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EQIP FUNDING WIDELY 

AVAILABLE FOR FORESTRY 

ENHANCEMENTS; 
New practice added for 2019: Forest Trails and Landings 

 

By Joe Herring, DNR District Forester 
 

Iowa Woodland and forest landowners who are 

looking for financial help to implement forest 

management practices have no shortage of options. As 

always, the local REAP Forestry and Native Grasses 

fund available through your local Soil and Water 

Conservation District office offers rebates on short-

term projects related to Forest Stand Improvement, 

Tree Planting, Direct Seeding, Livestock Exclusion, 

and more. These projects must be completed within 

one year and must meet minimum acreage 

requirements. A written Forest Management Plan is 

required. 

For larger forestry projects requiring longer time 

frames or more extensive work, EQIP is an excellent 

option for cost-sharing. EQIP offers many similar 

practice options as REAP but with a larger menu of 

practices to choose from (see below). 

For instance, one new Forestry practice added just 

this year is Forest Trails and Landings (655). The 

purpose of this practice is to provide better access for 

people or equipment to conduct forest management 

activities or for periodic removal of forest products. 

Forest trails must be sustainable and not contribute to 

erosion or sedimentation issues on steep terrain or 

when intersecting creeks. Landowners can install 

water bars on steep slopes, conduct grading and 

shaping to address or prevent rutting or erosion, 

broadcast seed to protect the soil surface, and/or 

restore old log landings/decking areas to address ruts 

and erosion. I am very excited to see this option added 

for Iowa landowners because in order to effectively 

monitor and manage your woods, you need to have 

good access. 

Other popular EQIP Forestry practices available 

include: Brush Management (314) for controlling 

woody invasive species, Forest Stand Improvement 

(666) for selective thinning in overcrowded stands, 

Prescribed Burning (338), Burn Plan Development 

(112), and Firebreak Installation (394) for oak 

woodland restoration, Tree & Shrub Planting and 

Direct Seeding (612), Forest Site Preparation (490), 

Herbaceous Weed Treatment (315), Stream Crossing 

(578), Access Road (560), and Structures for Wildlife 

(649). 

All EQIP applicants need an approved Forest 

Management Plan. Call your DNR District Forester or 

visit the local NRCS office to inquire about applying 

for EQIP or REAP, current cost-share rates, or to get 

on the list for a new or updated Forest Management 

Plan. 
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Palo Iowa  

                                             Thursday May 30th, 2019 

******************************************************************************************************

********** 
 

9:00 to 09:30 am  Registration---Coffee and Doughnuts provided 

 

09:30 to 09:45 am  Welcome and Introductions     (IWOA) 

 

09:45 to 10:15 am            Recent Flooding History along the Cedar                  Nate Young Iowa Flood Center 

 

10:20 to 11:15 am Forest Stand Improvement        David Bridges Iowa DNR 

                                                                                              Larry Wiley Landowner 

11:30 to Noon Pollinator Habitat/CRP              Steve Hamilton Private Contractor 

                                                    John Bruene Linn County NRCS 

 

Noon to 1:00 pm  Lunch/Updates/Meet and Greet with Legislators/Door Prizes 

 

1:00 pm to 3:30 pm Deer Management/CWD           Greg Harris Iowa DNR 

                                           Seedling Plantings                     Larry Wiley Landowner 

                                                                                              Mark Vitosh Iowa DNR 

                                           Firewood Operations                 Larry Wiley Landowner 

 

Presenters: Larry Wiley, Landowner; Mark Vitosh, Iowa DNR; David Bridges, Iowa DNR, Nate Young, 

Associate Director Iowa Flood Center; Steve Hamilton, Forestry Consulting Services LLC; John 

Bruene, Linn County NRCS; Greg Harris, Iowa DNR;Paul Millice, IWOA; Adam Janke/Traci 

Ott/Troy Heeren, ISU Extension 

 

Address: 4370 Comp Road Palo, Iowa 52324 

 

Directions from Palo: From the 4-way stop on the north edge of Palo (convenience store and nursery) Go one 

mile north, turn right on Comp Road.  Continue east to parking.  If coming from the north take the Center 

Point exit off Interstate 380.  Follow Lewis Access Road west and it will wind south and change to Palo Marsh 

Road.  Coming to Comp road in approximately 9 miles.  Turn left on Comp Road and continue east to parking. 

 

Registration details: $15 for IWOA members, $12 for IWOA Spouse/Family/Students, $16 for non-members. 

Send payment to: IWOA C/O Paul Millice 2254 Black Diamond Rd SW Iowa City Iowa 52240 ` 

Registration details: Advanced Registration is required, as lunch will be provided.  RSVP by May 24
th
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WHITE OAK MORTALITY 

IN EASTERN & SE IA 
 

By Mark Vitosh, District Forester, Iowa DNR 
 

Since approximately 2011 private landowners 

and forestry professionals have started to observe 

large established healthy looking white oaks in 

woodland habitats declining in health and dying in 

significant numbers fairly rapidly over a 1 to 3-year 

period in southeast and eastern IA. In the same time 

frame similar white oak mortality was being 

reported in parts of Missouri. A summary of 

research done in Missouri on this topic so far can be 

found at 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/treesearch/pubs/53780.  

Sometime around 2011 the folks with Amana 

Forestry contacted me about a few large white oaks 

in lower slopes that declined in health in some of 

their Iowa County woodland holdings.  At that time 

since these white oaks were at the base of lower 

slopes we thought the decline could have been 

related to some unusual wet periods during the last 

few years.   Within a few years the white oak tree 

mortality in this particular area began to move up 

the slopes into upland areas. Since that time there 

have been significant numbers of large white oak 

that have died in the Amana Forest Areas, and the 

decline is significant enough that the majority of 

white oak harvesting in the last few years has been 

focused on salvage cutting of dead and declining 

white oaks.  Around 2014 I had similar white oak 

decline reports in a portion of Benton County, and 

other District Foresters reported similar issues in 

southeast Iowa.  It should be noted that the reports 

of loss were all of generally healthy looking well 

established or mature white oak.  There have been 

no reports of white oak loss of young established 

trees in tree plantations.  
 

Symptoms and decline process: In the first year 

the tree crowns (starting at the top) begin to look 

thin and sometimes with off-color yellowing 

leaves, and then sometime in either year 2 or 3 

the tops show leaf browning in the late summer 

and eventually the tree dies.  Once the trees 

begin to show the browning leaf symptoms they 

die fairly quickly.  In some cases, many of the 

leaves fall off and in other cases some brown 

leaves stay attached.   

 

Pathogens and Insects Present: Common white 

oak health issues such as the insect two-lined 

chestnut borer and the root disease Armillaria 

root rot have been found on some of these 

declining and dying white oak in Iowa but there 

has been no consistent cause of death currently 

found. The fungus that causes the disease oak 

wilt has currently not been found on specific 

declining or dying white oak trees evaluated.  
 

What are the current Management Options? 
Currently the only available management tool is 

immediate salvage harvesting of declining and 

dead merchantable white oaks. Any harvesting 

should be done under the guidance of a Forest 

Management Plan.   Also, forest management 

activities that promote a more diverse tree 

species mix can hopefully reduce future impacts 

of potential white oak loss. It is important to 

walk your woods and monitor for tree decline 

and to work with your Iowa DNR District 

Forester to develop a long-term Forest 

Management Plan.  It is important to note that 

this white oak decline has not been reported in 

all parts of the state, and the purpose of this 

article is to make you aware of this potential 

issue so you can monitor the health of the white 

oak in your woodlands.   More research is 

needed to attempt to identify any specific causes 

of this white oak loss.  

District Forester #12, Mark Vitosh, Iowa City 

mark.vitosh@dnr.iowa.gov 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Tri States Forestry Conference postponed until next 

year 
April 1

st  
 DNR State Forest Nursery Starts shipping 

seedlings 

May 30    IWOA Spring Field Day See enclosed flyer 

TBA Iowa Walnut Council Spring Field Day 

July 28-31 National Nut Growers Association 

National in Iowa City 

Aug 1
st
  State Forest Nursery taking new orders 

TBA  Tree Farmer of the Year 

TBA  Iowa Walnut Council Fall Field Day 

TBA  IWOA Fall Field Day Farley area 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://24.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_mcrv6vNv6W1qit2sxo1_r2_1280.png&imgrefurl=http://signifikat.tumblr.com/post/34713991917&h=444&w=1280&sz=26&tbnid=mNWGXuHrFRHrcM:&tbnh=42&tbnw=120&prev=/search?q=tree+branch+clip+art+free&tbm=isch&tbo=u&zoom=1&q=tree+branch+clip+art+free&usg=__VeiSUfaySN9RZnl2p7hCzyyEhcQ=&docid=C5PoIEywo_gN-M&sa=X&ei=7P3IUbD9AeXW0gHY-4H4Aw&ved=0CDIQ9QEwAg&dur=46
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COST SHARE-WHAT HAS IT DONE 

FOR YOU LATELY? 
 

By Lisa Louck, District Forester, Iowa DNR 
 

I have the wonderful opportunity to work with so 

many woodland owners in my corner of the state, 

and as I’m sure many foresters will tell you, our 

walk through the woods with those of you that are 

actively getting management done out there is some 

of the best days we get.  Even if you don’t do large 

projects at a time, many of you are working in many 

different ways in your woods.  So my question is: If 

you are going to do the work, why not take 

advantage of the cost share programs meant to be 

used by you?  And for those of you that have used 

cost share in the past, have you looked into all the 

programs available recently? 

With all cost share the most important thing is 

you have an idea of a project that you want done 

using forestry cost share and forester agrees it 

would benefit the woodland resource.  The rest is 

really for us and our partners at the NRCS/SWCD 

(Natural Resource Conservation Service/Soil and 

Water Conservation District) to work out and 

present you with any options.  There are many 

different parameters to the different programs, with 

some available year round with acre minimums 

(like the state cost share REAP) and others with no 

minimum acres but are only available for statewide 

ranking system on annual or bi-annual basis (like 

the federal EQIP program).  Most programs are 

reimbursement for work completed, not an annual 

payment like the CRP set aside acres.  Most all 

programs aim to pay a percentage of total average 

cost (based on averages in past years), with the 

main forestry programs offering from 50-75% of 

total average cost to complete project.  All 

programs have maintenance agreement with cost 

share with varying lengths of 1, 10, 20 years, where 

the landowner agrees to maintain the practice (brush 

removal, tree planting) for that specified length of 

time.   

Cost share has been available in the state through 

many different programs for many years, and you 

may be familiar with the widely used cost share 

through our state funded REAP, with appropriations 

made annually from the legislature.  REAP 

(Resource Enhancement and Protection) is unique 

to our state and we the citizens have a voice through 

annual REAP listening sessions held throughout the 

state every year.  In our woods, REAP money has 

been used mainly for Timber Stand Improvement, 

or TSI, to complete things like crop tree release and 

weed tree removal with a five-acre minimum 

project area.  There is a separate REAP practice for 

Site Prep for Natural Regeneration, which usually 

entails killing many more stems per acre than crop 

tree/weed tree practices.  REAP has also been used 

heavily for tree plantings both in open fields and the 

woodlands, and has a three-acre minimum to apply 

for the funding.  
What is newer to cost share is the wide range 

available through the ever expanding federal EQIP 

(Environmental Quality Incentives Program) program.  

This program has morphed from former similar 

programs, but has significantly increased the amount 

and variety of programs available.  One aspect of this 

program specifically addressed invasive species under 

the brush management practice heading, with options 

for lighter hand removal and heavier machine 

removal.  Practices like edge feathering, numerous 

planting options (potted, bare root, seed), Rx burning, 

and site prep for natural regeneration have competitive 

rates with actual cost to get these projects done.  

Unlike the REAP program, EQIP has no acre 

minimums but you are ranked statewide with other 

projects.  The ranking is based on priority areas, 

projects, timber types, etc. but has funded many of the 

forestry applications to date.   

With all these programs, you can complete the 

work yourself, hire it done, or even a combination of 

both.  You cannot begin work or accrue bills until 

after cost share has been approved, you will be 

informed with letter or asked to sign a final contract.  

The work has to be completed before the landowner is 

reimbursed, usually within 4-8 weeks of turning in 

bills.  EQIP allows for 2 years to complete entire 

project but some work should be completed in first 12 

months, and REAP is just a 12 month cycle between 

signing up and completing project. 

Even a forester would be remiss to not mention 

the wide variety of non-timber and tree related cost 

share, everything from EQIP monarch habitat, DNR 

prairie partners seed cost share, to NRCS’s wide 

range of conservation practices.  Again, you might 

not know what cost share program you want to use, 

and you don’t have to.  You just need to contact us 

to have a conversation with your local forester or 

NRCS staff to lay out your goals and priorities, and 

let us help you with the rest.   



5 

 

FROM FOREST TO FAMILY ROOM 
 

By Ed Kocal—IWOA Board Member 
 

 
 

Once upon a warm July day in 2007, there lived 

a large, old white oak tree.  It also happened to be in 

my backyard along with some other similar-aged 

white oaks, all on a south facing slope.  It was one 

of the largest and straightest of the 18 or so on my 

acre homestead. I always admired it. 

Unfortunately things changed that evening.  

While I was away in town having dinner, a severe 

thunderstorm with heavy rain and damaging winds 

rolled through the area just before dark. We had to 

shelter in place at the eating establishment.  The 

rain sound was deafening on the roof of the building 

as it blew almost horizontally in sheets. After the 

storm passed, I drove home not thinking too much 

more about it.  That is until the next morning when I 

walked out my back door and almost choked on my 

coffee. There lay the magnificent oak, along with 

another, on the ground. Both were broken 

completely off some distance above the ground by 

the high winds. Luckily, there was no damage to the 

house (this time).   

Upon further examination I found one oak had a 

rotted, hollow trunk inside.  No surprise that it 

toppled in the storm.  However, the larger, straight 

one had a sound trunk. Evidently the weight of the 

well exposed crown was just too much for the 

strong winds.  It was sad to see the tree go for it was 

a monarch and also provided morning shade to my 

home.   

So I went to work with the chainsaw, cutting up 

the tree which provided several years’ worth of 

firewood.  Since the trunk was 40 inches in 

diameter at the butt I decided it would make a nice 

table top someday.  I recruited a friend who had a 

large chainsaw with a long bar. We were able to 

slice a 5-inch thick slab from the base.  I let the slab 

air dry in my garage for five years.  (At the time I 

was not aware of the recommended drying rate of 

an inch per year for green lumber. I was just too 

busy to get to it for several years!) 

I was able to get the saw marks out of the slab 

with a belt sander and several 60 grit belts.  

Although I wanted a live edge (bark still attached), 

the bark began to fall off as I handled the slab so I 

ended up having to remove it all. I sanded more 

with an orbital sander and medium grit paper until I 

finally got it smooth. In the meantime, I cut several 

small log size pieces of red oak for the table legs. 

They were about four inches in diameter and had 

fairly smooth bark which stayed clinging to the 

wood.  After air drying for a few years, I cut them 

to length and sealed the bark with a polyurethane 

varnish.  

To attach the four legs to the bottom of the slab, 

I used a long half inch diameter spade bit, drilling 

completely through the slab at a slight angle and 

also straight into the ends of the four legs to a depth 

of 5 inches or so.  I then used four-10-inch long by 

5/8 inch diameter lag bolts and cinched them solid 

with a large ratchet.  Since the slab weighed around 

150 pounds, I added coasters to the legs. 

Looking at the growth rings with a magnifying 

glass, I counted 142 of them. I then verified the 

trees age by picking out some historically wet years, 

indicated by wider rings and drought years 

indicated by narrow rings. In doing so I was able to 

accurately locate specific years and correlate 

famous events in history.  I marked some of these 

famous events by pounding brass nails into some of 

the rings and labeled each one accordingly. 

Lastly, I purchased 64 ounces of 2-part epoxy 

and with the help of my wife, carefully sealed the 

slab top and sides. This had to be done exactly 

according to the directions on the box to ensure a 

clear, hard and bubble free surface. It turned out 

well!  The slab now serves as a coffee table in our 

family room and is quite the conversation piece. 
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THE TREE KNOWS WHERE IT’S 

SUPPOSED TO GROW 
 

By Lee Goldsmith 

Nursery Manager 

Iowa Department of Natural Resources 
 

“The tree knows where it’s supposed to grow.” 

My colleague’s subtle wit and practicality always 

amused me. She was helping a customer understand 

how deep to plant a tree, implying that you should 

plant it as deep as its first lateral roots. Trees, in 

fact, do know where ground meets free air, and 

make roots and shoots accordingly. They know a 

great deal more too. 

Trees can react to herbivory by producing bad-

tasting or toxic compounds or move and grow 

towards or away from a light source. Trees even 

pass along information, so to speak, to their 

progeny. 

This is why local seed source is so valuable. 

Each tree records information in the seeds it 

produces about the environment where it grows. For 

example, a redbud from Minnesota might produce 

progeny equipped to tolerate cold temperatures and 

long winters, while a tree of that same species 

growing in Missouri knows a milder climate, and 

may produce offspring better equipped to take 

advantage of a longer growing season. In this way, 

seed source is part of the right plant - right place 

equation. 

This is one of the reasons why I love growing 

and providing seedlings at the State Forest Nursery 

in Ames. We collect and bring in locally-sourced 

seed from throughout the state, so the trees can 

thrive in our dynamic Iowa climate. Furthermore, 

these hardy Iowa seedlings are “open pollinated,” 

ensuring genetically diverse seedlings, unlike clonal 

stock. This diversity is intended to maintain and 

restore resistance and resilience to our forests and 

woodlands. 

 

 

DEER ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

MEETING REPORT 
Feb 20, 2019 

 

From Chuck Semler 

IWOA Deer Representative 
 

The deer advisory committee met on a snowy 

cold February day. The meeting was delayed to the 

PM hoping the DOT might get the roads cleared so 

people could get to Des Moines. Turnout was pretty 

good but a little less than in the past. Most groups 

were represented including insurance, wildlife, Ag, 

IWOA and several departments of the DNR. 

Tyler Harms, a wildlife biometrician with the 

DNR, gave the presentation. The goal of the DNR is 

to maintain a balance with hunting, viewing, 

economy, tourism and food (HUSH) on the positive 

side with concerns for deer health, ag damage, 

property damage, environmental impact and human 

impact.  After having a peak deer population in the 

mid nineties changes were made to reduce the herd. 

A steady state was reached in 2014. The DNR has 

determined that a harvest between 100,000 and 

120,000 deer per year maintains that relative 

constant population. Last year the harvest was 

108,000. 

Hunters harvested a little over 2,000 more deer 

last year than in the previous year in spite of a drop 

of 9% harvest in the first shotgun season due to bad 

weather. Most of this was made up in the second 

shotgun season with a 17% increase. Increases were 

noticed in both muzzleloader seasons, youth, special 

hunts (urban) and depredation tags. 

For 2019 proposed changes include increased 

quotas in 19 counties which are primarily in NE 

Iowa and south central Iowa. There will be 

decreases in 4 counties: Bremer, Woodbury, Mills 

and Fremont. 

The final subject is that of CWD (chronic 

wasting disease or chronic wasting 

encephalopathy). A few cases were identified in NE 

Iowa and in Wayne county in south central Iowa. 

Increased tags continue to be issued in these areas 

in an attempt to reduce the size of the herd which 

reduces the likelihood of spread of the disease. The 

DNR is working hard to stay on top of this issue so 

we don’t have a problem like Wisconsin where they 

have some areas where 40% of the herd is infected. 

That would put a damper on license sales especially 
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non-resident tags. With funding having been 

reduced to the DNR by the legislature in the last 

couple of years hunting licenses are an important 

source of income for the department. Screening for 

CWD costs about $25 per deer which adds up 

quickly. I would think most hunters would be happy 

to pay that fee to know that their deer is not 

infected. It would, also, screen the herd more 

completely for disease. The test must currently be 

ordered by a DVM.  

 

IWOA WOODLAND OWNER OF THE YEAR 
 

In order to provide recognition for all of the great 

work and effort that our members put forth in 

maintaining their wooded areas we have decided  to 

provide a Walnut laser engraved plaque in the shape of 

the State of Iowa.  

This plaque will be provided the land owner that 

hosts our Fall Field Day/Annual meeting. 

Apply now.  The sooner we start planning the 

smoother this process will be for all. 

Email board member Ed Kocal   

edkocal@yahoo.com or Paul Millice pmillice@aol.com 

or if you don’t do email then Paul Millice 2254 Black 

Diamond Rd SW Iowa City IA 52240 

 

NON NATIVE TREE OF THE 

QUARTER: 

Sargent Cherry Prunus sargentii 
 

By Tom Brady IWOA board member 
 

Sargent Cherry is a native of Northern Japan, 

Korea, and a Russian island north of Japan. It grows 

to 50' in its natural habitat, and perhaps 35' in 

cultivation. It is generally vase shaped and will have 

multiple leaders unless pruned, which is 

recommended to expose its beautiful bark. The 

leaves are typically oval in shape and are 3 to 5" 

long by 1/2 as wide, and have a sharp toothed edge. 

They open bronze to purple and are dark green 

throughout the summer. In the fall they turn brilliant 

shades of orange to red. The bark is a beautiful 

polished red to chestnut brown, marked by lenticels. 

The 1 to 1.5" pink flowers open before the leaves, 

typically in April of early May. The fruit is a purple 

to black 1/3" oval cherry maturing in June or July. 

They are inconspicuous due to their size and color, 

but the birds love them. Sargent Cherry grows at a 

moderate rate of 1 to 2' per year. It is hardy in zones 

4 to 7, and therefore in all of Iowa. This tree is 

arguably the best cherry for street planting because 

of its moderate size, beautiful blooms, beautiful 

bark, good fall color, and additionally, It's 

resistance to most diseases and pests that plague 

cherry’s. It is tolerant of most soils. It prefers full 

sun, but will accept moderate shade.  

I bought 10 trees in 2000, and have 4 left alive. 

Three of them are in a no-mow area, and have 

grown too big for me to move with my tree spade. 

They are 20 to 25' tall with 3" trunks. I wish I had 

gotten around to moving them when they were 

smaller, because 2 are in partial to heavy shade, 

which threatens their long term survival. One is in 

full sun, but some clown in a golf cart ran into in it's 

youth, and broke it off at the graft point. The result 

is whatever the root stock is, cherry, but who knows 

what. The one tree I moved to the golf course 

proper was also run into by a cart driver. In this 

case, the result was a leaning tree with some 

stripped bark. I don't like crooked trees, but I fear 

it's too big to straighten. It's also 25' tall with a 3" 

trunk. I always thought Sargent Cherry was an odd 

name for a Japanese tree. It turns out the tree was 

"discovered" in 1892, in Japan, by a man named 

Charles Sprague Sargent, and he got to put his name 

on it for bringing it to the Western world. It was 

first planted in the U.S. in 1908. Despite the 

problems I've had, I love this tree. 

 

 

mailto:edkocal@yahoo.com
mailto:pmillice@aol.com
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PRESIDENTS COLUMN 
 

From IWOA President Paul Millice 
 

Where do I start and what do we discuss?  

Let’s talk about the Forest and Fruit Tree 

Reserve Act that popped up before the Iowa 

Legislature again this year.  

Senator Amy Sinclair (R) from Wayne County 

sponsored a bill SF5, a bill that would remove the 

word “Forest” from the Forest and Fruit Tree 

Reserve Act.  This bill was assigned to a sub 

committee of the Natural Resources Committee. 

The subcommittee was scheduled to vote on this on 

January 15, which was quickly cancelled when the 

three subcommittee members were bombarded with 

communications from Iowans.  Soon thereafter the 

subcommittee was rescheduled for January 31th, 

first thing in the morning the second coldest day of 

the year. 

Committee members were:  Senator Rob Hogg 

(D) Linn County, Senator Mark Segebart (R) 

Crawford County and Senator Ken Rozenboom (R) 

Mahaska County. 

I was in attendance at this subcommittee meeting 

along with other IWOA members, Coalition 

Partners, Trees Forever, Land Owners, Forest 

Advisory Committee as well as Jim Obardovich our 

lobbyist for the Coalition all speaking in opposition 

to this bill. 

Those speaking in favor were Senator Amy 

Sinclair (R) Wayne County, the Coalition of County 

Governments (a Government funded lobby) and the 

Iowa Farm Bureau. (I’ll discuss these last two later) 

The bill was voted out of committee on a vote of 

2 to 1 the two yes votes were from the R’s. 

This bill then goes to the full Natural Resources 

Committee for consideration.  In light of the fact 

that Ken Rozenboom is the Chair of the Natural 

Resources committee only added to the sense of 

urgency, or our helpless feeling. 

There are 13 members on the Natural resources 

Committee, so at this time we did a targeted mailing 

of Forest Reserve Landowners represented by the 

majority of the Republicans on the Committee and 

started communications with Senator Rozenboom.  

A special thanks goes out to Cochairs of the 

Forest Advisory Committee Ken Herring and Leslie 

Berckes, Dave Bartemes Co-chair of the Healthy 

Trees Coalition and Jim Obradovich for meeting 

with Chair of the Natural resources Committee 

Senator Ken Rozenboom. 

The following were discussed: 
 

1.  SF5 was meant to call attention to the Forest 

Reserve Law and initiate getting people to 

the table 

2. Senator Rozenboom said they sure got 

everyone’s attention 

3. The Senator stated that the bill would not 

pass in its current form. 

4. Our group suggested swapping SF5 with SF 

181 (a bill to codify the Forest Advisory 

Council) and charging the FAC to build a 

better Forest Reserve Law 
 

His response was thoughtful but without 

committing to this course of action.  While saying 

he thought this was a good idea, he reiterated his 

belief that: 
 

 There should be a minimum tax levy on 

every acre enrolled into Forest Reserve. 

 The minimum acres for eligible enrollment if 

FR should be increased. 

 There needed to be a “better certification” 

process to eliminate double dipping” 
 

He went on to discuss other complaints about the 

loss of tax revenue in the “poor” Southern Counties.  

He also shared: 
 

 Too much DNR, Corp of Engineer lands and 

FR lands are off the table for needed revenue 

for these poor counties. 

 Double dipping (enrolling into FR while 

leasing) 

 Non-resident landowners don’t contribute to 

local communities 

 Too many deer or perhaps more accurately, 

FR lands are contributing to too many deer 

(non-managed) 

 The group got the impression; deer 

Management was more an issue than active 

timber management. 
 

We were hearing rumors of a 25% tax as well as 

requiring a Forest management plan, so we were 

pleasantly surprised to get word on Friday morning 
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3/8 that that SF5 did not make it out of committee 

and thus is dead for this year. 

On the mailing that we sent out I figured that not 

all of the landowners would have internet access so 

I included my phone number if FR landowners had 

any thoughts or questions.  I thoroughly enjoyed 

talking with each and every person that called.  The 

stories are heart breaking as folks have done the 

right thing all of their lives managing this national 

treasure and then to be told we are going to penalize 

them for their stewardship is simply unconceivable. 

Two of the groups supporting the elimination of 

the Forest Reserve: 
 

 The Council of County Governments. (a 

government funded lobby) it is my 

understanding that this Legislature just 

outlawed using public money to lobby. 

 The Iowa Farm Bureau:  When I was doing 

research on the FR Act I googled DNR 

Forest Reserve and found a lot of good 

background information that included a 

survey from 2003 that stated that 32% of 

Farm Bureau members have land enrolled in 

FR.  What kind of organization would 

advocate for increasing the Tax Liability on 

32% of its membership?  I had one phone 

call from a FR landowner and when he asked 

about the why of this bill the Farm Bureau 

came up.  I did not suggest nor did I advocate 

but he said he was going to call his Farm 

Bureau and if he didn’t get the answers he 

was looking for he was going to take his 

$6500.00 worth of insurance elsewhere! 
 

I think the same analogy can and will be applied 

to our elected officials.  Yes, they did get people’s 

attention, but it violated one of my basic beliefs and 

that is that government should be out of sight and 

out of mind.  It’s like if you are going to poke a 

hornet’s nest with a stick you might want to ask 

yourself if you think your stick is long enough! 

 

Paul Millice  Outgoing President of the 

Iowa Woodland Owners Association 

 

 

 

IWOA MAILING ADDRESS 
 

The IWOA now has a mailing address.   

Iowa Woodland Owners Association 

P.O. Box 334 

North Liberty, IA 52317-0334 

 

COMMUNICATION IS KEY 

 
Well I bet you wonder what this guy is going to 

rant about this time? 

We all know trees talk; they tell us stories and 

talk to each other.  We as tree stewards also need to 

be doing the same communicating with each other. 

With the recent close call with the Iowa 

Legislature it has highlighted some of our basic 

weaknesses.  Let’s start with email addresses.  If 

you have an email address you need to be on our 

listserve.   It’s a list that we can click one address 

and send a message to everyone in the group 

quickly and simply.  Go to our web site 

iowawoodlandowners.org click on contact us enter 

your email address in the box where it asks for 

email address and hit enter. 

We realize that not all members have email, and 

if time permits we will send you a card or letter 

advising you of the situation and suggested actions. 

In future communications we will be asking for 

email addresses and or to confirm your email 

address. 

Iowa Tree Farmers if you have an email address 

please sign up as we have the same interests.  

Paul Millice 

 

MY MISTAKE 
 

In the December issue of Timber Talk, I 

incorrectly listed the date for the IWOA Spring 

Field Day.  The correct date is May 30, 2019 

My other mistake in that issue I missed the fact 

that we did not credit District Forester Lindsey 

Barney for her article “Make those trees work for 

you ….or are they already?” 

My apologies. Paul Millice 
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The IWOA Board 
 

Paul Millice, President 
pmillice@aol.com 

 

Phil McCune, Vice-president 
arcadiafarm2000@yahoo.com 

 

Ann Schneckloth 
ann@mfgraffix.com 

 

Ed Kocal 
edkocal@yahoo.com 

 

Allan Rathje 
alrathje9@gmail.com 

 

Al Wagner 
wagnera@netins.net  

 

Tom Brady 
treesrme8@gmail.com 

 

Tim Meyer 
davesdeer@gmail.com 

 

Russ Glime 
r.glime634@gmail.com 

 

IWOA Support Staff 
Cathy Wilkie, Membership Secretary 

CAT_Wilkie@yahoo.com 
 

Sherri Sisson, Treasurer 
Sherri227th@gmail.com 

 

SENATE BILL 5 ISN’T GOING 

AWAY 
 

By Dave Bartemes 

Co-Chair of the Coalition for Iowa’s Woodlands 

and Trees 
 

Ken Herring, Chairman of the Forest Advisory 

Committee (FAC), Leslie Berckes, Trees Forever, 

Jim Obradovich, Lobbyist for the Coalition, and 

myself, attended a meeting with Senator Ken 

Rosenboom, Chairman of the Senate Natural 

Resources Committee to discuss Senate Bill 5. 

Senate Bill 5, introduced by Senator Amy 

Sinclair of Iowa Senate District 14, (Clarke, 

Decatur, Jasper, Lucas, Marion, and Wayne 

Counties) would eliminate the Forest Reserve tax 

exclusion.  This tax exclusion has been part of 

Iowa’s conservation laws since 1906.  It excludes 

forestlands that meet certain criteria from property 

taxes as a way to encourage the recovery of Iowa’s 

forested acres.   

Senator Rosenboom, Senate District 40, 

(Appanoose, Mahaska, Marion, Monroe, and 

Wapello Counties) stated at the outset of the 

meeting that the bill wouldn’t pass in its present 

form but he emphasized that there should be a 

minimum tax on forest reserve land and that the 

minimum acres eligible should be increased.  He 

also stated that there needed to be “better 

certification” to prevent landowners from cheating 

by leasing out hunting rights or putting land in 

forest reserve as a way of avoiding taxes while 

waiting to develop the land for commercial 

purposes. 

Senator Rosenboom expressed several other 

concerns.  His primary concern is that the counties 

with a lot of forest reserve acres are the “poorer” 

southern counties. He linked this concern with non-

resident land ownership, forestlands that are not 

being properly managed, and too many deer caused 

by expanses of woodlands. 

Woodland Owners with land in the Forest 

Reserve should contact their State Senators, 

especially, Senators on the Natural Resources 

Committee, and voice your opposition to Senate 

Bill 5. 

Late News Regarding Senate Bill 5 

Senate Bill 5 failed to make the first funnel. (The 

“funnel” is the last day a bill can be moved out of 

committee to the floor of the Senate for debate and 

consideration.) Senator Rosenboom has advised us 

that he will bring this bill back next year and will 

push hard for passage.  Senator Sinclair has also 

indicated that she will support the bill next year.  

Senator Sinclair is the Senate Whip and has a great 

deal of influences with respect to moving legislation 

once it gets to the senate floor. Woodland owners 

are encouraged to contact their legislators and voice 

disapproval of this bill. 

 

 

mailto:pmillice@aol.com
mailto:arcadiafarm2000@yahoo.com
mailto:edkocal@yahoo.com
mailto:alrathje9@gmail.com
mailto:wagnera@netins.net
mailto:treesrme8@gmail.com
mailto:davesdeer@gmail.com
mailto:r.glime634@gmail.com
mailto:CAT_Wilkie@yahoo.com
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IWOA WEBSITE UPDATED 
 

A special thanks to IWOA Board Member Russ 

Glime who has done marvelous work updating the 

IWOA website.  He now has many of the past 

Timber Talk newsletters along with minutes of past 

IWOA Board meetings. Go to the website 

iowawoodlandowners.org click on news and scroll 

down. 

Also on the website for Iowa DNR’s Bonded 

Timber Buyers: 

1.  Pull up IWOA resource page 

2. Click on Iowa DNR Forestry 

3. Click on Wood Industry/Logging (Left 

Column) 

4. Click on Bonded Timber Buyers list (center 

column) 

 

FOREST ADVISORY 

COMMITTEE’S RESPONSE TO 

SENATE BILL 5 
 

By Dave Bartemes 

Co Chair of Iowa’s Coalition for Iowa’s Woodlands and 

Trees 
 

The Forest Advisory Committee (FAC) is a volunteer 

group of individuals that was invited by the Department 

of Natural Resources to provide the Department with 

advice with respect to Iowa’s woodlands and other 

natural resources. 
 

The Forest Advisory Committee, once formed, 

determined that as a volunteer committee formed by 

the Department of Natural Resources it was without 

any voice beyond offering advice to the Department 

of Natural Resources, and that, if positive results for 

its input are to be achieved, a more formal and 

legislatively active group is necessary.   

Under the leadership of Chairman Ken Herring, 

Senator Waylon Brown, Iowa Senate District 26, 

(Cerro Gordo, Chicksaw, Floyd, Howard, Mitchell, 

Winnesiek, and Worth Counties) Introduced Senate 

Bill 181. Senate Bill 181 creates a legislatively 

authorized Forest Advisory Committee consisting 

of 13 organizations and industry representatives that 

would meet at least twice annually to advise and 

make recommendations to the Department, the 

Natural Resources Commission, the Governor, the 

chairpersons of the Senate Standing Committee on 

Natural Resource and Environment and the House 

of Representatives Standing Committee On Natural 

Resources on matters relating to tree and forest 

health and forestry services.  

During a meeting with Senator Ken Rosenboom, 

Herring, Leslie Berkes, Trees Forever 

Representative, Jim O’bradovich, Coalition 

Lobbyist, and myself; Senate Bill 181 was 

discussed in detail. Senator Rosenboom made no 

commitment regarding Senate Bill 181, except to 

say that he was interested in any recommendations 

the FAC might have with respect to Senate Bill 5. 

(See adjacent article regarding Senate Bill 5.) 

Woodland owners are asked to contact members 

of the Senate Subcommittee on Natural Resources 

and promote Senate Bill 181.  Sub-Committee 

members are: Jerry Behn, (Senate District 24) 

Boone, Greene, Hamilton, Story, and Webster 

Counties; Tim Kapucian, (Senate District 38) 

Benton, Iowa, and Poweshick Counties; and Hogg, 

(Senate District  33) Linn County. 

Legislator emails, home addresses, and phone 

numbers are available by googgling “Iowa 

Legislature” and following the identification tree. 
 

 
 

NEW MERCHANDISE ITEM! 
 

The IWOA will be selling both short sleeve and 

longsleeve t-shirts at the Spring Field Day.  The 

short sleeves are forest green with IWOA chest logo 

and sell for just $10.  The long sleeves are orange 

with IWOA chest logo and sell for just $12.  In 

addition, we will have a limited supply of our other 

merchandise including polos, caps, and signs.  
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DR. PAUL WRAY REMEMBERED 
 

On April 6, 2019, the life and career of Dr. Paul 

Wray was honored and remembered during a 

Celebration of Life ceremony at Reiman Gardens 

(Ames, IA). Dr. Wray, 73, was an Iowa State 

University Extension Forester from 1975 until his 

retirement, served on the ISU Shade Tree Short 

Course Planning Committee, and was a frequent 

presenter at the annual STSC. He believed we 

should never stop teaching the basics of tree care, 

and backed up those sentiments by providing tree 

identification, tree pruning, and tree care workshops 

throughout his long association with the STSC. I 

suspect Drs. Wray and McNabb will now be 

keeping a watchful eye on the STSC from another, 

but infinitely more favorable vantage point. 

Dr. Wray passed away on February 20, 2019 at 

Mercy Medical Center in Des Moines. He was born 

on February 11, 1946 in Austin, Minnesota to 

Willard and Grace Wray. At the age of seven, his 

family moved to a dairy farm in Bloomfield, Iowa. 

Paul attended a one-room schoolhouse through 

eighth grade. Following graduation from Davis 

County Community High School he attended Iowa 

State University, receiving a B.S. in Forest 

Management in 1968. He later served in the U.S. 

Army, including a tour in Vietnam. Returning to 

Iowa State, he completed a Ph.D. in Forest Biology 

and then accepted a teaching position at Virginia 

Tech. He returned to Iowa State in 1975 as a faculty 

member in Forestry Extension, a position he held 

until he retired. 

Paul married Joyce Ann Meis on August 31, 

1974. In their 44 years together, they raised two 

children, were blessed with six grandchildren, and 

owned and operated the J&J Christmas Tree Farm. 

Paul loved the simple things in life. He enjoyed 

baking, fishing, gardening, traveling, watching his 

beloved Cyclones, and making wonderful memories 

with his family and friends. He was the scorekeeper 

of every card game and loved teaching new games 

to others. 

Left to cherish his memory are his wife, Joyce; 

their children, Jason (Jessica) Wray and Jessica 

(Justin) Schaack; his treasured grandchildren, 

Addison, Kelsey, and Dillon Wray, and Alena, 

Lauren, and Caleb Schaack; brother Willard (Pat) 

Wray; brothers- and sisters-in-law Carol and 

Richard Ellington, Kim and Dave Brandon, Lynette 

and Roger Meis; Mary and Fred Cerwick, Patti and 

Steve Meis, and Karen and Tim Pottebaum; and 

many nieces, nephews, and beloved friends. The 

family will also remember Paul with a tree planted 

on the Iowa State campus. 

 

NNGA/NAFEX Annual Conference 

July 28-31, 2019 

The Graduate Hotel 

Iowa City, Iowa 
 

The 110th Annual Conference of the Northern 

Nut Growers Association (NNGA) and North 

America Fruit Explorers (NAFEX) will be held at the 

Graduate Hotel, 210 S. Dubuque Street, Iowa City, 

Iowa, Sunday, July 28 – Wednesday, July 31, 2019, 

hosted by the Iowa Nut Growers Association (INGA). 

The conference is open to all persons with an interest in 

nut and fruit trees.   

A block of rooms has been reserved at the Graduate 

Hotel; our reduced room rate (available up to July 3) is 

$85 plus local taxes and includes free parking in the 

adjacent public ramp.  Our group code is 190725NORT.  

Room reservations can be made online:   Graduate Hotel 

Reservations  or by calling direct to Maria Hannam, 

Graduate Hotel, 319.248.4414; mention the NNGA 

room block.    

Conference registration will open April 1st via this 

link:  2019 NNGA/NAFEX  website Registration   

Or, you can mail in your registration form (download 

from the NNGA website) with a check or money order 

made payable to “NNGA 2019 Annual Meeting” to 

NNGA Registrar:  Kathy Dice, PO Box 54, Grandview, 

IA  52752. 

Phone 319-729-5905     kathy@redfernfarm.com. 
 

REGISTRATION FEES 

Early Bird Fees (before July 3) 

$97 member (INGA, NNGA, or NAFEX)  

$115 non- member 

After July 3
rd

, 2019: 

$110 member (INGA, NNGA, or NAFEX)  

$130 non-member late fee 

 

EXHIBITOR FEES (includes one conference 

registration) 

$150 member non-profit 

$175 all others including commercial enterprises 

$30 Additional for electricity 

$50 Display space only, no staff attending 
 

https://gc.synxis.com/rez.aspx?Hotel=1380&Chain=21643&arrive=7/27/2019&depart=7/31/2019&adult=1&child=0&group=190725NORT
https://gc.synxis.com/rez.aspx?Hotel=1380&Chain=21643&arrive=7/27/2019&depart=7/31/2019&adult=1&child=0&group=190725NORT
https://nutgrowing.org/nnga-2019-annual-meeting/
https://nutgrowing.org/nnga-2019-annual-meeting/
mailto:kathy@redfernfarm.com
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://24.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_mcrv6vNv6W1qit2sxo1_r2_1280.png&imgrefurl=http://signifikat.tumblr.com/post/34713991917&h=444&w=1280&sz=26&tbnid=mNWGXuHrFRHrcM:&tbnh=42&tbnw=120&prev=/search?q=tree+branch+clip+art+free&tbm=isch&tbo=u&zoom=1&q=tree+branch+clip+art+free&usg=__VeiSUfaySN9RZnl2p7hCzyyEhcQ=&docid=C5PoIEywo_gN-M&sa=X&ei=7P3IUbD9AeXW0gHY-4H4Aw&ved=0CDIQ9QEwAg&dur=46
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WHAT’S THAT LOG WORTH? 

By Steve Meyer--Editor 
 

Information for this report is provided by 

Gretchen Cline, Consulting Forester with Geode 

Forestry in Swedesburg, Iowa, a company that helps 

broker timber sales. Here are Cline’s comments 

about the market at this time: 

Here are Cline’s general comments about what is 

going on with the log market at this time: 
 

 Buyers continue to be nervous about tariffs 

with China and unpredictable leadership. 

 Vietnam has picked up a little of the export 

markets. 

 Poor logging conditions the first part of this 

year have kept sawmills scrambling to keep 

everyone employed and their mills running. 

 White Oak decline in SE Iowa has been a 

cause for great concern to all the foresters 

who work in this area but also to log buyers. 

Log buyers who purchase a standing timber 

often don't get to harvest those trees right 

away. One buyer expressed this concern 

over a job they purchased last year but cut 

this winter. As the white oak trees hit the 

ground their bark was falling off. While 

those logs are still sound for lumber 

markets, they no longer have stave value 

which really affects the profit margins on 

jobs. 

 A few buyers have commented that the rush 

for walnuts seems to have softened a little in 

their recent sales. But overall, there is 

continued demand for both White Oak and 

Walnut 

 Markets have not changed much from last 

winter's edition. Red Oak dropped and is 

hard for sawmills to move so they aren't 

sawing much. Cottonwood doubled in value 

(5 to 10 cents) and is in demand for the 

pallet markets. 
 

Cline provides the following current standing 

timber prices: Walnut, $2.50 per board foot; White 

Oak, $.60 per board foot; Red Oak, $.25 per board 

foot (dropped $.10); Black Oak, $.15 per board 

foot; Bur Oak, $.15 per board foot; Pin Oak, $.10 

per board foot; Shingle Oak, $.10 per board foot; 

Swamp White Oak, $.15 per board foot; Silver 

Maple, $.32 per board foot; Hard Maple, $.40 per 

board foot; Black Cherry, $.30 per board foot (up 

$.05); Hickory, $.25 per board foot; Honey Locust, 

$.10 per board foot; Hackberry, $.10 per board foot; 

Sycamore, $.10 per board foot; Cottonwood, $.10 

per board foot (up $.05); Red Elm, $.15 per board 

foot; White Elm, $.10 per board foot and Basswood; 

$.10 per board foot.  

Additionally, Cline adds: “One thing that is 

definitely affecting things is the fumigation laws. 

China has always had fumigation laws regarding 

logs coming into their country. However, they had 

not been enforced. Due to the current rift with our 

government, China has started enforcing those 

fumigation laws, which has made it much harder on 

our export markets. This is not only an added cost 

but it is hard to find a place that is able to do it in a 

timely manner.” 

 

Iowa Tree Farm Committee Officers 
 

Gretchen Cline, Chairman 

gretchencline@gmail.com 
 

Francis Main, Vice Chairman 

francismain34@gmail.com 
 

Lisa Louck, Secretary 

l.louck@yahoo.com 
 

Agnes Kenney, Treasurer 

kenneys@alpinecom.net 
 

The Iowa Tree farm system is affiliated with the American 
Tree Farm System and recognizes the efforts and 
accomplishments of individuals as related to their woodlands.  
If interested in becoming a Tree Farmer please contact your 
Iowa DNR District Forester for more information, help with 
creating a management plan, and filing an application to join. 

 

mailto:gretchencline@gmail.com
mailto:francismain34@gmail.com
mailto:l.louck@yahoo.com
mailto:kenneys@alpinecom.net
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A TRIBUTE TO BOBBIE GROSS: 

TREE FARMER EXTRAORDINAIRE 
 

By Ed Gross 
 

 
 

Bobbie, my wife and partner of 49 years passed 

away Nov. 13, 2017 following a two year struggle 

with metastatic breast cancer. Bobbie was an 

elementary school teacher, a mother of our two sons 

and with an insatiable urge to garden and to work in 

the forest. With that background she saw our forest 

as a biological wonderland much more than just 

merchantable trees. 

In 1968 with the help of my dad we purchased a 

15 acre forest tract west of Eldorado, Iowa, that was 

the start of our journey into forestry. In a year or 

two after adding more forested acres our state 

forester helped us become certified Tree Farmers. 

Then in the 1980s after adding more forest land we 

became original members of the Iowa Woodlands 

Owners Association. Today with Bobbie's help we 

own and manage 12 fully stocked stands totaling 

159 acres. 

With Bobbie's urging we insisted that to protect 

the soil, timber harvest take place on snow or frozen 

ground. To that end every acre harvested has been 

reforested with red oak and black walnut. Sugar 

maple, ash, basswood, black cherry, hickory, elm 

and a few other species grow without reforestation 

help. 

Bobbie's goal was to ensure our land will remain 

in forest, insisting we pass the forest land to future 

owners in a better condition than when purchased. 

Finally, Bobbie's objective was to freely share the 

forest beauty and all the recreational values with 

anyone, be they neighbors, friends and out-of-town 

visitors. 
 

NOTICE TO IOWA TREE FARM 

ASSOCIATION (ITF) MEMBERS 
 

If you see "ITF" on this newsletter's mailing 

label that means you are receiving Timber Talk 

because of a joint mailing effort between Iowa 

Woodland Owners Association and the Iowa Tree 

Farm committee. 

We would like for ITF members to consider two 

things: 
 

Become a full-fledged member of IWOA by filling 

out the membership form in this newsletter and 

mailing in a payment. By being a member of both 

organizations, it helps our coalition's lobbying 

efforts in Des Moines. 
 

Please consider signing up to receive Timber Talk 

via e-mail to save on mailing costs. To do so, email 

Membership Secretary, Cathy Wilkie, with your 

name, street address, and email address. Put in the 

subject line: "ITF member wants Timber Talk via 

email." Cathy's email address is 

cat_wilkie@yahoo.com 

 

CLASSIFIEDS 
TIMBER TALK WANT ADS 

 

At the June 2017 IWOA Board meeting it was 

agreed that IWOA members can place a free want 

ad in Timber Talk for tree/timber related items.  

These want ads will be limited to business card size 

and must not be for commercial or business 

purposes. One should email your requested want ad 

to Steve Meyer 60 days before the publish date.  We 

currently are publishing three times a year. April 1, 

Aug 1 and Dec 15th. Please note there are no 

guarantees on this free offer, if there is not space 

your request may have to wait for the next issue. 

Send want adds to the IWOA editor at 

gfdchief@netins.net. Please be sure to state IWOA 

WANT ADD in the subject line. 

mailto:cat_wilkie@yahoo.com
mailto:gfdchief@netins.net
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Tree Tops Available:  Howard Wells from Riceville 

has tree tops available following a timber sale. 

Contact wells@myomnitel.com or (641)985-2694 if 

interested. 

 

FOR SALE: Reclaimed red wood. Most are 16 foot 

“2 x 4’s”. They have been planed on 4 sides so 

actual dimensions are approx. 1.35” x 3.38”. There 

are 431 board feet. Asking $3 per board foot. 

Contact Chuck Semler 515-450-1418 or 

c.semler@mchsi.com. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

PLANTING FOREST SEEDLINGS 

FROM ISU FORESTRY EXTENSION 
 

 
 

Tree planting success can be improved if several 

guidelines are followed. First and foremost, order 

tree stock from a reputable nursery to ensure that 

you get quality seedlings of the kind and type 

desired. When the planting stock is received by you, 

carefully inspect it for damage. Inspect the root 

system looking for mold or excessive dryness.  

For best results, plant seedlings as soon as 

possible. The longer the time between shipment and 

planting, the greater the risk of losses. For short 

term storage of nursery stock, unheated buildings or 

cellars can be used. Continue to monitor the stock 

during this period, and if it is packed in plastic 

rather than a root media such as peat moss, turn the 

bag daily to dissipate the moisture in the bag. For 

storage periods longer than one week, cooler 

facilities (35-42 F) are necessary. Old refrigerators 

can be used as long as the seedlings are not exposed 

to freezing temperatures.  

Planting sites should be tilled or have the 

competing vegetation killed in three foot wide strips 

with a herbicide such as Roundup. Try to plant 

when the site is suitable for field work. Do not plant 

when planting sites are wet because soil structure 

will be destroyed and seedling root growth will be 

restricted.  

Whether planting by hand or machine, plant 

seedlings properly. Best planting methods involve 

digging a hole large enough for the seedling's root 

system and filling soil back around the root system 

with sufficient compaction to ensure good root to 

soil contact. The use of a tree planting bar or a 

mechanical tree planter are used to increase the 

planting rate. Be sure the slit around the seedling is 

closed to minimize drying and potential herbicide 

damage from pre-emergent herbicides. With all 

techniques, plant at the same depth the seedling 

grew in the nursery. 

For all plantings, make provisions for adequate 

weed control for 2-4 years. Several techniques 

provide acceptable weed control including 

mechanical or cultivation, mulches such as wood 

chips or ground corncobs, and herbicides such as 

simazine, Surflan, or Goal. Always follow label 

precautions and use accepted sprayer calibration 

procedures to ensure the effectiveness of the 

herbicide and to prevent damage from excessive 

herbicide application. Vegetation control in three 

foot wide strips, or circles around individual 

seedlings in sufficient. 
 

  

mailto:wells@myomnitel.com
mailto:c.semler@mchsi.com
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IWOA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
MEMBERSHIP LEVELS—NOTE CHANGES 

 

Please check one 
O Member, $20/yr. 

Woodland Owner, Voting  

O Associate Member, $20/yr. 

       Non-woodland Owner, Non-Voting 

O Contributing Member, $50/yr. 

     Woodland Owner, Voting 

O  Contributing Associate  Member $50/yr 

       Non-Woodland Owner, Non-Voting   

O  Friends of IWOA   $100.00 

O  Forest Steward $250.00 + 
 

Member Information: 

First Name   

Last Name   

Address   

City_________________________ 

State   

Zip              Home Ph.    

Business or Cell Ph.    

E-mail:_________________________ 
 

Total Forest Acres Owned_________________ 
Acres in Forest Reserve ___________________ 

Which county Forest Reserves located? 

_________________ 

County that you vote in? ____________ 

Are you a Certified Tree Farmer?  YES--NO  
Are you a member of the Iowa Tree Farmers? YES--
NO 

Are you a member of the National Tree Farmers? 

YES--NO 
Have you taken a Master Woodland Manager 
(MWM) course? YES--NO  
Year completed MWM course_______________ 
Would you prefer to receive our newsletter via e-
mail?  YES--NO  
Would you like to join the IWOA list-serve?YES--
NO 
 

Note: we collect this information to better serve 

our members.  We do not share this information 

with any persons or organizations not affiliated 

with IWOA. 
 

SEND FORM AND CHECK PAYABLE TO 

IWOA MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY, P.O. Box 

334, NORTH LIBERTY, IA 52317 

PRSTD STD. 

U.S POSTAGE 

PAID 

Dyersville, IA 

Permit No. 28 


