops. 

“Rural landowners have the power to determine 

what Iowa’s landscape will look like,” said SILT 

Board President Stuart Valentine. “Will it be more 

of what we have now? Or a more diverse, eco-

friendly, sustainable one that feeds our people and 

heals the planet?” This guide will help Iowa’s 

landowners increase the state’s food security, 

improve soil health and water quality and provide 

agricultural opportunities for future generations, 

Valentine said.  

SILT also offers free consultations to landowners 

interested in learning what food their land wants to 

grow sustainably. From starting a shiitake 

mushroom operation in your timber, to inviting a 

beekeeper to house hives or launching a ginseng or 

herb farm, SILT’s Farm Consultant can provide you 

a report with your soils, slopes, aspects and lists of 

crops that should grow well on the site.  

The Sustainable Iowa Land Trust is Iowa’s 

newest statewide land trust. Launched in 2015, it 

specializes in permanent protection of land for 

future generations of food farming. Using 

conservation easements and land donations, SILT 

not only preserves the natural beauty and diverse 

ecosystem of a sustainable food farm by mimicking 

nature, but through permanent protection, lowers 

the cost of land for future farmers. Sixteen to 20-

year federal and state tax income incentives are 

available to landowners who protect their land.  

Land values have quadrupled in the last 25 years, 

making it nearly impossible for new, small-scale 

farmers to get started. In its 5 years, SILT has 

protected 935 acres across 9 farms in Iowa and has 

4 more lined up for this year. Nearly 20 next 

generation farmers have found or stayed on 

affordable land as a result of that work.  

The guide and land consultations are supported 

by your tax dollars through the Natural Resources 

Conservation Service and Sustainable Agriculture 

Research and Education and by individual 

donations from SILT members.  

For the free interactive and downloadable guide, 

visit silt.org/cropbook. For a free land consultation, 

contact Joe Klingelhutz at joe@silt.org or 319-800-

8108.  
 

 
 

INVASIVE SPECIES GUIDANCE 
 

Got woody invasive species? The Woody 
Invasives of the Great Lakes (WIGL) Collaborative 
is here to help you find solutions! Please visit, 
bookmark and share www.woodyinvasives.org! 

The WIGL Collaborative is focusing its initial 
efforts on 28 species that are regulated as invasive 
by at least one Great Lakes jurisdiction. Through 
the new website, land managers, green industry 
professionals, gardeners, homeowners and 
educators can use the website to get information 
needed to identify, manage and replace invasive 
woody plants and restore habitat for native plants 
and wildlife around the Great Lakes. The WIGL 
Collaborative is a project of the Midwest Invasive 
Plant Network and was funded by the Great Lakes 
Restoration Initiative. 

https://silt.org/
https://silt.org/cropbook/
mailto:joe@silt.org
https://mipn.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d5f48984a9b6e16aac830c3dd&id=dfb994066a&e=33e99ba676
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NON NATIVE TREE OF THE 
QUARTER 

Eastern White Pine Pinus strobus 
By Tom Brady--past IWOA board member 

 
Eastern White Pine is a native of the Northeast 

United States and comes very close to living in 

Iowa. If you were standing on the banks of the 

Mississippi river in Allamakee County in Iowa 

gazing to the far bank at Wisconsin, you might be 

able to see some. Some of the tree books indicate 

that there are native trees in far Northeastern Iowa, 

but I have asked people I respect (like district 

foresters) if they are growing there and all have said 

no. So, although the tree is widely planted, I 

consider Eastern White Pine to be non-native. If 

you disagree, let me know. 

Eastern White Pine (there is a Western White 

Pine, but I'll just refer to the tree I'm writing about 

as White Pine), can grow to 50 to 80' in cultivation 

and up to 150' in its natural habitat. 

The leaves are needles in bundles of five. They 

are typically blue-green, but variable. They are up 

to five inches long and slender. They are soft to the 

touch, so they won't rip your skin if you have to 

mow around them. They usually fall from the tree 

after two years, in late summer to early fall. The 

bark is smooth and gray when young, and darker 

gray-brown, with vertical deep furrows as it 

matures. 

In habit, the tree is pyramidal when young, and 

variable at maturity with several large ascending 

branches. Even as a huge tree it is graceful and 

pleasing to see. 

White Pine is self-fertile, with both male and 

female flowers. The female flowers are pink, 

inconspicuous, and held at the tip of the new 

growth. The male flowers are yellow, and are just 

below the female flowers, and are visible, especially 

when they release their pollen in a yellow dust 

storm, which is very hard on those with allergies 

(like me). 

The fruit, of course, is a cone which is 5 to 8 

inches long, by 1.5 inches wide, often with a curve 

(like a banana). They are often covered with resin. 

They are green the first year, turning to light brown 

and falling from the tree in the autumn of the 

second year. The tree is hardy from zone 3 to 8.  

White Pine is my favorite pine of the 13 varieties 

I've planted over the years. I like it for its soft 

needles and fast growth. The only ones that have 

died appeared to be as a result of soil which was too 

moist. Even so, they have become quite large before 

showing decline and eventually dying. I have had 

some severe wind damage which took off the tops 

of some trees, and in one case split the tree in half. 

Despite the damage the trees just continue to grow, 

albeit, in a creative shape. White Pine was one of 

the first trees I planted on the golf course. A local 

Christmas tree grower had let his trees get too big 

for Christmas trees, but not too big for me to move 

with my tree spade, so he sold me 20 trees for 10 

dollars apiece. He also said I could have any 

deciduous tree that interfered with my getting to the 

pines, that's how I got my Shellbark Hickory with 

the giant nuts that I often give away as door prizes 

at our field days. Why it was there, I have no idea. I 

didn't even know what it was, at the time. This was 

quite a commitment since I was using a tractor 

drawn tree spade on a six mile round trip. This was 

about 1975 and the golf course was a blank slate. 

There were no trees! You should see it now, though. 

In 1990 we started to convert ex-farm ground to 

CRP, so I planted 500 more White Pine. In 1998 we 

converted more land to CRP wildlife habitat, and I 

planted 1000 more alternating with White Oak. This 

land is now a forest after only 22 years of growth. 

The trees are generally 30’ to 35' tall. Over the 

years, I've moved some to the golf course, but they 

are way too big now so five years ago I bought 50 

more so I would have some to replace my dying 

Scotch Pine. As I've said, I really like this tree, but 

if you are going to plant one you better have a big 

yard. 
 

 
 

Eastern White Pine 
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KERNS’ GO VIRTUAL WITH 
ANNUAL TREE FARM TOUR 

Submitted by Jody Kerns 
 

For 26 years Jim and Jody Kerns have had the 
Edgewood-Colesburg 5th graders to their tree farm 
for a forestry field day, and likewise this would 
have been the 23rd year for the 2nd grade student's 
field trip. Enter 2020 when no school classrooms, 
social distancing, and isolation became the new 
normal. For the first time it looked as though the 
students would miss out on this great outdoor 
learning experience. Not only do the students enjoy 
the trip to the tree farm, but over the years, the 
parents have looked forward to the trip as well. 

"We were so sad to think we couldn't offer the 
kids and parents the experience this year" stated 
Jody Kerns. Then, an idea hatched when their 8th 
grade daughter was doing some Zoom meetings 
with her teachers to continue their learning despite 
not being able to gather together. One night while 
following up on her studies, the Kerns’ began to 
discuss the idea of holding a "virtual" field trip to 
the tree farm this year. "We contacted the teachers 
at our school, and they we're ecstatic with the 
offer," Jody states. "Technology is definitely not 
our thing," Jim adds, "but if the teachers we're 
willing to figure that out, we told them we could 
handle the rest, so we all immediately went to 
planning and collaborating.” 

Zoom was the method used to host the field trip, 
and the goal was to have the day as close to normal 
as they could. The biggest challenge was getting 
good internet service in the hills of Clayton County. 
The Ed-Co teachers were able to make that work, so 
they proceeded to have a planning day. They held a 
mock trial run with the technology team, and 
"recreated" the way the day would look for both 
field trips. The 2nd grade teacher’s even hand 
delivered a s’more making kit and the scavenger 
hunt that would typically have been done at the tree 
farm to each of the students the day before the field 
trip. "The commitment and care shown by these 
teachers was second to none," stated Jody. They 
also made plans for both field trips to have a virtual 
picnic lunch as a class at the tree farm following the 
field trip. 

"We were able to have all of the students on a 
computer in front of us as we did our 

presentations," Jim explains, adding; "it was great 
because the students could continue to ask questions 
through the day, and we were still able to interact 
with them." Following the day, the teachers were 
put the field trips into a YouTube video so that 
working parents, or any students they couldn't be 
there, could participate at another time. “The 
teachers, students, and parents were very happy that 
we could provide a fun learning experience in a ‘not 
so normal’ time in our lives and we were so happy 
we could still give the students this learning 
experience during this unusual time in our history," 
stated Jody. "It was fun, but we had the easy job, 
which was sharing our passion. The teachers had 
the tough job of making the technology all work," 
Jim notes. 

 

 

 
 

 

Jim and Jody Kerns conducting their first 

ever virtual tree farm tour for Edgewood-

Colesburg students. 
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WOODLAND FLOWERS OF SUMMER 
AND FALL 
By Steve Lekwa 

Story County Conservation Director 
 
Summer is upon us and most of the woodland wild 

flowers have already done their thing for the year. Those 
lovely flowers we wait all winter to see known as 
“spring ephemerals” don’t last long. Although most of 
them are long-lived perennials, their annual growth cycle 
is, indeed, short. They must begin growth with spring’s 
first warmth as soil just begins to thaw. They must 
flower and set seed before the tree canopy closes in to 
grab most of the sunlight. A few, like hepatica and wild 
ginger, maintain green leaves well into the season after 
they flower. Many others, like Dutchman’s britches, 
bluebells, and spring beauty, slip back into dormancy 
after only a few weeks of growth and wait to do it all 
again the next spring.  

The last of the spring flowers include blue waterleaf, 
red columbine, and pink wild geraniums. They may still 
offer some color well into June in at least northern Iowa. 
The number of species may be fewer, but Iowa 
woodlands still have lovely wildflowers to look forward 
to throughout the summer and fall. Some can even make 
pretty impressive color displays when many bloom at 
once. More open woodlands like the old oak savannas 
that were so common in pre-settlement Iowa, may treat 
you to a whole pallet of summer flowers. They’re not 
quite open prairie flowers, though some prairie species 
sneak in, and they’re not quite woodland flowers. Many 
of them are unique to that now-rare habitat type.  

Summer flowers of Iowa’s denser woodlands include 
tall bellflower, one of the few annuals to bloom in the 
woods. This tall, pale blue flower is most common on 
moist soils and shady stream banks. It blooms from later 
in June through August. The pale whitish green flowers 
of thimbleweed anemone appear in June. They aren’t 
particularly striking, but the hard green seed head left 
after flowering becomes a puff of white cotton by fall. 
Deer mice spread the seed as they gather the cotton to 
line their nests. Another quite spectacular and unique 
summer flower comes in both a yellow and orange form, 
and is known as jewelweed or, perhaps more commonly, 
as touch-me-not. This three to five foot annual also 
prefers moist soil. The slipper-shaped flowers are a 
favorite of hummingbirds who use their long bills and 
even longer tongues to reach nectar at the back of the 
flower’s long “nectar horn”. The seed pods are a favorite 
of children who will often squeal with delight when they 
touch a ripe pod that bursts with an audible pop, flinging 
seeds in all directions (thus the name). The plant often 
grows near nettle patches. The juice from its soft, 
crushed stems is an amazingly effective remedy for the 

stings caused by nettles. It’s blooms can be found from 
July to September.  

Late summer will bring on the large bright yellow 
blooms of woodland sunflower and clusters of tiny 
bright yellow blooms of zig-zag and elm-leafed 
goldenrods. Pale blue flowers of several species of aster 
bloom in our woodlands from August into the fall. Even 
late fall is not without its color if you watch for it. Long 
after the large spring and summer leaves of jack-in-the-
pulpit have withered away, the plant graces the 
woodland floor with globular clusters of brilliant scarlet 
berries. It’s quite striking to spot that splash of color 
amid November’s brown fallen leaves. As pretty as they 
are, nothing tries to eat them. The root of the plant is 
loaded with poisonous calcium oxalate that causes the 
mouth burn. The berries likely retain traces of the same 
substance.  

These are but a few of the plants that are still to 
flower in Iowa woodlands through summer and into the 
fall. Their beauty is worth watching for!  

 
 

PRESIDENTS COLUMN 
From IWOA President Russ Glime 

 
The Corona-19 virus has really made the IWOA 

Board of Directors think out of the box and I wish 
to thank them for their efforts working around 
issues. Unfortunately we have had to cancel our 
Spring and Fall Field Days. 

Billy Beck, Iowa’s Extension Forester is still 
learning his job but he and the Extension Service 
has partnered with Iowa Learning Farms to help 
provide Virtual Field Days. I have forwarded 
information of Forestry & Water Quality to our 
IWOA members and several members have 
attended.  If you can’t find the time, most of the 
programs are available for your viewing at your 
convenience at 
https://www.iowalearningfarms.org/page/events. 

 We need to have your email address if at all 
possible; as next year if you do not have an email 
address we will have to charge an extra $5.00 for 
your dues.  The Timber Talk publication will no 
longer be sent out direct to members as we have 
done in the past and we will be sending it out to 
your email address.  This will be a $1,500-$2,000 
savings that we can use for Forestry efforts in our 
State. 

https://www.iowalearningfarms.org/page/events
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://24.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_mcrv6vNv6W1qit2sxo1_r2_1280.png&imgrefurl=http://signifikat.tumblr.com/post/34713991917&h=444&w=1280&sz=26&tbnid=mNWGXuHrFRHrcM:&tbnh=42&tbnw=120&prev=/search?q=tree+branch+clip+art+free&tbm=isch&tbo=u&zoom=1&q=tree+branch+clip+art+free&usg=__VeiSUfaySN9RZnl2p7hCzyyEhcQ=&docid=C5PoIEywo_gN-M&sa=X&ei=7P3IUbD9AeXW0gHY-4H4Aw&ved=0CDIQ9QEwAg&dur=46
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Our Web site will be undergoing a major change 
later this year. Our long time Web Master for over 
15 years will be stepping down. We have a new 
Web Master that will be working behind the scenes 
copying and updating information.  Some added 
technology on usage of hand held devices & 
security safeguards will be added.  We will be using 
the same site name so members will not have 
difficulty signing in. 

The Legislators did not have many new laws 
approved this past session. The Timber Bonding 
and Transportation of Logs passed the House and 
Senate with very strong votes. Timber buyers must 
now be bonded and the transportation of logs must 
have documented information in the transport 
vehicle as the Iowa DNR and the Iowa DOT can 
now stop trucks and inquire where they came from. 
This will help reduce timber thefts and potential can 
help with diseased logs being shipped around the 
world. 

Our Lobbyist predicts that the “Timber Reserve 
Law” will be brought up again this coming spring 
and now is a good time to visit with your Senator 
and Representative to get to know them. 

I better get back to work! 
Russ Glime, President 
r.glime634@gmail.com 
 

YOUR IWOA MEMBERSHIP 
 
IWOA recently revised its membership categories. 
There are now several options for people.  They are 
as follows: 
 

 MEMBER--woodland owner (voting) $20 
 ASSOCIATE MEMBER--non-woodland owner 

(nonvoting) $20 
 CONTRIBUTING MEMBER--woodland owner 

(voting) $50 
 CONTRIBUTING ASSOCIATE MEMBER--

non-woodland owner (nonvoting) $50 
 FRIENDS OF IWOA-- (nonvoting) $100 
 IWOA FOREST STEWARD-- (nonvoting) $250 
All memberships are for the calendar year.  Our 
website has a Paypal option for those who wish to 
join electronically.  Thanks to all for your continued 
support of forestry and trees in Iowa! 

 
 

The IWOA Board 
 

Russ Glime, President 
r.glime634@gmail.com 

 

Phil McCune, Vice-president 
arcadiafarm2000@yahoo.com 

 

Craig Semler, Secretary 
clsemler@gmail.com 

 

Ed Kocal 
edkocal@yahoo.com 

 

Al Wagner 
wagneraj@netins.net  

 

Tim Meyer 
davisdeer@gmail.com 

 

Al Walter 
Waltera47@gmail.com 

 
Paul Millice—Past President 

pmillice@aol.com 

 

IWOA Support Staff 
Cathy Wilkie, Membership Secretary 

CAT_Wilkie@yahoo.com 
 

Sherri Sisson, Treasurer 
Sherri227th@gmail.com 

 

Steve Meyer—Timber Talk Editor 
gfdchief@netins.net 

 

Iowa Tree Farm Committee Officers 
 

Gretchen Cline, Chairman 

gretchencline@gmail.com 
 

Francis Main, Vice Chairman 

francismain34@gmail.com 
 

Lisa Louck, Secretary 

l.louck@yahoo.com 
 

Agnes Kenney, Treasurer 

kenneys@alpinecom.net 
 

The Iowa Tree farm system is affiliated with the American 
Tree Farm System and recognizes the efforts and 
accomplishments of individuals as related to their woodlands.  
If interested in becoming a Tree Farmer please contact your 
Iowa DNR District Forester for more information, help with 
creating a management plan, and filing an application to join. 

mailto:r.glime634@gmail.com
mailto:arcadiafarm2000@yahoo.com
mailto:clsemler@gmail.com
mailto:edkocal@yahoo.com
mailto:wagneraj@netins.net
mailto:davisdeer@gmail.com
mailto:Waltera47@gmail.com
mailto:pmillice@aol.com
mailto:CAT_Wilkie@yahoo.com
mailto:Sherri227th@gmail.com
mailto:gfdchief@netins.net
mailto:gretchencline@gmail.com
mailto:francismain34@gmail.com
mailto:l.louck@yahoo.com
mailto:kenneys@alpinecom.net
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IWOA BOARD MEMBER TIM MEYER 
GAINS SATISFACTION FROM 

WOODS AND TSI WORK 
 

By Steve Meyer, Timber Talk Editor 
 

“It’s neat to see after thirty years of TSI work, a 
nice beautiful straight oak tree that is there because 
of the things you’ve done. It’s very rewarding to see 
that you did something that made a tree grow nice 
and straight and healthy,” says IWOA Board 
member Tim Meyer. 

Meyer lives near Amana and owns 460 acres of 
land, 275 of which is timber, in Davis County near 
Lake Wapello. His father bought the first parcel of 
land there in the 1970’s. Since that time five more 
purchases of adjoining land have been made, the 
last 149 acres being a parcel owned by previous 
State Forester Norman Hansen. All of the forest 
land except 30 acres has had TSI (Timber Stand 
Improvement) work done on it and Meyer has had 
10 REAP projects on the land, going clear back to 
1989 when the REAP Act was passed. Meyer says 
the all of the timber he owns is Oak-Hickory 
dominant and a lot of the TSI work has been timber 
thinning to release the oak because the timber is 
overstocked. Meyer has also done plenty of tree 
planting and he has conducted two timber harvests, 
with more planned in the future.  

Meyer is adamant about the benefits of TSI work 
in timber land but notes that one of the difficulties 
he encounters is being 110 miles away from his 
timber land prevents him from staying on top of the 
work that needs to be done. His resolve has been to 
use the services of professional foresters to do the 
work, noting that this may be the best thing for 
inexperienced people to do. “Unless you’re a 
professional forester yourself, get professional help 
and advice , a professional forester can look at a 
bunch of trees and know right away what is the 
right thing to do, which trees can stay and which 
need to go,” said Meyer. He adds that he feels we 
are blessed with great State Foresters in Iowa. 
District 6 Forester Ray Lehn is one who he has 
worked with extensively.  “Tim has done a lot of 
the right things with the TSI work he has done on 
his land. TSI is a good investment of time and 
money,” says Lehn. Another forestry professional 
who has helped Meyer a lot is Bob Petrazelka of 
Geode Forestry. 

Meyer does a lot of deer hunting on his property 
and cuts a lot of firewood. Recently he purchased a 
sawmill so he could start processing some of his 
own trees into lumber. He is quick to note, however, 
that the major benefits of being a woodland owner 
and spending time in the woods are the therapeutic 
effects on one’s mental and physical wellbeing. 

Meyer was a financial advisor for 41 years 
before retiring four years ago. 

Timber owners wanting to do TSI work can 
receive a cost share of 75% but must first consult 
with their State Forester to develop a forest 
management plan. 

 

 
 

Tim Meyer 
 

NOTICE TO IOWA TREE FARM 
ASSOCIATION (ITF) MEMBERS 

 
If you see "ITF" on this newsletter's mailing 

label that means you are receiving Timber Talk 
because of a joint mailing effort between Iowa 
Woodland Owners Association and the Iowa Tree 
Farm committee. 

We would like for ITF members to consider two 
things: 
Become a full-fledged member of IWOA by filling 
out the membership form in this newsletter and 
mailing in a payment. By being a member of both 
organizations, it helps our coalition's lobbying 
efforts in Des Moines. 
Please consider signing up to receive Timber Talk 
via e-mail to save on mailing costs. To do so, email 
Membership Secretary, Cathy Wilkie, with your 
name, street address, and email address. Put in the 
subject line: "ITF member wants Timber Talk via 
email." Cathy's email address is 
cat_wilkie@yahoo.com 

mailto:cat_wilkie@yahoo.com
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WHAT’S THAT LOG WORTH? 

By Steve Meyer, Timber Talk Editor 
 

I had anticipated that the ongoing strained trade 
relations between the USA and China coupled with 
the influence of COVID-19 would have led to a 
downturn in the timber market but Gretchen Cline, 
Consulting Forester with Geode Forestry in 
Swedesburg, Iowa, a company that helps broker 
timber sales, says this is not the case. According to 
Gretchen recent sales they have brokered have had a 
lot of interest with prices very comparable to what 
we were seeing pre-COVID-19. Here’s what she 
reports for current prices. These are woods run 
values ( /Bd. Ft.) for standing timber. Woods run is 
the average run of logs of all sizes and grades as 
they come from the forest. Walnut--$2.00-$4.00; 
White Oak--$0.60-$0.80; Red Oak--$0.30; Bur 
Oak--$0.30-$0.70; Black Oak--$0.15; Hickory--
$0.15-$0.20; Black Cherry--$0.30; Sugar Maple--
$0.30-$0.35; Silver Maple--$0.25-$0.35; Ash--
$0.15-$0.20; Elm--$0.12; Basswood--$0.12; 
Sycamore--$0.12; Hackberry--$0.12; Cottonwood--
$0.10 
 

CLASSIFIEDS 
TIMBER TALK WANT ADS 

 

FOR SALE: Bumblebee chain saw lumber 
mill. Similar unit can be seen on YouTube - 
simply type in "Bumblebee saw mill".  More 
accurate than current Logosol models at 
less than 1/3 the cost. This one owner unit 

has been shedded since new and is 
located near Waterloo, Iowa. For more 
information call Greg Strayer Hudson, 
Iowa, 319-215-8090 
 

FOR SALE: Vintage tractor-mounted, belt 
driven buzz saw with blade and some belts-
-$150--Located in rural Grinnell--Call 
(641)990-6953 
 
IWOA members can place a free want ad in Timber 
Talk for tree/timber related items.  These want ads 
will be limited to business card size and must not be 
for commercial or business purposes. One should 
email your requested want ad to Steve Meyer 60 
days before the publish date.  We currently are 
publishing three times a year. April 1, Aug 1 and 
Dec 15th. Please note there are no guarantees on 
this free offer, if there is not space your request may 
have to wait for the next issue. Send want adds to 
the IWOA editor at gfdchief@netins.net. Please be 
sure to state IWOA WANT ADD in the subject line. 
 

IWOA WOODLAND OWNER OF THE YEAR 
 
In order to provide recognition for all of the great 

work and effort that our members put forth in 
maintaining their wooded areas we have decided  to 
provide a Walnut laser engraved plaque in the shape of 
the State of Iowa.  

This plaque will be provided the land owner that 
hosts our Fall Field Day/Annual meeting. 

Apply now.  The sooner we start planning the 
smoother this process will be for all. 

Email board member Ed Kocal   
edkocal@yahoo.com or Paul Millice pmillice@aol.com 
or if you don’t do email then Paul Millice 2254 Black 
Diamond Rd SW Iowa City IA 52240 
 

 
  

mailto:gfdchief@netins.net
mailto:edkocal@yahoo.com
mailto:pmillice@aol.com
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Timber Talk, August 2020 
Iowa Woodland Owners Association 
PO Box 334 
North Liberty, IA   52317-0334 
IWOA Website: www.iowawoodlandowners.org 
 

Timber Talk is a published  April 1, Aug. 1 and Dec. 15 
to serve members of the 
Iowa Woodland Owners Association and the  

Iowa Tree Farmer’s Association. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

    

IWOA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
MEMBERSHIP LEVELS—NOTE CHANGES 

 
Please check one 
O Member, $20/yr. 

Woodland Owner, Voting  
O Associate Member, $20/yr. 
       Non-woodland Owner, Non-Voting 
O Contributing Member, $50/yr. 
     Woodland Owner, Voting 
O  Contributing Associate  Member $50/yr 
       Non-Woodland Owner, Non-Voting   
O  Friends of IWOA   $100.00 
O  Forest Steward $250.00 + 
 
Member Information: 
First Name   
Last Name   
Address   
City_________________________ 
State   
Zip              Home Ph.    
Business or Cell Ph.    
E-mail:_________________________ 

 

Total Forest Acres Owned_________________ 
Acres in Forest Reserve ___________________ 
Which county Forest Reserves located? 
_________________ 
County that you vote in? ____________ 
Are you a Certified Tree Farmer?  YES--NO  
Are you a member of the Iowa Tree Farmers? YES--
NO 
Are you a member of the National Tree Farmers? 
YES--NO 
Have you taken a Master Woodland Manager 
(MWM) course? YES--NO  
Year completed MWM course_______________ 
Would you prefer to receive our newsletter via e-
mail?  YES--NO  
Would you like to join the IWOA list-serve?YES--
NO 
 

Note: we collect this information to better serve 

our members.  We do not share this information 

with any persons or organizations not affiliated 

with IWOA. 
 

SEND FORM AND CHECK PAYABLE TO 
IWOA MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY, P.O. Box 

334, NORTH LIBERTY, IA 52317 

PRSTD STD. 

U.S POSTAGE 

PAID 

Dyersville, IA 

Permit No. 28 


