
1 

 

 

IWOA SPRING FIELD DAY 

HELD MAY 30 
 

By Steve Meyer, Timber Talk Editor 
 

The IWOA spring field day was held on May 30 at 

the farm of Larry Wiley near Palo. There were 80 people 

in attendance. Wiley began his farm and timber 

management operation with 78 acres he purchased in 

1979. Now he has 275 acres, 125 acres of which is 

bottomland timber. Wiley says his original purchase had 

been heavily pastured and looked more like a golf course 

when he purchased it. He plants trees every year and he 

has concentrated his timber management efforts on 

restoring the ground to a mature upland Oak/Walnut 

timber. Wiley also has land that is in CRP and the 

Pollinator Program and has operated a firewood sales 

operation for 15 years. He was presented the IWOA 

2019 Woodland Owner of the Year award at the field 

day. 

 

 

 
 

Attendees at the IWOA Spring Field Day held at 

the Larry Wiley farm near Palo. 

 

 

 
 

IWOA President Paul Millice (right) presents 

Larry Wiley with the IWOA 2019 Woodland 

Owner of the Year award 
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Nate Young of the Iowa Flood 

Center gave a presentation on flood 

management in Iowa. He noted that 

Iowa has had flood problems 

throughout its history and that there 

have been over 1,000 flood disaster 

declarations in the state in the last 30 

years. Traditionally June has been the 

peak flood month in Iowa, but recent 

events have shown that flooding can 

occur any month of the year. Young 

says a lot of the flooding problems can be attributed to 

two things: the way we have changed our landscape and 

climate change. The primary goal of the Iowa Flood 

Center according to Young is to provide information to 

individuals about how to better manage their flood risks. 
 

In addition to touring his forest and CRP land, Larry 

Wiley also provided a tour of his firewood supply 

operation. Wiley sells around 20 chords of wood a year 

and practices ‘Chainsaw Therapy’, “Something that is 

good for muscles and good for the mind,” according to 

Wiley. He says that every cut he makes with a chainsaw 

is made for TSI (Timber Stand Improvement), either for 

removing a weed tree or a tree destined for removal for 

some other reason. 
 

 
 

Larry Wiley demonstrated his Split Second 

Splitter which operates off of a rack and pinion 

system rather than hydraulics. 
 

 
 

Larry Wiley’s ‘On your Honor’ fire wood sales 

outlet on his farm near Palo. 

 

 
 

Steve Hamilton of Steve Hamilton Forestry 

Consulting Services LLC explains the CRP 

plantings he has done on Larry Wiley’s property. 

 

 
 

Greg Harris, Iowa DNR Deer Management 

Depredation Biologist gave an explanation of deer 

management practices in Iowa and an update on 

deer depredation in Iowa. 
 

 
 

Dave Bartemes, Co-Chair of the Coalition for 

Iowa’s Woodlands and Trees gave an update on 

legislation relative to the Forest Reserve Act. 

 

Nate Young 
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Farley Iowa 

                                                      Sat Sep 07, 2019 

************************************************************************************************* 
8:30 to 09:30 am  Registration---Coffee and Doughnuts provided 

09:30 to 10:00 am  Welcome and Introductions: Paul Millice  

 History and Background:       Dale & Merjo Boevers 

10:00 to 12:00 am         Group ONE, Tour with multiple stops   

                                              NRCS Programs for trees growers, Prairie, Seed Trees, 

                                              Deer Damage/Control, Oak Regeneration, Edge Habitat Improvements, TSI,        

10:00 to 12:00 am Group TWO, Round Robin Learning Events  

                                               Ticks/ Mosquitoes: Brian Preston/Kimberly Grandinetti  

          CWD: Terry Hatfield 

          Non Traditional Real Estate: Brent Gross/Grant Olson      

                       Background/History of Trees in Iowa /Forest Reserve: Paul Millice 

  Technology for Forestry Trent Stuchel/Alex Hoffman/Olivia Raunen 

Noon to 1:00 pm Lunch: 

  IWOA Annual Meeting Intro New Officers/Awards/Meet and Greet Legislators/ 

                                       Forest Reserve Update/Membership/Door Prizes 

1:00 to 3:00 pm             Group ONE, Round Robin Learning Events 

1:00 to 3:00 pm             Group TWO, Farm Tour 

 

“BYOLC” (BRING YOUR OWN LAWN CHAIRS)  

 

Dale and Merjo Boevers Landowners/Hosts; Terry Haindfield Wildlife Iowa DNR (CWD); 

David Bridges District Forester Iowa DNR; Olivia Raunen Forester NWTF 

Brent Grosse/Grant Olson Whitetail Properties; Trent Stuchel/Alex Hoffman Iowa DNR 

Paul Millice, IWOA; Brian Preston Director Dubuque County Conservation 

Adam Janke/Traci Ott/Troy Heeren, ISU Extension; Dr William (Billy) Beck ISU Extension Forester 

Kimberly Grandinette Jackson County Dept Public Health 

 

Address: 26694 Farm Lane Farley, Iowa 52046 (Go clear to the end of the dead end) 

Directions: From Farley, get off Hwy 20 take N. Pleasant Rd south 3.34 mi to Farm Lane 

      From Cascade, turn North onto N. Cascade Rd, then 3.67 mi turn left onto McAllister Rd, then 

2.29 mi turn right onto Hartbecke Rd then .75 mi take first left onto East Pleasant Grove Rd them 1.45 

miles turn left onto Farm Lane go .7 miles to end of dead end 

 

Registration details: (Lunch will be provided by Landowners, free will donation suggested) 

 

Registration details: Advanced Registration would be helpful to ensure we have enough food for 

everyone, just leave a message with names/headcount on machine (319) 683-4133 
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2019 IOWA TREE FARMER 

OF THE YEAR 
 

By Lisa Louck, District Forester, Iowa DNR 
 

Congratulations to Bob and Deb Brown of 

Yarmouth, Iowa as 2019 Iowa Tree Farmer of the 

Year!! 

The Iowa Tree Farm Committee (and especially 

this District Forester) is excited to bring the Iowa 

Tree Farmer of the Year title back to beautiful SE 

Iowa, showcasing the White Oak Hills LLLP 

Family Tree Farm! Bob (Spook) Brown will be our 

main tour guide for our upcoming fall field day 

there, as he completes all the work throughout his 

tree farm.  The land has been in the family for over 

150 years, with Bob becoming the steward in 1990.  

The ground was pastured for many years prior and 

since acquiring Bob and family have converted over 

45 acres to hardwood plantings.  Beginning in 1993 

the Brown’s started using common spacing and 

seedling planting methods to plant walnuts, 

chestnuts and some mixed oak.  Since around 2000, 

Bob has embarked on annual direct seeding 

plantings, experimenting with spacing as close as 2” 

over the progression of many years, moving to 

mainly oak.  Bob will take us through the process 

from seed collection to thinning the plantings in 

later years, with all the work in between, and we 

will have the opportunity to see nearly 20 years of 

various stages of these plantings. Like others of you 

outstanding Tree Farmers, it will be enough to wear 

you out to hear all the work done annually--but 

wait, there’s more! 

Aside from Bob’s tireless reforestation efforts, 

he has worked on improvements on natural 

woodland areas, including invasive species control 

and Timber Stand Improvement.  Something very 

unique and worthy of highlighting is Bob’s long 

term, wide ranging record keeping of bloom times, 

seasonal changes, collection/planting dates, etc. that 

is both invaluable to the farm but also to the area 

and state of forest issues in general. I’m not sure 

Aldo Leopold thought his records, impressions and 

observations would be as far reaching as they are 

still today, but Bob’s extensive knowledge of his 

farm and the changes occurring represent the 

enormous wealth of knowledge that working with 

the land provides, and may be as important a legacy 

as the many acres improved under his care.   

Bob has been actively involved with Iowa 

Walnut Council and Iowa Woodland Owners 

Association in addition to the Iowa Tree Farmers 

Association.  Bob hosted a local field day in 2010 

and does a lot in his neighborhood and local area to 

promote tree planting and oak regeneration.  The 

farm has been under an active stewardship plan 

since 1998, with Bob completing all work sans cost 

share, so thankfully still inviting his district forester 

to visit even though it’s not required! The Brown 

family hunts and recreates on the ground, and are 

active managers in the tree farming activities.  Bob 

and Deb’s son Chris, his wife Stephanie and their 

family live next door and assist with many 

management activities, and enjoy the gorgeous view 

of the valley behind them every day, while their 

daughters Janet and Heather, their sons in law and 

other grandkids join in when visiting from out of 

state to involve the next generation in the 

improvement of the family ground. 

The White Oak Hills Tree Farm shares many of 

the same challenges, and we will cover some flood 

issue, and some disease and insect threats that the 

farm and others are facing. 

Please join us on October 29
th

, 2019 to celebrate 

the White Oak Hills Tree Farm as Iowa’s 2019 

Outstanding Tree Farmers of the Year, and the 

extensive work completed by Bob Brown and 

family!! 

 

 

 
 

Bob and Deb Brown, 2019 Iowa Tree 

Farmers of the Year from Yarmouth, Iowa 
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IOWA TREE FARMERS ASSOC. 

FALL FIELD DAY 

TO BE OCTOBER 29. 
 

The Iowa Tree Farmers Association fall field day 

will be held on October 29, 2019 9-3pm, with 

registration at 8:30. It will be held at the White Oak 

Hills Tree Farm operated by Bob and Deb Brown at 

82502 Golden Road Yarmouth, Iowa. More 

information and registration information will be 

coming soon. For any questions contact Lisa Louck 

at lisa.louck@dnr.iowa.gov. 

 

 

 

TOM BRADY: MAN OF MANY TREES 
 

By Steve Meyer, Timber Talk Editor 
 

When it comes to species diversity Tom Brady 

has everyone beat, having planted 274 different tree 

species on his Toad Valley Golf Course just east of 

the Iowa State Fairgrounds. Brady is a board 

member of the IWOA and has served in that 

capacity for six years. If you’re a reader of Timber 

Talk, you’ve probably read or at least seen his Non-

Native Tree of the Quarter column. His column has 

appeared in 48 successive issues and began in the 

fall of 1998. 

Brady began planting 

trees in 1973 when the 

golf course was opened. 

The golf course takes up 

half of the 260 acre farm 

which was later expanded 

to 420 acres. The golf 

course was a joint venture 

between Brady, his father 

and his brothers who 

realized the land, which 

was not very good crop 

ground, was more 

suitable for something 

else. They designed and 

built the golf course themselves.  The land was bare 

and did not have a single tree so they bought a tree 

spade and started planting trees. “Basically in the 

beginning we planted any tree I could find,” says 

Brady.  Then, starting in 1991, Brady planted 

thousands of native trees on the bare land as he 

converted it to a primarily walnut upland timber 

using a tree seed planter he built himself based on a 

design by Larry Krotz, who Brady describes as a 

friend and mentor. 

“Eventually I realized we needed more species 

diversity because trees we thought were hardy were 

dying,” Brady says, explaining his motivation to 

plant so many different trees. “I was also influenced 

by some trees in my youth like buckeyes, catalpa’s 

and fruit trees like apricot,” says Brady. 

The trees that Brady has planted come from 

everywhere in the northern hemisphere all the way 

around the world from several different sources. He 

has not planted any southern hemisphere trees. Not 

all of the 274 tree species he has planted survived; 

some succumb to Iowa winter. In the beginning he 

would buy 500 exotic trees per year. Now he 

purchases very few and instead concentrates on 

growing and grooming the trees he already has 

growing.  

Of all the trees he has planted, his most favorite 

and the ones he is most proud of is native species—

a prized American Chestnut and a Butternut tree. 
 
 

 
 

Tom Brady with his prized butternut tree. He 

has many prized trees, but this butternut right 

outside his kitchen window is his favorite. 

Tom Brady 

mailto:lisa.louck@dnr.iowa.gov
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NON NATIVE TREE OF THE QUARTER: 
Harbin or Ussurian Pear 

Yrus ussuriensis 
By Tom Brady IWOA board member 

 

This northeast China native reaches about 40' at 

maturity. (There is considerable disagreement over 

the mature height). Harbin Pear is slow growing at 

about one foot per year. The leaves are generally 

round to slightly egg shaped. They are dark lustrous 

green and finely bristle-toothed on the edge. The 

fall color is red to reddish purple. It has a generally 

round shape, and will keep its limbs to the ground 

unless trimmed. For this reason, and its little spur 

branches that are thorn-like, Harbin Pear can be 

used as a hedge row. Mature bark is medium brown, 

and the twigs are yellow-brown. The flower buds 

may have a pink cast before they open in May, but 

they are white when fully opened with five petals. 

The fruit looks like an apple 1 to 1 1/2" in diameter. 

They are pale yellow when ripe which requires a 

frost. They give away that they're pears by the 

grainy texture. Harbin Pear is the hardiest of all 

pears. It can be grown from zone 6 thru 3, which 

certainly covers all of Iowa. It's also resistant to 

frost bight. 

I bought 25 Harbin Pear in 2004. I neglected 

them in their youth so I have 6 trees still alive. The 

fruit size is highly variable from tree to tree. Five of 

them are still neglected. 

They are in a narrow 

area surrounded at least 

temporally by 

volunteer ash trees. The 

sixth tree is separated 

from the narrow area 

by about 15', and is the 

star of the bunch. It 

produces fewer but 

larger apple-shaped 

pears than the other trees, (the other trees look more 

like crab apples by comparison).Possibly because it 

produces fewer numbers, the fruit is larger than the 

advertised 1 to 1 1/2". Some are even as large as 2" 

in diameter. If I had it to do over again I would 

plant them all out in the open since they prefer full 

sun. I always eat 1 or 2 Harbin Pears every year. I'm 

guessing only I and the deer eat them at all. They're 

very crisp until that first frost. I think they're quite 

good then. In case you're wondering, there's no 

evidence that they've escaped cultivation, and 

become invasive. 

 
TIME FOR A SWITCH 

By Dave Bartemes 

Co-Chair of the Coalition for Iowa’s Woodlands and 

Trees 
 

By now everyone has made an appointment with his 

or her legislator to express opposition to Senate Bill 5 

(The bill to eliminate the Forest and Fruit Tree Reserve) 

and to support the need to re-establish the Forestry 

Bureau, along with your support for the DNR Tree 

Nursery, and the need for additional funding for forestry 

services provided by the DNR, plus another half-dozen 

forestry related issues that are of concern to every Iowa 

Woodland owner.  That’s true, isn’t it? 

If all of us are on track to greet our legislators on 

these important issues, then maybe we can bring up 

another topic of general interest.  For me, that subject is 

continued self-education regarding trees, tree 

management and tree enjoyment.   

Timber Talk, our thrice-published yearly newsletter 

is one way to do this.  Field trips are another.  A third 

way is to sit down and read a good book about trees and 

forestry.   

I’ve encountered two books recently that have 

provided me good information as well as several hours 

of enjoyment. 

The first book is Peter Wohlleben’s excellent work 

The Hidden Life of Trees. Mr. Wohlleben is a forester 

and scientist who spent more than 30 years studying 

trees and woodlands.  His conclusions and discoveries 

about how trees feel and communicate with one another 

and how they support one another in a near-family 

environment are fascinating and factually based.  

Information all of us can appreciate. 

The second book is Pawpaw  by Andrew Moore.  

This memoir of Mr. Moore’s search throughout the 

range of the American Pawpaw for the best possible 

variety of fruit is a delightful read that will give all of us 

a new appreciation for this fruit, the largest edible fruit 

native to the United States. 

Okay, I switched subjects. But, did you really make 

that appointment with your legislator?  If not, do it now, 

the perfect time is August when they have the time and 

are thinking about how they can get your vote. 

Ussurian Elm 
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WHEN IT RAINS, IT POURS 

ADDRESSING ISSUES WITH 

TOP HEAVY TREE GROWTH 
 

By Lisa Louck, District Forester, Iowa DNR 
 

This year was, like most years, fraught with 

challenges of growing trees.  On a wet year like 

this, we saw heavy amounts of Anthracnose 

(especially sycamore), a lot of fruit tree fungal 

issues, some drowning of trees, and even too much 

growth.  While normally you won’t catch most tree 

lovers complaining of too much growth, it can 

cause issues especially on very young trees. 

One thing our newsletter editor and some others 

are dealing with is young trees bowing over due to 

too much growth. I noticed this occurring mid-

spring on forest edges, where many trees are 

reaching for sunlight and bowed or curved form is 

common on that first row of trees and is not really 

the issue. But, later in the year (likely after second 

flush of growth that many trees add around June) I 

have seen some seedlings in open grown habitat 

being pulled down by heavy weight of fast growing 

crown. 

According to our state’s Urban Forester, the root 

to shoot ratio (the ratio of root mass to above 

ground growth) is off and caused by the excessive 

growth of wet spring. The issue of the above ground 

part growing too fast for the roots is a reason we 

generally don’t recommend fertilizer on young tree 

unless there is an identified need, so we don’t push 

the above ground growth too fast for the roots to 

support it.  

There are a couple things to try and also to 

consider when attempting to correct this issue of top 

heavy growth where it’s practical and possible. 

First, it is possible for the trees to recover 

themselves over the next year as root growth can 

catch up to the top growth during the dormant 

season with no action from us.  It is possible the 

lengthy top may die back some or even break and 

recover the next year with new growth, so if you 

have a lot of trees doing this, it may be best to wait 

and see next spring. Pruning may be needed at some 

point to choose a new leader (if part of top died 

back or broke off), cut off a dead top or otherwise 

clean up the tree.  Remember, if we are talking 

oaks, the pruning would wait until fall if you could 

not prune prior to March 15
th

 of that growing 

season. 

Another way to address the issue of the flush of 

growth and excess water for first two months of this 

growing season, with the taps then turned off in 

many parts of the state, is just keeping your tree 

watered according to young tree watering 

recommendations of weekly (7-10 days) in times of 

no rain.  This may help to improve the flaccid 

nature of stems right now that have little water to 

keep the turgidity up that helps support the cell 

walls. 
 

 
 

NRCS intern Casey Luke holds a sapling Oak 

with top-heavy growth away from other 

vegetation to see how bent this is 
 

For single trees (like the one pictured), a 

reduction in the crown/canopy of the tree may help 

to take weight off and allow tree to straighten up on 

own.  You could start by pruning on largest side 

limb, or the side of a double leader where weight is 

pulling tree down. 

Staking a tree is an option, especially for oaks 

that cannot be pruned during growing season, but 

trees should ideally only be staked for one growing 

season to not “train” tree to not provide its own 

stability. Tree staking should use a very flexible 

material like pantyhose, and be tied as low as 

possible to fencepost and at lowest point as needed 

on trunk/main stem to correct the angle some.  You 

do not need to correct to vertical, just lessen angle 

intermittently and move frequently to give the tree a 

push without doing all the work for it.   

If all else fails, pruning at ground level, or 

coppicing, is possible, but only as a last resort after 

other methods have been attempted and one 

growing season has passed.  Hopefully next year 

our rain will come in ½” increments weekly, and 

when you stop laughing you can go and check on 

your trees and this years (mostly) great growth! 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

1 Aug. 2019 State Forest Nursery begins 

accepting seedling orders 

7 Sep. 2019 IWOA Fall Field Day Farley IA 

29 Oct. 2019 Tree Farmer of the Year 

Field Day, Yarmouth, IA 

TBA March, 2020 Tree Day on the Hill 

1 April 2020 State Forest Nursery starts 

shipping seedling orders 

 
 

OHV SAFETY DEPENDS ON YOU 
 

By Ed Kocal—IWOA Board Member 
 

OHVs (Off Highway Vehicles) are a great tool 

for property owners.  Not only do they transport 

people about the land but also equipment and 

materials used by farmers; including tree farmers, 

ranchers, and people who recreate outdoors. They 

are truly the modern-day versions of horses and 

mules. 

There are two basic types of OHVs used 

commonly in Iowa: ATVs and UTVs.  ATVs have 

handlebars and a seat that you straddle and UTVs 

(also called Side by Sides) have a steering wheel 

and bench or bucket seats and usually a dump bed.  

They typically also have a ROPs (Rollover 

Protective Structure).  An average utility-type ATV 

weighs around 600 to 700 lbs. and UTVs are 

usually well over 1000 lbs. empty.  As you can 

imagine, this is a lot of weight that is capable of 

seriously injuring (or worse) the operator and or 

passenger if one of these machines rolls over with 

you on or in it.   

Here are some safety reminders for all of us: 

Read and follow the safety placards on the 

machines.  They are there for a reason. For 

example, when it says “NO PASSENGERS” it 

means it. Riding with a passenger on an ATV that is 

only designed for one person may not be a big issue 

if you are putting along slowly on level ground, but 

throw in sloped/uneven terrain or speed and this can 

quickly become a scenario for a bad accident. When 

you add the weight of a passenger it changes the 

handling and braking ability of the machine, 

particularly for ATVs. 

The ROPS on a UTV is only effective if you are 

using your seatbelt.  Rollover accidents usually 

cause injuries when the occupants are either thrown 

from the machine or their arms or legs fly out and 

get crushed.  Doors and protective nets should be 

fastened as well when underway.   

Be careful when pulling anything.  Your ATV 

may make quick work of pulling a 200 lb deer out 

of the woods, but pulling a medium size log out 

may be another story.  If you are pulling down a 

slope, that log may end up pushing you and your 

machine down the hill upsetting you and the 

machine and causing serious injury. Keep in mind, 

your machine’s towing capacity is for rolling loads 

only (such as a small trailer). 

Be extra careful in deep snow or icy conditions. 

Avoid snow depths of more than 12 inches.   Like 

any other vehicle, OHVs can get stuck! The 

scenario can get worse when we try to get them out. 

It is stressful to find yourself stuck by yourself 

away from the nearest road.  If your machine has a 

winch, follow the safe winching instructions that 

came with it and use it.  I once tried to power my 

way out of a low spot while stuck in the snow on 

my ATV.  Instead of taking the time to use my 

winch, I backed down the slope and gunned it going 

back up, only to slide slightly off course and 

unintentionally climb a sapling with my right front 

tire. The result was bad:  my 700 pound machine 

flipped back on top of me.  Luckily, I was able to 

keep my feet together while I fell on my back into 

the snow. In doing so I was able to fend off the 

machine as it came back on me.  My knees folded 

back into my chest.  Unfortunately, I had a can of 

tree- marking paint in my chest pocket and that was 

pushed into my ribs, breaking 3 of them.  My 

forestry helmet and face shield absorbed the impact 

of the handlebar end which came back in my face.  I 

was able to ride back to my vehicle and load out, 

feeling pain and feeling stupid.  Had it not been for 

the cushioning of the deep snow, this scenario could 

have been much worse. 

Wear protective clothing.  Long pants, a long- 

sleeved shirt, gloves, over the ankle boots, and 

goggles or glasses will protect you from a lot. 

Helmets are even better and are a must if you are 

recreational riding. 

If you are driving on a public roadway, which is 

legal in some counties (with restrictions), turn on 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://24.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_mcrv6vNv6W1qit2sxo1_r2_1280.png&imgrefurl=http://signifikat.tumblr.com/post/34713991917&h=444&w=1280&sz=26&tbnid=mNWGXuHrFRHrcM:&tbnh=42&tbnw=120&prev=/search?q=tree+branch+clip+art+free&tbm=isch&tbo=u&zoom=1&q=tree+branch+clip+art+free&usg=__VeiSUfaySN9RZnl2p7hCzyyEhcQ=&docid=C5PoIEywo_gN-M&sa=X&ei=7P3IUbD9AeXW0gHY-4H4Aw&ved=0CDIQ9QEwAg&dur=46
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your headlights to be sure other vehicles can see 

you.  They are usually not expecting to see an OHV. 

Become familiar with your machine before doing 

too much with it, and study the owner’s manual. 

You may be surprised what you learn! 

Take a safety course online or better yet one with 

seat time. 

Lastly, enjoy your OHV’s capabilities and the 

fun of riding.  You may even find it useful for 

finding things like shed deer antlers and 

mushrooms!   

Save a horse, ride an OHV. 

 

IWOA WOODLAND OWNER OF THE YEAR 
 

In order to provide recognition for all of the great 

work and effort that our members put forth in 

maintaining their wooded areas we have decided  to 

provide a Walnut laser engraved plaque in the shape of 

the State of Iowa.  

This plaque will be provided the land owner that 

hosts our Fall Field Day/Annual meeting. 

Apply now.  The sooner we start planning the 

smoother this process will be for all. 

Email board member Ed Kocal   

edkocal@yahoo.com or Paul Millice pmillice@aol.com 

or if you don’t do email then Paul Millice 2254 Black 

Diamond Rd SW Iowa City IA 52240 

 

PRESIDENTS COLUMN 
From IWOA President Paul Millice 

 

Where do I start? 

Let’s start with the Forest Reserve Act that we 

know is under attack by members of our current 

Iowa Legislature.  Not only must we remain 

vigilant, but we need to be proactive. We need to 

get out in front of these folks and help educate them 

of their ill-chosen path.  We suggest that every 

landowner make contact with their Legislators and 

invite them to visit your property to show/educate 

them as to the environmental advantages of the 

Forest Reserve.  If we can do this they will have a 

better understanding of the impacts that elimination 

of the Forest Reserve will have, as well as to be able 

to put a face on their vote. This being a nonelection 

year it will be less likely that we will run into our 

Legislators and thus even more important that we 

reach out to them. 

Iowa’s forested acres have gone from 6 million 

acres to 2.9 million acres and the 2008 to 2013 

Forest Inventory analyses showed a net loss of 

100,000 forested acres during that time. The Forest 

Reserve Act was enacted by the Legislature in 1906 

to hold poorer lands in timber not only as a source 

of farm income but also for erosion control, water 

shed protection and game cover.  

Communication is the key. It is extremely 

important that we have good addresses; email 

addresses as well a phone numbers for all of our 

members, because past experiences have shown that 

we may only get a 24-hour notice on Subcommittee 

votes 

INVITE, INVITE, INVITE! 

Don’t forget that we are always looking for 

landowners to host our Field Days. All you have to 

do is let us know you are interested. 

Lastly, I want to thank our membership and the 

rest of the Board for my opportunity to serve 

IWOA.  It has been a thrill and a real pleasure.  I 

have learned a lot and will continue to be an 

advocate for our Iowa woodlands and a member of 

IWOA.  

Paul Millice  Outgoing President 

 

 

 

YOUR IWOA MEMBERSHIP 
 

IWOA recently revised its membership categories. 

There are now several options for people.  They are 

as follows: 
 

 MEMBER--woodland owner (voting) $20 

 ASSOCIATE MEMBER--non-woodland owner 

(nonvoting) $20 

 CONTRIBUTING MEMBER--woodland owner 

(voting) $50 

 CONTRIBUTING ASSOCIATE MEMBER--

non-woodland owner (nonvoting) $50 

 FRIENDS OF IWOA-- (nonvoting) $100 

 IWOA FOREST STEWARD-- (nonvoting) $250 

All memberships are for the calendar year.  Our 

website has a Paypal option for those who wish to 

join electronically.  Thanks to all for your continued 

support of forestry and trees in Iowa! 

 

mailto:edkocal@yahoo.com
mailto:pmillice@aol.com
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BEN MCGREGOR 

2019 IWOA SCHOLARSHIP 

RECIPIENT 
 

Dear Iowa Woodland Owners Association: 
 

I would like to express my gratitude to Iowa 

Woodland Owners Association for awarding me 

with a scholarship that will give me opportunity to 

continue my education by reducing my cost of 

attending Iowa State. You are aiding me in realizing 

my dreams of becoming a forester and investing in 

an individual who realizes the importance of how 

woodlands, timbers and wildlife impact the world. I 

believe that my education will help me become a 

knowledgeable educator to young individuals and 

the public as a park naturalist. The importance of 

preserving, protecting and speaking up for the 

woodlands and wildlife is so important, now more 

than ever.  My goal is to be that voice and to help 

maintain and restore the beautiful woodlands in our 

state of Iowa.   

Also I do not have much work experience to add 

but I have been working for Des Moines Parks and 

Rec for 2 summers now. Below I have attached a 

picture with my award as well. 

Thank you again, Ben McGregor 

 

 
 

Ben McGregor 

GROWING AND HARVESTING 

VENEER LOGS 
 

By Steve Meyer, Timber Talk Editor 
 

Veneer logs are the cream of the crop—the best 

of the best—the logs that bring top dollar, with top 

quality walnut veneer logs sometimes bringing $10 

or more per board foot.  Wouldn’t it be nice to have 

a timber or wood lot full of those!  But what is a 

veneer log? And beyond that, how does a person 

grow trees that will one day turn into good quality 

veneer logs?  In the course of finding answers to 

those questions I had the privilege of interviewing 

Joel Niemeyer, a veneer buyer for M. Bohlke 

Veneer Corp. out of Fairfield Ohio and Ralph 

Livingston who manages close to 2,000 acres of 

timber scattered around Clayton, Allamakee, 

Dubuque, Delaware counties.  

Niemeyer gives the general description of a 

veneer log as 9 to 13 foot long, a minimum of 16 

inches in diameter on the stump at about chest 

height, four sides clear (no knots, limbs or defects) 

and of course, straight. He says he will consider a 

three sided log, but it depends on where the knot 

falls on the log. A three sided log is valued about 

half what a four sided log will bring. Growth rates 

also enter into the picture when it comes to grading 

a log for veneer, with 10 rings per inch considered 

to be optimum. Species normally sought for veneer 

are hardwoods, primarily walnut and white oak and 

occasionally cherry and maple. 

So where do we find good veneer logs? 

Niemeyer says the best veneer logs come from 

thickly wooded areas: “They are going to grow 

faster and straighter in the woods. If they’re out in a 

pasture or in the open they are going to throw out 

all those branches and not be as good,” Niemeyer 

says, noting that it’s difficult to grow veneer logs in 

areas that are hand planted.  He says that the further 

north you go in Iowa the better the wood for veneer, 

particularly walnut. 

“Every log is different, they each have their own 

finger print,” says Niemeyer, noting that when 

evaluating a log for veneer he like to look at it 

standing so he can get a look at all four sides and 

then on the ground so he can see what’s inside. “I 

look at the bark and that tells me a lot about what 

that tree is going to look like on the inside. If there 

is deep bark that tells me that’s a good timber tree. 
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Flatter bark tells me it’s more open grown. We also 

look at the tops of a tree to see if it’s healthy and 

growing and the bottom of the tree to see if there’s 

any scars on it like it been pastured. If a tree has 

other trees of different sizes growing around it that 

tells me it’s a healthy timber.  If there’s a lot of 

brush and thorns that tells me it’s been pastured or 

open grown.” 

Niemeyer says that logs always start gaining 

their value from 16 inches on up. He notes that in 

this day and age there are a lot of logs getting cut 

that are 15 inches and less, way too premature. The 

most Niemeyer has ever paid for a walnut log is 

close to $10,000 for an exceptional tree that was 

very large and produced three good logs. He 

encourages anyone who has a timber they think has 

veneer quality in to give him a call and have the 

trees evaluated. The minimum quantity he will look 

at depends on the quality of the wood.  If someone 

has a really-really good log, he will buy just one. 

Anyone who has logs they feel may make good 

veneer is welcome to call him at Niemeyer at 515-

290-4892. 

Timber and tree owners can do a lot to help trees 

grow into veneer logs. You, as a timber owner will 

probably not reap the financial benefit, but your 

heirs or successive generations of property owners 

will and the whole timber stand and ecosystem will 

reap the benefits of a well-maintained timber in the 

process. 

Ralph Livingston manages 2,000 acres of timber 

scattered around Clayton, Allamakee, Dubuque and 

Delaware counties. He has been involved in timber 

management since 1960 helping his father who 

started the timber management and logging business 

just after WWII. His advice on nurturing veneer 

logs is just plain good sound timber management 

principles—period, as he explains: “One of the 

biggest thing for growing quality walnut is you’ve 

got to have a nice tree to start with. I typically look 

for trees that grow in the heavy timber—long, tall 

and straight—and that all starts when the trees are 

small. When you get a lot of trees in a small area 

they force each other up—that’s where you get your 

length. Then then you start to cut out some of the 

undesirable trees around it so that tree can get its 

maximum sunlight and nourishment from the soil—

then it just takes time. Some of the bigger trees that 

we harvest are in the 100-180 year old range. The 

actual age of a tree doesn’t mean it’s the biggest—

you’ve got to look at how much nourishment its 

getting and where it is standing,” 

Livingston says that the most important thing for 

the first couple of years in a trees life is weed 

control. If you don’t control weeds they get top of 

the trees and choke them out. The other thing of 

course is deer control. Pruning is also important. In 

time the pruned limbs and knots will heal over. 

Nature’s way is that as a tree grows older the lower 

branches get shagged out and die and drop off. With 

pruning you speed the process up. You don’t want 

limbs to get to big before pruning—no larger than 2 

inches or the defect will always show. As far as 

planting trees is concerned, Livingston recommends 

direct seeding and planting them close together to 

encourage the tree top grow tall and straight. If trees 

don’t have competition they will branch out instead 

of reaching for the sky. 

So when is the right time to cut the tree? 

Livingston does a lot of selective harvesting “I try 

to let the trees grow as long as possible so you get 

the maximum yield. You’ve got to make the right 

decision. You’ve got to look at the markets and the 

age of the tree—is it starting to go the other way, 

where it starts to lose value—all those things you 

need to take into consideration.” He says that when 

the diameter of the log gets to 16 feet and the length 

gets to be in the 18-23 foot-range then you have a 

tree that’s worth good money.  “Smaller trees are 

still valuable, but it’s just how long do you want to 

wait?  The secret is time.  It’s not like corn that you 

harvest every year—a tree takes decades.” 

Livingston adds that the elements play a big 

factor into how a tree develops. Lightning strikes 

and windstorms can all damage a tree and devalue 

it. “It always amazes me when you walk through the 

woods and you find this perfect tree that’s 100-180 

years old. How did it make it through all of those 

storms unscathed?” 

Two excellent videos on making logs into veneer 

can be found at: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AdYDsIhy2VU 

and https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WkSXYndeurw 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AdYDsIhy2VU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WkSXYndeurw
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The IWOA Board 
 

Paul Millice, President 
pmillice@aol.com 

 

Phil McCune, Vice-president 
arcadiafarm2000@yahoo.com 

 

Ann Schneckloth 
ann@mfgraffix.com 

 

Ed Kocal 
edkocal@yahoo.com 

 

Allan Rathje 
alrathje9@gmail.com 

 

Al Wagner 
wagnera@netins.net  

 

Tom Brady 
treesrme8@gmail.com 

 

Tim Meyer 
davesdeer@gmail.com 

 

Russ Glime 
r.glime634@gmail.com 

 

IWOA Support Staff 
Cathy Wilkie, Membership Secretary 

CAT_Wilkie@yahoo.com 
 

Sherri Sisson, Treasurer 
Sherri227th@gmail.com 

 

Minutes of the June 26, 2019 Iowa 

Woodland Owners Association Meeting 
 

President Paul Millice called the meeting to order at 

10:00 a.m. at the Ronneburg Restaurant in Amana, Iowa. 

Present were Paul Millice, Tim Meyer, Russ Glime, Al 

Wagner, Ed Kocal and Phil McCune. 

Russ made a motion to accept the minutes of the last 

meeting, which was held May 30, 2019. Tim seconded 

the motion and they were approved. The financial report 

was given, stating that the total amount in our checking 

account is $13, 318.53. Ed Kocal made a motion that 

this be accepted and then Al Wagner seconded the 

motion that we accept this amount as true and accurate.  

The membership report was presented, noting an 

apparent decrease in the number of current members. 

There are presently 483 members. It was noted that 59 

members have failed to renew their IWOA membership. 

One suggested strategy to increase membership is to 

send out reminder cards as email reminders. This 

method may be incorporated via Kathy. Tim made the 

motion that this strategy be accepted and Russ seconded 

this motion. An additional reminder to renew 

membership could be placed in the December Newsletter 

stating it is time to renew your membership. Tim led a 

discussion about increasing organization membership, 

but as of this date nothing has been formalized. The use 

of business cards with the IWOA logo was highly touted 

as being very effective in calling attention to the 

worthwhile purpose of the organization. A goal was set 

by the Board to increase membership by 50 new 

memberships. Russ proposed this number be obtained by 

June 2020. Tim seconded the motion. Additional 

methods of increasing membership would be to contact 

Paul Tauke, who previously was the Chief of Forestry in 

Iowa. He may have ideas as to how to increase 

organization membership and methods to encourage 

people to get involved in our organization to preserve 

and enjoy Iowa's forested acres.  Regional state foresters 

should also be contacted, as they are knowledgeable 

about possible perspective members and interest in 

IWOA goals and mission for the future. 

We further discussed the White Paper written by Paul 

Tauke. Utilizing the informative material presented in 

the paper and member knowledge of forestry issues, we 

may attempt to have a discussion scheduled with 

Governor Reynolds. IWOA members would discuss 

with the Governor and interested State personnel the 

present condition and future of forests in Iowa. 

The nominating committee stated that the upcoming 

election will take place this Fall. At this time, there are 

four candidates to fill three positions on the Board. Russ 

Glime has volunteered to receive the ballots for 

verification purposes. 

Other issues discussed were the transfer of 

interpretive signs at the Iowa State Fair to perhaps an 

alternative venue, such as a state park or other nature 

viewing areas. The issue is tabled for now. The Spring 

Field Day at Larry Wiley's Farm was judged to be a 

great success. It was mentioned that one attendee felt 

handicap accessible parking designated area would have 

been beneficial. 

The next meeting will be Saturday September 7, 

2019, prior to the Fall Field Day. Al Wagner made the 

motion to adjourn. The meeting was adjourned at 11:55 

a.m. 

Minutes taken by Phillip McCune 

 

mailto:pmillice@aol.com
mailto:arcadiafarm2000@yahoo.com
mailto:edkocal@yahoo.com
mailto:alrathje9@gmail.com
mailto:wagnera@netins.net
mailto:treesrme8@gmail.com
mailto:davesdeer@gmail.com
mailto:r.glime634@gmail.com
mailto:CAT_Wilkie@yahoo.com
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IWOA WEBSITE UPDATED 
 

A special thanks to IWOA Board Member Russ 

Glime who has done marvelous work updating the 

IWOA website.  He now has many of the past 

Timber Talk newsletters along with minutes of past 

IWOA Board meetings. Go to the website 

iowawoodlandowners.org click on news and scroll 

down. 

Also on the website for Iowa DNR’s Bonded 

Timber Buyers: 

1.  Pull up IWOA resource page 

2. Click on Iowa DNR Forestry 

3. Click on Wood Industry/Logging (Left 

Column) 

4. Click on Bonded Timber Buyers list (center 

column) 

 
 

NEW MERCHANDISE ITEM! 
 
 

 
 

 

The IWOA will be selling both short sleeve and 

longsleeve t-shirts at the Spring Field Day.  The 

short sleeves are forest green with IWOA chest logo 

and sell for just $10.  The long sleeves are orange 

with IWOA chest logo and sell for just $12.  In 

addition, we will have a limited supply of our other 

merchandise including polos, caps, and signs.  

 

 

 
WHAT’S THAT LOG WORTH? 

By Steve Meyer, Timber Talk Editor 
 

Information for this report is provided by 

Gretchen Cline, Consulting Forester with Geode 

Forestry in Swedesburg, Iowa, a company that helps 

broker timber sales. Here are Cline’s comments 

about the market at this time: 

 

 Summer has seen an overall slump in 

hardwood markets but it doesn't seem to be 

affecting stumpage prices 

 Buyers are reporting that the uptick in 

China’s retaliatory tariffs on incoming 

hardwoods have had an impact 

 Red Oak prices are still in bad shape. This 

seems to be tied to the overseas markets as 

domestic demand has remained consistent 

 Black Walnut veneer and high grade lumber 

prices remain consistent but low grade 

lumber has dropped about $1.00/bd. ft. 

 White Oak prices are still good, especially 

the stave markets. 

 

Cline provides the following current standing 

timber prices: Walnut, $2.50 per board foot; White 

Oak, $.60 per board foot; Red Oak, $.25 per board 

foot; Black Oak, $.15 per board foot; Bur Oak, $.15 

per board foot; Pin Oak, $.10 per board foot; 

Shingle Oak, $.10 per board foot; Swamp White 

Oak, $.15 per board foot; Ash, $.25 per board foot;, 

Silver Maple, $.35 per board foot; Hard Maple, $.40 

per board foot; Black Cherry, $.18 per board foot 

(up $.05); Hickory, $.22 per board foot; Honey 

Locust, $.10 per board foot; Hackberry, $.10 per 

board foot; Sycamore, $.10 per board foot; 

Cottonwood, $.10 per board foot; Red Elm, $.15 per 

board foot; White Elm, $.10 per board foot and 

Basswood; $.10 per board foot.  

 

 

 



14 

 

Iowa Tree Farm Committee Officers 
 

Gretchen Cline, Chairman 

gretchencline@gmail.com 
 

Francis Main, Vice Chairman 

francismain34@gmail.com 
 

Lisa Louck, Secretary 

l.louck@yahoo.com 
 

Agnes Kenney, Treasurer 

kenneys@alpinecom.net 
 

The Iowa Tree farm system is affiliated with the American 
Tree Farm System and recognizes the efforts and 
accomplishments of individuals as related to their woodlands.  
If interested in becoming a Tree Farmer please contact your 
Iowa DNR District Forester for more information, help with 
creating a management plan, and filing an application to join. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTICE TO IOWA TREE FARM 

ASSOCIATION (ITF) MEMBERS 
 

If you see "ITF" on this newsletter's mailing 

label that means you are receiving Timber Talk 

because of a joint mailing effort between Iowa 

Woodland Owners Association and the Iowa Tree 

Farm committee. 

We would like for ITF members to consider two 

things: 
 

Become a full-fledged member of IWOA by filling 

out the membership form in this newsletter and 

mailing in a payment. By being a member of both 

organizations, it helps our coalition's lobbying 

efforts in Des Moines. 
 

Please consider signing up to receive Timber Talk 

via e-mail to save on mailing costs. To do so, email 

Membership Secretary, Cathy Wilkie, with your 

name, street address, and email address. Put in the 

subject line: "ITF member wants Timber Talk via 

email." Cathy's email address is 

cat_wilkie@yahoo.com 

 

 

CLASSIFIEDS 
TIMBER TALK WANT ADS 

 

At the June 2017 IWOA Board meeting it was 

agreed that IWOA members can place a free want 

ad in Timber Talk for tree/timber related items.  

These want ads will be limited to business card size 

and must not be for commercial or business 

purposes. One should email your requested want ad 

to Steve Meyer 60 days before the publish date.  We 

currently are publishing three times a year. April 1, 

Aug 1 and Dec 15th. Please note there are no 

guarantees on this free offer, if there is not space 

your request may have to wait for the next issue. 

Send want adds to the IWOA editor at 

gfdchief@netins.net. Please be sure to state IWOA 

WANT ADD in the subject line. 

 
 

TREE PLANTING 'HAS MIND-BLOWING 
POTENTIAL' TO TACKLE CLIMATE 

CRISIS 
 

By Damian Carrington, Guardian UK 05 July 19 
 

Editor’s Note: This interesting article was 

submitted by IWOA President Paul Millice 
 

Research shows a trillion trees could be planted to 

capture huge amount of carbon dioxide 
 

Planting billions of trees across the world is by far the 

biggest and cheapest way to tackle the climate crisis, 

according to scientists, who have made the first calculation of 

how many more trees could be planted without encroaching on 

crop land or urban areas. 

As trees grow, they absorb and store the carbon dioxide 

emissions that are driving global heating. New research 

estimates that a worldwide planting program could remove 

two-thirds of all the emissions that have been pumped into the 

atmosphere by human activities, a figure the scientists 

describe as “mind-blowing”. 

The analysis found there are 1.7bn hectares of treeless land 

on which 1.2tn native tree saplings would naturally grow. That 

area is about 11% of all land and equivalent to the size of the 

US and China combined. Tropical areas could have 100% tree 

cover, while others would be more sparsely covered, meaning 

that on average about half the area would be under tree 

canopy. 

The scientists specifically excluded all fields used to grow 

crops and urban areas from their analysis. But they did include 

mailto:gretchencline@gmail.com
mailto:francismain34@gmail.com
mailto:l.louck@yahoo.com
mailto:kenneys@alpinecom.net
mailto:cat_wilkie@yahoo.com
mailto:gfdchief@netins.net
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://24.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_mcrv6vNv6W1qit2sxo1_r2_1280.png&imgrefurl=http://signifikat.tumblr.com/post/34713991917&h=444&w=1280&sz=26&tbnid=mNWGXuHrFRHrcM:&tbnh=42&tbnw=120&prev=/search?q=tree+branch+clip+art+free&tbm=isch&tbo=u&zoom=1&q=tree+branch+clip+art+free&usg=__VeiSUfaySN9RZnl2p7hCzyyEhcQ=&docid=C5PoIEywo_gN-M&sa=X&ei=7P3IUbD9AeXW0gHY-4H4Aw&ved=0CDIQ9QEwAg&dur=46
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grazing land, on which the researchers say a few trees can also 

benefit sheep and cattle. 

“This new quantitative evaluation shows [forest] 

restoration isn’t just one of our climate change solutions, it is 

overwhelmingly the top one,” said Prof Tom Crowther at the 

Swiss university ETH Zürich, who led the research. “What 

blows my mind is the scale. I thought restoration would be in 

the top 10, but it is overwhelmingly more powerful than all of 

the other climate change solutions proposed.” 

Crowther emphasized that it remains vital to reverse the 

current trends of rising greenhouse gas emissions from fossil 

fuel burning and forest destruction, and bring them down to 

zero. He said this is needed to stop the climate crisis becoming 

even worse and because the forest restoration envisaged would 

take 50-100 years to have its full effect of removing 200bn 

tons of carbon. 

But tree planting is “a climate change solution that doesn’t 

require President Trump to immediately start believing in 

climate change, or scientists to come up with technological 

solutions to draw carbon dioxide out of the atmosphere”, 

Crowther said. “It is available now, it is the cheapest one 

possible and every one of us can get involved.” Individuals 

could make a tangible impact by growing trees themselves, 

donating to forest restoration organizations and avoiding 

irresponsible companies, he added. 

Other scientists agree that carbon will need to be removed 

from the atmosphere to avoid catastrophic climate impacts and 

have warned that technological solutions will not work on the 

vast scale needed. 

Jean-François Bastin, also at ETH Zürich, said action was 

urgently required: “Governments must now factor [tree 

restoration] into their national strategies.” 

Christiana Figueres, former UN climate chief and founder 

of the Global Optimism group, said: “Finally we have an 

authoritative assessment of how much land we can and should 

cover with trees without impinging on food production or 

living areas. This is hugely important blueprint for 

governments and private sector.” 

René Castro, assistant-director general at the UN Food and 

Agriculture Organization, said: “We now have definitive 

evidence of the potential land area for re-growing forests, 

where they could exist and how much carbon they could 

store.” 

The study, published in the journal Science, determines the 

potential for tree planting but does not address how a global 

tree planting program would be paid for and delivered. 

Crowther said: “The most effective projects are doing 

restoration for 30 US cents a tree. That means we could 

restore the 1tn trees for $300bn [£240bn], though obviously 

that means immense efficiency and effectiveness. But it is by 

far the cheapest solution that has ever been proposed.” He said 

financial incentives to land owners for tree planting are the 

only way he sees it happening, but he thinks $300bn would be 

within reach of a coalition of billionaire philanthropists and 

the public. 

Effective tree-planting could take place across the world, 

Crowther said: “The potential is literally everywhere – the 

entire globe. In terms of carbon capture, you get by far your 

biggest bang for your buck in the tropics [where canopy cover 

is 100%] but every one of us can get involved.” The world’s 

six biggest nations, Russia, Canada, China, the US, Brazil and 

Australia, contain half the potential restoration sites. 

Tree planting initiatives already exist, including the Bonn 

Challenge, backed by 48 nations, aimed at restoring 350m 

hectares of forest by 2030. But the study shows that many of 

these countries have committed to restore less than half the 

area that could support new forests. “This is a new opportunity 

for those countries to get it right,” said Crowther. “Personally, 

Brazil would be my dream hotspot to get it right – that would 

be spectacular.” 

The research is based on the measurement of the tree cover 

by hundreds of people in 80,000 high-resolution satellite 

images from Google Earth. Artificial intelligence computing 

then combined this data with 10 key soil, topography and 

climate factors to create a global map of where trees could 

grow. 

This showed that about two-thirds of all land – 8.7bn ha – 

could support forest, and that 5.5bn ha already has trees. Of 

the 3.2bn ha of treeless land, 1.5bn ha is used for growing 

food, leaving 1.7bn of potential forest land in areas that were 

previously degraded or sparsely vegetated. 

“This research is excellent,” said Joseph Poore, an 

environmental researcher at the Queen’s College, University 

of Oxford. “It presents an ambitious but essential vision for 

climate and biodiversity.” But he said many of the 

reforestation areas identified are currently grazed by livestock 

including, for example, large parts of Ireland. 

“Without freeing up the billions of hectares we use to 

produce meat and milk, this ambition is not realizable,” he 

said. Crowther said his work predicted just two to three trees 

per field for most pasture: “Restoring trees at [low] density is 

not mutually exclusive with grazing. In fact many studies 

suggest sheep and cattle do better if there are a few trees in the 

field.” 

Crowther also said the potential to grow trees alongside 

crops such as coffee, cocoa and berries – called agro-forestry – 

had not been included in the calculation of tree restoration 

potential, and neither had hedgerows: “Our estimate of 0.9bn 

hectares [of canopy cover] is reasonably conservative.” 

However, some scientists said the estimated amount of 

carbon that mass tree planting could suck from the air was too 

high. Prof Simon Lewis, at University College London, said 

the carbon already in the land before tree planting was not 

accounted for and that it takes hundreds of years to achieve 

maximum storage. He pointed to a scenario from the 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 1.5C report of 

57bn tons of carbon sequestered by new forests this century. 

Other scientists said avoiding monoculture plantation 

forests and respecting local and indigenous people were 

crucial to ensuring reforestation succeeds in cutting carbon 

and boosting wildlife. 

Earlier research by Crowther’s team calculated that there 

are currently about 3tn trees in the world, which is about half 

the number that existed before the rise of human civilization. 

“We still have a net loss of about 10bn trees a year,” Crowther 

said. 

 

 
 

  

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/dec/05/brutal-news-global-carbon-emissions-jump-to-all-time-high-in-2018
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/dec/05/brutal-news-global-carbon-emissions-jump-to-all-time-high-in-2018
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/apr/25/death-by-a-thousand-cuts-vast-expanse-rainforest-lost-in-2018
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/feb/01/silver-bullet-to-suck-co2-from-air-and-halt-climate-change-ruled-out
http://globaloptimism.com/
https://science.sciencemag.org/cgi/doi/10.1126/science.aax0848
http://www.bonnchallenge.org/content/challenge
http://www.bonnchallenge.org/content/challenge
https://science.sciencemag.org/cgi/doi/10.1126/science.aax9539
https://science.sciencemag.org/cgi/doi/10.1126/science.aax9539
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/sep/02/scientists-reveal-there-are-3tn-trees-in-world-new-count
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IWOA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
MEMBERSHIP LEVELS—NOTE CHANGES 

 

Please check one 
O Member, $20/yr. 

Woodland Owner, Voting  

O Associate Member, $20/yr. 

       Non-woodland Owner, Non-Voting 

O Contributing Member, $50/yr. 

     Woodland Owner, Voting 

O  Contributing Associate  Member $50/yr 

       Non-Woodland Owner, Non-Voting   

O  Friends of IWOA   $100.00 

O  Forest Steward $250.00 + 
 

Member Information: 

First Name   

Last Name   

Address   

City_________________________ 

State   

Zip              Home Ph.    

Business or Cell Ph.    

E-mail:_________________________ 
 

Total Forest Acres Owned_________________ 
Acres in Forest Reserve ___________________ 

Which county Forest Reserves located? 

_________________ 

County that you vote in? ____________ 

Are you a Certified Tree Farmer?  YES--NO  
Are you a member of the Iowa Tree Farmers? YES--
NO 

Are you a member of the National Tree Farmers? 

YES--NO 
Have you taken a Master Woodland Manager 
(MWM) course? YES--NO  
Year completed MWM course_______________ 
Would you prefer to receive our newsletter via e-
mail?  YES--NO  
Would you like to join the IWOA list-serve?YES--
NO 
 

Note: we collect this information to better serve 

our members.  We do not share this information 

with any persons or organizations not affiliated 

with IWOA. 
 

SEND FORM AND CHECK PAYABLE TO 

IWOA MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY, P.O. Box 

334, NORTH LIBERTY, IA 52317 
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