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OCTOBER IWOA FIELD DAY 
 

The IWOA Fall Field Day and Annual Meeting 

was held on October 18 at the Conrad 

Environmental Center at the Grinnell College in 

Grinnell. The Center is a 365 acre field station used 

for class trips, student and faculty research serving 

as a model for land preservation and ecological 

restoration. Elizabeth Hill from the Center led the 

day’s activities, along with Jackie Brown Professor 

of Biology. Tivon Feeley, Mark Vitosh and Aaron 

Wright also led discussions. 75 people were in 

attendance. 
 

 
 

Board Member Ann Schneckloth (left) helping 

Nancy Millice with registration and name tags 
 

 
 

District Forester Aaron Wright talks Forest 

management with Elizabeth Hill. 

 

 
 

Grinnell College's Jackie Brown professor of 

Biology explains ongoing research with multiple 

prairie plots  
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TREE FARM OF THE YEAR 

FIELD DAY 
 

Submitted by Larry Wiley 
 

On September 25
th
, 2018, the Tree Farm of The Year 

Field Day was held at the Del and Carolyn Fure tree 

farm in Winneshiek County. Del and Carolyn were 

honored as the 2018 Tree Farmers of the Year. They 

were selected by the Iowa Tree Farm committee from 

several tree farmers nominated by various district 

foresters.  

The day started very nice with around 90 attendees 

getting registered and enjoying coffee and donuts. A 

great time to visit with other tree farmers and woodland 

owners and an opportunity to meet new members. 

Del and Carolyn were introduced.  Del gave a brief 

history of the 65 1/2 acre farm that they have owned 

since 1994. His activities include some harvesting, 

timber stand improvement, reestablishing walnut trees 

along with other species, and battling buckthorn. They 

were presented a plaque for being selected tree farmer of 

the year. 

The morning began well, with a hike in the woods to 

visit the sites of the three sessions, which were: 
 

 Marketing Your timber. Presented by Chris and 

Pat Grau. Their talk centered around a very 

large, tall walnut tree. They explained the good 

points and how to spot defects that could affect 

the price paid for high value trees. They also 

discussed current market trends. 

 Forest Management Systems. Presented by Greg 

Heidebrink.  Greg discussed various methods of 

harvesting and reestablishing trees.  Pointing out 

how different terrain, soil types and location 

determines what species will thrive in those 

areas. 

 Enhancing Water Quality Through Forestry.  

Billy Beck presented information on how forests 

slow the rain fall and absorb the water, 

mitigating erosion and excessive runoff which 

pollutes our streams and rivers. 
 

 
 

Del and Carolyn Fure 

 

ARE IOWA’S ELECTED LEADERS 

PUTTING IOWA’S NATURAL 

RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION 

LEGACY AT RISK? 
 

By Ken Herring 

Chair of the Forest Advisory Committee 
 

Editor’s note: Ken Herring, who is the chair of the Forest 

Advisory Committee, submitted this editorial to the Des 

Moines Register. I was unable to determine if it was published 

or not. This was submitted to me in the midst of the political 

battles preceding the recent election, and too late for the 

August newsletter. However, the points made here are worth 

carrying forward in all of the legislative efforts of any 

conservation related entity. Thank you, Ken for your vision 

and insight. 
 

The magical time of fall leaf color is upon us. 

It’s a change that we expect and enjoy! 

Prophetically perhaps, the fall colors signal it’s time 

for important changes which could occur with the 

upcoming elections of Iowa’s governor and 

legislative races. The backdrop of fall colors amid 

the political races is the perfect time for Iowan’s to 

ask important questions of these candidates, “How 

much value do they place on the natural resources 

of our State?  How much of our 6.3 billion dollar 

state budget will they pledge to Iowa’s conservation 

programs? Would they support the Iowa water and 

land legacy (IWILL) as a way to fund these 

priorities? Do they support fully funding the 

resource and enhancement and protection (REAP)? 

Their answers should resonate with the plurality of 

Iowans values and priorities. After all, as Iowan’s 

we budget our money based upon carefully 

considered priorities, allocating our resources to the 

things we value most. I’m advocating that our 

currently elected/appointed leaders have long been 

out of step with a majority of Iowans who place 

conservation of natural resources as their 3
rd

 highest 

priority (education and healthcare being the clear 

first and second. It’s election time and it’s time we 

send a message to elected officials with our votes! 

Consider that last year Governor Kim Reynolds 

allowed DNR, without any public input to eliminate 

the forestry bureau. For the past 82 years this small 

sub-set of Iowa’s DNR employees have provided 

technical and financial assistance to Iowa’s 

woodland owners. This is important to Iowa since 

private woodland owners collectively own 90% of 

Iowa’s forestland. Forestry professionals are greatly 
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appreciated by Iowa’s rural and urban woodland 

owners who need assistance given unprecedented 

tree and forest health issues. These forestry 

employees provide expertise on a wide variety of 

tree health and forest management challenges. 

Following the forestry bureau decision, the 

legislature passed and the Governor signed an 

energy bill which also had negative and far reaching 

effects on tree and forest conservation programs. To 

no avail, alert conservation organizations like Trees 

Forever warned legislators as well as the Governor, 

about the harm to important conservation programs 

hidden in this legislation.  The collective effects of 

these two actions (DNR and the energy bill) were 

the elimination of several urban forestry programs 

and the undermining of technical forestry assistance 

provided to private woodland owners for decades!   

Sadly and perhaps prophetically, Iowa is 

undermining long standing priorities of 

conservation based entirely on the excuses of “a 

lack of funding!” Most citizens don’t realize that 

each dollar of state general fund or conservation 

partnership money is matched by federal dollars to 

further conservation efforts for Iowa. So the 

resulting loss of funding packs a double whammy of 

forestry conservation services for Iowa. This 

“double whammy effect is generally true when 

other natural resource program funding is 

eliminated as well. That is to say, cuts in funding by 

the state are multiplied by the resulting loss in 

federal conservation dollars. These changes mark a 

disturbing trend about public policy actions by our 

Iowa Legislature. It’s a fair question to ask in light 

of the “tax reform” legislation passed last year, 

“Will state parks, water quality, and other 

conservation programs offered by DNR be next?”  

In 2010, the average Iowan paid $2,300 of 

income tax. Of this amount, $.82 was dedicated to 

the forestry program at DNR. Since 2010 continued 

cuts by the legislature, Governor and DNR leaders 

for forestry programs has continued. Today, it’s 

likely only about $.40 of your total income tax 

contribution would have been destined for tree and 

forestry conservation. This won’t leave Iowa a 

forest legacy much less a broader conservation 

legacy that Iowans can be proud of.  

As political candidates and incumbents from 

both parties, stump for your votes, it’s never been 

so important to ask them if they will support your 

views on conservation of our natural resources. Ask 

them, “If elected to office will they support putting 

money into the Iowa water and land legacy (IWILL) 

fund? After all, Iowans voted to create the fund and 

dedicate the spending for specific uses, and protect 

the funding in Iowa’s constitution with a solid and 

historic 62% support in 2010. The commonly 

accepted response by elected official to funding 

conservation is “Conservation is important but we 

lack the funding.” This is nothing more than an 

excuse. The more truthful answer is the Governor 

and legislature is out of step with the overwhelming 

plurality of Iowan’s conservation values. The past 

history of our elected officials makes it clear they 

have prioritized our tax money for other purposes 

and choose not to adapt new sources of revenue. 

 They have not figured out that conservation 

spending is inextricably linked to Iowans quality of 

life as well as Iowa’s future economic well-being. 

This year, as we enjoy the fall colors amid the 

door knocking, phone calls, advertisements, and 

other distractions required of our democratic 

process please enlighten these candidates on your 

concerns regarding leaving an outdoor legacy for 

our next generation. Your children and 

grandchildren will benefit if Iowans find their 

voices and collectively ask our candidates these 

questions regarding Iowa’s conservation legacy. 

 

 
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Submitted by IWOA President Paul Millice 
 

January 8
th

  IWOA Board meeting 

10 AM--Ronneberg Inn Amana 
 

March 9
th

  Tri States Forestry Stewardship 

Conference Sinsinawa WI 
 

March 21 Tree Day on the Hill 

State Capitol, Des Moines 
 

April 1
st
 State Forest Nursery 

starts shipping seedlings 
 

May 28
th

 IWOA Spring Field Day Palo 

 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://24.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_mcrv6vNv6W1qit2sxo1_r2_1280.png&imgrefurl=http://signifikat.tumblr.com/post/34713991917&h=444&w=1280&sz=26&tbnid=mNWGXuHrFRHrcM:&tbnh=42&tbnw=120&prev=/search?q=tree+branch+clip+art+free&tbm=isch&tbo=u&zoom=1&q=tree+branch+clip+art+free&usg=__VeiSUfaySN9RZnl2p7hCzyyEhcQ=&docid=C5PoIEywo_gN-M&sa=X&ei=7P3IUbD9AeXW0gHY-4H4Aw&ved=0CDIQ9QEwAg&dur=46
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LEGISLATIVE ISSUES & THOUGHTS 
 

Submitted by Shannon Ramsay 
Trees Forever Founding President & CEO 

 

Trees & Forests Capitol Day 2019 

Please mark your calendars! Join us on 

Thursday, March 21, 2019 for Iowa Trees and 

Forests Day at the Capitol. The Iowa Woodland 

Owners Association, Trees Forever, the Iowa Urban 

Tree Council, Iowa Tree Farm Committee and 

others will exhibit, educate and promote the 

importance of trees to legislators and others. This is 

a great opportunity to gather your thoughts, read 

through talking points and network with other 

advocates. IWOA is an active and contributing 

member to this coalition, and supports the Coalition 

lobbyist, Jim Obradovich. We will also have a 

board meeting that afternoon at the Capitol. 
 

Urge Legislators to pass a Farm Bill this year 
The Farm Bill helps private landowners improve 

their timber and forest stands, improves water 

quality, increases the quality of wildlife habitat, and 

conserves our soil resources. We’re keeping an eye 

on the voluntary, incentive-based and educational 

programs authorized by the Conservation and 

Forestry Titles in the Farm Bill. These programs 

help provide support and certainty for landowners 

and farmers, and a compromise in 2018 is ideal. 

Please talk to your newly elected and re-elected 

federal delegation. 
 

Benefits of Time in Winter Woodlands 

No one who spends time in their woods would 

question this, whether you are out working, hunting 

or just taking a walk, but you may find it interesting 

that new research shows that spending time in the 

woods in winter produces psychological relaxation 

and many benefits. It is good for us woodland 

owners, but a reminder to get our kids, grandkids 

and friends outside for time in the woods. 

 

 

TREE GALLS--WHAT ARE THOSE 

BUMPS ON MY LEAVES AND 

BRANCHES? 
 

By Lisa Louck, District Forester, Iowa DNR 
 

One of the best ways in SE Iowa to spot a 

Shingle oak (the oak without lobes on the leaves 

that grows along forest edges down here) is by the 

1-2” large galls that will often litter the branches of 

these trees. These irregular shaped 

blackish/brownish growths are caused by a tiny, 

non-stinging wasp that produces a chemical that 

causes the plant twig to increase production of cell 

sizes or amounts that form the large, woody gall.  

This more common Gouty Oak Gall is found on 

shingle oaks, and less frequent on pin oaks and 

rarely on black and red oaks, and it takes two to 

three years for galls to fully develop while larva 

develop with the food and protection needed.  Once 

a gall is formed, they often stop taking any 

resources from a tree.  Like other diseases and 

insects, galls-which are abnormal plant growths 

caused by insects, mites, fungi, bacteria and viruses-

can help us ID trees based on the type of gall that is 

present.   
 

 
 

Gouty Oak Gall 
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Gouty Oak Gall—1
st
 Year 

 

I am constantly amazed at the different 

interactions that occur in nature, and insect galls 

caused by feeding, egg laying or chemical reactions 

are just one of those very interesting relationships 

that often don’t seem to harm the host tree or have 

many negative aspects. As with all tree issues, first 

determine if the offending insect/disease/issue is 

causing the tree any harm.  Is the tree not growing 

past the gall?  Is the tree younger, stressed from 

other factors, or heavily infested with these galls?  

Is this a focal point tree in your yard?  If the answer 

is “no” to most or all, there is little that could or 

should be done.  Our insect/plant interactions can be 

unsightly but not damaging enough to the tree over 

the long term to justify treatment needed, which 

may include heavy pruning below branch at all gall 

points or finding a brief window of insecticide 

spray.  

In the case of Shingle oak, these trees are often 

full of Gouty oak galls but the tree itself appears 

healthy and produces good seed crops.  It is possible 

that less seed is produced, or tree growth is slowed 

as compared to a tree not covered in these growths.  

However, taking into consideration that Gouty oak 

gall is often so numerous on one tree with pruning 

as the only management option, and the Shingle oak 

is not commercially sought after for higher quality 

wood, then the Shingle oak is doing the habitat 

work we want and aesthetics would be the only 

issue.  That is the case with so many of the common 

leaf and petiole (leaf base, stem) galls we see, from 

Hackberry nipple gall (numerous small raised 

bumps on leaves), to Oak apple gall (1” round and 

paper thin shell on leaf or petiole) to the small, 

white and fluffy or raised and pink bumps on 

bottom or top of leaves.  Even the strange looking 

Horned oak gall, Oak lobed gall, or Bullet oak stem 

gall don’t hurt most trees aside from very young 

and heavily infested ones, so these should be 

enjoyed as one of the unique things our trees 

produce!  

 

 

 
 

Lobed Oak Gall 
 
 

 
 

Bullet Oak Gall 
 

Unfortunately, there are some tree galls that we 

should worry about.  Galls likely caused by fungus 

or bacteria are what I see causing more decline in 

forest trees, especially in bitternut hickory but these 

can occur on other hickory, oak and maples.  

Phomopsis gall is a fungal gall that I have seen 

singly on tree in forest or occurring in clusters. This 

fungus does not kill tree but can reduce growth and 

vigor significantly.  It is likely caused by spores 

entering trees through wind/rain splash spread. 

Pruning below galls is the only known treatment, 

but since fungal gall can occur on the trunk pruning 

is not always an option. 
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Phomopsis gall on a Hickory tree. 

 

 
 

Hickory Tree badly infected by Phomopsis gall. 
 

 

Winter is a great time to go out and explore your 

gall diversity.  For the most part, you can just note 

the growth and wonder about the small insect 

burrowing in a unique home.  For any more serious 

decline issues, contact your forester or Extension to 

start the process of identifying your gall issue.  For 

more info, check out the recently updated Extension 

ISU ENT39 publication “Insect Galls on Trees and 

Shrubs” or Missouri Botanical Gardens webpage 

and search “galls.” 

 

 

MAKE THOSE TREES WORK FOR YOU 

…OR ARE THEY ALREADY? 

By Lindsey Barney 

DNR District Forester - Oakland 
 

The value of trees and shrubs on working farms is 

often underrated.  The main criticisms I hear in regards 

to considering keeping or planting woody cover revolve 

around either negative impacts on crop production or a 

lack of annual income from acres taken out of or kept 

out of crop production.  In today’s time of uncertain 

commodity prices and land values, these concerns make 

sense (or should I say, must make cents).  However, 

there are ways to make existing timber areas or newly 

installed forest practices work on your farm for your 

farm. 

First off, have you considered removing timber areas 

to gain additional land?  If yes, I hope I have caught 

your attention before you do, because re-establishing 

woodlands is far more expensive and labor intensive 

than keeping and maintaining an existing woodland.  In 

addition, existing woodlands are capable of a broad 

range of benefits that can positively impact your land 

and your pocketbook. 

Woodlands, even young planted woodlands (as seen 

in the bottom photo), provide tremendous benefits to 

land, air, and soil quality.  If you are a numbers person, 

then you might be interested in data collected along Bear 

Creek by Iowa State University.  Forested buffers can:  

cut sediment in surface runoff by as much as 90%; can 

cut nitrogen and phosphorus in runoff by 80%; can allow 

water to infiltrate 5 times faster than row cropped or 

heavily grazed land (thereby helping to recharge 

aquifers); remove up to 90% of ground water nitrate; cut 

streambank erosion by as much as 80% (from row 

cropped or heavily grazed land); and for the hunters and 

nature lovers – entice and support 5 times as many bird 

species as row cropped or heavily grazed land.  Because 

I spend a lot of time assisting landowners with forested 

buffers, I can vouch for the fact that these wooded areas 

are also vital habitat to other game and non-game 

wildlife species as well.  

Speaking of buffers, did you know that both 

young forested buffers and existing riparian timber 

can protect adjacent cropland from the impacts of 

severe flooding?  These woodlands can trap 

sediments and debris before they deposit on 

cropland (seen in the photos), and can also prevent 

damage to cropland soils (by slowing the water 

velocity).  The photos in this article were taken soon 

after the June 2018 floods along the Floyd River in 

Plymouth County. 
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Existing woodland areas and/or new forestry 

plantings can also be of benefit to livestock 

production.  While I am not a fan of using 

woodlands for livestock pasture or loafing areas 

(reasons described below), I do know that pastures 

designed around existing timbers can be used to 

increase cattle gains.  Put yourself in the shoes (or 

hooves) of your livestock.  If you are in cold wind 

all winter, you will require more energy (in terms of 

food) to keep yourself warm.  Food is more money 

from your pocket.  In the summer, the hot sun, as 

you all know, can affect cattle gains from heat 

stress.  This is also potential money lost.  Existing 

woodlands on the north, west, and possibly south 

sides of a pasture or pastured cropland can serve as 

a living barn or shelterbelt.  Ideally, the cattle 

should be excluded from the woodland, to protect 

the trees from damage.  If the pastures are 

positioned on the south or east sides of the 

woodland, then they will be protected from 

prevailing winter winds.  Existing forest cover on 

the west or south side of a pastured area can be used 

to create shadows during the heat of the day during 

summer months, acting as a living sun canopy.  

Creating pastures to include scattered, but protected 

hardwood trees, can enhance opportunities for 

summer livestock shading.  Living barns can also be 

created by planting several rows of trees in a “c” 

shape – protecting cattle from all prevailing winds 

and direct sun positions.   

One of the more obvious reasons to keep and 

manage existing woodland areas (or to plant new 

ones) is the potential commercial revenue that can 

come out of a properly managed woodland.  

Periodic timber removals, especially in fertile creek 

or river-side woodlands are just the icing on the 

cake, considering all the other services we have 

discussed.  You should know, however, that 

excluding cattle from woodlands growing 

commercially valuable trees (such as black walnut) 

will help prevent soil compaction and root damage.  

This damage can lead to root decay which works its 

way up into the merchantable log…and eventually 

into the total value of your future timber sales!  

Foresters exist to help you meet your land 

management objectives, while also looking out for 

the future health and productivity of your 

woodlands.   

 

Top: High velocity flood waters along the Floyd 

River in June of 2018 where there is a break in 

forest cover; Middle and Bottom: crop debris and 

sediment trapped within and beside a 15-year-old 

forested buffer. 

 

For more information on how to make trees work 

for you, you can visit: 

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUME

NTS/stelprdb1044244.pdf or contact your District 

Forester for more information.  

 

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb1044244.pdf
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb1044244.pdf
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FOREST RESERVE UNDER ATTACK 
By Dave Bartemes 

November 4, 2018 
 

In 1906 the Iowa Legislature recognized the need 

to encourage landowners to replace the forest-lands 

that had been removed during the great westward 

expansion and settlement of Iowa in the late 1800’s.  

The passage of the Forest Reserve and Fruit Tree 

Reservation Act was passed to encourage 

landowners to plant and manage trees as a way to 

increase farm income, control erosion, protect 

watersheds, and increase game cover. 

Known simply as the “Forest Reserve” this 

legislation exempted forest plantations of two acres 

or more provided these acres complied with specific 

criteria, from property taxes.  This legislation has 

been enormously successful.  Forestlands today 

have been restored to about 50% of the land area 

occupied by forests that the pioneering families 

found as they settled Iowa. 

Today, the Forest Reserve and Fruit Tree 

Reservation Act is under attack.  Corporate 

agriculture and other interests are lobbying 

legislators to repeal this forward looking and 

successful legislation as a way of improving local 

revenue. 

We encourage you to contact your legislators and 

oppose this regressive tax increase on our rural 

properties. 

 

 
 

IWOA WOODLAND OWNER OF THE YEAR 
 

In order to provide recognition for all of the great 

work and effort that our members put forth in 

maintaining their wooded areas we have decided  to 

provide a Walnut laser engraved plaque in the shape of 

the State of Iowa.  

This plaque will be provided the land owner that 

hosts our Fall Field Day/Annual meeting. 

Apply now.  The sooner we start planning the 

smoother this process will be for all. 

Email board member Ed Kocal   

edkocal@yahoo.com or Paul Millice pmillice@aol.com 

or if you don’t do email then Paul Millice 2254 Black 

Diamond Rd SW Iowa City IA 52240 

 
 

 

NON-NATIVE TREE OF THE QUARTER 

Concolor Fir Abies concolor 
 

By Tom Brady, IWOA Board Member 
 

Despite being native to the southwestern 

mountains, Concolor Fir seems perfectly happy in 

all of Iowa. In cultivation they can grow to 50' by 

half as wide, but much larger in their native range. 

The record is over 200'. 

Unless pruned, the tree is typically conical and 

branched to the ground. The upper branches tend to 

point upwards, while the lower branches are 

horizontal. It is a slow to moderate growing tree at 

about one foot per year. The needles are soft and 

about 1.5 to 2.5 inches in length. They are bluish or 

grayish green, with two pale bluish bands 

underneath. The new growth is an attractive light 

green or bluish green, or sometimes even silvery 

green. The bark is smooth on young stems except 

for resin blisters, which can be quite large on old 

trunks. Mature trunks are ashy gray with deep 

irregular furrows and thick, horny, flattened ridges. 

The flowers are inconspicuous, with both male and 

female on the same tree. The fruit is a cylindrical 

cone three to six inches long by 1.5 to 2.5 inches 

wide. They are pale green, maturing to brown, often 

with a purplish bloom. They are held upright, 

typically on the upper branches. 
 

 
 

Concolor Fir is hardy in zones 3 to 7, and is 

fairly urban tolerant and deer resistant. 

I bought 502 Concolor Fir in 1991 and 1995 (no, 

I'm not kidding). They are scattered over the golf 

course, with many more in my CRP planting. I can't 

remember if this was authorized by my District 

Forester in my site plan, so don't tell him, just in 

mailto:edkocal@yahoo.com
mailto:pmillice@aol.com
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case. All are in the 20’ to 25' range, and are doing 

well. I prune them as they grow so that the lowest 

limb is about 6’ or 7', off the ground. This allows 

golfers to find their ball, so that they can play faster, 

which is a goal. It also allows carts to drive under 

the trees without knocking the tops off. 

I like this tree for its pleasing blue/green color, 

and its soft needles. It grows at least as fast as a 

Colorado Blue Spruce, and won't rip your skin if 

you mow too close. 

 
Iowa Tree Farm Committee Recognizes 

Outstanding Forestry Projects at the 

Iowa State Fair 
 

Submitted by Jody Kerns 
 

Each year the Iowa Tree Farm Committee 

recognizes outstanding 4-H projects at the Iowa 

State Fair. 4-H students can enter projects in the 

Environmental and Sustainability project area, and 

at the county fair level, may have their project 

selected to participate and be displayed at the Iowa 

State Fair. If the project meets the criteria of 

promoting forestry in Iowa, the Tree Farm 

Committee then selects the project for a special 

award at the State Fair. Each project selected 

receives special recognition during the fair, and the 

Tree Farm Committee awards each student with a 

$25 gift card for their efforts. Typically 4-6 awards 

are given out each year. The Tree Farm Committee 

appreciates the efforts of the students to take an 

active interest in forestry through their 4-H projects, 

and the opportunity their projects have to promote 

forestry in Iowa and educate others. Projects are 

found in the 4-H exhibit hall at the Iowa State fair 

which is located in the SW corner of the fair 

grounds. If you have never taken a tour through the 

exhibit hall, put it on your "Iowa Fair must see" 

bucket list. Thousands of outstanding 4-H projects 

are on display, showcasing the hard work, learning, 

and efforts of students throughout Iowa, I promise it 

will renew your faith in the future and the amazing 

youth we have in Iowa! 

 

BUCK BUMPERS 
 

By Ed Kocal, IWOA Board Member 
 

Have you ever walked along a trail in your 

woodland, past one of your nice oak or other 

desirable saplings, only to find that it had been 

recently rubbed by a buck deer?  This can be 

disheartening, especially if it is one of your “pet” 

trees.  The damage can lead to tree growth setback 

or deformity in the least and eventually even tree 

death.   Since deer prefer to follow trails (deer or 

human), you will notice the most damage in these 

locations. 

Although you can’t protect all of your young 

trees, I found a simple method to protect your trees 

that you feel are worth protecting.  I casually use 

this method while I am walking my trails. I have 

even used it while slowly walking and hunting for 

deer.  When the hunting is slow, my mind 

sometimes wanders from deer to trees (LOL). 

If I see a small desirable tree (say less than 6” 

diameter), and it is along a trail, I may decide to 

place some nearby fallen limbs up against it.  It is 

best to do this to height of 4 feet.  This usually 

makes it undesirable for a buck to rub.  Another 

option is to find a nearby shrub, hand-sawing it off 

just above ground level, and leaning it upside down 

against the sapling.  Dogwoods work well for this. 

You may need to place a couple of cuttings to get 

the desired protection.  Bucks do not like to get 

poked in the chest while rubbing and keeping 

something brushy between the deer and the tree is 

key. 

They also prefer to rub live trees, hence placing 

dead limbs against your desirable tree as a barrier 

works as well.  This manmade protection won’t last 

forever, but hopefully long enough to get your tree 

to a larger, less desirable size for Mr. Antlers to 

want to mess with. 
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INTRODUCING THE NEW IOWA DNR 

FORESTRY INVASIVE SPECIES 

GUIDE 
 

The Invasive Species guide is very useful to forest 

landowners and it is available for free. The book 

comes as a pocket sized laminated ring-bound guide 

and was published in cooperation with the Iowa 

DNR and USDA Forest Service as part of the 

Healthy Forests in the Cedar Iowa Corridor 

Landscape Scale Restoration grant. The pocket 

guide highlights 19 invasive trees, shrubs and 

plants. It includes quick ID photos and text as well 

as common management techniques for controlling 

each species. You can obtain a pdf version by 

calling or emailing Emma Hanigan 

emma.hanigan@dnr.iowa.gov 515-249-1732. Or, 

you can download a copy of the book from the 

website: www.iowadnr.gov/invasive 

 

 
MINUTES OF THE IOWA WOODLAND 

OWNERS ASSOCIATION MEETING 

OCTOBER 17, 2018 
 

The meeting was called to order at 6:50 pm at 

the Depot Restaurant in Grinnell, Iowa by President 

Paul Millice. Also present were Board members Al 

Wagner, Tom Brady, Tim Meyer, Russ Glime, Phil 

McCune, An Schneckloth, and Paul. Trees Forever 

President Shannon Ramsay was also there, as well 

as some spouses. Tom Brady made a motion to 

accept the minutes from the last meeting, Phil 

seconded, and they were approved. 

The Finance Report was given, with $12,226.17 

in checking. Russ made a motion to accept the 

Finance report, Al seconded, and it passed. 

The Membership Report showed 510 members 

in the IWOA. Paul said that our membership 

number is still climbing due to the Forest Reserve 

mailings and Larry Wiley's efforts at attending 

many forestry events with our brochures and 

banners. Paul said that it cost us 70 cents a letter for 

Post Office corrections from the list of Tree 

Farmers that Jesse Randall had given us.  Ann made 

a motion to accept the Membership Report, Phil 

seconded, and it was approved. 

There was discussion on making our 

organization a 501C3 tax category. Shannon said 

that the Nut Growers use the Trees Forever 

designation and run their finances through that. Paul 

said that most of our big expenses are the 

Scholarship and paying the Lobbyist. We can run 

through $40,000 without a tax exempt status. Al 

said there is not much advantage to doing it. The 

discussion was tabled. 

Election results were reviewed. Tim Meyer is 

our newest elected Board member and he was 

welcomed. Paul said we need people interested in 

serving on the Board for next year. Terms that will 

be up are Ed Kocal, Tom Brady, and Al Rathje. 

Paul set up an election committee of Ann, Paul, and 

Phil. 

Paul said that we will have a bylaws vote 

tomorrow at the Annual Meeting. After that, the 

Board will reconvene to vote on the President. The 

new address in the Bylaws is Iowa Woodland 

Owners Association, P. O. Box 334, North Liberty, 

Iowa, 52317. 

Al gave the Scholarship update. We have agreed 

to give a $1,000 Scholarship per year to a forestry 

student attending Iowa state University. ISU will 

not give more than the allotted $1,000 per year. It 

cannot be limited to a student who wants to stay in 

Iowa. 

The Fall Field Day will be showing research on 

prairie plots and upland forests. It will be on 

October 18, with the IWOA Annual meeting after 

the lunch, catered by HyVee. 

Paul said the signposts are on 10 trees as part of 

the new Interpretive Trail at the Iowa State 

Fairgrounds. The program was started by Kevin 

Karr. There will be cellphone scanning squares that 

will tell about the tree and show the IWOA website. 

This idea has great potential for parks. It will soon 

be on a map and kiosk in the DNR Building. There 

will be 10 more featured trees next year. 

Paul has purchased a roll of tickets with numbers 

so door prizes can be given at the Annual meeting. 

He also purchased nippers and tools for prizes, 

along with Tom Brady's seeds and nuts to be given 

out. 

mailto:emma.hanigan@dnr.iowa.gov
http://www.iowadnr.gov/invasive
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The Nut Growers Association will be hosting the 

National Nut Growers Association in Iowa City 

next year.  Keep in mind they may need help from 

us for specialty crop markets. 

Shannon Ramsay gave the Trees Forever update. 

Trees Forever and IWOA are part of the Coalition 

for Trees and Forests. The Coalition pays $7,500 a 

year to a Lobbyist, and IWOA pays $1,000 of that. 

Our efforts have resulted in saving the Iowa state 

Nursery, and we have gotten the Legislature to allot 

$500,000 for forest health. 

Jeff Goerndt is the new State Forester and has 

increased the quality of the stock at the State 

Nursery. Our membership needs to keep ideas alive 

through Listserve and stay focused since there is no 

acknowledgement from the Governor. March 

21,2019, is the Thursday at the Capitol Day. We 

need to be there to bend their ears about taxation 

methods, the Forest reserve, and the Forest 

Advisory council. We also need advice from our 

Liaison, Jim Obradovich. Paul said that we should 

invite all our legislators to our meetings. The Forest 

advisory council is looking at Termination Tax and 

Forest reserve at $3 an acre. 

There has been a bid made to do the printing of 

our Timber talk Newsletter. 

Paul suggested we consider Saturday, September 

19, 2019, for our fall field day because there will 

not be an Iowa Football game that day. Places 

suggested were Larry Wiley's forests or Tim 

Meyer's property. People mentioned for awards 

were Bob Jefferson, Dave Bartemes, and Kevin 

Karr. Each of them has made a special contribution 

to IWOA. 

Paul appointed Russ and Al to pursue printing a 

new brochure. 

Paul, Sherri, Ann, and Cathy agreed to stay on in 

their current positions on the Board. Phil agreed to 

do the Vice President job. Tom made a motion to 

adjourn. Meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm. 

Ann Schneckloth, secretary 

 

IWOA MAILING ADDRESS 
 

The IWOA now has a mailing address.   

Iowa Woodland Owners Association 

P.O. Box 334 

North Liberty, IA 52317-0334 

 

PRESIDENTS COLUMN 
 

Wow, where do I start? 
 

The Fall Field Day and Annual Meeting on 

October 18 was a great success with over 75 in 

attendance and fabulous weather.  Elizabeth Hill 

with Grinnell College’s Conrad Environmental 

Center led the activities, along with Jackie Brown 

Professor of Biology.  The Conrad Environmental 

Center is a 365 acre field station used for class trips, 

student and faculty research serving as a model for 

land preservation and ecological restoration.  We 

also had help from Tivon Feeley, Mark Vitosh and 

Aaron Wright.  Aaron graciously helped out even 

though it was his Birthday. 
 

Tree Day on the Hill is scheduled for Thursday 

March 21
st
.  We could use all the help we can get.  

The more folks that show up, the greater impact on 

our legislators.  See Shannon Ramsay’s article this 

issue. 
 

Our Spring Field Day is scheduled for May 28
th

 

near Palo so mark your calendar. This will be the 

tenth anniversary of Larry Wiley being named Tree 

Farmer of the Year.  Larry has quite an operation 

from planting and protecting seedlings from deer to 

harvesting logs for saw mills as well as a large fire 

wood sales operation. 
 

The Forest Advisory Committee is still pushing to 

get Senate Study bill SSB 3207 out of Committee 

and passed.  Everyone can help, mention this to 

your Senator and tell them you support it and want 

to see this passed. This brings up the issue of 

communication. 
 

Communication: We (that’s all of us) need to be in 

a coil ready to spring into action.  We know that 

there will be additional attacks on the Forest 

Reserve Program.  If you have email make sure that 

that you have signed up on our List serve.  Go to the 

Iowa Woodland Owners Association website and 

click on Contact Us then enter your email address in 

the list serve address block.  This is the slickest way 

for us to quickly share information with our 

members.  This includes all Tree Farmers. It’s also 

important to have good phone number for our 

members in case we need to focus on specific 

committee or subcommittee members. Additionally 
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we need to know how many family members your 

membership represents.  This will help when talking 

with legislators.  
 

STEP UP!--As I always mention we are always 

looking for folks to host our Field Days, email any 

one of our Board Members or drop a note to us 

IWOA  P.O. Box 334 North Liberty, IA 52317  The 

same goes if you have any questions about serving 

on our Board. Additionally if you want to share 

your story or see a good article that our membership 

might be interested in, be sure to drop us a line. 
 

That is all 

Paul Millice President IWOA 
 

 

 

The IWOA Board 
 

Paul Millice, President 
pmillice@aol.com 

 

Phil McCune, Vice-president 
arcadiafarm2000@yahoo.com 

 

Ann Schneckloth 
ann@mfgraffix.com 

 

Ed Kocal 
edkocal@yahoo.com 

 

Allan Rathje 
alrathje9@gmail.com 

 

Al Wagner 
wagnera@netins.net  

 

Tom Brady 
treesrme8@gmail.com 

 

Tim Meyer 
davesdeer@gmail.com 

 

Russ Glime 
r.glime634@gmail.com 

 

IWOA Support Staff 
Cathy Wilkie, Membership Secretary 

CAT_Wilkie@yahoo.com 
 

Sherri Sisson, Treasurer 
Sherri227th@gmail.com 

 
 

 

OSAGE-ORANGE 
 

By Eugene O. Frye 

(Past Editor of the IWOA newsletter) 
 

Editor’s note: IWOA Board Member Tom Brady 

Provided this to me.  It was a letter written to him 

by Gene on March 13, 2011. He says that shortly 

after receiving it Gene passed on to the unending 

timber in the sky that has no invasive species. Tom 

says that Gene was an engineer at Rockwell-Collins 

and an “interesting and intelligent man.” 

 

BACKGROUND 

 

The tree species Osage-Orange (Maclura 

Pomifica) is indeed the stuff from which legends are 

made. 

Originally confined to the bottomlands of the 

Arkansas and Red River valleys in the region 

inhabited by the Osage Indians, the Osage-Orange 

exhibited such varied uses that it is now found 

growing throughout most of the United States. The 

pioneers planted it as “living fences” and used its 

hard, decay-resistant wood for fence posts, wagon 

wheels and many other uses. Osage-Orange turns 

nicely on a wood lathe and makes beautiful bowls. 

The tree itself is not very impressive, being 

rather shrubby and thorny with ragged irregular 

contour, and rarely 50 or 60 feet in height and two 

or three feet in diameter. It also tends to poison the 

ground around it so that competing vegetation will 

not shade it, much in the fashion of the Black 

Walnut. But, the wood is something else. It is 

dense, springy, slightly oily and the heartwood is 

orange, which ages to brown in time. As my father 

would describe it, “Osage does not rust, rot, warp, 

crack, chip or peel.” The Indians prized the wood 

for making bows, as do some moderns. 

The tree is stubborn and does not give up 

gracefully, for it is hard to saw and work and its 

thorns always seem to be looking for something in 

which to embed themselves.  The thorns seem to 

delight in poking holes in tractor tires, and even 

when the wood is green it is almost impossible to 

hammer nails into it. 

With this background, let us go on to a few 

stories about the wood. 

 

  

mailto:pmillice@aol.com
mailto:arcadiafarm2000@yahoo.com
mailto:edkocal@yahoo.com
mailto:alrathje9@gmail.com
mailto:wagnera@netins.net
mailto:treesrme8@gmail.com
mailto:davesdeer@gmail.com
mailto:r.glime634@gmail.com
mailto:CAT_Wilkie@yahoo.com
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FAKE TEAK 

 

Some years ago one of my esteemed colleagues 

was an industrial designer who was involved 

actively in esthetic design of many of our avionics 

products.  At one time I had given him a small 

chunk of cured Osage from my farm place just as a 

curiosity, and to see if he could do anything 

interesting with it. Sometime after that he was doing 

the design for installing some of our fancier 

avionics in a company Sabreliner business jet 

aircraft for display at the Paris Air Show. (This one 

was a biggie in the trade.) For trim, he had designed 

around and ordered some teak wood but at the last 

moment the supplier advised him that it was back-

ordered. So he did some desperate experimenting 

and found that with the right stains the sample of 

Osage-Orange I had given him could be made to 

look just like teak. So he hollered “Help-Help” to 

me, asking if I had any more cured Osage lying 

around. I had, but was just about to leave on a 

business trip, so I told him to raid my garage for 

whatever he needed. Then, I called my faithful 

spouse and advised her that there would be a garage 

prowler that afternoon, and left for my trip. 

My colleague found what he needed in my 

garage then took it to the company wood shop to get 

it made into trim. The wood was so hard to work 

with that hey finally wound up using a milling 

machine for metals to form the trim! Anyhow, they 

got the trim made, stained and installed in the 

aircraft just in time for its departure to Paris. 

So it came to pass that our sophisticated Iowa 

avionics trimmed out in genuine Iowa fake teak was 

one of the hits at the Paris Air Show that year. 
 

 
 

A Hedge Apple 
 

Another note from The Editor: Osage-Orange is 

most commonly known as ‘Hedge Apple’ for its 

distinctive softball sized fruit that is supposed to 

chase the crickets from your basement. Many years 

ago I knew where there was a living fence line of it 

locally that no doubt was traceable to some pioneer 

farmer. Unfortunately, due to contemporary 

agricultural practices it is now gone. When they 

talk about the durability of Osage-Orange wood 

they aren’t kidding. I’ve pulled a few old Hedge 

Apple fence posts that I’m sure have been in the 

ground for a century and they were just as solid as 

the day they were sank in the ground. I haven’t re-

used these posts but I have at least kept them. 

 

 
WHAT’S THAT LOG WORTH? 

By Steve Meyer--Editor 
 

Once again, Gretchen Cline, Consulting Forester 

with Geode Forestry in Swedesburg, Iowa, a 

company that helps broker timber sales, provided 

information for this report. At this time Cline says 

that tariff issues between the US and China have 

softened the price of logs somewhat. However, this 

situation could be changing. Just now as I am 

writing this report the morning news is that 

President Trump and the Chinese President have 

reached an agreement in the trade war over tariffs 

that have been ongoing between the two countries. 

So it will be interesting to see what the log market 

is the next time this newsletter comes out how the 

log market reacts and what the prices are. FYI, 

China is the major importer of United States logs, 

so anything that happens here is going to impact the 

log market. 

Cline provides the following current standing 

timber prices: Walnut, $2.50 per board foot; White 

Oak, $.60 per board foot; Red Oak, $.35 per board 

foot; Black Oak, $.15 per board foot; Bur Oak, $.15 

per board foot; Pin Oak, $.10 per board foot; 

Shingle Oak, $.10 per board foot; Swamp White 

Oak, $.15 per board foot; Silver Maple, $.32 per 

board foot; Hard Maple, $.40 per board foot; Black 

Cherry, $.25 per board foot; Hickory, $.25 per 

board foot; Honey Locust, $.10 per board foot; 
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Hackberry, $.15 per board foot; Sycamore, $.10 per 

board foot; Cottonwood, $.05 per board foot; Red 

Elm, $.15 per board foot; White Elm, $.10 per 

board foot and Basswood; $.10 per board foot.  

Cline adds this comment on log prices: “There is 

a cautionary tale whenever you give out estimates 

on standing timber prices because there are so many 

things that affect that value. The most important one 

is the quality of the individual trees. Is that White 

Oak tree knotty and will only make pallet grade at 

$0.10 per board foot? Maybe it is middle of the road 

lumber grade at $0.60 per board foot. If it is large 

enough in diameter (24" or more) to make quarter-

sawn it could bring in $1.00 per board foot. Or if it 

makes stave grade it will be closer to$1.50 per 

board foot. The high end veneer grade would be 

around $3.00 per board foot. So the same White 

Oak log, depending on quality, has a broad range in 

associated values.” 

 

CLASSIFIEDS 
TIMBER TALK WANT ADS 

 

FOR SALE: Reclaimed red wood. Most are 16 foot 

“2 x 4’s”. They have been planed on 4 sides so 

actual dimensions are approx. 1.35” x 3.38”. There 

are 431 board feet. Asking $3 per board foot. 

Contact Chuck Semler 515-450-1418 or 

c.semler@mchsi.com. 

 

 
 

 
 

At the June 2017 IWOA Board meeting it was agreed 

that IWOA members can place a free want ad in Timber 

Talk for tree/timber related items.  These want ads will 

be limited to business card size and must not be for 

commercial or business purposes. One should email your 

requested want ad to Steve Meyer 60 days before the 

publish date.  We currently are publishing three times a 

year. April 1, Aug 1 and Dec 15th. Please note there are 

no guarantees on this free offer, if there is not space your 

request may have to wait for the next issue. Send want 

adds to the IWOA editor at gfdchief@netins.net. Please 

be sure to state IWOA WANT ADD in the subject line. 

 
 

Iowa Tree Farm Committee Officers 
 

Gretchen Cline, Chairman 

gretchencline@gmail.com 
 

Francis Main, Vice Chairman 

francismain34@gmail.com 
 

Lisa Louck, Secretary 

l.louck@yahoo.com 
 

Agnes Kenney, Treasurer 

kenneys@alpinecom.net 
 

 

The Iowa Tree farm system is affiliated with the American 
Tree Farm System and recognizes the efforts and 
accomplishments of individuals as related to their woodlands.  
If interested in becoming a Tree Farmer please contact your 
Iowa DNR District Forester for more information, help with 
creating a management plan, and filing an application to join. 

 
  

mailto:c.semler@mchsi.com
mailto:gfdchief@netins.net
mailto:gretchencline@gmail.com
mailto:francismain34@gmail.com
mailto:l.louck@yahoo.com
mailto:kenneys@alpinecom.net
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3 times per year to serve members of 
the Iowa Woodland Owners Association and the  

Iowa Tree Farmer’s Association. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

    

Become a Member of IWOA 
We invite you (or someone you might know) to 

become a member of the Iowa Woodland Owners 
Association 

__Member $20—woodland owner, voting 
__Associate Member $20—non-woodland owner, non-voting 
__Contributing Member $50—woodland owner, voting 
__Contributing Associate Member $50—non-woodland 
owner, non-voting 

 

Name_______________________________________ 
 

Address_____________________________________ 
 

City_________________________________________ 
 

State__________________ Zip___________________ 
 

Phone________________________________________ 
 

E-mail_______________________________________ 
 

Number of forest acres you own_________________ 
 

County in which you vote_______________________ 
 

Mail this completed form and check to: 
Cathy Wilkie 

IWOA Membership Secretary 
PO Box 334 

North Liberty, IA   52317 

Dear Iowa Tree Farm Members,  

If your mailing label on this newsletter reads “ITF” 

after your name, you receive our newsletter via 

Iowa Woodland Owner’s Association joint 

newsletter mailing effort with the Iowa Tree Farm 

Members.  
 

If you are an ITF member, and would rather 

receive your copy of Timber Talk via e-mail rather 

than receive a paper copy in the mail, please e-mail 

Cathy Wilkie, IWOA Membership Secretary at 

cat_wilkie@yahoo.com, and put “ITF MEMBER 

REQUESTING ELECTRONIC COPY” in the 

subject line of your e-mail. Include your current 

mailing address in the body of the e-mail so I make 

sure I get the right person signed up for the 

electronic mailing.  
 

We appreciate the Iowa Tree Farm folks taking the 

time to read Timber Talk, and we would also like 

to ask you to consider becoming more involved in 

IWOA by becoming a full-fledged IWOA member. 
 

If you’d like to join, please fill out the form on the 

right, and send in with your dues payment. 
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