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APRIL IWOA FIELD DAY 
 

The spring IWOA Field Day was held on April 24 at 

the Lowell Engle property near Harpers Ferry. There 

were 85 people in attendance. All photos provided by 

IWOA President Paul Millice. 
 

 
Landowner Lowell Engel talks about tree shelters. 

 
District Forester Dave Asche talks about Oak tree 
management 

 
IWOA President Paul Millice (left) presents Lowell Engle 
with Iowa Woodland Owner of the Year award 

 

 
 

IOWA President Paul Millice presents past Board 
Member Dave Bartemes recognition for his outstanding 
service to the IWOA 
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Iowa 2018 Tree Farmer of the Year: 

Del and Carolyn Fure 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Del and Carolyn Fure are originally from north 

central Iowa.  Del worked in corporate America in 

major cities for approximately 25 years before they 

moved to Decorah in 1988.  They moved to their 

present location in 1994.  This move brought them 

to a 60-acre farm east of Decorah.  The farm had 

row crop acres, but it also had some timber.  This 

was something the Fure’s had not had a lot of 

experience with in Winnebago County.  Carolyn 

said she moved to the property for the view, but Del 

was interested in the woods!  Del was a banker and 

heard that walnut trees had some value so he 

decided to look into it.  His first contact was with 

Iowa DNR District Forester, Gary Beyer. 

Gary and Del walked the property and came up 

with the Fure’s first Forest Management Plan in 

1994.  Since this first plan, they have completed 

timber sales, forest stand improvement and tree 

plantings.  The Fure’s have had so much fun with 

their forest management that in 2012, they bought 

another piece of timber and have been actively 

managing this property. 

The Fure’s are “doers”!  They are always 

working in the woods.  If everything in their plan is 

done, they are calling us to see what they can do 

next.  I am so proud of the work they have 

accomplished!  They would never ask to be 

recognized, but it was my honor to nominate them 

and see them awarded the 2018 Iowa Tree Farmers 

of the Year.   

 

On September 25
th

, 2018 the Iowa Tree Farm 

Committee will be hosting a Forestry Field Day at 

Del and Carolyn’s property.  This will give us a 

chance to showcase some of the great work they 

have done.  To register please call Julie Roberts 

at ISU at 515-294-7991 or e-mail her at  

jroberts@iastate.edu by September 18th, 2018.  

Please come and congratulate Del and Carolyn! 
 

Greg Heidebrink, 

Iowa DNR District Forester 
 

Directions: Take Hwy. 9 to the east side of 

Decorah and turn north on Old Stage Road (by 

the Casey's Gas Station). This road will turn into 

Clay Hill Road which you are to stay on going 

north until you hit a Y. At the Y veer to the right 

on to Sand Rock Rd. Del and Carolyn's property 

will be on your left. (2615 Sand Rock Rd.) 

 
 

UPCOMING DATES 
Submitted by IWOA President Paul Millice 

 

Aug 25
th

 Trees Forever Field Day 

  Zwingle 

Sep 5
th

  Practical Farmers Crop Field Class 

  Red Fern Farm 

Sep 16
th

 Linn County Landowner Forum 

  Linn County 

Sep 22
nd

 Iowa Nut Growers 

    TBA 

Sep 25
th

 Iowa Tree Farmer of Year 

  Decorah (see directions in Tree 

Farmer of the Year Story) 

Oct 2
nd

  Shimek State Forest 

   Shimek 

Oct 4
th

  Yellow River State Forest 

  Yellow River 

Oct 6
th

  Trees Forever Back Yard Forestry 

  Iowa City 

Oct 9
th

  Stephens State Forest 

  Stephens Forest 

Oct 11
th

 Loess Hills 

  Loess Hills 

Oct 18th IWOA Fall Field Day/Annual Meet 

  Grinnell Area 

Oct 20
th

 Fall Walnut Council 

  McGregor 
 

For detailed information check the Iowa State 

Extension Forestry Web Site or for Trees Forever 

events Treesforever.org 

 

mailto:jroberts@iastate.edu
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://24.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_mcrv6vNv6W1qit2sxo1_r2_1280.png&imgrefurl=http://signifikat.tumblr.com/post/34713991917&h=444&w=1280&sz=26&tbnid=mNWGXuHrFRHrcM:&tbnh=42&tbnw=120&prev=/search?q=tree+branch+clip+art+free&tbm=isch&tbo=u&zoom=1&q=tree+branch+clip+art+free&usg=__VeiSUfaySN9RZnl2p7hCzyyEhcQ=&docid=C5PoIEywo_gN-M&sa=X&ei=7P3IUbD9AeXW0gHY-4H4Aw&ved=0CDIQ9QEwAg&dur=46
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2018 LEGISLATIVE WRAP UP 
By Dave Bartemes 

 

Two bills introduced into the Iowa Legislature 

this term would have a major impact on Iowa 

Woodland owners.  These two bills, while not voted 

out of committee in 2018, will certainly be back in 

2019. 

Senate File 2069 and its companion bill in the 

House, HF 2224, would lower the property tax 

exemption for lands enrolled in the Forest Reserve 

Program from 100% to 50% and increases the 

minimum acreage from two acres to five acres of 

continuous area. 

The Coalition for Iowa’s Woodlands and trees 

vigorously opposed this tax increase on woodland 

owners. 

The pressure on legislators to implement this 

legislation is being brought by county assessors.  

Property tax revenues in many rural counties have 

been decreasing over the years and they are looking 

to plug their budget holes by taxing the woodland 

industry, often the only industry left in some areas 

and an industry that can’t pick up and move to an 

out–of–state location. The bill was tabled in the 

Senate Natural Resources Committee, but in the 

minds of county assessors and their legislative 

representatives, it is a bill they want to get to the 

governor’s desk. 

A second major piece of legislation that was 

introduced near the end of the session was Senate 

Study Bill 3207. 

The Coalition gave strong support for this study 

bill. Study Bill 3207 creates a tree and forest 

advisory council.  The council will consist of the 

director of the Department of Natural resources or 

his designee and 13 organization representatives.  

The council will meet at least twice each year and 

will advise and make recommendations to the 

department, the commission, the governor, and the 

chairperson of the senate and house standing 

committees on natural resources, and matters 

relating to tree and forest health and services. 

The committee will have a representative from 

each of the following organizations who will be 

voting members: 

 The Northeast Iowa Forestry advisory 

committee 

 Trees Forever 

 An active member of the lumber industry 

who is engaged in the purchase of standing 

timber 

 The Iowa Woodland Owner’s Assn 

 The Iowa State University Extension 

Forester 

 The Iowa Nut Growers Association 

 The Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation 

 The Iowa Urban Tree Council 

 The Society of American Foresters 

 The Iowa Nursery and Landscape 

Association 

 Conservation Districts of Iowa 

 The Iowa Assessors Association 

 A forestry industry member who is actively 

employed in Iowa in private forestry 

management or as a forestry consultant 

This Study Bill specifically states the following 

objectives of the Forestry Advisory Council: 

 Property tax exemptions related to forest 

reservations 

 Organizational efficiencies to address threats 

to forestry preservation in Iowa 

 Develop a set of metrics for forest and tree 

stewardship that grows Iowa’s tree canopy 

and addresses threats to forest preservation 

 Potential sources of funding for the Forestry 

Bureau within the Departmant and potential 

sources of forestry cost-share assistance for 

private landowners to encourage and support 

the health of Iowa’s forests 

The Coalition encourages everyone interested in 

Iowa’s woodlands to contact his or her legislators 

and ask that they support Senate Study File 3207 
 

IWOA WOODLAND OWNER OF THE YEAR 
 

In order to provide recognition for all of the great 

work and effort that our members put forth in 

maintaining their wooded areas we have decided  to 

provide a Walnut laser engraved plaque in the shape of 

the State of Iowa.  

This plaque will be provided the land owner that 

hosts our Fall Field Day/Annual meeting. 

Apply now.  The sooner we start planning the 

smoother this process will be for all. 

Email board member Ed Kocal   

edkocal@yahoo.com or Paul Millice pmillice@aol.com 

or if you don’t do email then Paul Millice 2254 Black 

Diamond Rd SW Iowa City IA 52240 

mailto:edkocal@yahoo.com
mailto:pmillice@aol.com
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ORIENTAL BITTERSWEET 
By Tivon Feeley 

Forest Health Program Leader, Iowa DNR 

 
Editor’s note: I asked Tivon for this article. Oriental 

Bittersweet is a rapidly emerging invasive problem I have in 

my own woods and I suspect many others in Iowa do also. 

 

Oriental Bittersweet is a non-native invasive vine 

that is quickly becoming Iowa’s top rated forest 

treat.  Native to China, Japan and Korea, it was 

introduced into the United States around 1860 as an 

ornamental plant. 

Oriental Bittersweet grows rapidly and can shade 

out the trees that support it. It girdles trees and 

shrubs, cutting off the flow of water and nutrients.  

Although it is most productive in full sun, Oriental 

Bittersweet germinates readily in low light. It 

responds quickly to increased light and quick takes 

over a forest stand. 

Oriental Bittersweet is a deciduous, woody vine 

that may reach 98 feet in length and 7 inches in 

diameter. It climbs by coiling around trees, shrubs 

and any other object available to support it and has 

a deep extensive root system. 

Leaves: Oriental Bittersweet’s leaves are 

alternate, glossy and finely toothed. They are often 

rounded but are variable in shape. They range from 

2 to 5 inches long and have pointed tips. They turn 

yellow in fall, and retain their leaves late in the 

season. 

Bark/Stems: Bittersweet’s stems are light or 

medium brown, with white pith. They often have 

noticeable light horizontal marks. The roots are a 

bright orange. 

Fruits/Seeds: Bittersweet has noticeable bright 

red fruits. Yellow outer seed capsules cover the 

bright red fruit. The fruits are clustered with 3-6 

seeds in leaf axils of female plants and persist 

through winter. 

American Bittersweet The native American 

Bittersweet (Celastrus scandens) has elliptical rather 

than rounded leaves. The flowers and fruit of the 

female plants occur in a single clump at the tips of 

the stems rather than spread along the stems.  The 

fruit are orange in the fall and not red like the non-

native Oriental Bittersweet.  

Control: In most cases, effective control of 

established Oriental Bittersweet populations 

requires the use of herbicide. Because the leaves 

persist much later than many native species, fall 

treatment may minimize damage to desirable 

broadleaf plants.  I have found that basal bark 

applications Triclopyr with diesel fuel, or other bark 

penetrate, has been the fastest and most affordable 

control.  Be certain that you have the proper 

certification from the Iowa Department of 

Agriculture and Land Stewardship and read and 

follow the entire pesticide label before use.  

You can find out more information about 

Oriental Bittersweet control at 

file:///C:/Users/Steve/Downloads/OrientalBitterswe

et%20(4).pdf 

 

 
 

Oriental Bittersweet invasion begins with a single 

harmless looking vine. Steve Meyer Photo. 
 

 
 

After a couple summers this is what you have.  

There’s a tree under there somewhere. Steve Meyer 

Photo. 

 

file:///C:/Users/Steve/Downloads/OrientalBittersweet%20(4).pdf
file:///C:/Users/Steve/Downloads/OrientalBittersweet%20(4).pdf
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Don’t Speak Ill of the Dead…Trees! 
By Lisa Louck 

District Forester, Iowa DNR 

 

One of my favorite parts of my job is getting to 

occasionally lead a forest hike, of which I have 

done with all ages of students.  While we look at 

various trees and plants and talk about the 

importance of the forest and all the parts of the 

ecosystem, I always ask “what trees are good for?” 

and hear the same awesome answers- it’s 

everything, right?!  Almost always the answers vary 

between wood/paper, shade, CO2 but I can often 

stump people with my next question-“what are the 

trees that are dead and dying good for?”  As it turns 

out, trees with decline and hard earned scars, as 

well as dead trees, are just as important as any 

young and vigorous tree to the needs of wildlife and 

our forest as a whole. 

Snag trees are standing dying and dead trees at 

various stages of decline from recently dead to long 

dead standing log with little/no secondary branches 

still attached.   A declining tree may have just a few 

branches dead and at the other side of the spectrum 

is a downed log that is decaying into the ground 

slowly.  Den trees refer to a hole of any size in a 

living or dead tree, and while we usually see the 

holes that are larger than 1” or so, the small holes 

are important, too! 

A tree with a few dying branches will start the 

usually slow process of decline and death, as these 

small branches are being invaded by fungus and 

insects.  As woodpeckers start to forage for the 

insects, these birds are getting an important winter 

food supply.  A recently dead snag will have all the 

insect/fungus/ woodpecker activity as the tree with 

dying branches, as well as natural cavities from 

fallen limbs that can be used by raccoons, squirrels 

and some owls. The woodpeckers could excavate a 

hole in the tree for a nest site, while Hawks and 

owls may use bare limbs as nest building or perch 

sites.   

As in all of nature, there is the primary users and 

the also the follow up users.  Our woodpeckers are 

first to make a hole, and chickadees, bluebirds and 

wood ducks may be secondary tenants in same hole.  

Some smaller holes made by wood boring insects or 

carpenter bees can help house our wood nesting 

native bees which make up 30% of all bee species.  

Some of the last of the follow up crew is the myriad 

of insects that are breaking down the nearly decayed 

wood on the ground.  This downed wood can 

provide a singing platform for a songbird, a den for 

weasel or fox, or hollow spots for mice and shrews 

to tunnel beneath.   The moisture that this woods 

holds in its final stages is providing shelter for 

frogs, salamanders, snails and hibernation dens for 

lizards or snakes. If you have never grabbed a 

handful of this far decayed wood I would encourage 

you to do so, and resist the temptation to transfer it 

to your garden as this rich and loose material seems 

like it could grow anything well. 

While forest management preaches growing 

healthy live trees, it can also create many of the 

types of snag and den trees for these needed habitats 

with crop tree release and weed tree removal 

practices.  Leaving and creating 3-5 snag and den 

trees of various sizes and at various stages of 

decline per acre is recommended.  As with all forest 

management we are managing for trees we likely 

won’t see harvested, so start now to manage for the 

older snags to become the soil to grow the tree for 

your great grandkids future snag tree! 
 

 

NON NATIVE TREE OF THE QUARTER: 

Ginkgo or Maidenhair tree Ginkgo biloba 
By Tom Brady IWOA board member 

 

Ginkgo is a native of China and East Asia. It was 

once native to North America, but is only found in 

fossil records now. It's been around for a long time. 

It was eaten by dinosaurs. The tree can grow to 80' 

or more, and is usually pyramidal when young and 

highly variable in shape at maturity. It's leaves are 

deciduous, simple, fan shaped, alternate, light 

green, 2 to 3" long and wide, and have bright 

yellow fall color, unless we get an early frost, in 

which case they may fall off green. The bark is 

usually gray-brown with darker furrows. The stems 

are light brown the first year, becoming gray with 

stringy bark, often prominent blackish spurs. The 

flowers are found separately on male and female 

trees, and are not showy. Its fruit is actually not a 

true fruit it's a naked seed which is covered by a 
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green, changing to a yellow plum-like covering that 

has an extremely unpleasant smell when ripe. The 

best way to describe it is that it makes you want to 

look around you for the bad doggy, and for that 

reason only male trees should be planted. On the 

plus side, if for some reason you plant a female tree, 

it will be at least 20 years before you find out. 

Ginkgo's growth rate is slow to medium, about 1' 

per year. It's hardy in all of Iowa. It's highly 

adaptable, urban pollution tolerant, and disease and 

pest free. For these reasons it is widely planted. 

I bought eight trees from two different nurseries 

in 1995 and 1996. I also grew some from seed. I 

found a huge female Ginkgo on the Iowa State 

Capitol grounds, at least 60' tall, and yes, I had to 

hold my nose. The seed itself looks like a 1/2" long 

plum pit, and is supposed to be eatable after 

roasting, although I'll never know. I have five trees 

growing in the golf course's parking lot islands, and 

1 behind #11 green. No seeds yet, so I don't know 

whether they're male or female. The tallest is about 

20 foot tall. I recommend this tree if you have room. 

It's beautiful in all seasons, with spectacular yellow 

fall color, although often short lived. Once the 

leaves start to fall, they may all fall in one day. 
 

 
 

Ginkgo (Maidenhair tree) Leaf 

 
 

SPRING SURPRISE 
By Dave Bartemes 

 

I was eight or nine when Mr. Judy, our neighbor 

across the street, offered me a slice of pawpaw fruit.  

I’ll never forget the sweet creamy banana-like 

flavor that swilled around my mouth and tongue. 

“Did you ever taste anything like that,” he asked 

in a slow Appalachian draw. 

“Nope,” I answered and I stretched out my hand 

for another piece. 

“That’s a West Virginia banana,” he chortled.  

“Got it up Elk, near Mink Sholes.” 

The flavor of that first bite of pawpaw has stayed 

with me for a lifetime, and when my family bought 

acreage in Southern Iowa in 1999, I included 

pawpaw in my plans to establish some woodland. 

Pawpaw is native to most of the upper Midwest, 

including all of Iowa. It’s a large shrub or small tree 

that grows in patches.  Like many shrubs, it 

propagates by suckers more often than by seed, so 

we shouldn’t be surprised when our children sing 

that old ditty, “Where O where O, Where is Suzie.”  

“Way down yonder in the pawpaw patch.” 

For some reason best-laid plans are often 

delayed, so it wasn’t until about 10 years ago that I 

finally put in five pawpaw seedlings. That first year, 

deer and flooding killed three of the five plants.  I 

built cages around the remaining two, weeded and 

mulched--and waited. 

After five years those original two plants did 

well but there wasn’t a sign of blossom or fruit.  

Disappointed, I decided to give them some 

competition.  I planted five more and began a 

second waiting period.  Years later there were still 

no blossoms and no fruit.  

Lucky me.  My son, Paul, aware of my 

consternation, gave me a book, Pawpaw, by 

Andrew Moore.  Everything I needed to know about 

the pawpaw is revealed in this well written and 

informative saga about Moore’s travels throughout 

the Midwest searching for the best cultivars. 

Contained within this volume of pawpaw wisdom is 

a simple statement that answered my burning 

question of “When will I get my first pawpaw?”  

The answer, right in the midsection of the book 

was, “It usually takes ten to 12 years before a 

pawpaw will bloom. In August of 2017 I did some 

quick math.  My original trees were planted in 

2008, so I reasoned, “In the spring of 2018 I should 

look for some blossoms.”  

Now, higher math gives me a headache, so, 

fearing a miscalculation, I guided my tractor to the 

southeast bottom of the tree farm, reduced speed to 

a crawl, and crept up on my stand of seven pawpaw 

trees. I’d been disappointed every May for ten years 

and I was doing everything possible to lessen the 

shock of finding my pawpaw patch to be barren of 

blossoms.  

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://24.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_mcrv6vNv6W1qit2sxo1_r2_1280.png&imgrefurl=http://signifikat.tumblr.com/post/34713991917&h=444&w=1280&sz=26&tbnid=mNWGXuHrFRHrcM:&tbnh=42&tbnw=120&prev=/search?q=tree+branch+clip+art+free&tbm=isch&tbo=u&zoom=1&q=tree+branch+clip+art+free&usg=__VeiSUfaySN9RZnl2p7hCzyyEhcQ=&docid=C5PoIEywo_gN-M&sa=X&ei=7P3IUbD9AeXW0gHY-4H4Aw&ved=0CDIQ9QEwAg&dur=46
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At first viewing the trees appeared to be fully 

leafed-out with no blossoms.  I eased the tractor 

forward a bit more “Viola!  There they are!”  The 

tree nearest to me had a shower of small purple 

blossoms, hundreds of them.  I looked closer, the 

other ten-year old tree, just behind, carried 25 or 50 

of the delicate blooms. 

My mind began to dredge up other tidbits of 

information that Moore’s book provided.  For 

example, pawpaw trees need a second tree to effect 

pollination, and that tree can’t be a clone of the first. 

Now, my worry is that, maybe, just maybe, the two 

trees I planted ten years ago had the same parent, in 

which case, I’d likely not have fruit this year, but I 

would have to wait until one of the second group of 

tree reached maturity--another five years of waiting. 

“Come on,” I thought, “Put that aside.  Now I’m 

going to wait again, but not for five years. This time 

I’ll wait a month of so to see if any fruit has set.  If 

so, I’ll be eating pawpaw in September.” Mr. Judy 

has no idea what he started. 
 

 
 

Blossoms on Dave Bartemes’ Pawpaw tree. Photo 

provided by Dave Bartemes 

 

 

IWOA MAILING ADDRESS 
 

The IWOA now has a mailing address.   

Iowa Woodland Owners Association 

P.O. Box 334 

North Liberty, IA 52317-0334 

 

 

Minutes of the Iowa Woodland Owners 

Association meeting June 20, 2018 
(These minutes have not been approved by the IWOA Board 

of Directors) 
 

The meeting was called to order by President 

Paul Millice at 10:03 am at the Ronnenburg 

Restaurant, Amana, Iowa. Present were Paul 

Millice, Russ Glime, Al Rathje, Phil McCune, Tom 

Brady, Ann Schneckloth, Al Wagner, and Kevin 

Karr. Tom made a motion to approve the minutes of 

the last meeting in March, and Al R. seconded. The 

minutes were approved. There was some discussion 

about the Financial Report. We were charged for 2 

Porta Pots for the spring field day because the 

property owner thought we needed more than one. 

Russ made a motion to approve the Financial 

Report, Tom seconded, and it was approved. Not 

everyone got the Membership report because it was 

emailed the night of June 19. Our membership has 

gone up to 500. Tapping into the Forest Reserve list 

has awakened people to our organization and the 

need to be active. Cathy is still in process of 

merging lists with the Tree farmer group. Al W. 

made a motion to approve the Membership report, 

Phil seconded, and it was approved. 

Al Wagner and Ann Schneckloth are up for 

reelection to the Board. Bob Jefferson is not going 

to run again. We will need 2 more names for new 

Board members from the Nominating Committee. 

Phil and Russ will be nominators and election 

judges. 

Steve Meyer is the Timber talk newsletter editor. 

He is concerned about getting all the emails covered 

when he publishes. Cathy sent him a file with 38 

new members, and 19 of them had email addresses. 

The other names will need hard copies. Paul said 

that we should absolve Steve from having to do the 

job of sending Timber Talk out. Cathy's job 

description says that she takes care of 

correspondences and maintains the list of members. 

Russ said that it can easily be sent on to members 

by email. 

The Officer election process comes up once a 

year. Paul said that he would be okay with keeping 

the Presidency and the Board agreed that he is 

doing a good job. Tom said that we should change 

the bylaws to make the term times be 3 years. 

Secretary and Treasurer term times need to be 

changed, too. These proposed changes will be taken 
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to the Annual Meeting in the fall. The Board can 

appoint a new member if anyone leaves the Board 

before their term is up. 
Ten Iowa State Fair signposts are installed at the 

Iowa State Fairgrounds. These are part of the Tree 

Identification project that Kevin Karr has been working 

on for about 2 years. The squares on the signage will be 

for cell phone usage. When the phone picks up the 

image, it will go to the web page for the IWOA. Russ 

reported that he has gotten the web site current with our 

information. The other square will provide information 

about the particular species of tree with it, and it has our 

logo on it. During the State Fair days there will be a 

posting also. The cell phone has to download an app of 

either QR Droid or QR scan. Kevin asked that a Board 

member stand near the station or in the DNR building to 

help people with using the apps. Paul said that we should 

ask for volunteers on Listserv. Volunteers can get a 

ticket to the fair and parking paid by the IWOA for fair 

days. Tom made a motion, and Al W seconded that we 

ask for volunteers for the Tree ID Project initial 

introduction. The motion carried. 

The Spring Field Day was a success. The IWOA 

furnished Porta Pots and a tent. Paul said we should 

always have an awning or tent. Tom said that we should 

also have some provision for lunch that the sack lunch 

idea was not working. Russ said that a public address 

system is also needed. 

Chuck Semler has said that 2 scholarships were given 

out and he found out about it after the fact. Al W. and 

Bob will work out a new contract with Iowa State 

University to insure the scholarship is given correctly. 

Hopefully it will be given to someone who will stay in 

Iowa. 

Paul said that nothing has been locked in for our Fall 

Field Day and Annual Meeting. Mentioned as possible 

were the Iowa State Fair Grounds or Grinnell College 

and the Sustainable Land Trust Office. Shannon Ramsay 

has mentioned that she would do another field day, as 

well as the Nut Growers Association. Paul asked how to 

proceed in the future with Door Prizes. Tom said he will 

continue to bring seeds and nuts for starting trees. 

Should we buy packets from the Iowa State Nursery? In 

the past, saws and tools have been donated. Al W made 

a motion to authorize $100 to be spent on a door prize. 

Tom seconded, and it carried. We will wait for further 

word on the place and date from Paul. 

Dave Bartemes was going to represent IWOA at the 

Friday conference call with the Natural Resource 

Commission to discuss funding alternatives. He will 

represent our position that we are resistant to additional 

taxes. 

Paul said that we should give a plaque to Jesse 

Randall, the Iowa State Forestry extension Head, who is 

now leaving that position. Tom made a motion to give 

Jesse the award from the IWOA, Al R. seconded, and it 

passed. 

Russ encouraged all of the Board to visit the IWOA 

website. He said it is important to keep it up to date. He 

can pass on to Julie, our webmaster, any new 

information for it. Also, our brochure needs to be 

updated. Heritage will need to type it up. Kevin 

mentioned that 2 people from the Iowa State Fair Board 

need complimentary copies of Timber talk. 

Our next Board meeting will be set when the Fall 

Field Day is figured out. It is overwhelming to meet the 

same day as the Annual Meeting, so the board will meet 

the night before the Fall Field Day. Al R. made a motion 

to adjourn. The meeting adjourned at 12:00 pm. 

Ann Schneckloth, Secretary 
 

 

 

The IWOA Board 
 

Paul Millice, President 
pmillice@aol.com 

 

Al Wagner, Vice-president 
wagnera@netins.net  

 

Ann Schneckloth 
ann@mfgraffix.com 

 

Ed Kocal 
edkocal@yahoo.cdom 

 

Allan Rathje 
alrathje9@gmail.com 

 

Phil McCune 
arcadiafarm2000@yahoo.com 

 

Tom Brady 
treesrme8@gmail.com 

 

Robert Jefferson 
bandbjefferson@hotmail.com 

 

Russ Glime 
r.glime634@gmail.com 

 

IWOA Support Staff 
Cathy Wilkie, Membership Secretary 

CAT_Wilkie@yahoo.com 
 

Sherri Sisson, Treasurer 
Sherri227th@gmail.com 

 

 

 

mailto:pmillice@aol.com
mailto:wagnera@netins.net
mailto:edkocal@yahoo.cdom
mailto:alrathje9@gmail.com
mailto:arcadiafarm2000@yahoo.com
mailto:treesrme8@gmail.com
mailto:bandbjefferson@hotmail.com
mailto:r.glime634@gmail.com
mailto:CAT_Wilkie@yahoo.com
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MICHAEL PARKER: 2018 IWOA 

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT 
 

 
 

Michael Parker (Left) with IWOA Past-

President Chuck Semler 
 

My name is Michael Parker and I am the 

recipient of the 2018 Iowa Woodland Owners 

Association Scholarship. I am currently a senior at 

Iowa State University studying Forestry with a 

specialty in Forest Ecosystem Management. I grew 

up near the small town of Dike in east-central Iowa, 

where my love for the woods began. I spent my 

falls hunting the few remaining woodlands in the 

area and I learned how to identify trees while 

kayaking the Shell Rock and West Fork of the 

Cedar River. My passion for land and forests drove 

me to Iowa State in the fall of 2015, where I 

instantly fell in love with the forestry program. I 

became heavily involved in the ISU Forestry Club 

and to date I have served three major positions 

within the club, including vice president. The past 

two years I have had the opportunity to work for Dr. 

Jesse Randall both in the lab and at extension field 

days. Interacting with landowners and getting to see 

proactive forestry in the state at field days has been 

such a great learning experience. The past couple 

summers I have had the opportunity to get out and 

spend time in some truly remarkable places working 

for the Iowa Department of Natural Resources, the 

Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation, and the 

University of Idaho. These experiences have shaped 

me into the land and forest steward that I am today. 

As I near my last semester this fall at Iowa State, 

my career goals are focusing on the stewardship and 

management of our public lands. I will be working 

for the United States Forest Service in Colorado, 

Wyoming, and South Dakota. My plans are also to 

return to school for a graduate degree in forest 

management in the hope that someday I can 

contribute to the education of the next generation of 

foresters and land managers. I am beyond thankful 

for this scholarship as it will be used to help offset 

the cost of my tuition. I am honored to be awarded 

this scholarship and thankful that the Iowa 

Woodland Owners Association is investing in the 

next generation of natural resource professionals. 

Sincerely, Michael Parker 
 

 

 
 

 

PRESIDENTS COLUMN 
By Paul Millice, IWOA President 

 

Wow, where do I start? 

The Forestry Advisory Committee has been 

meeting almost monthly trying to work through 

issues related to Forestry in Iowa and in particular 

the loss of the Forestry Bureau.  By the time you 

read this we will have presented our priorities to the 

Natural Resources Commission: 

1. Highest priority is to get SSB 3207 passed 

and to include the Tree Farmers in the 

language. 

2. Seek sponsorship and language for a Forestry 

Trust Fund 

3. Seek sponsorship and language for a Forestry 

Bureau. 

IOWA’s Spring Field Day was a big success.  

The weather cooperated and everything clicked. I 

do want to mention the Host Lowell Engle who I 

had the opportunity to chat with in February when 

we did a walk through with District Forester Dave 

Asche.  Anyway in talking with Lowell I was so 

mesmerized I thought I was talking with Tom 

Clancy!  Anyway we tried sack lunches and some 

liked it and some didn’t like it.  We also had a large 

tent or awning which was very much appreciated. 
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At the Spring Field Day I did have one person 

volunteer to host a Field Day, and I have to admit 

that I lost your contact information.  So please call 

me at (319)331-1238 and that goes for anyone else 

that might be interested. 

And speaking of past field Days it is of sad heart 

that I share the fact that one name that will not be 

joining us for future Field Days and that is our one 

and only Dr. Jessie Randall who has taken a 

position with Michigan State U and will be moving 

to the UP.  He will be greatly missed. 

Our Fall Field Day plans are progressing and are 

scheduled for Oct 18
th

 so mark your calendar.  

Watch your mail box for details and registration 

information.  This Field day is being hosted by 

Grinnell College and Elizabeth Hill at their Conrad 

Environmental Research Area which is a superb 

facility that supports many of Grinnell’s field 

courses.  Its 365 acres of rolling topography, located 

10 miles west of campus, includes 150 acres of 

restored prairie grassland, 100 acres of riparian and 

upland forest, 14 acre lake, a half mile of the North 

Skunk river, nearly 15,000 native trees and shrubs, 

and a permanent field laboratory. This is a must see, 

so don’t miss this one! 

At our June Board meeting I was testing the 

waters to see who was going to take over as 

President as I am in my second term and that is all 

that is allowed under current By Laws.  Long story 

short we are going to ask for a By Laws change to 3 

years and I will do a third year, hopefully by then 

we will have built up some experienced members to 

take over.  Besides the way I look at things I 

couldn’t do any worse in that I lost the Forestry 

Bureau and almost got a 50% tax imposed on Forest 

Reserve Acres!! 

To end on a good note IWOA has been working 

on a sign post project for the State Fair Grounds 

which identifies a particular tree and when you scan 

the QR code on the sign post it takes you to our 

website for additional information. You can get 

more details by going to our website. Additionally 

we put out a plea on Listserve for folks to help at 

the State Fair with this project. 

Other good news, our mailings to forest Reserve 

Land owners have pushed our Membership to the 

500 mark! 

 

 

 
 

 
WHAT’S THAT LOG WORTH? 

By Steve Meyer--Editor 
 

Once again, Gretchen Cline, Consulting Forester 

with Geode Forestry in Swedesburg, Iowa, a 

company that helps broker timber sales, provided 

information for this report. 

The good news for timber owners and 

particularly timber owners thinking about a timber 

harvest is that prices are still strong with the 

exception of Red Oak and Silver Maple which have 

has backed off a bit according to Cline. This being 

the case, from the last issue of Timber Talk, 

combined with the info Cline provided me, here are 

the current prices. Black Walnut; $2.00-$4.00/board 

foot; White Oak; $0.55-$0.75/board foot; Red Oak; 

$0.30-$0.35/board foot; Black Cherry; $0.45-

$0.55/board foot; Sugar (hard) Maple; $0.40-

$0.55/board foot; Silver (soft) Maple; $0.30-

$0.35/board foot; Ash; $0.35-$0.50/board foot; 

Basswood; $0.20-$0.30/board foot; Hickory; $0.30-

$0.45/board foot; Elm; $0.10-$0.15/board foot; 

Aspen $.15/board foot. This is for woods-run (high 

and low grades combined) stumpage. For logs on 

the landing Cline says you can bump the price up 

another $.10 per board foot. 

Veneer quality Walnut fetches a higher price at 

$3-$15/board foot depending upon the quality 

according to Cline. She says a veneer quality log 

must have at least three clear sides from the ground 

up for at least 9 feet. Ideally the log needs to be at 

least 18 inches in diameter at chest height. A veneer 

buyer will want to see the cut log before they bid so 

they can see the color and the grain that’s inside. 

Cline says that Geode Forestry is working with 

some clients on fall sales right now so the January 

issue of Timber Talk could provide a whole 

different range of prices.  
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SAFETY CORNER 
From Paul Millice 

 

 
 

The picture is a hook to get you to check out this 

story.  Actually the pic is related to the storyline. 

The picture is of IWOA members Greg Redlin and 

Ron (Rocket) Sexton who were on the WMT 

Tractor Ride this year  

This story took place on June 13
th.

 A high school 

classmate had invited the class to come down and 

watch the WMT Tractorcade as it was scheduled to 

go past his Farm.  

As we were sitting there one classmate ask the 

other if he had heard about schoolmate X 

(Schoolmate X was as I remember him, a year 

behind our class a good looking very athletic young 

man) The classmate went on to tell that this school 

mate was cutting down a couple of trees and that the 

first one went well and he had the first one all 

blocked out.  Not certain which direction the second 

would fall, he started cutting.  At this point the hair 

on the back of my neck was starting to tingle as I 

listened intently.  He ended up getting the tree on 

the ground and all was well except for a small sliver 

that was still attached.  His first thought was to go 

back up to the buildings to get a dozer or skid steer.  

It was just a small sliver and his plan was to go 

really, really slow to be able to keep an eye on it.  

And at this point the alarm bells had already been 

going off in my head.  

He said that when he woke up the tree was a 

distance from the stump and he had to hunt for his 

glasses.  He made his way up to the shop and 

looked all over to find some paper towels to help 

control the bleeding.  (We all know our head is very 

vascular.)  At this point, he was some distance from 

home and probably should go there to get his wife.  

When he reached home his wife was not there so he 

headed on into the Washington County Hospital 

where he met his wife and they did some X-rays 

and a cat scan.  The ER Doc on duty said he could 

stitch him up there but they would do a much better 

job if he went up to Iowa City.  Off to Iowa City 

and had stitches in his mouth, and on his lips and 

face.  He also said that the worst part would be the 

couple thousand that he will have to spend on dental 

work.  This school mate has been heating with 

firewood for many years and is very experienced.  

We share this story to help raise awareness that this 

can happen to anyone and care must be taken when 

cutting down trees no matter how experienced you 

are! 

CLASSIFIEDS 
TIMBER TALK WANT ADS 

 
At the June 2017 IWOA Board meeting it was agreed 

that IWOA members can place a free want ad in Timber 

Talk for tree/timber related items.  These want ads will 

be limited to business card size and must not be for 

commercial or business purposes. One should email your 

requested want ad to Steve Meyer 60 days before the 

publish date.  We currently are publishing three times a 

year. April 1, Aug 1 and Dec 15th. Please note there are 

no guarantees on this free offer, if there is not space your 

request may have to wait for the next issue. Send want 

adds to the IWOA editor at gfdchief@netins.net. Please 

be sure to state IWOA WANT ADD in the subject line. 

 
 

Iowa Tree Farm Committee Officers 
 

Gretchen Cline, Chairman 

gretchencline@gmail.com 
 

Francis Main, Vice Chairman 

francismain@gmail.com 
 

Lisa Louck, Secretary 

l.louch@yahoo.com 
 

Agnes Kenney, Treasurer 

kennys@alpinecom.net 
 

Dr. Jesse Randall, ATF national correspondent 

randallj@iastate.edu 
 

The Iowa Tree farm system is affiliated with the American 
Tree Farm System and recognizes the efforts and 
accomplishments of individuals as related to their woodlands.  
If interested in becoming a Tree Farmer please contact your 
Iowa DNR District Forester for more information, help with 
creating a management plan, and filing an application to join. 

 

mailto:gfdchief@netins.net
mailto:gretchencline@gmail.com
mailto:francismain@gmail.com
mailto:l.louch@yahoo.com
mailto:kennys@alpinecom.net
mailto:randallj@iastate.edu
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TimberTalk  

Timber Talk, August 2018 
Iowa Woodland Owners Association 
PO Box 334 
North Liberty, IA   52317-0334 
IWOA Website: www.iowawoodlandowners.org 
 
Timber Talk is a newsletter published  
3 times per year to serve members of 
the Iowa Woodland Owners Association and the  
Iowa Tree Farmer’s Association.  

Become a Member of IWOA 
We invite you (or someone you might know) to 

become a member of the Iowa Woodland Owners 
Association 

__Member $20—woodland owner, voting 
__Associate Member $20—non-woodland owner, non-voting 
__Contributing Member $50—woodland owner, voting 
__Contributing Associate Member $50—non-woodland 
owner, non-voting 

 

Name_______________________________________ 
 

Address_____________________________________ 
 

City_________________________________________ 
 

State__________________ Zip___________________ 
 

Phone________________________________________ 
 

E-mail_______________________________________ 
 

Number of forest acres you own_________________ 
 

County in which you vote_______________________ 
 

Mail this completed form and check to: 
Cathy Wilkie 

IWOA Membership Secretary 
PO Box 334 

North Liberty, IA   52317 

PRSTD STD. 

U.S POSTAGE 

PAID 

Dyersville, IA 

Permit No. 28 

Dear Iowa Tree Farm Members, 
 

If your mailing label on this newsletter reads “ITF” 

after your name, you receive our newsletter via 

Iowa Woodland Owner’s Association joint 

newsletter mailing effort with the Iowa Tree Farm 

Members.  
 

If you are an ITF member, and would rather 

receive your copy of Timber Talk via e-mail rather 

than receive a paper copy in the mail, please e-mail 

Cathy Wilkie, IWOA Membership Secretary at 

cat_wilkie@yahoo.com, and put “ITF MEMBER 

REQUESTING ELECTRONIC COPY” in the 

subject line of your e-mail. Include your current 

mailing address in the body of the e-mail so I make 

sure I get the right person signed up for the 

electronic mailing.  
 

We appreciate the Iowa Tree Farm folks taking the 

time to read Timber Talk, and we would also like 

to ask you to consider becoming more involved in 

IWOA by becoming a full-fledged IWOA member. 
 

If you’d like to join, please fill out the form on the 

right, and send in with your dues payment. 

mailto:cat_wilkie@yahoo.com

