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IWOA FALL FIELD DAY 
 

The IWOA Fall Field Day was held Oct 9
th

 at 

Macbride State Park. 159 people attended. 

Presenters and topics included a History of Lake 

McBride Park, Ron Puettmann; ID and 

Management of Woodland Invasives, David Wehde 

& Jeremy Rieck; Forest Health Update, Tivon 

Feeley; Weed Tree Removal/Rx Fire - Joe Herring 

and Ron Puettmann; Planting with Tree Tubes, 

Mark Vitosh; Tree Harvesting & Re-establishment, 

David Bridges. 
 

 
 

Ron Puettmann (Park Manager Lake Mcbride State 

Park) talks about Weed Tree Removal/Rx Fire at 

the IWOA Fall Field Day. 
 

 
 

Iowa DNR Forest Health Program Leader Tivon 

Feeley talks about threats to Iowa Woodlands 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Iowa State Extension Forester Jessie Randall (R) 

and District Forester Mark Vitosh talking about tree 

shelters/cages for seedlings where there is heavy 

deer pressure. 
 

Photos provided by Paul Millice 
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YOU KNOW ABOUT THE MILKWEED, 
BUT HAVE YOU HEARD 

ABOUT THE OAKS? 
 

By Lisa Louck 

District Forester, Iowa DNR, Wapello, Iowa 
 

Pollinators, that’s the buzz word this last year or 

so, and with good reason! These little buzzing, 

flying and fluttering wonders provide so much for 

us to use and enjoy, I thought I could share some of 

the lesser known ways that we (and our woodlands) 

can give back! 

When I thought of pollinators it was flowering 

prairie, monarchs and honey bees that came to 

mind, but I have been learning there is so much 

more to the picture. Native bees, including ground 

nesting and wood nesting bees, account for much of 

our pollinators here in Iowa. Of those many species 

of native bees, around 30% of them are wood 

nesters, so leaving standing dead trees and downed 

wood during your timber stand improvement (TSI) 

work can do a lot for future habitat for those bees 

and other pollinators like beetles. Another TSI 

project that can benefit pollinators is managing for 

both species diversity and structural diversity, as 

multiple species of pollinators are using different 

layers of the forest at different times. While having 

oak trees in your forest canopy are wonderful, 

having all honeysuckle as mid and understory 

canopy greatly decrease the habitat and food 

sources that could be providing so much more. 

While a limited number of insects and wildlife can 

utilize non-native species, the much greater 

population of native insects and wildlife are 

dependent on our native tree and shrub species.   

With the decline in honey bees for a variety of 

reasons, we can continue to count on the native bees 

that are actually better at pollinating some of our 

melons, tomatoes and other crops as well as native 

flowers of all kinds. By planting native plants, or 

even allowing some “weeds” to grow in areas you 

don’t need to maintain as neatly, we can provide 

some of the needed food and habitat for these 

species to thrive. Even a tree lover can appreciate 

the benefits of different habitat types, especially 

those habitat types that could complement each 

other for a species that may only fly ½ mile during 

its entire life. By having or planting a variety of 

native trees and shrubs like maple, cherry, river 

birch, serviceberry and dogwood, you are providing 

nectar and pollen sources for many native 

pollinators. So many of our tree/shrub species 

flower early in season providing a much needed 

resource that can greatly increase a pollinators 

success that are available before those prairies have 

fully flowered. 

Another less talked about fact that this forester 

has been thrilled to learn-Native trees and shrubs 

play a huge role in providing essential habitat, in 

addition to also having some nectar and pollen 

sources.  Oak trees alone support over 550 species 

of butterflies/moths for the habitat needs, usually in 

the caterpillar stage.  Many of our native trees like 

hickory and hackberry are useful to many pollinator 

species, often generalist pollinators that can use 

multiple native trees, while some other species like 

pawpaw are the lone host plants for the Zebra 

Swallowtail butterfly. While information is 

available for some butterfly and pollinator species 

that need specific trees, the overall goal is diversity 

of species to provide for the largest amount of these 

essential pollinators that are the base of our food 

web. 

So maybe you have planted a milkweed, or let 

one grow in your yard.  Maybe you have a butterfly 

bush or black locust (both great but not native!) that 

you know are used by the bees or butterflies. You 

have done this much, maybe you’re willing to do a 

little more. Plant that native shrub in your yard, let 

that oak come up that you have been mowing off 

along the outer edges of your field, allow some 

lettuce and broccoli to bolt later in the gardening 

season, or even consider letting a small area of your 

yard go “wild” with some dandelions, joe-pye 

weed, clover, or goldenrods. It has been said that we 

only have around 3-5% of land that is not crop, 

yard, pavement or other use.   It has also been 

argued that by giving back a little of our lawns and 

fallow space we can greatly contribute to habitat 

and biodiversity. The best part is that it can be as 

easy as planting or allowing something to grow that 

we get to enjoy also! 
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MY PERSPECTIVE OF A SUMMER 
AWAY FROM IOWA WITH THE U.S. 

FOREST SERVICE 
 

By Olivia Rauen 

2017 IWOA Scholarship Recipient 
 

Growing up, I spent many a day tromping 

through my family woodlands, marveling at the 

great trees that preceded my grandparents, 

collecting various leaves and acorns, or just 

listening to the sounds of the forest. They were the 

treasured woods that I’ve come to know as so 

typical of Iowa: safely nestled between rich, level 

cropland with most of the management done by a 

grazing cow or a chainsaw and splitting maul. After 

hesitantly spending a summer away working for the 

USDA Forest Service in northern Minnesota, I 

returned with new perspective on forest 

management and use as well as a new respect for 

the forest resources we have as the owners of Iowa 

woodlands.  

Though I didn’t know it at the time, the semester 

before my summer in Minnesota gave me the skills 

I needed to excel in my internship. I took a class 

that detailed the history of the Forest Service and its 

journey caring for the nation’s forests and 

grasslands. What started out as an agency following 

a utilitarian model focused primarily on timber 

harvest evolved in the 60’s into a multiple-use 

sustained yield program that took into account all 

human demands of the public land including 

recreation, wildlife, and water quality. It has since 

implemented an ecosystem management model that 

aims to conserve ecological function and services 

while providing for our socioeconomic, political, 

and cultural needs as a nation. To supplement this 

environmental planning course, I took a silviculture 

class to learn forest management and a forest 

economics class to understand the value of timber 

and the considerations involved in making 

woodlands profitable. After a forestry intensive 

semester, I felt prepared to put my education to 

practice on one of our nation’s great forests.  

My responsibilities on the Chippewa National 

Forest were in a way reminiscent of my childhood 

forest experiences. Granted, I was now working on 

a forest of 660,000 acres instead of just a few acres 

in my back yard. Most days I visited sites on the 

forest that had been harvested a few years before to 

make sure they were properly regenerating. I 

measured the mature trees still in the area for seed 

source and searched for the new seedlings to ensure 

a full replacement crop. Some days, I helped plant 

seedlings in areas that were poorly stocked or 

needed more diversity. Other days, I painted trees to 

be harvested with the timber crew. The on the 

ground practices were important for my practical 

experience, but I really valued the opportunities 

where I was able to glimpse the big picture.  

Occasionally during the week, I would take a 

break from my normal duties and attend an 

environmental planning meeting, a wildlife survey, 

or patrol campgrounds with the recreation crew. I 

learned the many ways the public uses the forest, 

what strategies are followed to share with the 

wildlife, and how we protect ecological functions 

like soil retention and nutrient regulation. It was on 

these days I really grasped how large the forest was 

and how many goals it was being managed for.   

Though the summer was a constant learning 

experience, it wasn’t until I returned home that 

some of the perspective sank in. I was welcomed by 

some of the trees I hadn’t seen for months, enjoying 

the diversity of species that grow in our rich soils. I 

was excited by the opportunity for conservation 

improvement in our own natural areas. I was 

reminded of my appreciation for private landowners 

and the beautiful devotion they have to their land. 

After returning to Ames for the fall semester, I 

readjusted to the small patchwork of woodlands we 

have in Iowa, but I didn’t forget the benefits of a 

large forest. The Chippewa National Forest is able 

to accommodate for the many goals of its public 

users because of dedication to planning and its sheer 

size. At any given time, there is enough forest to 

have some in all stages of growth, from first year 

seedlings to a mature stand.  This provides wildlife 

with a whole spectrum of habitat as well as the 

promise of a steady harvest cycle. It also leaves 

many mature and undisturbed acres available for 

recreational hiking and camping. In Iowa, without 

sheer size, it is vital that we turn to planning to 

sustain our beautiful woodlands.  

As an aspiring natural resource consultant, I have 

been told time and again that the first question you 

ask a land owner is, “What are your goals?” Though 

a couple acres of land cannot accommodate as many 

stakeholders and ecosystem services as a national 
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forest, it does not need to. As woodland owners, we 

get to decide what characteristics we value most and 

manage for them. Whether aesthetic, wildlife, 

hunting, recreation, timber harvest, firewood, or a 

mixture of the above goals shape our motives for 

managing natural areas, we must continue planning 

for the long term. The health and longevity of our 

forests depends on it.  

Our natural areas truly are one of our greatest 

assets. I urge landowners to appreciate and think 

about the future and regeneration of our woodlands. 

It is the passion and stewardship of landowners that 

inspires me to be a natural resource manager and I 

anticipate a fulfilling future caring for the natural 

areas that have given back so much. For as long as I 

can remember, I have valued my time in Iowa 

woodlands and now have these places to thank for 

some of my first memories. With my forestry 

bachelor’s degree nearly in hand and experiences of 

vast forests my childhood self couldn’t have 

imagined, I am certain these were the humble 

beginnings of my career and life’s work. 

 

 
 

LOW COST HARDWOOD 
SEEDLING CAGES 

 

Ed Kocal, IWOA Board Member 

I did a half acre clear cut in my woodland in late 

winter of 2006. The cut was linear shaped in a 

ravine bottom and contained mostly ironwood, 

bitternut hickory, elm and walnut, none of which 

were harvestable.  My goal was to clear all existing 

trees and plant red and bur oak seedlings to grow 

into wildlife mast trees.   

The felled trees were left in place as wildlife 

habitat. That same spring, amongst the “mess” I 

created, I planted 40 caged seedlings.  This was not 

easy as I had to navigate through the down trees 

carrying a shovel and bag of seedlings, followed by 

a second trip the same day carrying the 12 inch 

diameter wire cages and 5 foot metal rebar stakes.  I 

chose the largest bare root seedlings I could find, 

which were 18 to 36 inches. After caging each tree, 

I tied a piece of fluorescent ribbon to the top of each 

cage for future ease of locating.  

Once every winter I visited each tree, usually 

carrying either a set of loppers, or a small chainsaw 

along with a set of hand pruners. I corrected any 

double leaders and cleared vines, shrubs and trees 

away from each seedling.  Despite my swearing as I 

made my way through the recently created 

“rabbitat”, I enjoyed finding each seedling to see 

how much it had grown in the previous year. At 

year 10, I was able to pull all of the 3/8 inch 

diameter stakes as the trees were big enough to 

support the cages by themselves.  These stakes then 

became re-useable. 

Today, at year 11, I have 33 surviving trees 

(roughly 60 trees per acre). The larger trees are 

mostly the ones away from the edges of the clear 

cut, where they obtained the most sunlight.  The red 

oaks average about 2.5 inches dbh and 20 feet in 

height, while the bur oaks are 2 inches on average 

and 15 feet in height. I did not use any herbicides or 

mulch and did not need to water the trees.  

Although growth rates are not up to their potential, I 

am satisfied given the limited sunlight since the 

planting was surrounded by tall trees.  Annual 

herbicide usage around each seedling would have 

made a difference as well.  I plan on leaving the 

wire cages in place until the trees are close to 8 

inches in diameter. This will prevent any deer antler 

rubbing.  
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I priced the material today and came up with a 

total of $3.62 per tree cage and stake. This price 

includes Iowa sales tax and also includes taking 

advantage of a frequent rebate given by a major 

Iowa home store.  I used 50 foot rolls (36 pounds 

each) of 14 gauge garden fencing that is 5 feet tall.  

The mesh size is 2 inches by 4 inches which is 

adequate to keep rabbits out and the 5 foot height 

keeps most deer from reaching the tops.  Each roll 

will make sixteen, 12 inch diameter cages. I 

purchased 10 foot by 3/8 inch diameter rebar and 

cut each piece into two 5 foot long stakes, using 

only one stake per cage.  Total weight of each cage 

and stake is about 4 pounds.  

Here are the items needed to make the cages:  

leather gloves, safety glasses, wire snips, and a 

hacksaw or power saw and vice to cut the rebar 

pieces in half.  I found it easiest to cut and shape the 

cages and weave the rebar stakes into them at home 

and then haul and carry to planting site. Happy 

planting! 

 

 
 

PRESIDENTS COLUMN 
 

We had a very successful Fall Field Day and 

Annual meeting October 9th
. 
 

We owe a big thanks to all of the presenters, 

District Foresters David Bridges, Joe Herring and 

Mark Vitosh, Park Manager Ron Puttmann, Forest 

Health Program Leader Tivon Feeley, Jessie 

Randall ISU Extension Forester, Dave Wehde and 

Jeremy Johnson County Conservation.  What an all-

star cast! 

Thanks to Ruzicka’s Locker and catering, great 

meal!  

Special recognition goes out to Mark Vitosh for 

all of his planning and organization to make such a 

great Field Day. 

DNR Forestry – A number of us have attended a 

number of meetings with the DNR and they are 

forming Forestry “Working Group” to talk about 

the issues. 

We need to keep the pressure on the Governor 

and express our dissatisfaction with our Legislators.  

The Governor’s phone number is (515)281-5211 

Also included in this issue is a template to use 

for writing a letter to Governor Reynolds, please, 

please make yourself heard! 

Field Days are a big part of what we do.  We are 

always looking for Members to showcase their 

property.  Email one of the board members or call 

me if you might be interested in having a field day 

at your property: Paul Millice (319)331-1238. 

We are always looking for folks willing to serve 

a three year term on our board. So again, if you are 

interested in joining the board contact one of our 

board members or call me. 

Keep your trees growing! 

Paul Millice, President IWOA 
 

FORM LETTER TO THE GOVERNOR 
 
The Honorable Kim Reynolds {Date} 

Governor, State of Iowa 

Iowa State Capitol, 1007 E. Grand Ave. 

Des Moines, Iowa 50319 

 

Dear Governor Reynolds, 

Congratulations on becoming Governor, and we know 

that you are working hard every day to make Iowa a 

great place to live, work and play. Thank you for your 

past support of forestry health dollars, and we hope you 

will continue to support forestry as a huge public benefit 

to Iowans. 

I’m writing to let you know that I am very unhappy with 

the decision by the Director and Deputy Director of the 

Department of Natural Resources to dissolve the 

Forestry Division. Forestry is a major industry across the 

United States, and in Iowa it is a $3 billion annual 

industry. With private lands dominating Iowa, it is 

imperative that we support our forestry landowners and 

communities.  

{Insert your personal story here about how you as a 

landowner or your community has received help from 

the DNR Forestry Division.} 

We request that you please consider: 

 Keep all forestry positions under one department 

 For that department to have “forestry” in the title 

 Take measures to ensure that federal grant dollars will 

not be lost due to any restructuring.  

Thanks for your consideration. We appreciate your 

timely attention to this matter. Best wishes Governor 

Reynolds, and please feel free to call with questions.  

Sincerely, 

 

{your name} 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://24.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_mcrv6vNv6W1qit2sxo1_r2_1280.png&imgrefurl=http://signifikat.tumblr.com/post/34713991917&h=444&w=1280&sz=26&tbnid=mNWGXuHrFRHrcM:&tbnh=42&tbnw=120&prev=/search?q=tree+branch+clip+art+free&tbm=isch&tbo=u&zoom=1&q=tree+branch+clip+art+free&usg=__VeiSUfaySN9RZnl2p7hCzyyEhcQ=&docid=C5PoIEywo_gN-M&sa=X&ei=7P3IUbD9AeXW0gHY-4H4Aw&ved=0CDIQ9QEwAg&dur=46


6 

 

 

The IWOA Board 
 

Paul Millice, President 
pmillice@aol.com 

 

Al Wagner, Vice-president 
wagnera@netins.net  

 

Ann Schneckloth 
ann@mfgraffix.com 

 

Ed Kocal 
edkocal@yahoo.cdom 

 

Allan Rathje 
alrathje9@gmail.com 

 

Phil McCune 
arcadiafarm2000@yahoo.com 

 

Tom Brady 
treesrme8@gmail.com 

 

Robert Jefferson 
bandbjefferson@hotmail.com 

 

Russ Glime 
r.glime634@gmail.com 

 

IWOA Support Staff 
Cathy Wilkie, Membership Secretary 

CAT_Wilkie@yahoo.com 
 

Sherri Sisson, Treasurer 
Sherri227th@gmail.com 

 

MINUTES OF THE  
IWOA ANNUAL MEETING 

September 24, 2016 
State Forest Nursery/ISU Research Farm Ames 
 

President Semler called the meeting to order at 

12:40 pm and introduced the newly elected board 

members, and Officers:  Millice President; Kevin 

Karr Vice President; Sherri Sisson Treasurer; Ann 

Scneckloth Secretary; and Cathy Wilkie as 

Membership.  Brady and Rathje were reelected to 

three year term with Ed Kocel newly elected to a 

three year term. 

Minutes of last annual meeting were presented 

by Semler. 

Treasurers’ report was presented; IWOA has a 

balance of $12,846.02 on hand. 

Membership: 373 paid members representing 

466 family members. 

Semler shared information on the Forestry 

Scholarship that IWOA is providing to Iowa State. 

Bartemes shared information on the Coalition.  

We will be asking for $500,000 in the next budget 

for the Healthy Woodlands Initiative. He also 

shared that.  It is important that each and every one 

contact their legislators and the Iowa coed needs to 

be changed to allow the State Forest Nursery to set 

prices and quantities for sale. 

We also support keeping the Division of Forestry 

Tree Nursery open. 

Spring Field was mentioned as we are always 

looking for hosts. 

Door prizes were presented and the meeting was 

adjourned at 1 pm. 

 

Prepared by Paul Millice, Acting Secy, 

Approved by Membership Oct 9
th

 2017 

 

 

MINUTES OF THE JUNE 26, 2017 
BOARD MEETING 

 
 

The meeting was called to order at 10:02 am by 

President Paul Millice at the Ronnenburg 

Restaurant in Amana, Iowa. Present were Iowa 

State University Extension Forester Jesse Randall, 

Board members Bob Jefferson, Al Wagner, Ann 

Schneckloth, Kevin Karr, Ed Kocal, Dave 

Bartemes, Tom Brady, and Treasurer Sherri Sisson. 

Dave and Kevin both announced that this would be 

the last meeting they will attend as Board members. 

Bob made a motion to approve the minutes of the 

last meeting, Dave seconded and they were 

approved. Dave moved, and Bob seconded to 

approve the Finance report. After discussion of 

expenses, it was approved. The Membership report 

was then discussed. Our membership numbers are 

still increasing, thanks to Cathy and Kevin's efforts 

on using the Forest Reserve lists. Kevin said that 

Central and Western Iowa are going to be 

considered next. On the Application and Renewal 

forms it should be made clear whether memberships 

are Family or Single. Dave said that our numbers 

should give us clout in the political light. 

mailto:pmillice@aol.com
mailto:wagnera@netins.net
mailto:edkocal@yahoo.cdom
mailto:alrathje9@gmail.com
mailto:arcadiafarm2000@yahoo.com
mailto:treesrme8@gmail.com
mailto:bandbjefferson@hotmail.com
mailto:r.glime634@gmail.com
mailto:CAT_Wilkie@yahoo.com
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Jesse Randall gave a report on the status of the 

political climate and the money allotted for Forestry 

Programs. He said that both the DNR and ISU 

Extension stand to lose all funding, both Federal 

and State. Urban Forestry and many personnel will 

be lost. Field days are up in attendance, and 

attendees will probably have to pay in the future for 

them. The Master Woodland Manager program will 

be online, with a $200 fee. Mailings are the best 

way to advertise field days, so they need money 

help to do this. There is much doom and gloom, but 

the Woodland Initiative and State Forest Nursery 

still exist. Jesse said that there are 6 field days lined 

up now. The IWOA is doing possible partnerships, 

one at Lake McBride and one at the Loess Hills in 

October. 

We now have an established Postal Box for our 

letters for memberships and correspondence to 

Cathy or Paul. The new address is PO Box #334, 

North Liberty, Iowa, 52317-0334. 

The Banner has been made, at a cost of $671.82, 

which is over our allotted budget of $300. Ed 

moved, and Tom seconded that we pay all of the 

cost of the banner, and it was approved. Someone 

needs to store it carefully, to preserve the Logo and 

art work. 

Paul said that he will come up with Board duty 

assignments. He asked each of us to come up with a 

field day location, preferably by the October 

meeting. Dave said that he will no longer do the 

Legislative Liaison, and Cathy will need a Board 

member to help her with the membership campaign 

through the Forest Reserve lists. Kevin said that we 

need board members to be a Finance Committee to 

help make decisions between meetings. 

The Spring Field Day was good, in spite of the 

rain. Shannon Ramsay of Trees Forever, Paul Tauke 

of the DNR, and Jesse Randall were all there. It was 

at the Shannon Ramsay and Hoddy Gates' Farms. 

The Proclamation was discussed. It was 

suggested that we make a mailing to the Legislators 

that looks like a certificate, with our Mission 

Statement on it, plus a statement about our concern 

for the diminished funding. Ed said the important 

words are Water Quality. We want full funding of 

the Forestry Bill and Tax credits. Paul appointed 

Dave to write this. 

Paul then addressed the ISU Forestry Extension 

shortfalls. They need the IWOA monetary support. 

We can influence it with our support of the 

Scolarship, and our members need to know that we 

are spending the membership dollars correctly. 

Dave made a motion to give ISU Forestry 

specifically $1,000 per year to aid field days, 

without overhead. Tom seconded, and the motion 

passed, with Kevin opposing. 

The Scholarship review has not been discussed 

in a while, and it has been overlooked. There is only 

$1,500 left in the account. $5,000 is needed to put 

our funds into an ISU growth fund. Dave made a 

motion that we make a $1,000 contribution yearly 

until we have $6,000, then we can add $500 per 

year to keep it a revolving fund. Bob seconded it, 

and the motion passed, with Kevin and Paul 

opposing. Dave said we should make it automatic 

so we don't forget. 

Mileage Pay for staff was discussed, and Dave 

made a motion to pay staff when it is essential to 

their duties at the current IRS rate. Kevin seconded 

and the motion passed. 

Al made a motion that we have an option to pay 

any presenter up to $100, and Dave seconded. It 

passed. There was a pause for lunch at 12:03, and 

we resumed at 12:20. A motion was made by Kevin 

that a laser-engraved wood plaque of the State of 

Iowa be given to field day hosts, with space at the 

bottom for additional field days. Dave seconded and 

it passed. The plaque could also be given to the host 

as Woodland Owner of the Year 

A field day with the Nut Growers Association 

was talked about. Their numbers are shrinking, so 

many of them could join our IWOA. They only had 

6 people attend their Cherry Hill Farm field day. 

There is no Forester available for their 30th of 

September field day, so we will do ours at the Lake 

McBride one on October 14, near Iowa City. 

The Nominating Committee of Al, Ed, and Ann 

will need to find one more volunteer to run for a 

Board seat at the annual meeting. Paul said he will 

do it again, and there is another name from Cathy. 

Dave made a motion to allow members to have a 

free ad for forestry items for sale in the Timber 

Talk. Al seconded and the motion carried. 

Kevin handed out a paper with the update on the 

Tree ID program at the Iowa State Fair Grounds. 

Kevin will stick with the idea until it is 

implemented after the 2017 State Fair. There will be 

an established trail with a map. It would be a good 

idea to have one of our field days at the State Fair 
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Grounds. This should also have a spot on our Web 

Page. 

We have been paying our Treasurer $500 a year, 

and Kevin made a motion to pay her $750 a year, 

starting July 1, 2017. Al seconded, and the motion 

passed. 

Tom made a motion to use $50 to order more 

lanyards and pouches for name tags. Ed seconded 

and it passed. 

The ByLaws Amendment will appear in the 

newsletter to show the extended fiscal year. 

The door prizes for field days was discussed, but 

nothing was decided. 

Ed made a motion to pay someone from the 

Board to attend field days wearing an IWOA shirt 

as advertisement and good will to other forestry 

groups. Someone needs to go to the October 12 

Loess Hills event as a Public Relations person. Tom 

seconded, and it passed, with Ann, Al, and Bob 

opposing. 

Our next Board meeting will be dinner Friday 

night, October 13, at 6:00 pm at the Iowa River 

Power Company in Iowa City, Iowa. 

Bob made a motion to adjourn. Meeting 

adjourned at 1:27 pm. 

Ann Schneckloth, Secretary 
 

 

IWOA MAILING ADDRESS 
 

The IWOA now has a mailing address: 

 

Iowa Woodland Owners Association 

P.O. Box 334 

North Liberty, IA 52317-0334 

 
 

NON-NATIVE TREE OF THE QUARTER 
Turkish Filbert 

Corylus colurna 
By Tom Brady IWOA board member 

 

Turkish Filbert is by far the largest of the 

hazelnuts, and that's why I bought them. The tree 

can grow to 80' in it's native range, but more likely 

50' in cultivation. The tree has several desirable 

attributes. It has a beautiful, narrow pyramidal 

shape with a strong central leader. The branches are 

small compared to the trunk size and grow straight 

out from the main leader making the tree resistant to 

snow, ice, and wind damage. It's an excellent urban 

tree. Despite being native to SE Europe and NW 

Asia, the tree is hardy in all of Iowa. It's tolerant of 

many soil types and PH levels. It's also drought 

tolerant but may require extra watering when first 

transplanted. 

The leaves on Turkish Filbert are similar to 

regular hazelnut leaves. They are heart shaped and 

2.5 to 5 inches long with double toothed edges. 

They are pale green in spring and dark green 

throughout the rest of the year. They grow thickly 

providing dense shade. They have few pests (maybe 

Japanese beetles) and appear to be deer resistant. 

Since they hold their leaves late in the year, they 

rarely have any fall color but usually fall off green. 

The best you can hope for is a little pale yellow 

with the green. 

The bark is pale gray/brown and is flaky and 

corky, kind of like Hackberry. Older trees will have 

a more mottled appearance as brown or 

orange/brown inner bark is exposed.  

The fruit is an edible hazelnut. They are held 

together in groups of 3 or more, and are covered by 

husks which are fused together at the base. The 

husks are frilly and bristly and nearly cover the nuts 

completely. The nuts are .5 inch in diameter and 

have a hard to crack, thick shell. If they are on the 

ground, most may not be viable. The squirrels will 

eat the good ones while they are still on the tree. I 

forgot to mention the tree requires a pollinator for 

good seed production. 
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I bought 25 one foot tall trees in 1999 from 

Lawyer Nursery in Plains, Montana. I planted them 

in rows in what would become a "no mow" area on 

the golf course. The trees were slow growing 

compared to many of the trees that surrounded 

them, so by the time they were big enough to move 

with my tree spade to the golf course proper, they 

were hidden by other trees. I did manage to move 3 

trees. Two are still somewhat stunted by the move, 

but the third, which is planted in better soil 

apparently, is a beautiful 25' perfectly pyramidal 

specimen. I've not had any nuts yet though. 

These trees would be an ideal replacement for 

our doomed ash trees. Unfortunately, like most of 

the trees I've written about, they're difficult to find. 

Lawyer Nursery still sells them, but they have a 

pretty large minimum order requirement. When 

mine start producing nuts, I’ll bring some to the fall 

meeting for door prizes. 

 

Editor’s Note: If anyone has been counting, 

according to Tom, this is the 43rd article he has 

written for Timber Talk since 1998. I don’t think he 

wants to brag, but he should!! Thank you Tom for 

all your effort and dedication. 
 

 

 

PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE FROM THE 
LIBRARY 

 

Creating Woodland Edges for Wildlife    by 

Seymour Rabbit 

Portable Band Saw Safety   by Juan Digit Short 

Summer Mowing in Tree Plantings   by Sweat T. 

Seat 

Protection Methods for Standing Trees During 

Harvest   by Skid R. Damage 

Control of Honeysuckle Infestations in Woodlands   
by Should A. Started-Sooner 

Large-Scale Seedling Planting   by Never A. Gain 

Hand- Cutting and Treatment of Woody 

Vegetation in CRP Plantings   by Never A. Gain II 

 

Submitted by Ed Kocal, IWOA Board Member  
 

 
 

 

 
 

IWOA SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
 

The Iowa Woodland Owners Association has 

established a scholarship fund for Forestry majors at 

Iowa State University. Each year one $1,000 

scholarship is offered to a qualified applicant. 

Individuals are encouraged to contribute to this 

fund so that scholarships can be offered in future 

years. Your donations are tax deductible. 

Contributions should be mailed to: Iowa Woodland 

Owners Scholarship Fund c/o ISU Foundation, 

Iowa State University, Ames, IA 50011. 

Checks should be made to: ISU Foundation/ 

IWOA Scholarship Fund. An appropriate cover 

letter should also indicate that the contribution is for 

the IWOA Scholarship Fund. 

 

 
 

IWOA MAILING ADDRESS 
 

The IWOA now has a mailing address.   

Iowa Woodland Owners Association 

P.O. Box 334 

North Liberty, IA 52317-0334 
 

 

AT THE WOODPILE 
From the Editor 

 

WHAT’S THAT LOG WORTH? 
 

If you’re a timber owner, invariably you want to 

know what your trees are worth, provided you have 

some trees that are salable. Gretchen Cline, 

Consulting Forester with Geode Forestry in 

Swedesburg, Iowa, a company that helps broker 

timber sales, reports: “In the last year to year and 

half we have seen some pretty high walnut prices.  

This is being entirely driven by China. China is 

buying a lot of logs and a lot of lumber. Walnut is 

such a unique wood. There is nothing else like it in 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://24.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_mcrv6vNv6W1qit2sxo1_r2_1280.png&imgrefurl=http://signifikat.tumblr.com/post/34713991917&h=444&w=1280&sz=26&tbnid=mNWGXuHrFRHrcM:&tbnh=42&tbnw=120&prev=/search?q=tree+branch+clip+art+free&tbm=isch&tbo=u&zoom=1&q=tree+branch+clip+art+free&usg=__VeiSUfaySN9RZnl2p7hCzyyEhcQ=&docid=C5PoIEywo_gN-M&sa=X&ei=7P3IUbD9AeXW0gHY-4H4Aw&ved=0CDIQ9QEwAg&dur=46
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=axe+clip+art+free&start=114&sa=X&biw=1152&bih=704&tbm=isch&tbnid=3ex6zQitMluc1M:&imgrefurl=http://etc.usf.edu/clipart/28300/28320/axe_28320.htm&docid=lU-kDGYMSHUeOM&imgurl=http://etc.usf.edu/clipart/28300/28320/axe_28320_lg.gif&w=1024&h=258&ei=5wnJUaj9Jsyv0AHcs4CgBQ&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:18,s:100,i:58&iact=rc&page=6&tbnh=76&tbnw=302&ndsp=27&tx=144&ty=42
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the world.” A woods run per board foot of Black 

Walnut is going for $1.80 to $2.00 on the average. 

Compare that two five years ago, when we were at 

$.75.” She says that marketable Walnut is a 

minimum of 14 inches in diameter at breast height.” 

Cline also reports that White Oak has also been 

going high at $60-$.80 per board foot. The larger 

diameters, 22 inch on up, gets the best price because 

it can be quarter sawn.  

Hard Maple is bringing $.35-$.40 per board foot, 

Soft Maple a nickel lower. Everything else drops 

down to $.35, including Red Oak. Hickory and 

Cherry is bringing $.25 per board foot. Basswood is 

bringing $.15 to $.20 per board foot with most of it 

is going overseas. 

One wood that Cline is optimistic about is 

Hackberry. “I think this species will continue to 

come up in value over time. Right now it’s still 

going for pallet wood prices of $.10 to $.15 per 

board foot.” 

These are all standing timber prices. For logs on 

the landing Cline says you can bump the price up 

another $10 per board foot. Cline says that as long 

as the economy in China is doing well, these prices 

will hold. She also adds that there is a market for 

absolutely everything—there’s a lot of different 

markets. 

Editor’s note: I’m thinking about making 

something on log markets and trends in timber land 

sales a regular feature of Timber Talk.  Let me 

know your thoughts, and if you know of any people 

with knowledge and expertise in these areas, please 

let me know. 

 

CLASSIFIEDS 
 

FOR SALE 
 

Vermeer Tree Spade Model TS-44A 
Call Dwight Hughes 319-360-8787 

Hughes Nursery, Cedar Rapids 
 

 

 

TIMBER TALK WANT ADS 
 

At the June 2017 IWOA Board meeting it was 

agreed that IWOA members can place a free want 

ad in Timber Talk for tree/timber related items.  

These want ads will be limited to business card size 

and must not be for commercial or business 

purposes. One should email your requested want ad 

to Steve Meyer 60 days before the publish date.  We 

currently are publishing three times a year. April 1, 

Aug 1 and Dec 15th. Please note there are no 

guarantees on this free offer, if there is not space 

your request may have to wait for the next issue. 

Send want adds to the IWOA editor at 

gfdchief@netins.net. Please be sure to state IWOA 

WANT ADD in the subject line. 
 

Iowa Tree Farm Committee Officers 
 

Ron Fullenkamp, Chairman 
rcful@iowatelecom.net 

 

Larry Wiley, Vice Chairman 
wileyfam@netins.net 

 

Aaron Lumley, Secretary 
Aaron.Lumley@dnr.iowa.gov 

 

Lisa Louck, Treasurer 
Lisa.Louck@dnr.iowa.gov 

 

Dr. Jesse Randall, ATF national correspondent 
randallj@iastate.edu 

 

The Iowa Tree farm system is affiliated with the American 
Tree Farm System and recognizes the efforts and 
accomplishments of individuals as related to their woodlands.  
If interested in becoming a Tree Farmer please contact your 
Iowa DNR District Forester for more information, help with 
creating a management plan, and filing an application to join. 

 

NATURAL REGENERATION OF OAK IN 

IOWA 

By Paul H. Wray—Extension Forester 

Iowa State University Extension Publication F-360 
 

The oak and oak/hickory forests make up about 46% of 

Iowa’s forestland. Approximately a third of these woodlands 

have adequate oak regeneration for the woodlands of the 

future. In most locations in Iowa, because oak is moderately 

intolerant to shade, most woodlands are regenerating to more 

shade tolerant species. As a result, much of the natural 

regeneration that is present is not oak but often includes such 

mailto:gfdchief@netins.net
mailto:Lisa.Louck@dnr.iowa.gov
mailto:randallj@iastate.edu
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more tolerant species such as ironwood, hickories, ashes, hard 

maples, elms, black cherry and woody shrubs. Because of its 

relatively high value, woodland managers may desire to 

perform cultural practices to favor the regeneration of oak 

species. 

Requirements for Oak Regeneration. 

Regeneration is a forestry practice aimed at the 

establishment of new trees as the old trees become mature and 

are harvested. Forest management techniques are implemented 

either before, during, or after a harvest cutting. The techniques 

used are determined by the condition of the woodland and the 

management objectives of the owner. The forest soils, 

topography, species, woodland density, and existing 

reproduction are all factors in the selection of oak regeneration 

techniques. Although a wide variety of oak species are found 

on a range of soils and topography, most high value Iowa oak 

stands are found on moist, well-drained soils on a mid-slope 

position. The best sites are usually located on north and 

northeast facing slopes and on moist benches. Oaks will begin 

to bear fruit at about 25 years of age with good acorn crops 

every 2 to 10 years. White oak acorns (white, bur, swamp 

white, chinkapin and overcup) will germinate in the fall after 

seed fall while red oak acorns (red, black, northern pin, and 

shingle) will not germinate until the following spring. Oak is 

considered somewhat intolerant of shade. Oak seedlings can 

persist in shade for 5 to 7 years, but eventually need full 

sunlight to survive and develop. 

Oak Regeneration Techniques 

Oak Regeneration Techniques Oak regeneration is 

obtained by either planting or performing cultural techniques 

to encourage natural regeneration. Planting is done 2 to 4 

years before harvest or immediately after harvest. Planted 

seedlings must be free from severe overtopping competition 

for 3 to 5 years or until they are 4 to 6 feet tall. For natural 

regeneration, harvest techniques and/or pre harvest cultural 

activities are designed to favor oak reproduction over other 

less desirable species. Because of oak’s relatively high 

sunlight requirement, three regeneration techniques which 

appear to work best are the clearcut, group selection, and 

shelterwood methods. To successfully use these methods for 

natural regeneration, at least 20 mature and well distributed 

oaks per acre are required. If there are not adequate seed trees, 

these methods must be used in combination with planted 

seedlings. The single tree selection and seed tree regeneration 

techniques are not appropriate for obtaining oak regeneration 

because they either do not provide enough sunlight for the 

seedlings to grow or because the acorns are too heavy to 

adequately seed between the seed trees. 

Clearcutting is the removal of all trees larger than 1 to 2 

inches in diameter. Cut un-merchantable oaks as low as 

possible to facilitate sprouting from near ground level. Use 

herbicides on undesirable species that produce vigorous stump 

sprouts. The size of the clearcut will vary depending on where 

oak regeneration is most likely to be successful. Clearcuts less 

than 2 acres in size are usually less successful because a 

significant portion of the opening is shaded by the surrounding 

stand of trees. The use of clearcutting as a regeneration 

procedure is most successful when adequate seedlings are 

established prior to harvest. This requires approximately 500 

seedlings per acre if they are at least four feet tall or 5,000 

seedlings per acre if they are from 2 to 4 feet in height. 

Seedlings less than two feet in height are not competitive 

enough to become established in the clear cut. 

Recent field trials in Iowa are, however, showing that 

harvesting timed with a good acorn crop and accompanied 

with extensive soil disturbance may provide adequate seedling 

establishment. This technique must be timed to occur after the 

acorns have fallen. Harvesting should be delayed if an 

abundant seed crop is not available. Most success has been 

obtained with whole tree harvest accompanied by use of a 

dozer equipped with a toothed blade. This type of soil 

disturbance enhances acorn germination by placing the acorns 

in soil contact or covering with a thin layer of soil. In addition 

many of the less woody desirable species sprout less or are 

killed in the raking process. When using a clearcutting 

technique, oak reproduction must be established prior to 

harvest or immediately after harvest or less desirable species 

will occupy the site. If natural regeneration is not successful, 

oak seedlings can be planted the following year but will 

require competition control for success. Group Selection is 

similar to clearcutting except that it involves cutting small 

groupings f trees within a larger area. Generally this technique 

will result in less oak regeneration because openings created 

are not large enough to reduce the shade effects from adjacent 

stands. This technique has had limited success in Iowa. If 

necessary, control understory vegetation before or during the 

harvest. 

In the shelterwood system, a new stand is established 

under the shelter of a portion of the older overstory trees. A 

shelterwood is really a 2 or 3 stage clearcut. First the 

understory is removed; if natural regeneration is desired, this 

should be done with some soil disturbance and timed with a 

good acorn crop. If the stand is still too shady, some of the 

large overstory trees can also be remove. Once the 

reproduction is adequate, the remaining overstory trees can be 

harvested. If the shelterwood cuttings do not result in adequate 

seedling establishment, the underplanting of nursery seedlings 

may be necessary to insure adequate numbers of seedlings. 

With all methods of oak regeneration, it is important to 

monitor the understory vegetation. It may be necessary to 

control competing vegetation (including grasses, shrubs, and 

other woody plants) as the seedlings develop. However, if the 

oak seedlings become established before other species occupy 

the site, they can usually outgrow them. The best method for 

regenerating oak in Iowa varies from site to site and should be 

tailored for the individual’s woodlot land management goals. 

When applying any regeneration method it is important to 

maintain the diversity of your woodland. By varying the 

timing, intensity, and size of the regeneration cuts, you can 

maintain a variety of tree species and size classes of trees. 

This approach to woodland management will result in 

diversity of all plant species, improve the visual quality, and 

sustain a varied wildlife population on your woodland. In 

addition, as the regenerated forest matures at staggered rates, a 

sustained income will be available from periodic harvesting. 

Last but not least, remember that your woodland is a 

complex ecosystem involving hundreds of different plants. 

Very few individuals can successfully regenerate oak by 

themselves.   
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Iowa Woodland Owners Association 
PO Box 334 
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IWOA Website: www.iowawoodlandowners.org 
 
Timber Talk is a newsletter published  
3 times per year to serve members of 
the Iowa Woodland Owners Association and the  
Iowa Tree Farmer’s Association. 

Become a Member of IWOA 
We invite you (or someone you might know) to 

become a member of the Iowa Woodland Owners 
Association 

__Member $20—woodland owner, voting 
__Associate Member $20—non-woodland owner, non-voting 
__Contributing Member $50—woodland owner, voting 
__Contributing Associate Member $50—non-woodland 
owner, non-voting 

 

Name_______________________________________ 
 

Address_____________________________________ 
 

City_________________________________________ 
 

State__________________ Zip___________________ 
 

Phone________________________________________ 
 

E-mail_______________________________________ 
 

Number of forest acres you own_________________ 
 

County acres located____________________________ 
 

Mail this completed form and check to: 
Cathy Wilkie 

IWOA Membership Secretary 
80 Circle Drive #4 

North Liberty, IA   52317 

PRSTD STD. 

U.S POSTAGE 

PAID 

Dyersville, IA 

Permit No. 28 

Dear Iowa Tree Farm Members, 
 

If your mailing label on this newsletter reads “ITF” 

after your name, you receive our newsletter via 

Iowa Woodland Owner’s Association joint 

newsletter mailing effort with the Iowa Tree Farm 

Members.  
 

If you are an ITF member, and would rather 

receive your copy of Timber Talk via e-mail rather 

than receive a paper copy in the mail, please e-mail 

Cathy Wilkie, IWOA Membership Secretary at 

cat_wilkie@yahoo.com, and put “ITF MEMBER 

REQUESTING ELECTRONIC COPY” in the 

subject line of your e-mail. Include your current 

mailing address in the body of the e-mail so I make 

sure I get the right person signed up for the 

electronic mailing.  
 

We appreciate the Iowa Tree Farm folks taking the 

time to read Timber Talk, and we would also like 

to ask you to consider becoming more involved in 

IWOA by becoming a full-fledged IWOA member. 
 

If you’d like to join, please fill out the form on the 

right, and send in with your dues payment. 

mailto:cat_wilkie@yahoo.com

