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Free 
IWOA Forestry Field Day 

Harpers Ferry, Iowa 

Tuesday April 24th, 2018 

**************************************************************************************************** 
 

9:30 to 10:00 am Registration---Coffee and Doughnuts provided 

10:00 am to 10:10 am Welcome by--- Paul Millice, Jesse Randall, Dave Asche, and host Lowell Engle 

 History of the Property ---- Lowell Engle 

Before lunch 2 Sessions 

10:10 am to 11:00 am Site visit 1992 Walnut planting and care ---- Dave Asche 

11:00 am to 12:00 am  First Planting 1972 and talk timber sale ---- Lowell Engle and Dave Asch 

12:00 am to 1 pm  Lunch & IWOA Woodland Owner of the Year Award  

 CWD update----Jim Jansen Iowa DNR  

 Please note: Bring a sack lunch and IWOA will provide the drinks 

1 Session after Lunch 

1 pm to 1:10pm  Travel to West side of Farm  

1:10 pm to 2:10 Visit CRP Plantings; Direct Seeding, Seedling Plantings; and Talk Tree  

 Tube challenges ---- Lowell Engle 

2:10 pm to 3:00 Tree Protection, Weed Control, Coppice---Jessie Randall 

 

Speakers: Paul Millice, IWOA; Dave Asche, Iowa DNR; Jim Jansen, Iowa DNR; Jesse 

Randall, ISU Extension Forestry; Lowell Engle, Host 

 

Address: 2290 Basswood Drive Harpers Ferry please note: the entrance drive is 

narrow and we will have to park on one side only. 

 

Directions from Harpers Ferry: (on the west edge of Harpers Ferry) Follow the IWOA Signs 

This is a free event. There are no advanced Registration Requirements, we ask everyone to bring a sack 

lunch. If you prefer the property is on the west edge of Harpers Ferry and you can easily run into town to 

one of the two restaurants for lunch.  
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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
By Dave Bartemes 

 

The Iowa Capitol building is a good place to go 

if you like surprises.  The surprise this year wasn’t 

that a bill to gut the Forest Reserve was introduced, 

but who introduced it and who co-sponsored it. 

Senate File 2069 would have raised taxes on all 

woodland owners who have woodlands and/or, 

orchards in the Forest and Fruit tree Reserve 

Program.  This program has been in place since 

1907 and has been successful by providing a tax 

credit for woodland owners and orchardists for 

more than 100 years.   

Senate File 2069 would raise the minimum 

acreage in reserve from two acres to five acres.  In 

addition it would impose a tax of 50% of assessed 

value on all forest and fruit tree plantations in the 

reserve.  The Coalition for Iowa’s Woodlands and 

Trees, along with IWOA and all our member 

organizations, has effectively opposed Senate File 

2069 for the time being. 

It’s important that our members know who the 

surprise group of senators is who supported this bill.  

They are: 

 Senator Amy Sinclair, (R) Wayne, Clark, 

Decatur, Jasper, Lucas, and Marion Counties. 

 Senator Ken Rozenboom, (R) Appanose, 

Mahaska, Marion Monroe,  andWapello 

Counties 

 Senator Waylon Brown, (R) Cerro Gordo, 

Chickasaw, Floyd, Howard, Mitchell, 

Winneshiek, and Worth Counties. 

 Senator Tom Shipley,(R) Adams, Cass 

Pottawattamie, and Union Counties. 

 Senator  Jason Schultz (R) Crawford, 

Harrison, Ida, Manona, Shelby, and 

Woodbury Counties. 

 Senator Jeff Edler, (R) Black Hawk, 

Marshall, and Tama Counties. 

 Senator Mark Chelgren, (R) Davis, Jefferson, 

Van Buren, and Wapalo Counties.. 

 Senator Dan Zumbach, (R) Buchanan, 

Delaware, Jones, and Linn Counties. 

 Senator Mark Segebart, (R) Audubon, Buena 

Vista, Carroll, Crawford, and Sac Counties. 

 Senator Mark Costello, (R) Fremont, Mills, 

Montgomery, Page, Ringgold, and Taylor 

Counties. 
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We are calling on all woodland and fruit tree 

growers from these counties to write, call, or email 

these senators and object to this legislation.  While 

the bill is dead for the current session, it will 

undoubtedly be re-introduced next year.  Many 

legislators perceive woodland owners and fruit tree 

growers as a disparate and loosely organized group 

that can easily be exploited to raise revenue.  A 

strong response in opposition to this bill will 

counter this notion and provide us with an 

opportunity to educate our legislators about the 

value of woodlands. 

When you speak with or write to a senator or 

representative, politely point out the following: 

1) Woodland Owners must wait 75 or more 

years to market a crop. 

2) Taxing woodland owners encourages them 

to remove the trees and plant row crops. 

3) Woodlands provide logs for Iowa’s $4 

billion forestry industry. 

4) The forestry industry is comprised of 

hundreds of small businesses principally 

located in rural towns. 

5) The forestry industry provides more than 

15,000 good paying jobs in areas that have a 

scarcity of job opportunities. 

6) Conversion of woodlands to row crops will 

further depress commodity prices. 

7) Woodlands conserve water and soil.  

8) Woodlands are normally marginal lands 

unsuited for crops.  Removal of trees will 

exacerbate erosion of the topsoil. 
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9) Woodlands support the important sport-

hunting and fishing industries. Deer and 

turkey need woodlands to survive. 

10) Iowa’s high quality walnut and oak is in 

demand by the world market. The export of 

logs brings cash into the state. 
 

In the late 1800’s and early 1900’s Iowa’s 

woodlands had been reduced from 12- 14% of the 

surface acreage to less than 2%.  The Forest 

Reserve has been a major driver in increasing the 

woodland acreage to today’s 7-8% of the land. 

You can locate your senator’s address, email and 

phone number easily on the Internet. Just Google 

“Iowa Legislators.” 

 
 

FOREST RESERVE LEGISLATION 
By Paul Millice, IWOA President 

 

In 1906 the Iowa Legislature passed a landowner 

property tax incentive known as the Forest and Fruit 

Tree Preservation Act to “reduce or eliminate property 

taxes to induce landowners to hold their poorer lands in 

timber not only as a source of farm income but also for 

erosion control, watershed protection and game cover.” 

On Monday, Feb 12, 2018, a number of groups 

descended on the State Capitol; first to show support for 

IWILL and to express our concerns about proposed 

legislation.  Of particular interest was SF 2069 to 

increase the property tax on Forest Reserve to 50% of 

assessed valuation and eliminate any acreage under 10 

acres to take effect on 1 Jan 2019. 

Those that spoke before the Senate Sub Committee 

represented a number of groups such as Trees Forever; 

Dave Bartemes with IWOA and the Coalition for 

Healthy Trees; Iowa Honey Producers; the Union Pacific 

and the Iowa Tree Farmers.  Those speaking on behalf of 

IWOA were IWOA members Al Wagner, Phil McCune, 

Dave Bartemes, Larry Rummels and myself.  

Additionally, our lobbyist Jim Obradovich also spoke. 

We were successful in preventing this particular bill 

from getting out of subcommittee. 

The Senator that spoke agreed that this was a bad bill 

but went on to say that something needs to be done.  

There is a feeling among Legislators that the Forest 

Reserve landowners are not paying “their fair share” Let 

that sink in! 

As Jim Obradovich said prior to the meeting “What 

has changed?” We should each evaluate” 

“What’s changed?” Let’s see………. 

1. The program is still working as intended. 

2. The Legislature has thrown millions of dollars at 

water quality problems with no fix in sight. 

3. Government has gotten, (I’ll just politely say) 

what word starts with”B” oh yah bigger works 

but not the word that I was thinking of. 

Can ya hear me now?  Those are words from an old 

cell provider commercial.  Where in the world is this 

going?  Communication is the key.  The next time a half 

dozen of us running to Des Moines may not sway the 

Legislators.  We need to get everyone involved. When I 

say everyone, I mean each IWOA and Tree Farm 

member. We need good contact information from all 

members such as home phone number and email 

address.  These Legislators will sit up and pay attention 

when their constituents are emailing and calling. I 

understand that we will not be able to get every Forest 

Reserve Landowner to join our organization, so each of 

us needs to reach out to our friends and neighbors, not 

just in times of crisis but we need to open the lines of 

communication now and let them know what is on the 

horizon, ask them what they think? 

This last time there were six Senators that sponsored 

SF 2069.  In the future, we may need to have voters from 

those Senator’s districts contact them at the first 

appearance of any adverse legislation. 
 

 

SURVEY 
The Forestry Advisory Council was formed under the 

direction of the DNR Natural Resources Commission to 

address concerns around changes made to the DNR’s 

Forestry Bureau. 

There were a couple of suggestion that have arisen 

that relate to alternative funding mechanisms for the 

Forestry Bureau. 

Illinois has a 4% termination tax on timber, meaning 

timber harvests would be taxed and that tax would go 

directly to the DNR Forestry Bureau for Forestry 

activities. 

Also Missouri has a $3 tax on Forest Reserve Acres 

with 1) $ going to the County for administration and 2) $ 

going to the Forestry Bureau. 

Please circle your thoughts on the subject and mail 

to: IWOA P.O. Box 334 North Liberty, IA 52317 

 

1. I would support a Termination Tax on Timber 

1. I would be opposed to a Termination Tax on Timber 

1. I don’t care either way 

 

2. I would support a $3 tax on Forest Reserve Acres. 

2. I would be opposed to a $3 tax on Forest Reserve 

Acres. 

2. I don’t care either way 
 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://24.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_mcrv6vNv6W1qit2sxo1_r2_1280.png&imgrefurl=http://signifikat.tumblr.com/post/34713991917&h=444&w=1280&sz=26&tbnid=mNWGXuHrFRHrcM:&tbnh=42&tbnw=120&prev=/search?q=tree+branch+clip+art+free&tbm=isch&tbo=u&zoom=1&q=tree+branch+clip+art+free&usg=__VeiSUfaySN9RZnl2p7hCzyyEhcQ=&docid=C5PoIEywo_gN-M&sa=X&ei=7P3IUbD9AeXW0gHY-4H4Aw&ved=0CDIQ9QEwAg&dur=46
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DEER ADVISORY MEETING 
Feb 19, 2018 

From Chuck Semler 

IWOA Deer Representative 
 

Many representatives from different departments 

of the DNR were present to hear the presentation 

and listen to comments, suggestions and questions 

from attendees. Also present at the meeting were 

representatives from Ag business, Iowa Chapter of 

Wildlife and Habitat, ISU Extension Service, 

Pheasants Forever, IWOA and several others. 

Tyler Harms, a wildlife biometrician with the 

DNR, gave the talk. The goal of the DNR is to 

balance hunting, viewing, economy tourism and 

food (HUSH). On the negative side considerations 

include, deer health, agricultural damage and 

accidents. They use 6 different methods to estimate 

the number of deer in each area of the state. 

Licenses for this last year increased only 476 to 

338,145 but harvest was up 4,176 to 105,573 for a 

4% increase. The Iowa deer herd had been quite 

high until 2009 when actions were taken to reduce 

the herd size. By 2012 a manageable size was 

reached. Through careful monitoring and making 

slight adjustments the number of deer in Iowa has 

remained stable since 2012.  

Last year the DNR reduced some of the 

antlerless tags in a couple of southern counties 

because, although available, they weren’t being 

sold. These were allocated to northeast Iowa. 

Interestingly, the harvest in those southern counties 

increased. They also hoped to reduce the 

concentration of deer in the northeast corner of the 

state as this is where they have identified some 

CWE (chronic wasting encephalopathy). Over 

population tends to spread this disease. 

This next season will see an increase of 1850 

tags involving 9 counties while one county will 

have a reduction of 150. Because of a reduced 

population of deer in northwest Iowa the DNR will 

not issue antlerless tags until the second shotgun 

season. There will be some shifting of nonresident 

tags also. 

The hope is to sustain the harvest each year 

between 100,000 and 120,000 deer. 

We IWOA members have different mindsets on 

this subject as some want the deer population 

reduced because they are trying to grow perfect 

trees for later harvest or wonderful Christmas trees 

which deer like to eat. Others enjoy habitat or like 

hunting deer. The saying from last year’s meeting 

applies this year also. If all these different factions 

are unhappy, then the herd size is about right. 

 
SAFETY CORNER 

As foresters or woodland owners we get to spend 

a lot of time in the outdoors.  What we may not 

realize is how lucky we are. There has been 

considerable research done that indicates that being 

outdoors is scientifically beneficial to our health. I 

read an article recently that dealt with the 

advantages of being outdoors. However, not being 

able to find the article, I Googled “benefits of being 

outdoors.” The benefits are many:  

 Being outdoors provides your daily dose of 

Vitamin D which has great disease-fighting 

powers. 

 It improved short term memory and 

increases alertness. 

 It restores mental energy and helps improve 

mental health. 

 It reduces stress which can reduce blood 

pressure and heart rate. 

 Being outdoors reduces inflammation, helps 

mitigate pain and give the immune system a 

boost. 

 It improves vision. 

 It improves concentration, restores your 

focus and enhances creativity. 

 Being outdoors provides an opportunity to 

remain physically fit. 
 

All this while enjoying nature and the natural 

beauty of our woods and wildlife. 

As John Muir proclaimed in Our National Parks: 

“Nature’s peace will flow into you as sunshine 

flows into trees. The winds will blow their own 

freshness into you, and the storms their energy, 

while cares will drop off like autumn leaves.”  

We are truly blessed to have this opportunity! 

Enjoy your woods! 

Larry Wiley 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Our-National-Parks-John-Muir/dp/0871566265/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1496857744&sr=1-1&keywords=our+national+parks+john+muir
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PRESIDENTS COLUMN 
By Paul Millice, IWOA President 

 

I’m on a roll! Things are coming together, The 

Spring Field Day is set for April 24
th

 in Harpers 

Ferry--see attached flyer.  Please note that we are 

suggesting folks bring a sack lunch as timing is 

short and I don’t have a clue as to how many folks 

may show up.  This is a real neat property and a 

great number of stories to go along with the 

plantings.  Just a beautiful location! 

We are still looking for a Fall Field Day host, all 

you have to do is to contact me to show off your 

hard work. 

We were at the State Capitol again on March 7
th

 

talking with Legislators and trying to find funding 

for DNR Forestry Bureau. Kevin Karr was also 

there to demonstrate a proto type of signposts that 

will be installed on the State Fairgrounds, stay 

tuned for more information.  

The Tri State Forestry Conference was held on 

Sat March 10
th

.  This was another good one, in fact 

I have never had a bad or even a mediocre one.  I 

always come home energized and full of new useful 

information. It was nice to see IWOA well 

represented again this year. 

Election of board members will be coming up in 

the fall.  We will elect three board members.  I 

would like to have more than three names on the 

ballot.  This is a great opportunity to work with a 

great bunch of Board members for a wonderful 

organization.  And as always I tell folks that this 

will look good on your resume!  Contact us soon. 
 

REACTIVE–PROACTIVE, 

With the under current related to the Forest 

Reserve Act as well as the changes made to the 

DNR’s Forestry Bureau we have just been reacting.  

I would suggest that we need to get active, 

proactive.  Each and every one of us needs to get 

involved.  We need to contact our Legislators as 

well as the Governor.  We need to be attending 

Legislative Forums and let our Legislators and the 

Governor know that we are deeply concerned and 

that we VOTE!  Share our concerns with your 

friends and neighbors. We are going to use some 

Data Tracking to capture the county which you vote 

in for our membership list.  So when Senator X 

sponsors a bill or is on a committee or 

subcommittee we can quickly determine which 

IWOA members are represented by Senator X and 

then have our IWOA members from that Senators 

County make contact with Senator X.   

Phew, I feel like that little boy in the back of the 

classroom who asks the teacher if he can be excused 

because his head is full. 

 
THINKING ABOUT A CABIN? 

By Ed Kocal—IWOA Board Member 
 

 
 

Many of us as forest landowners have had the 

thought of building or moving a cabin, shed, or 

other structure onto our property.  Here are some 

things to consider before making that decision. 

1. What are my desired uses?  These can be 

anything from simply having a place to get 

out of the weather such as a small picnic 

shelter, to having a building such as a pole 

building, big enough to house a small 

sawmill operation. Maybe you desire an area 

for drying lumber and/or storing machinery. 

Maybe you’re even thinking along the lines 

of a hunting lodge or guest house. 

2. How much will I use it?  If you are thinking 

about accommodations for staying 

overnight, you need to consider distance 

from home and whether you are likely to 

stay overnight or just drive home at the end 

of the day spent on your property.  

3. How much will it cost?  This is probably the 

biggest factor to consider for most of us. 

This falls back to intended usage and such 

things as:  desiring a source of potable water 

onsite, electricity, heat or even A/C, and 

wastewater treatment such a septic system or 

holding tank.  As solar and wind power 

become more feasible, you should consider 

these sources as well. You should check 

with your county planning and zoning office 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://24.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_mcrv6vNv6W1qit2sxo1_r2_1280.png&imgrefurl=http://signifikat.tumblr.com/post/34713991917&h=444&w=1280&sz=26&tbnid=mNWGXuHrFRHrcM:&tbnh=42&tbnw=120&prev=/search?q=tree+branch+clip+art+free&tbm=isch&tbo=u&zoom=1&q=tree+branch+clip+art+free&usg=__VeiSUfaySN9RZnl2p7hCzyyEhcQ=&docid=C5PoIEywo_gN-M&sa=X&ei=7P3IUbD9AeXW0gHY-4H4Aw&ved=0CDIQ9QEwAg&dur=46


6 

 

to see what the requirements are for adding 

amenities such as these. 

4. Access. Do you want a building that is easy 

to get to from a public road or one that is out 

of sight from the road and out of mind?  

Will you be able to access it during wet or 

snowy conditions? Will you need to improve 

the access to the intended location? If you 

do plan on running electricity to your 

building, this cost may be the major 

determining factor.  

5. Security.  Remote cameras are an 

inexpensive way to monitor your property, 

especially if you don’t reside there. You 

have an advantage if you have trusted 

neighbors that are located to where they can 

keep an eye on your building or the access 

road to your building.  Locked gates are a 

good deterrent as well. If you do not have a 

secure location or have had problems in 

your neighborhood with trespass or theft, 

you may not want to consider not having 

items of value in your building.  You can 

always purchase cabin items at yard sales 

and haul your atv, tractor, and other 

equipment with you to your property. 

6. Maintenance.  Unfortunately, everything we 

add requires maintenance to some degree.  

This is where careful selection of building 

materials and added utilities and comforts 

come into play.  Wood siding on a cabin 

looks rustic and fitting for the woods but it 

involves periodic retreatment of the exterior. 

Also, I have found that squirrels and 

chipmunks love to chew on treated wood.  

Metal siding and roofing may be the best 

option for upkeep.   Also, with any building 

you will have to deal with insects and 

spiders as they seem to find the smallest 

opening to the inside! 

7. Location.  Where do you want this building? 

If it is a cabin, you need to consider your 

views from the desired location as well as 

access.  I would suggest a location where 

you can drive your vehicle to since there 

will always be things to load and unload.  

Also, you may be surprised to find out how 

unlevel your “ideal” building site actually is!  

You will likely need to haul in several tons 

of road rock to make a level, raised pad that 

allows for adequate drainage. Whatever fill 

material you choose, it should be compacted 

in layers. Also, what about tree coverage? 

Do you want shade or are you concerned 

about limbs falling onto the building during 

bad storms? You may need to do some 

overhead pruning on trees that hang over or 

maybe even eliminate some trees with poor 

structure near your building.  It is much 

easier to do this before you build. 

8. Property insurance.  If you desire this, you 

need to contact your insurance agent to see 

if coverage for your new structure is needed.  

Some existing homeowner policies will 

automatically cover your added building 

whereas others will require you to add 

coverage.  Having a wood burning stove 

may be a factor in cost as well.  

9. Do I build onsite or haul it in?  This depends 

on the size of the building and how fast you 

want the building in place.  It generally 

takes longer to have a building built onsite.  

However, there are restrictions on height 

and width for hauling a building down a 

public road. A DOT permit may be required.  

Your builder or supplier is usually 

responsible for this aspect and should know 

what the restrictions are. If you have power 

lines or trees on your property that you will 

need to pass under, this could be an issue.  

Lastly, if your building is not affixed to the 

ground and in a location that can be windy, 

you should anchor it with auger-style 

anchors and cable or chain.  These can be 

purchased from your builder or you can buy 

them at a home store. 

10. Additional property taxes.  Depending on 

the size, usage, and whether or not it is part 

of a farm operation will determine this.  It is 

a good idea to check with your tax preparer 

beforehand! 
 

As you can see there are many things to consider.  I 

hope you are not discouraged from adding a structure 

after reading this!  If you are like me, planning can 

actually be the fun part, and even though it may take 

awhile to figure things out, you will be rewarded with 

the fact that you won’t be saying “if I had to do it over 

again, I would’ve…..” so much. Lastly, I will repeat the 

slogan of a nearby shed builder in my area: “Everyone 

Needs A Little Structure”!!! 
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NON-NATIVE TREE OF THE 

QUARTER 

EUROPEAN BEECH 

FAGUS SYLVATICA 
By Tom Brady--IWOA Board Member 

 

 
 

European Beech is a densely pyramidal, oval, or 

rounded tree that branches to the ground. It's slow 

growing, but will attain a height of 60' or more. It 

has some unique features that make it exceptional. 

The bark is thin, medium gray, and smooth. 

Mature trunks look like an elephant's leg, a beauty 

unmatched by other trees, or elephants for that 

matter. The stems are numerous, thin, slightly zig-

zag, and olive-green in color. 

The buds are unusually long (1") and pointed. 

The leaves are one of the last to open in the Spring, 

but are worth the wait. They unfold as a shimmering 

green of unmatched beauty. They gradually change 

to dark lustrous green with a lighter green 

underside. Their Fall color is russet to rich bronze. 

They do not fall from the tree, but will stay into the 

Winter. Some will not fall until the following 

Spring. They are alternate, simple, and 2” to 4” long 

by half as wide, although some are larger. They are 

more or less oval with a smooth (untoothed) wavy 

edge. 

Male and female flowers are held on the same 

tree. They are inconspicuous. 

The fruit is a triangular nut 5/8" long. There are 

usually two enclosed in a 3/4 to 1" hard, woody, 

four lobed, bristly husk, born singly on a short 

stock. 

There is an American Beech (also not native to 

Iowa), but oddly enough European Beech is a much 

better choice. American Beech require an acidic soil 

to prosper, which is pretty rare in Iowa, while 

European Beech is more tolerant of our soils. From 

a temperature standpoint, both are hardy in all of 

Iowa. 

I bought 10 trees in 1995 and 10 more in 1999. 

The ones I bought in '99 arrived late and were in 

poor condition and did not survive. So much for 

bargain hunting. All the '95 planting are still around 

though. I planted them in one of our "no-mow" 

areas until they grew to about 8'. I then transplanted 

all but 2 to the golf course proper. I planted them on 

each side of a cart path. I was trying to duplicate a 

look I had seen in a tree book where European 

Beech had been used to line a street, which I 

thought was very stunning. I'm sure that our golfers 

consider these, and all trees, to be just obstacles, but 

I'm pleased with my efforts. I've had to aggressively 

trim limbs to expose the beautiful smooth, gray 

bark. Otherwise they would grow to the ground 

which is not the look I want. I have them trimmed 

to about 8'. They range from 20 to 25', but no seed 

yet. I recommend this tree. It can be stunningly 

beautiful. 

 

 

 

IWOA WOODLAND OWNER OF THE YEAR 
 

In order to provide recognition for all of the great 

work and effort that our members put forth in 

maintaining their wooded areas we have decided  to 

provide a Walnut laser engraved plaque in the shape 

of the State of Iowa.  

This plaque will be provided the land owner that 

hosts our Fall Field Day/Annual meeting. 

Apply now.  The sooner we start planning the 

smoother this process will be for all. 

Email board member Ed Kocal   

edkocal@yahoo.com or Paul Millice 

pmillice@aol.com or if you don’t do email then 

Paul Millice 2254 Black Diamond Rd SW Iowa 

City IA 52240 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:edkocal@yahoo.com
mailto:pmillice@aol.com
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The IWOA Board 
 

Paul Millice, President 
pmillice@aol.com 

 

Al Wagner, Vice-president 
wagnera@netins.net  

 

Ann Schneckloth 
ann@mfgraffix.com 

 

Ed Kocal 
edkocal@yahoo.cdom 

 

Allan Rathje 
alrathje9@gmail.com 

 

Phil McCune 
arcadiafarm2000@yahoo.com 

 

Tom Brady 
treesrme8@gmail.com 

 

Robert Jefferson 
bandbjefferson@hotmail.com 

 

Russ Glime 
r.glime634@gmail.com 

 

IWOA Support Staff 
Cathy Wilkie, Membership Secretary 

CAT_Wilkie@yahoo.com 
 

Sherri Sisson, Treasurer 
Sherri227th@gmail.com 

 

Minutes of the Iowa Woodland Owners 
Association March 7, 2018 

 

Previous to the meeting, Iowa Woodland Owners 

Association Board members Paul Millice, Russ 

Glime, AL Wagner, Phil McCune, and Ann 

Schneckloth were in attendance at the 7:30 am 

Trees Forever Breakfast at Room 15 at the Iowa 

State Capitol Building on March 7, 2018. Also 

attending with IWOA were Dave Bartemes and 

Kevin Karr.  We were introduced to Jeff Goertner, 

Head of the State Forest Nursery and head of 

Forestry under the DNR. Shannon Ramsay, 

President of Trees Forever, addressed everyone and 

then turned it over to our lobbyist, Jim Obradovich. 

He briefed us on simple ideas to talk with our 

Senators and especially our Representatives. The 

Utility Company bill that has a provision under the 

present law for these companies to reforest and 

ecologically enhance Iowa with a percentage of 

their funds is being voted on by the House of 

Representatives. We were also told to ask for 

increased funding for Forest Health. The Legislators 

also need to know we are looking at all the possible 

alternatives to reinstate the DNR Forestry Bureau. 

REAP funding should be increased, and the IWILL 

initiative funding for the Natural Resources Trust 

Fund be voted in. The rest of the morning was spent 

talking to our individual Representatives. Larry 

Wiley had our banners and a display table with 

IWOA flyers set up in the Rotunda. Many retired 

foresters were there to give advice. Then the IWOA 

Board members went to the cafeteria in the lower 

level for lunch and to secure a table for the Board 

meeting. 

 

The meeting was called to order by President 

Paul Millice at 12:21 pm. Board members present 

were Russ Glime, Paul Millice, Phil McCune, Al 

Wagner, Tom Brady, and Ann Schneckloth. Also 

present were Dave Bartemes, Kevin Karr, and Jon 

Schneckloth. Russ made a motion to accept the 

minutes of the last meeting, Tom seconded, and 

they were approved. The Financial report was 

discussed. Kevin said that PayPal causes the amount 

for dues to not equal the amount it should be if all 

paid with cash.  There is a 10% fee charged by 

PayPal. Al made a motion to approve the Finance 

Report, Tom seconded, and it was approved. The 

Membership Report was discussed. There are 

currently 408 members, and have been added from 

the new mail campaign. Kevin said he and Cathy 

Wilke, our Membership Secretary, are working on 5 

counties in Iowa. He said we even need to update 

some of the counties records that are 3 years old. 

Dave said that we need to know the total acres of 

Iowa's Forest Reserve to compare with 37,391.12 

acres owned by IWOA members. Al made a motion 

to continue with the mailings, Ann seconded, and 

the motion carried. Al then made a motion to accept 

the Membership Report, Russ seconded, and the 

motion carried. Kevin asked if we should keep 

giving free new memberships. Al said it is minimal 

cost to us, and half or more renew with paid 

memberships. Al made a motion to continue giving 

some free memberships to new applicants, Russ 

seconded, and the motion carried. 

The Spring Field Day will be near Harper's Ferry 

on April 24. Jesse Randall is on the afternoon 

mailto:pmillice@aol.com
mailto:wagnera@netins.net
mailto:edkocal@yahoo.cdom
mailto:alrathje9@gmail.com
mailto:arcadiafarm2000@yahoo.com
mailto:treesrme8@gmail.com
mailto:bandbjefferson@hotmail.com
mailto:r.glime634@gmail.com
mailto:CAT_Wilkie@yahoo.com
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schedule, and the DNR District Manager will talk 

about Chronic Wasting Disease. At noon there will 

be a talk from the Representative of that district. A 

plaque for Woodland Owner of the Year will be 

presented to the owner of the property where the 

field day is held. IWOA will supply porta-potties, 

coffee and donuts. 

Kevin gave an update on the Tree Identification 

Project. He showed a mock-up of the information 

that will be put on plastic stakes at the Iowa State 

Fairgrounds near each special tree. There will be a 

picture of the tree species, and 2 phone reader cards 

that 1) will give information about the IWOA, and 

2) the tree's special qualities. This is a good project 

and a way to get ourselves known. Kevin said that 

the stakes and starter kit is $449, and then added 

parts will be a little over $300. Al made a motion to 

spend the money needed to complete the Tree ID 

Project, Phil seconded, and the motion passed. 

Paul said that many of the Board Assignments 

are being handled. Russ has done a very good job 

getting updates on the IWOA web site. 

Paul said that we will need to spend some money 

on the plaques that we give for hosting field days.  

We will need 2 per year. Tom made a motion to 

spend what it costs to have them made, Al 

seconded, and the motion passed. 

Paul attended the Forestry Advisory Council 

meeting. Ideas for the DNR were put on the table. 

One is to allow logs to be taken from the State 

Parks and the money from those sales be deposited 

for support of a Forestry Bureau. Dave said that the 

general public does not understand the culling of 

trees, especially in their parks. Another idea is to 

put a severance tax on logs at the time of harvest on 

woodland owners. A 4% tax was suggested. It is a 

can of worms but it has potential. Dave will talk to 

other groups and give feedback to Paul. 

Paul did checking on the Iowa State Forestry 

Scholarship with their representative, Sarah 

Roelphs. He wanted to make sure there is only one 

scholarship per year given by IWOA.  Also it 

should be given to an Iowan. All contracts are 

probably open ended. 

Larry Wiley covered the Kirkwood Garden and 

the Prairie View events with IWOA brochures and 

information. No new members were gotten from 

that. 

There will be no mass mailings to the particular 

counties with Representatives on the committees. 

Cathy will make the information user friendly so 

that certain Senators can be zeroed in. Phil may be 

able to help with membership mailings. 

A site for the Fall Field Day was discussed. The 

Iowa state Fairgrounds could be a good place and 

we could view the Tree ID Project and interpretive 

trail. Our Legislators could be invited. 

Our next Board meeting will be Wednesday, 

June 20 2018 at the Ronnenburg Restaurant in 

Amana, Iowa, at 10:00 am. 
 

Ann Schneckloth, Secretary. It is noted that these 

minutes have not been approved by the Board of the 

IWOA 

 
WHAT’S THAT LOG WORTH? 

By Steve Meyer--Editor 
 

Editor’s note: I started this column last issue on a bit 

of a whim. I had an overwhelming response with a lot of 

pleas to continue this. So you can all look forward to this 

being a regular feature. There will likely be times when 

there will be little change from issue to issue. As those of 

who have been in this a while know, price swings in the 

log market follow a longer curve than grain commodity 

prices. 
 

For timber owners looking to sell logs the news 

is good. Since the last issue of Timber Talk prices 

have remained high and steady but for some 

species; primarily Red Oak, Black Cherry and Ash 

the prices have gone up by as much as a quarter per 

board foot. 

Once again, Gretchen Cline, Consulting Forester 

with Geode Forestry in Swedesburg, Iowa, a 

company that helps broker timber sales, provided 

information for this report. Cline gives the 

following current prices: Black Walnut; $2.00-

$4.00/board foot; White Oak; $0.55-$0.75/board 

foot; Red Oak; $0.40-$0.60/board foot; Black 

Cherry; $0.45-$0.55/board foot; Sugar (hard) 

Maple; $0.40-$0.55/board foot; Silver (soft) Maple; 

$0.25-$0.45/board foot; Ash; $0.35-$0.50/board 

foot; Basswood; $0.20-$0.30/board foot; Hickory; 

$0.30-$0.45/board foot; Elm; $0.10-$0.15/board 
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foot; Aspen $.15/board foot. This is for woods-run 

(high and low grades combined) stumpage. For logs 

on the landing Cline says you can bump the price up 

another $.10 per board foot. 

Veneer quality Walnut fetches a higher price at 

$3-$15/board foot depending upon the quality 

according to Cline. She says a veneer quality log 

must have at least three clear sides from the ground 

up for at least 9 feet. Ideally the log needs to be at 

least 18 inches in diameter at chest height. A veneer 

buyer will want to see the cut log before they bid so 

they can see the color and the grain that’s inside. 

Overall, Cline does not see the market going 

down substantially in the near future. She adds 

though, that with species like Red Oak, because it is 

such an abundant tree, whenever there is an increase 

in price there is a surge in Red Oak logs coming to 

market that tends to force the price back down. 

With Ash, one thing that is fueling the demand is a 

decreasing supply due to the Emerald Ash Borer 

problem.  

Cline says that right now the biggest markets for 

US timber are China, Viet Nam, Canada and 

Mexico. Pakistan is taking in a lot of Ash. United 

Arab Emirates is also an emerging market that is 

using a lot of high quality hardwoods. China seems 

to be buying everything that is available. 
 
 

HARDWOODS LOG GRADING HANDBOOK 
 

From the University of Tennessee Institute of 

Agriculture—a 25 page pocket guide that is quite 

useful. Find it at:  

https://extension.tennessee.edu/publications/Doc

uments/PB1772.pdf 

 

TO DE-VINE OR NOT DE-VINE 

THAT IS THE QUESTION 
By Lisa Louck 

District Forester, Iowa DNR, Wapello, Iowa 
 

Forest management, though it’s a pretty simple term, 

the implementation can be very complex.  You know if 

you’ve ever attended a field day that foresters and land 

owners/managers can often disagree on many aspects of 

how to best manage your forest.  Ideally, when making 

forest management decisions you are managing for the 

entire forest ecosystem, which makes for multiple 

possibilities of what is best and many differing opinions 

of how to get there.  And while it is true that every forest 

is unique, it’s also true that similarities of management 

recommendations can occur statewide and-gasp-many 

foresters might actually agree on similar 

outcomes/recommendations.   

One point I recently polled many of our foresters is 

the question of vines in our woodlands.  In short, if it’s 

native and not overly completing with crop tree or 

desirable growth-leave it.  Those vines have evolved as 

part of our forests and are well adapted to our native 

trees, and the trees are adapted to the native vines.  

Vines don’t waste energy and time building the strong 

woody core to hold themselves up, but rather hitch a ride 

on our trees to grab some of that coveted sunlight, which 

makes them a “work smarter not harder” type of 

woodland plant!  These vines contribute to the forest 

community with some wildlife value as well as some 

pretty awesome fall color, so despite the free ride up the 

tree these vines carry their weight.  If a vine isn’t native, 

then that is a different conversation and those vines will 

likely require control and management. 

Some of our native vines include Grape, Poison Ivy, 

Virginia creeper, Greenbriar, with lesser amounts of 

American bittersweet, woodbine and moonseed that 

aren’t as common.  Vines like grape, Virginia creeper, 

greenbriar, American bittersweet and poison ivy have 

great wildlife value of fruits/seeds used by mostly birds 

and also some small mammals.  Some vines become 

large and the weight can be an issue, like poison ivy and 

grape that can be as large as 3” diameter.  Greenbriar 

and Virginia creeper both stay relatively small and 

therefore never have the weight issue of other vines.  

Many foresters agree that taking any larger vine off 

walnut crop tree or any good walnut tree is 

recommended.  If you consider the very open and sparse 

nature of walnut branch structure and their shortened 

growing season, it is no wonder vines seem to love to 

pick on walnuts to obtain the most light and space in the 

canopy.  Most other crop tree species like oak, hickory, 

cherry, elm (and if you can’t grow the good stuff, then 

maple) have much more dense branching structure and 

don’t seem overly affected by even large vines. The 

exception where you would remove vines from any tree 

species is in young seedling and sapling stage of growth 

where vines are covering over tree canopy or trees are 

being dragged down by vine growth.   

If a vine needs to go, there are different methods for 

different vines that might work best.  Just like girdling a 

tree kills the top growth and that is all that is needed to 

growth and space for nearby trees, it is not necessary to 

pull vines out of trees (unless overtopping very young 

trees), you just have to cut and possibly treat lower stem 

to prevent re-sprouting.  When crop tree release is done 

it’s often not needed to apply herbicide to cut stumps 

because trees we are managing for are in the upper 
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canopy and we don’t have to worry about young, brushy 

growth from re-sprouting girdled tree.  I would argue 

that vines are similar in that you can cut large vine to 

remove from walnut but the re-sprout of any vine will 

take many years to ever become an issue again.  Grape 

vine is very tough and one that would need a chainsaw 

or hand saw to cut, and grape pushes out large amounts 

of sap when cut, especially in late winter/spring so if 

treating with chemical consider time of year.  Poison ivy 

can be pulled off tree-with gloved hand- and stomped at 

base to easily break vine.   

(Grape has a dark, thin and shredded bark appearance 

and can grow upwards of 3-4” diameter and uses woody 

tendrils to grab the next branch to climb up further on 

the tree.  Poison ivy has many hairs all along vine and 

can get 2-3” diameter.  Virginia creeper has 5 leaves 

unlike the 3 of poison ivy and only has “hairs” at 

segments along stem.  If you look closely at the “hairs” 

you will see they are really small stems with mini 

adhesive discs to attach on host tree.  Greenbriar vine 

seldom grows too far up on any tree, but unless you are 

really allergic to poison ivy this may be your most hated 

vine.  This green vine is covered with countless sharp 

briars/thorns up to ¾” long and is the least fun to walk 

through.) 

If you are ever in doubt of a vine damaging or 

slowing down a crop tree’s growth, you could cut it.  For 

the overall health of the forest ecosystem and all it 

provides for, save yourself some work and keep the 

habitat. 

 

IWOA MAILING ADDRESS 
 

The IWOA now has a mailing address.   

Iowa Woodland Owners Association 

P.O. Box 334 

North Liberty, IA 52317-0334 
 

SOAP BOX 
From Paul Millice, IWOA President 

 

The Iowa Environmental Council invited IWOA 

and the Tree Farmers to participate in their 

Environmental Day on March 22nd at the Capitol.  

Larry Wiley, Al Wagner and I attended.  There 

were quite a few groups in attendance.  The Iowa 

DNR had a booth there representing REAP.  Later 

in the day I did get to speak with Director Gipp and 

later Deputy Director Bruce Trautman.  I was 

telling the DNR Officials that we have been 

advocating for all of our membership to get in 

regular contact with their Legislators.  That’s when 

it kinda hit me; I have been up on a Soap Box 

preaching to our membership.  Let’s start a column 

in our Newsletter called the “Soap Box”.  It’s open 

to anyone that has any thoughts, concerns or gripes 

about anything related to Trees and Forestry in Iowa   

Just send it to our Editor Steve Meyer 

gfdchief@netins.net  

I was able to make personal contact with my 

Senator and Representative again! 

 
CLASSIFIEDS 

TIMBER TALK WANT ADS 
 
At the June 2017 IWOA Board meeting it was agreed 

that IWOA members can place a free want ad in Timber 

Talk for tree/timber related items.  These want ads will 

be limited to business card size and must not be for 

commercial or business purposes. One should email your 

requested want ad to Steve Meyer 60 days before the 

publish date.  We currently are publishing three times a 

year. April 1, Aug 1 and Dec 15th. Please note there are 

no guarantees on this free offer, if there is not space your 

request may have to wait for the next issue. Send want 

adds to the IWOA editor at gfdchief@netins.net. Please 

be sure to state IWOA WANT ADD in the subject line. 

 

 

 
 

Iowa Tree Farm Committee Officers 
 

Larry Wiley, Acting Chairman 
wileyfam@netins.net 

 

Aaron Lumley, Secretary 
Aaron.Lumley@dnr.iowa.gov 

 

Lisa Louck, Treasurer 
Lisa.Louck@dnr.iowa.gov 

 

Dr. Jesse Randall, ATF national correspondent 
randallj@iastate.edu 

 

The Iowa Tree farm system is affiliated with the American 
Tree Farm System and recognizes the efforts and 
accomplishments of individuals as related to their woodlands.  
If interested in becoming a Tree Farmer please contact your 
Iowa DNR District Forester for more information, help with 
creating a management plan, and filing an application to join. 

 

mailto:gfdchief@netins.net
mailto:gfdchief@netins.net
mailto:Lisa.Louck@dnr.iowa.gov
mailto:randallj@iastate.edu
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TimberTalk  

Timber Talk, April 2018 
Iowa Woodland Owners Association 
PO Box 334 
North Liberty, IA   52317-0334 
IWOA Website: www.iowawoodlandowners.org 
 
Timber Talk is a newsletter published  
3 times per year to serve members of 
the Iowa Woodland Owners Association and the  
Iowa Tree Farmer’s Association. 

Become a Member of IWOA 
We invite you (or someone you might know) to 

become a member of the Iowa Woodland Owners 
Association 

__Member $20—woodland owner, voting 
__Associate Member $20—non-woodland owner, non-voting 
__Contributing Member $50—woodland owner, voting 
__Contributing Associate Member $50—non-woodland 
owner, non-voting 

 

Name_______________________________________ 
 

Address_____________________________________ 
 

City_________________________________________ 
 

State__________________ Zip___________________ 
 

Phone________________________________________ 
 

E-mail_______________________________________ 
 

Number of forest acres you own_________________ 
 

County in which you vote_______________________ 
 

Mail this completed form and check to: 
Cathy Wilkie 

IWOA Membership Secretary 
80 Circle Drive #4 

North Liberty, IA   52317 

PRSTD STD. 

U.S POSTAGE 

PAID 

Dyersville, IA 

Permit No. 28 

Dear Iowa Tree Farm Members, 
 

If your mailing label on this newsletter reads “ITF” 

after your name, you receive our newsletter via 

Iowa Woodland Owner’s Association joint 

newsletter mailing effort with the Iowa Tree Farm 

Members.  
 

If you are an ITF member, and would rather 

receive your copy of Timber Talk via e-mail rather 

than receive a paper copy in the mail, please e-mail 

Cathy Wilkie, IWOA Membership Secretary at 

cat_wilkie@yahoo.com, and put “ITF MEMBER 

REQUESTING ELECTRONIC COPY” in the 

subject line of your e-mail. Include your current 

mailing address in the body of the e-mail so I make 

sure I get the right person signed up for the 

electronic mailing.  
 

We appreciate the Iowa Tree Farm folks taking the 

time to read Timber Talk, and we would also like 

to ask you to consider becoming more involved in 

IWOA by becoming a full-fledged IWOA member. 
 

If you’d like to join, please fill out the form on the 

right, and send in with your dues payment. 

mailto:cat_wilkie@yahoo.com

