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FORESTRY REORGANIZATION IN IOWA 
Contributed by Trees Forever CEO Shannon Ramsay 

and IWOA President Paul Millice 
 

On Monday, July 10, an estimated 120 members of IWOA, 

Iowa Tree Farmers, the Northeast Iowa Forestry Advisory 

Council and other stakeholders gathered to hear out Iowa 

DNR Director Chuck Gipp and Deputy Director Bruce 

Troutman on the recent decision to dissolve the Forestry 

Bureau and terminate state forester Paul Tauke. Individuals 

asked questions and made comments about their many 

concerns with these decisions. 

Actions taken by DNR Director Gipp include: 

 Forestry–-The Bureau Chief position is eliminated 

and the Forestry Bureau will be dissolved. All other 

Forestry Bureau positions will be preserved and will 

be reorganized under the Parks Bureau, Wildlife 

Bureau or as a section within the CRD. 

 Environmental Services Division–-The AFO 

Coordinator position is eliminated. AFO Coordinator 

duties will be absorbed by the Field Services Bureau. 

 The State Geologist position within the DNR is 

eliminated. The State Geologist duties will be 

transferred to the University of Iowa under a contract 

with the DNR. 

 DNR Magazine–-The Art Director position is 

eliminated. Duties will be absorbed by other 

Communications Team staff. 

 Environmental Health and Safety-–The Safety 

Officer position is eliminated. Environmental Health 

and Safety duties will be transferred to each 

individual section supervisor throughout the 

Department. 

 AmeriCorps-–DNR participation in the AmeriCorps 

program has concluded. The Program Manager 

position is eliminated. The Program Assistant 

position is reassigned to the Parks Bureau. 

 Trails-–The Trail Crew program has been eliminated.  

 The existing hiring freeze will remain in effect until 

further notice.  

All IWOA members are encouraged to write Governor 

Kim Reynolds and their senators and representatives with a 

list of their concerns by mid-August. Here are a few 

suggestions for inclusion in anything written to political 

officials: 

 

 

 

 Thank you for your support, and we ask you to please 

keep the $500,000 funding for Forest Health in your 

budget for next year. 

 Keep the Forestry Bureau intact, not divided up 

between parks and wildlife. It should be under one 

bureau.  

 Put “forestry” in the name of the Bureau, for 

example: Conservation, Forestry and Wildlife or 

Parks and Forestry.  

 Forestry and wood products in Iowa is a $3 billion 

annual industry, employing thousands of Iowans.  

 Add your personal story about your land or business. 

Tell the Governor if you’ve found District or Urban 

Foresters helpful and why Iowa needs forestry 

assistance. 

 

Thank you for supporting Forestry! 
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IWOA SPRING FIELD DAY 

HELD MAY 20 
 

Cold and Rain Didn’t Stop Woodland Owners 
 

“The toughest group I’ve ever seen,” was how 

Shannon Ramsay described the IWOA members 

that gathered at her Jones County property on May 

20
th

. “Right at 70 people came dressed warm and 

prepared for rain and didn’t want to miss a thing. 

We went through over 100 cups of coffee during the 

cold, rainy morning. There were three stations set 

up: small equipment demo, woodland management 

and managing bluff prairies and wildlife.” Thanks 

to foresters Kevin Oetken, Paul Tauke, Mark Vitosh 

and Jesse Randall for their expertise. We were also 

joined by new Iowa State Wildlife Extension expert, 

Adam Janke. Shannon’s property is along the 

Wapsipinicon River, and includes woodlands, bluffs 

and prairies. She is focused on high quality 

woodlands and works on removing invasive 

species, wildlife habitat and growing walnut in the 

flood plain. 
 

 
 

Shannon Ramsay works at removing some 

Honeysuckle in her woodlands. 

 

After lunch at the Stone City General Store Pub, 

the group traveled a few miles west to the Hoddy 

Gates and Cindy Burke property near Matsell 

Bridge Park in Linn County. Dennis Goematt of 

Linn County Conservation shared options for 

landowners who want to protect their property 

permanently.  

The Hoddy Gates farm began when he bought 17 

acres in the 1970’s. Through the years Hoddy and 

his wife Mary Ann purchased additional adjoining 

property as it became available. Most of it was 

timber land. Hoddy has always loved trees. They 

now own 285 acres. They have permanently and 

perpetually conservation eased the property and 

they are also doing a reserve life estate so the land 

will eventually go to the Iowa Natural Heritage 

Foundation and Linn County Conservation for 

permanent and perpetual care. The land can never 

be divided or built upon. According to daughter 

Cindy Burke they hope that the house on the 

property can become some sort of education center 

and the barn can be repurposed for something like 

animal rehab. They have planted 85,000 trees over 

the years on the property. “There is a whole host of 

things for learning into the future with what has 

been done with this property,” says Cindy. Cindy 

and her brother Al Gates provided tours of the 

property.  

 

 
 

IWOA Fall Field Day 
 

The IWOA Fall Field Day is 

scheduled for Oct 9th at Macbride 

State Park.  Please note that the 9th 

is a Monday. The IWOA prefers to 

schedule IWOA Field Days on a 

weekend, but this time in order to 

get all of the Foresters that were 

involved in all of the 

improvement/projects there was 

only this one day when all three 

Foresters were available. Watch 

your mail for final details, 

registration and ballot for election of 

board members. 
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2017 IOWA TREE FARM 

OF THE YEAR 
 

Submitted by Larry Wiley 
 

The Iowa Tree Farm Committee is proud to 

announce the 2017 Iowa Tree Farmer of the year 

has been awarded to Brian and Lisa Wolf from 

Epworth, Iowa.  Along with being tree farmers, 

Brian and Lisa own a dairy farm as well as produce 

maple syrup in their family operation. 

Brian and Lisa have been long time Iowa Tree 

Farmers. They own 300 acres of woodland in 

Dubuque County.  They have owned the land since 

1982, had their first forest management plan in 

1987 and have been certified tree farmers since 

1991.  They are motivated by using the land to build 

a family bond.  They are interested in improving 

and protecting the environment. Of special note is 

an Algific Slope (a rare and fragile ecosystem) that 

is being protected on their property.  Many 

Activities are enjoyed on their property.  These 

include riding horses and ATV’s, berry, nut, and 

mushroom collection, and hunting.  

The Wolf’s are good stewards of the land. They 

have been successful at direct seeding walnut and 

red oak, have hand planted white and bur oak and 

prepared sites for natural regeneration. They have 

done many acres of TSI, weed tree and vine 

removal and necessary thinning and pruning.  They 

have also had the opportunity to do some 

harvesting, including clear cutting a couple of areas 

for reestablishing oak and walnut.   

The Wolf family has demonstrated good forestry 

practices for many years and have welcomed 

various groups to visit their tree farm to witness 

these practices in use.  They have had a positive 

influence on other family members, neighbors, and 

other individual interested in improvement projects 

on their property.  

A Forestry Field day is planned for September 

28, 2017 on Brian and Lisa’s property to honor 

them as the 2017 Tree Farmer of the Year.  Special 

topics at the field day will be the Algific Slope and 

the surrounding area, and the maple syrup 

production facility with the extensive piping system 

that is used to produce 1000 gallons of maple syrup 

a year. 

 

Congratulations Brian and Lisa Wolf!  

EMERALD ASH BORER 

CONFIRMED IN FIVE MORE 

IOWA COUNTIES 
 

Invasive pest found in Benton, Buena Vista, 

Floyd, Howard, and Warren counties; more 

than half of Iowa counties have confirmed 

infestations 
 

DES MOINES – Since the first Iowa detection in 

2010, emerald ash borer (EAB) continues to expand 

its range across the Iowa landscape. With confirmed 

detections now in 50 counties, EAB has now 

reached more than half of Iowa counties. The recent 

finds involve ash trees in Belle Plaine (Benton 

County), Alta (Buena Vista County), Charles City 

(Floyd County), Cresco (Howard County), and rural 

SW Milo area (Warren County). Insect samples 

were submitted from these sites and positively 

identified by the USDA.  

“This is traditionally the time of year we 

experience an increase in calls from Iowan 

suspecting EAB infested trees,” said Mike Kintner, 

Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land 

Stewardship EAB and gypsy moth coordinator. 

“Now that trees have been given the opportunity to 

fully leaf out for the season, the symptoms of an ash 

tree under attack by EAB are more noticeable.” 

EAB-infested ash trees display canopy dieback 

beginning at the top of the tree and progressing 

downward, S-shaped feeding galleries under dead 

or splitting bark, D-shaped exit holes, water  

sprouts along the trunk and main branches, and 

bark that is stripped off as a result of woodpeckers 

hunting for EAB larvae. 

The adult beetle is metallic green in color and 

measures approximately one-half inch long and can 

be observed during the summer months. The larvae 

are the damaging stage and burrow through the 

inner layer of bark, feeding on the vascular tissue 

that moves life-sustaining water and nutrients 

throughout the tree. Starved trees usually die within 

two to four years.  

The Iowa EAB Team provides EAB diagnostic 

assistance to landowners and includes officials from 

Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land 

Stewardship (IDALS), Iowa State University 

Extension and Outreach, the Iowa Department of 

Natural Resources (DNR), USDA Animal and Plant 
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Health Inspection Service and the USDA Forest 

Service. Anyone who suspects an infested ash tree 

in a county not known to have EAB is urged to 

contact the Iowa EAB Team. 

At this calendar date, the treatment window for 

soil-applied preventive treatment measures (soil 

injection, soil drench, or granular application) has 

ended. Basal trunk sprays for trees 23 inches 

diameter (measured 4.5 feet above the ground) can 

be made until mid-June. Trunk injections can be 

done now through the end of August if a landowner 

is interested in protecting a valuable and healthy ash 

tree within 15 miles of a known infestation. Good 

ground moisture is essential for systemic insecticide 

movement in a tree. Full details are available in 

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach 

publication PM2084: 

https://store.extension.iastate.edu/product/13114  

A federal quarantine, enforced by the U.S. 

Department of Agriculture, remains in effect and 

prohibits the movement of all hardwood firewood 

and ash articles out of Iowa into non-quarantined 

areas of other states without a valid compliance 

agreement or permit. To help reduce the spread of 

EAB and other destructive tree-killing pests, Iowans 

are strongly encouraged to use locally sourced 

firewood. The transport of unknowingly infested 

firewood is the quickest way to spread EAB to new 

areas. 

Additional EAB information and maps are 

available at www.IowaTreePests.com. 

For more information contact any of the 

following members of the Iowa EAB Team: 

Mike Kintner, IDALS EAB coordinator, 

515-745-2877, 

Mike.Kintner@IowaAgriculture.gov 

Robin Pruisner, IDALS state entomologist, 

515-725-1470, 

Robin.Pruisner@IowaAgriculture.gov  

Paul Tauke, DNR state forester, 515-725-

8450, Paul.Tauke@dnr.iowa.gov 

Tivon Feeley, DNR forest health coordinator, 

515-725-8453, Tivon.feeley@dnr.iowa.gov  

Emma Hanigan, DNR urban forestry 

coordinator, 515-249-1732, 

Emma.Hanigan@dnr.iowa.gov 

Jesse Randall, ISU Extension and Outreach 

forester, 515-294-1168, Randallj@iastate.edu 

Mark Shour, ISU Extension and Outreach 

entomologist, 515-294-5963, 

mshour@iastate.edu 

Laura Iles, ISU Extension and Outreach 

entomologist, ISU Plant and Insect Diagnostic 

Clinic, 515-294-0581, ljesse@iastate.edu  

Donald Lewis, ISU Extension and Outreach 

entomologist, 515-294-1101, 

drlewis@iastate.edu.  

Jeff Iles, ISU Extension and Outreach 

horticulturist, 515-294-3718, iles@iastate.edu  
 

 
 

 
 
 

STATE FOREST NURSERY OFFERS 
SMALLER MINIMUM ORDERS 

 

Landowners and homeowners can now order 

smaller quantities of high-quality native tree and 

shrub species from the State Forest Nursery. The 

nursery is now accepting minimum orders of 100 

seedlings of one species and hopes to lower the 

minimum order quantity even further in the near 

future. 

"Our constituents made it clear they want the 

ability to purchase smaller quantities of seedlings,” 

says Paul Tauke, DNR state forester. “Thanks to 

recent legislation, we are now able to do that for our 

customers.” 

For many years, minimum orders for nursery 

stock were set at 500 seedlings.  

For seedling choices, including photos and 

descriptions, visit www.iowadnr.gov/nursery and 

click on “Seedling Catalog.” For more information 

about tree and shrub seedlings or to place an order, 

contact the Iowa DNR State Forest Nursery at 1-

800-865-2477.   

 
 
 

https://store.extension.iastate.edu/product/13114
http://www.iowatreepests.com/
mailto:Mike.Kintner@IowaAgriculture.gov
mailto:Robin.Pruisner@IowaAgriculture.gov
mailto:Paul.Tauke@dnr.iowa.gov
mailto:Tivon.feeley@dnr.iowa.gov
mailto:Tivon.feeley@dnr.iowa.gov
mailto:Randallj@iastate.edu
mailto:mshour@iastate.edu
mailto:ljesse@iastate.edu
mailto:drlewis@iastate.edu
mailto:iles@iastate.edu
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTcwNDI2LjcyNzQ5OTAxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE3MDQyNi43Mjc0OTkwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3NDEwMDYxJmVtYWlsaWQ9b2JyYWRvdmljaC5qaW1AZ21haWwuY29tJnVzZXJpZD1vYnJhZG92aWNoLmppbUBnbWFpbC5jb20mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&101&&&http://www.iowadnr.gov/nursery?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
tel:(800)%20865-2477
tel:(800)%20865-2477
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NON-NATIVE TREE OF THE 

QUARTER 
 

BLACK HICKORY 

CARYA TEXANA 
 

By Tom Brady, IWOA board member 
 

 
 

A little bit about the scientific name before I get 

to the tree; Carya looks like it should be two 

syllables, but it is actually three [Care ee ah]. And 

as for texana [tex Aye na], the tree is indeed a 

native of Texas, but has a range nearly to our 

Southern border. 

Black hickory may be the most frustrating tree 

I've written about due to the minimal amount of 

reference material, and much of that is 

contradictory. The best I can come up with is this: 

Black hickory gets it's name from the mature 

bark color which is dark brown to black. The bark is 

tight, not shaggy. The immature bark, as well as the 

twigs are gray, although some trees have twigs 

which are thin and bronze colored turning gray in 

the second year. 

The leaves are alternate and compound. The 

leaflets are opposite one another, lance shaped with 

finely toothed edges, and number typically 7. The 

compound leaves as a whole are about 12 inches 

long, while each leaflet is 6 inches long by 3 inches 

wide. They are dark green on top with pale green to 

yellow veins. The fall color is gold. 

Black hickory tends to have numerous small 

branches and dense leaf production. You can't see 

through the tree typically. It has a nice uniform 

shape especially when young. The mature height is 

50 feet, although some say less. The tallest tree 

known is 110 feet. The tree is shade intolerant. 

The tree does not require a pollinator but will be 

more productive if it has one. The nuts are round to 

slightly egg shaped and are 1 and a quarter to 2 

inches in diameter. The husk is thin and is yellow to 

brown when ripe. The seed kernel is sweet and 

edible. 

I bought 5 trees from the Cascade nursery in 

1999 and at least 2 survive. If there are others I have 

lost track of them. I'm guessing that they have 

passed on to tree heaven. Their planting site is now 

over grown and they are shade intolerant, as I 

mention The 2 trees I can identify are ones I moved 

some years ago when they were at least 8 foot tall. 

Anything smaller and the occasional golfer who is 

too full of pop may run over them, and the deer 

think small trees are candy. Both trees are 15 to 20 

foot tall and one produced a single nut last fall. I 

managed to save it from the squirrels and as I write 

this in early spring I'm waiting anxiously to see if it 

germinates. 

Both trees have a similar uniform shape. The 

bark is still gray as well as the twigs. The branches 

are numerous and have a slight zig-zag appearance. 

The tree that produced the single hickory nut differs 

slightly from the other in that last year's growth is 

thin and bronze in color, not gray. My trees do not 

have lance shaped leaflets. Mine have leaflets which 

are small and more or less pear shaped, which one 

book listed as a genetic variation. They are dark 

green with yellow veins; very pretty. 

I love these trees, but like most hickories they 

are slow growers, especially when young. No 

publication I could find listed the planting zones for 

this tree, but it seems perfectly hardy. I'm sure 

Cascade nursery listed them as at least zone 5 or I 

wouldn't have bought them. 

 
A TOTALLY AWESOME 

RESOURCE! 
 

There is a new Forest Service publication titled 

National Individual Tree Species Atlas that is 

available at 

https://www.fs.fed.us/foresthealth/technology/pub_t

itles.shtml#N. You need to go to N to find it and 

download it.  When you click on it, it will take 

several minutes to download but the wait is 

worthwhile. The bonus is that this web link leads 

you to a plethora of other electronic publications 

that are of use to anyone with trees, forests, prairies 

etc. on their agenda. The Atlas is awesome in my 

opinion. Editor 

https://www.fs.fed.us/foresthealth/technology/pub_titles.shtml#N
https://www.fs.fed.us/foresthealth/technology/pub_titles.shtml#N
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PROPER REMOVAL OF 

UNWANTED TREES/SHRUBS 
By Kevin Kelly 

 

In our yards, woodlands, pastures and 

windbreaks we have a multitude of unwanted 

volunteer trees and shrubs that need removal.  What 

is the easiest and safest way to do it? 

Last fall I was out in my tree planting that I did 6 

years ago. The trees are 8-12 feet tall but there was 

a multitude of volunteer trees that needed to be 

removed. I have beautiful spruce, oaks, pecan, 

hickory, cherry, walnut and others.  But I also had 

Honey locust, soft maple, mulberry, and others that 

were seriously affecting the growth rate of my 

wanted trees.  The volunteers need to be removed 

and here is the way I do it. I think it works the best 

for me and should work for you. 

Safety is very important. I wear a helmet, ear 

protection and flip down eye protection, leather 

boots, and Kevlar chaps, especially if working near 

the honey locust with their sharp thorns. 
 

 
 

I like to use a lightweight chain saw with a blade 

of about 12”.  As most of my trees that needed 

removal were about 4 inches or less, this is the 

perfect size saw for doing this. On larger trees over 

6”, I put a cut one inch deep around the trunk of the 

tree and spray my formula in this area.  Timing is 

very important for doing this and my 

recommendation is to do it in the fall from Oct 1
st
 to 

Dec 15
th

 for best results.  I have 100% success 

doing it at this time of year and the reason is the sap 

from the trees is going down into the roots for the 

winter.  When you cut the smaller trees off level 

about 6 inches above the ground and apply a 75% 

roundup solution of 41% glyphosate, and 25% 

water, to the cut surface it is then “pulled” into the 

roots and causes death of the plant. I like to use a 

Stihl spray bottle for my herbicide applicator as 

shown in the picture, as it is the easiest to use for 

me. 

I only recommend glyphosate commonly called 

Roundup to be used on cut trees or around any trees 

as it the safest for my wanted trees.  I DO NOT ever 

recommend using herbicides- Tordon, Grazon, 

Milestone or any product with near or around any 

existing trees as the active ingredient in the 

herbicide can and will kill them.  Conifers are 

especially susceptible to death from Picloram, with 

only a few drops within their root zone. We see this 

every day in our business. 41% Roundup is $34.99 

for a 2 1/2 gallon container at the local farm store 

like Thiesens.  Tordon is active and can affect and 

kill trees in the area for up to 8 years while 

Roundup is active for only 32 days. 

My trees have really responded this year with 

many trees putting on 3-5 ft of new growth since I 

removed the volunteer trees last fall.  Next will 

come the actual trimming of the trees this 

fall/winter. 

Let me know if you have any questions. 

Kevin Kelly, Windbreakologist. 191 Quincy 

Ave., Clarence, IA 52216 - PH 563-452-0280 

kkelly6300@gmail.com. www.windbreaktrees.com  
 

 
 

CHECK YOUR YARD FOR 

FUGITIVES! 
By Lindsey Barney 

Iowa DNR District 9 Forester 
 

Many people may not know that their residential 

yards, acreages, and even woodlands can contain 

insect, disease, and plant fugitives.  By my 

definition, fugitives are actually invasive organisms; 

plant, insect, or disease species that were 

transplanted here knowingly or by accident.  What 

do I mean knowingly?  Well a lot of times the latest 

and greatest showy plant/shrub/or tree may be from 

a foreign country where its native plant community 

and predators keep it in check.  When these 

tel:(563)%20452-0280
mailto:kkelly6300@gmail.com
http://www.windbreaktrees.com/
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://24.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_mcrv6vNv6W1qit2sxo1_r2_1280.png&imgrefurl=http://signifikat.tumblr.com/post/34713991917&h=444&w=1280&sz=26&tbnid=mNWGXuHrFRHrcM:&tbnh=42&tbnw=120&prev=/search?q=tree+branch+clip+art+free&tbm=isch&tbo=u&zoom=1&q=tree+branch+clip+art+free&usg=__VeiSUfaySN9RZnl2p7hCzyyEhcQ=&docid=C5PoIEywo_gN-M&sa=X&ei=7P3IUbD9AeXW0gHY-4H4Aw&ved=0CDIQ9QEwAg&dur=46
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biological specimens are brought to the United 

States for seemingly good intentions, they use their 

natural adaptations in this new land for out-

competing our native species.  Why?  Because the 

conditions that normally keep them under control 

are not present here.  Here is an abbreviated laundry 

list of such offenders: 

 Gypsy Moth – brought to the U.S. for the 

silk industry – now are actively defoliating oak 

woodlands 

 Sudden Oak Death – pathogen can be 

carried on rhododendron plants – which are 

commonly distributed outside of their natural range 

(West coast) all through the country 

 Tree of Heaven – brought to the U.S. as a 

fast-growing street  tree – it is now one of the top 

invasive trees in this Forest District 

 Bush Honeysuckles, multiflora rose, and 

buckthorn  – once promoted for conservation 

plantings, these shrubs easily are distributed to 

woodland understories by wildlife where they 

threaten to extinguish native oak/hickory 

regeneration 

 Garlic Mustard – brought to the U.S. from 

Europe to be used as an herb.  This plant escaped to 

woodlands and now severely threatens native 

woodland plant diversity including forest flowers 

like Jack-in-the-Pulpit. 

 Japanese Barberry – still commonly sold as 

decorative shrub, this small bush also threatens 

woodland understories. 

 Burning Bush – native to Asia but still 

commonly used as a decorative shrub, this shrub is 

another woodland invasive. 

 Oriental bittersweet – imported for use in 

home decorations – now is smothering forest 

vegetation from Iowa eastward. 

 Salt Cedar – introduced from Asia as a 

decorative plant – still commonly planted even in 

this area (I’ve seen it!) – kills native plant 

communities by creating salty soil conditions 

 Bradford/Callery Pear – An oriental pear 

commonly used as a decorative tree – some hybrids 

have made viable seeds that escape and threaten to 

take over disturbed areas. 

 Norway Maple – a very common urban tree, 

can easily escape into woodlands where it’s shade 

tolerant nature smothers out native vegetation and 

inhibits native oak/hickory regeneration. 

Why are native plants so important?  Native 

plants are adapted to our climate, and native 

wildlife species are best adapted to living in habitat 

surrounded by these native plants!  Each species of 

plant, large or small, plays an important role in the 

way the rest of the biological system works.  When 

fugitives (invasives) are introduced, this disrupts or 

stops the natural cycle; affecting wildlife, soil and 

water resources, and ultimately us.  

What can we do?  Let’s start by learning a 

lesson.  Just because these exotic plants are 

available, doesn’t mean we know how they will 

impact our natural areas in the future.  We need to 

get a little more creative with what we choose to 

plant in our yards.  Nature has provided us with 

many beautiful plant species – we just need to find 

out what they are and how to use them.  For 

instance, here are some great native shrubs and 

small trees to use in tight spaces and for 

conservation plantings: serviceberry, ironwood, 

musclewood, red bud, red mulberry, Eastern wahoo 

(cousin to burning bush), American bittersweet 

(vine), Virginia Creeper (vine), American plum, red 

osier, gray and silky dogwoods, hazelnut, 

elderberry, choke cherry, ninebark, arrowwood, 

nannyberry, New Jersey Tea, False indigo, and the 

list goes on and on.     

I assist private landowners with assessing and 

managing the health of their woodlands.  If you 

think you might have some plant, insect, or disease 

fugitives lurking in your woodland, give your DNR 

District Forester a call – your woodlands will thank 

you!  
 

IWOA SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
 

The Iowa Woodland Owners Association has 

established a scholarship fund for Forestry majors at 

Iowa State University. Each year one $500 

scholarship is offered to a qualified applicant. 

Individuals are encouraged to contribute to this 

fund so that scholarships can be offered in future 

years. Your donations are tax deductible. 

Contributions should be mailed to: Iowa Woodland 

Owners Scholarship Fund c/o ISU Foundation, 

Iowa State University, Ames, IA 50011. 

Checks should be made to: ISU Foundation/ 

IWOA Scholarship Fund. An appropriate cover 

letter should also indicate that the contribution is for 

the IWOA Scholarship Fund. 
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OLIVIA RAUEN 
2017 IWOA SCHOLARSHIP 

RECIPIENT 
 

My name is Olivia Rauen and I am a recipient of 

the Iowa Woodland Owners Association 

Scholarship. Let me begin by saying l feel honored 

to receive this award. I am a junior in Forestry 

specializing in Natural Resource Conservation and 

Restoration. Originally from small-town Northeast 

Iowa, I chose to study at Iowa State University 

because of its incomparable natural resource 

programs and broad availability of classes. While at 

Iowa State, I’ve become very involved in the 

NREM department as a peer mentor for incoming 

students and will be a teacher's assistant for our 

Dendrology class this fall. I have also had the 

privilege of working in several research labs, 

including the most recent, a soil and water quality 

lab studying erosion and saturated and unsaturated 

buffers. I have dedicated my extracurricular time to 

the ISU Forestry Club, of which I am currently 

president. It has been a privilege to enable and 

encourage other students to participate in 

professional development activities and provide 

networking opportunities. Being involved in the 

club has taught me so many career and life skills as 

well as provided me with great friends, hobbies, and 

pride for our program. 

As I approach my last year in college, I have 

begun to really develop goals for my future career. I 

would like to do consulting within Iowa for private 

landowners who are looking to enhance their 

property and increase sustainable practices. I am 

interested in both agricultural land and forest. I 

understand the importance of both in our landscapes 

and believe there can be a healthy balance between 

the two to enhance our land. I have spent time 

working with landowners through the Iowa Natural 

Heritage Foundation and have loved the experience. 

I can see the pride I feel for my family's land 

reflected when they speak about their own 

properties. It is this passion that drives me to work 

with landowners to help them manage and take care 

of their land. 

Being the recipient of this award means that I 

can focus on my studies without the burden of 

education costs. I plan to spend next year gaining 

my Pesticide Applicator's License and Chainsaw 

Safety Certificate and this award will help me fund 

those certifications as well as help me go to 

professional development conferences such as the 

National Society of American Foresters Conference. 

These certifications and experiences will boost my 

resume and make me very marketable in the field. 

The rest of the scholarship will be used for housing. 

I greatly appreciate your support of my education 

and am thrilled to be entering the natural resource 

and conservation field. 

Yours sincerely, Olivia Rauen 

 

 
 

IWOA Board Member Chuck Semler presenting 

Olivia Rauen with the 2017 IWOA Scholarship 
 

NOTIFICATION OF CHANGE TO THE 

ASSOCIATION BYLAWS 
 

At the January 11
th

 2017 meeting of the IWOA Board 

of Directors the following change to the bylaws was 

approved by unanimous vote. 

Article IX Fiscal Year 

The Fiscal Year of the Association shall begin on 

January 1
st
 and end on December 31

st
. 

Background:  The fiscal year had begun October 1
st
 

and ended on September 31
st
.  The change was adopted to 

better align with the actual flow of incomes and 

expenditures of the Association. 

Our membership and dues collection is set up on a 

calendar year schedule as are our reoccurring annual 

expenditures i.e. Lobbyist fees, Trees for Kids, etc. 

Fiscal year 2017 will be extended to December 31
st 

which means we will have 5 quarters this FY.  

We will publish this change in the Bylaws after the 

Annual meeting. 

Best to All, Kevin Karr, Vice President IWOA, Bonaparte, 

Iowa  
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PRESIDENTS COLUMN 
By Paul Millice, IWOA President 

 

Where do we start?  I suppose by now most 

everyone is aware the DNR has taken an ax to the 

Forestry Bureau by firing Paul Tauke, eliminating 

Aaron Lumley’s position, moving all the District 

Foresters to the Wild Life Division and putting the 

State Foresters under Parks and Rec.  These 

changes will mean Iowa is a first.  This makes Iowa 

the first State that does not have a Forestry Bureau 

or Division.  

A number of IWOA members attended an 

informational meeting held in Edgewood on 

Monday 10 July. It was explained that these were 

strictly budget moves that were made to keep the 

department within their shrinking budgets. 

A couple of points surfaced, first the Iowa's 

Natural Resources and Outdoor Recreation Trust 

Fund needs to be approved by the legislature and 

secondly the property tax rebates for business is 

nice but may be contributing to State revenue 

shortfalls.  

It is imperative that each and everyone start 

contacting their legislators as well as the Governor 

to express our dissatisfaction with the budgeting 

process and the chopping up of the Forestry Bureau. 

The ball is in our court, we must make our 

concerns heard LONG and LOUD!  We need to be 

reminding these folks who they work for and that 

they serve at our pleasure! 

As a side note, Dave Bartemes has chosen not to 

run for reelection to the board to help him focus on 

his health and family.  Dave will be sorely missed.  

Dave was co chair of the Healthy Trees Coalition, 

our Legislative Liaison and a great spokesperson for 

IWOA and all Trees. 

Kevin Karr also has chosen not to seek another 

term, although I suspect Kevin may be planning a 

different run.  Kevin has been instrumental in the 

day to day operations of the organization as well as 

the point person sending letters and recruiting 

Forest Reserve Owners to join IWOA.  Additionally 

he is managing a project with the State Fair Board 

to develop a tree I.D. project where one will be able 

to scan a code on a tree at the Fairgrounds and it 

will take you to a website and tell you all about that 

tree type.  

 

MINUTES OF THE IOWA 

WOODLAND OWNERS 

ASSOCIATION MARCH 29, 2017 
 

The meeting was called to order at12:16 pm by 

President Paul Millice at the Iowa Capitol Building. 

Present were Kevin Karr, Ann Schneckloth, Al 

Wagner, Dave Bartemes, Ed Kocal, and Paul 

Millice. Kevin made a motion to accept the minutes 

of the last meeting, Al seconded, and the minutes 

were approved. The Financial report was read, and 

it was noted that we have about $18,000 in our 

checking account. Kevin led a discussion about how 

the finance report is made, with the register printed 

out, and then an itemized entries document. With 

these two reports it should be more user-friendly. 

This may make it easier for our Treasurer, Sherri 

Sisson, to do our reports. Dave moved that we 

accept this idea and the financial report. Al 

seconded, and it was approved. 

Kevin made a motion to accept the Membership 

report. It was noted during the discussion that 54 

members have not renewed. The time period should 

be noted and follow-up done before people are 

dropped. That is included in the new job description 

for the Membership Secretary. It is hard to make 

them not be a member. New members are given 2 

years for the price of one. Ed seconded Kevin's 

motion and it carried. Cathy should be on board for 

the new Job Description for Membership Secretary. 

Paul will set up a Post Office Box for IWOA 

correspondences. Dave made a motion to have 

everything with IWOA name on it to be delivered to 

that PO Box. Ed seconded and the motion carried. 

Dave made a motion that all attendees to the 

Capitol Field Day be allowed to buy IWOA shirts 

for $15. That price should be done for anyone that 

comes to our field events. Kevin seconded Dave's 

motion and it carried. 

Paul went over our Board Assignments sheet 

again. Goals, Newsletters, Field Days, Advocacy, 

and Membership are our cornerstones. Dave said he 

will continue Advocacy by being involved with 

Legislation at the Statehouse. Ed said he will help 

with Field Days. It was mentioned that a south 

central Iowa Field Day would be good. Paul said 

that he has talked to Steve Meyer with the Timber 

Talk Newsletter, and he is running behind. Nothing 

has been done on the Newsletter. Dave will send 
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Steve a write up about today's IWOA events. The 

ListServe is now Cathy's job. 
Kevin talked about ideas for the Finance committee. 

There should be a wage review for the Treasurer. 

Mileage should be paid to have her attend the meetings. 

Dave said we will table these ideas until next meeting. 

The Fall Field Day will worked on by Paul and Ed. It 

would be good to have places and people on deck for 

these well in advance. 

Membership Study: Kevin reported that 44 new 

members have come out of the project that he and Cathy 

have worked on. The mail outs from the last time they 

worked on it were only half done. We need to encourage 

her to speed up, because the Board recognizes that this 

Forest Reserve list mailings is working. Our cost was 

$900, but per member it is not costly. Dave said that we 

will pass a resolution to ask Cathy to do more with this 

in a timely manner. Ann is to write a letter to Cathy and 

have Paul sign it. 

Chuck Semler attended a Deer Study. He is a good 

representative for us on that subject. 

The Woodland Owner handbook sample was on the 

table for us to look at. It is titled My Healthy Stream. 

Kevin made a motion that we approve our name to be on 

it, Dave seconded, and it was approved. The booklet was 

done with a grant. 

Dave Bartemes, Paul Millice, and Kevin Karr are 

coming off the Board at the end of this year. Paul 

appointed Al Wagner, Ed Kocal, and Al Rathje to be on 

the Nominating Committee for finding new Board 

member possibilities for the ballot this fall. Paul said this 

information should appear in the Newsletter. 

Dave discussed the Scholarship. He said we should 

keep it funded for the next couple of years. If we keep 

the $5,000 in it will make interest and be sustainable. It 

is troubling to know that some of the recipients are 

moving out of Iowa. 

Kevin's Tree Identification idea is still in the works. 

He presented it to the State Fair Committee, they liked it, 

and now it must be approved by the Manager of the Fair. 

It is close to approval. Our website can have maps of the 

trees at theiowawoodlandowners.org. 

The next Board meeting will be Monday, June 26, at 

the Ronnenberg Restaurant in Amana, Iowa. Dave 

moved we adjourn the meeting. Adjourned at 1:28 pm. 

Ann Schneckloth, IWOA Secretary 

 

IWOA MAILING ADDRESS 
 

The IWOA now has a mailing address.   

Iowa Woodland Owners Association 

P.O. Box 334 

North Liberty, IA 52317-0334 

 

The IWOA Board 
 

Paul Millice, President 
pmillice@aol.com 

 

Kevin Karr, Vice-president 
krkarr@hughes.net 

 

Ann Schneckloth 
ann@mfgraffix.com 

 

Ed Kocal 
edkocal@yahoo.cdom 

 

Allan Rathje 
alrathje9@gmail.com 

 

David Bartemes 
davebartemes@gmail.com 

 

Tom Brady 
fred@toadvalley.com 

 

Robert Jefferson 
bandbjefferson@hotmail.com 

 

Al Wagner 
wagnera@netins.net 

 

IWOA Support Staff 
Cathy Wilkie, Membership Secretary 

CAT_Wilkie@yahoo.com 
 

Sherri Sisson, Treasurer 
Sherri227th@gmail.com 

 

TIMBER TALK WANT ADS 
 

At the June 2017 IWOA Board meeting it was 

agreed that IWOA members can place a free want 

ad in Timber Talk for tree/timber related items.  

These want ads will be limited to business card size 

and must not be for commercial or business 

purposes. One should email your requested want ad 

to Steve Meyer 60 days before the publish date.  We 

currently are publishing three times a year. April 1, 

Aug 1 and Dec 15th. Please note there are no 

guarantees on this free offer, if there is not space 

your request may have to wait for the next issue. 

Send want adds to the IWOA editor at 

gfdchief@netins.net. Please be sure to state IWOA 

WANT ADD in the subject line. 
 
 
 

mailto:pmillice@aol.com
mailto:krkarr@hughes.net
mailto:edkocal@yahoo.cdom
mailto:alrathje9@gmail.com
mailto:fred@toadvalley.com
mailto:bandbjefferson@hotmail.com
mailto:wagnera@netins.net
mailto:CAT_Wilkie@yahoo.com
mailto:gfdchief@netins.net
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Iowa Tree Farm Committee Officers 
 

Ron Fullenkamp, Chairman 
rcful@iowatelecom.net 

 

Larry Wiley, Vice Chairman 
wileyfam@netins.net 

 

Aaron Lumley, Secretary 
Aaron.Lumley@dnr.iowa.gov 

 

Lisa Louck, Treasurer 
Lisa.Louck@dnr.iowa.gov 

 

Dr. Jesse Randall, ATF national correspondent 
randallj@iastate.edu 

 

The Iowa Tree farm system is affiliated with the American 
Tree Farm System and recognizes the efforts and 
accomplishments of individuals as related to their woodlands.  
If interested in becoming a Tree Farmer please contact your 
Iowa DNR District Forester for more information, help with 
creating a management plan, and filing an application to join. 

 

 

AT THE WOODPILE 
From the Editor 

Looking for some information 
 

As I’ve circulated around people in the tree and 
forest world I’ve come up with a few topics I would 
like someone to provide me some information or 
references about for articles in future issues of 
Timber Talk. They are: 

 

 Vine control in woodlands 

 Conservation easements 

 Why are our Oaks dying? 

 How to make a homemade dauber for 

woodland herbicides. 

 Current and future saw log market 

 

I’m certain there are people in the ranks of the 

IWOA membership who have expertise or know of 

someone with knowledge on these topics. Just let 

me know. Thank you. 

CLASSIFIEDS 
 

FOR SALE 
 

Vermeer Tree Spade Model TS-44A 
Call Dwight Hughes 319-360-8787 

Hughes Nursery, Cedar Rapids 
 

 

BALE WRAP YOUR TREES 
TO KEEP DEER OFF 

 

 
 

To prevent deer from rubbing your evergreen trees 
I have had good success with using plastic bale 
wrap around the trees starting about Sep 1st. Deer 
get theIr horns caught in this stuff and I think go 
crazy when it becomes entangled in their horns, as 
I have found it hundreds of feet from the tree.  I 
then take it off about Dec 15th and put it around 
the base of the tree and works good for weed 
control for the next year.  You can get used bale 
wrap free from anyone who feeds big round bales 
and redo it every year until the trees are about 6-8 
feet tall.  Call me if you have any questions. 
 
Kevin Kelly, Windbreakologist 
191 Quincy Ave. Clarence, IA   52216 
PH 563-452-0280 
www.windbreaktrees.com 

 

mailto:Lisa.Louck@dnr.iowa.gov
mailto:randallj@iastate.edu
http://www.windbreaktrees.com/
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=axe+clip+art+free&start=114&sa=X&biw=1152&bih=704&tbm=isch&tbnid=3ex6zQitMluc1M:&imgrefurl=http://etc.usf.edu/clipart/28300/28320/axe_28320.htm&docid=lU-kDGYMSHUeOM&imgurl=http://etc.usf.edu/clipart/28300/28320/axe_28320_lg.gif&w=1024&h=258&ei=5wnJUaj9Jsyv0AHcs4CgBQ&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:18,s:100,i:58&iact=rc&page=6&tbnh=76&tbnw=302&ndsp=27&tx=144&ty=42
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TimberTalk  

Timber Talk, August 2017 
Iowa Woodland Owners Association 
PO Box 334 
North Liberty, IA   52317-0334 
IWOA Website: www.iowawoodlandowners.org 
 
Timber Talk is a newsletter published  
3 times per year to serve members of 
the Iowa Woodland Owners Association and the  
Iowa Tree Farmer’s Association. 

Become a Member of IWOA 
We invite you (or someone you might know) to 

become a member of the Iowa Woodland Owners 
Association 

__Member $20—woodland owner, voting 
__Associate Member $20—non-woodland owner, non-voting 
__Contributing Member $50—woodland owner, voting 
__Contributing Associate Member $50—non-woodland 
owner, non-voting 

 

Name_______________________________________ 
 

Address_____________________________________ 
 

City_________________________________________ 
 

State__________________ Zip___________________ 
 

Phone________________________________________ 
 

E-mail_______________________________________ 
 

Number of forest acres you own_________________ 
 

County acres located____________________________ 
 

Mail this completed form and check to: 
Cathy Wilkie 

IWOA Membership Secretary 
80 Circle Drive #4 

North Liberty, IA   52317 

PRSTD STD. 

U.S POSTAGE 

PAID 

Dyersville, IA 

Permit No. 28 

Dear Iowa Tree Farm Members, 
 

If your mailing label on this newsletter reads “ITF” 

after your name, you receive our newsletter via 

Iowa Woodland Owner’s Association joint 

newsletter mailing effort with the Iowa Tree Farm 

Members.  
 

If you are an ITF member, and would rather 

receive your copy of Timber Talk via e-mail rather 

than receive a paper copy in the mail, please e-mail 

Cathy Wilkie, IWOA Membership Secretary at 

cat_wilkie@yahoo.com, and put “ITF MEMBER 

REQUESTING ELECTRONIC COPY” in the 

subject line of your e-mail. Include your current 

mailing address in the body of the e-mail so I make 

sure I get the right person signed up for the 

electronic mailing.  
 

We appreciate the Iowa Tree Farm folks taking the 

time to read Timber Talk, and we would also like 

to ask you to consider becoming more involved in 

IWOA by becoming a full-fledged IWOA member. 
 

If you’d like to join, please fill out the form on the 

right, and send in with your dues payment. 

mailto:cat_wilkie@yahoo.com

