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PLANTING FOREST SEEDLINGS 
From ISU Forestry Extension 

 

Editor’s note: I thought this was timely as seedling 
planting is one of the things that many of us will be involved 
in 0ver the next couple months. 

 

Tree planting success can be improved if several 
guidelines are followed. First and foremost, order 
tree stock from a reputable nursery to ensure that 
you get quality seedlings of the kind and type 
desired. When the planting stock is received by 
you, carefully inspect it for damage. Inspect the 
root system looking for mold or excessive dryness. 

For best results, plant seedlings as soon as 
possible. The longer the time between shipment 
and planting, the greater the risk of losses. For 
short term storage of nursery stock, unheated 
buildings or cellars can be used. Continue to 
monitor the stock during this period, and if it is 
packed in plastic rather than a root media such as 
peat moss, turn the bag daily to dissipate the 
moisture in the bag. For storage periods longer 
than one week, cooler facilities (35-42 F) are 
necessary. Old refrigerators can be used as long as 
the seedlings are not exposed to freezing 
temperatures. 

Planting sites should be tilled or have the 
competing vegetation killed in three foot wide 
strips with a herbicide such as Roundup. Try to 
plant when the site is suitable for field work. Do 
not plant when planting sites are wet because soil 
structure will be destroyed and seedling root 
growth will be restricted. 

Whether planting by hand or machine, plant 
seedlings properly. Best planting methods involve 

digging a hole large enough for the seedling's root 
system and filling soil back around the root system 
with sufficient compaction to ensure good root to 
soil contact. A tree planting bar or a mechanical 
tree planter are used to increase the planting rate. 
Be sure the slit around the seedling is closed to 
minimize drying and potential herbicide damage 
from pre-emergent herbicides. With all techniques, 
plant at the same depth the seedling grew in the 
nursery. 

For all plantings, make provisions for adequate 
weed control for 2-4 years. Several techniques 
provide acceptable weed control including 
mechanical or cultivation, mulches such as wood 
chips or ground corncobs, and herbicides such as 
simazine, Surflan, or Goal [see page 3]. Always 
follow label precautions and use accepted sprayer 
calibration procedures to ensure the effectiveness 
of the herbicide and to prevent damage from 
excessive herbicide application. Vegetation control 
in three foot wide strips, or circles around 
individual seedlings in sufficient. 
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Shannon Ramsey Timber & Hoddy Gates Farm  

 Jones County 

Saturday, May 20 2017 
 

FREE FORESTRY PROGRAM 
 

8:30  Coffee, Refreshments & Registration  
 

8:45am    -    Welcome & history of the farm 

 

  -     Small scale equipment for controlling unwanted plants 

- Herbicide and herbicide application methods for controlling unwanted plants 

  -     Property management plan and tree plantings around the farm.  

  -     Managing for wildlife habitat 

 

Noon Meal at Stone City General Store (***** see below for registration payment details*****) 

 

1:30  Hoddy Gates and daughter, Cindy Burke, property located at 3540 Weber Lane, Central City, IA  

(Leave Stone City going west on gravel along river; follow for 1 ½ miles, veering right on Matsel Park Rd (not Lane), go 

1 mile and turn left onto Weber Lane, uphill and right into driveway) 

 

- Welcome and history of property  

- Tree planting project overview 

- Permanent land protection options to consider (how the Gates for is protected well into the future 

 

4pm  Adjourn  

 

Instructors:  Shannon Ramsey, Hoddy Gates & Cindy Burk, Hosts 

  Kevin Oetkin, Consulting Forester, Maquoketa, Iowa 

  Paul Tauke, IDNR Forestry Bureau Chief 

  Dennis Goematt, Deputy Director, Linn County Conservation Board 

  Adam Janke, ISU Wildlife Extension 

  Jesse Randall, ISU Extension Forester  

 

Please note: We will be walking from site to site on a small loop with mostly flat terrain at the Ramsey farm and will be 

on a hayrack at the Gates property. Please come prepared to be out on woodland trails rain or shine.  
 

Directions: Shannon Ramsay’s Property located at 8022 Slide Rock Rd, Anamosa, IA 52205; Take X40 from north (Hwy 

151) or south (Mechanicsville) to Slide Rock Rd. Take the gravel and follow road around (do not stop at large rock!!); 

keep going down the large hill and look for property on left at top of hill just before white farm house and white pine 

windbreak. 
 

Registration: Please send $15 per person to IWOA, C/O Paul Millice, 2254 Black Diamond Rd Sw. Iowa 

City, IA 52240-8545. All registrations must be postmarked by May 10
th

 to guarantee a noon meal. If May 

10
th

 registration date has past please call Paul at 319-331-1238.

 



3 

 

HERBICIDE FORMULA FOR TREES 
 

Editor’s note: Here is a weed control method 
recommended by Kevin Kelly from Kelly Tree Farms. 
Use this in any area where seedling trees are 
getting competition from weeds and other 
neighboring vegetation. Follow label directions on 
herbicides. I had printed this in a previous edition of 
Timber Talk, but it is worth repeating as the coming 
months are when this tactic should be used. 
 

We recommend using herbicides when possible 
for the best way to get your trees off to a good 
start, and control competition for moisture, light 
and nutrients.  Can be done any time from April to 
November when grass or weeds are green. 
 

Here is the formula. 
 

 1 gallon water—Will do about 60 trees. 

 1/4 cup Roundup (2 oz)--41% active 
ingredient glysophate—can be bought 
anywhere, best price at a farm store.  Price 
is usually about $25.00 Per gallon, or $45.00 
for 2 ½ gallons. 

 1/4 cup Pendulum (2 oz)---can get at:  
www.domyownpestcontrol.com --get the 
yellow container for best results. Price is 
about $75.00 per 1 ½ gallon or $110.00 per 
2 ½ gallon. 

 
Spray an 18" circle (3 ft diameter) around each 

tree staying 3 inches away from the 
stem.  Spray the 2-3 inch tall grass/weeds just 
enough to wet the foliage but not run off.  DO NOT 
get wet spray on the stem or leaves of your trees 
as it can kill them. Do this once or at the most 
twice a year for 5 years or more. 

Growth rate will be two or three time faster 
using this than anything else, especially mulch. 

 

 

PRESIDENTS COLUMN 
By Paul Millice, IWOA President 

 

I’m still here. 
We sure had a mild winter with adequate 

moisture. 
On Feb 24th the State Deer Advisory Committee 

met in Des Moines. Chuck Semler represented 
IWOA see the summary in this newsletter.  Thanks 
Chuck. 

IWOA was at the Kirkwood Winter Garden Fair.  
Thanks to Larry Wiley, Al Wagner, Del Lawrence 
and Tom Rosenberger. Two memberships and 
three hats sold, Feb 25th 

By the time you are reading this we have 
finished the Tri States Forestry Conference and 
most likely will have had our tree day on the Hill 
under our belts on March 29th. 

Our Spring Field Day is scheduled for May 20th 
rural Jones County near Stone City, watch our 
website for details and we will mail a notice with 
details. Mark your calendars now. 

Membership is doing well and the tree 
identification project for the Iowa State 
Fairgrounds passed its first hurdle. 

We still need a location for our Fall Field Day 
and Annual meeting. 

If you would like to share your thoughts or 
support IWOA by hosting a Field Day email me at 
pmillice@aol.com or mail to Paul Millice 2254 Black 
Diamond Rd SW Iowa City, IA 52240 

 

 
 

Al Wagner, Tom Rosenberger and Larry Wiley ready to 
provide information and answer questions at the 
Kirkwood Winter Garden Fair. Photo Provided by Paul 
Millice. 

 

mailto:pmillice@aol.com
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Del Lawrence demonstrating his nut cracker. Photo by 
Paul Millice 

 
 

TREE DAY AT THE CAPITOL 
BEST YET! 

 

By Dave Bartemes 
 

Round One 
 

Woodland Owners turned out in record 
numbers for the annual Tree Day At the Capitol 
event, on March 29, 2017. The Tree Day exhibits 
were, likewise, better than ever. 

The Tree Day Exhibits that caught the most 
attention were the free (one to a customer) bare 
root seedlings supplied by the Department of 
Natural Resources Tree Nursery and the beautiful 
hand crafted casket displayed by the Trappist 
Monastery of New Melleray, Iowa.  This “from 
seedling to finished work of art” display caught 
everyone’s attention.  One overheard comment 
was, “There were seedlings all over the House and 
Senate floors.”   

Another comment was, “The legislators couldn’t 
miss the connection between the need for 
seedlings to provide the wood that craftspeople 
need to support their businesses.” 

These dramatic displays were augmented by the 
Trees Forever and Iowa Woodland Owners 
Association displays that always attract attention 
from citizens and legislators alike. 

The Coalition for Iowa’s Woodlands and Trees 
held a well-attended brief seminar on “How to 
Approach Your Legislator.”  Several legislators 
attended along with more than 50 interested 
people.  The legislators who attended were eager 
to talk with any of the attendees and pledged 
support for Iowa’s woodlands and trees.  They 
clearly understood the role trees and shrubs play in 
the effort to keep Iowa’s water and air clean. 

 

Round Two 
 

The 2017 Tree Day at the Capitol unfolded in stages.  
At 10:00 a m Governor Terry Branstad signed a 
proclamation that designate April as “Invasive Species 
Awareness Month.”  A contingent of about 15 
woodland owners and others were invited into 
Governor Branstad’s office to witness the ceremony.  
The governor took some extra time to talk about his 
commitment to Iowa’s woodlands and noted that he 
and his family had harvested a number of large walnut 
trees from their farm several years ago.  He concluded 
his remarks with, “It takes a long time to grow a good 
walnut tree, so we have to take care of our trees.” 

 

 

Governor Branstad signing Invasive Species 
Awareness Month proclamation 

 

Round Three 
 

What would a day at the capitol be without the 
opportunity to attend a legislative committee 
hearing? 

The Senate Natural Resources Committee met 
at 2:00 p m to debate and vote on House File 511.  
This file passed the House of Representatives 
Natural Resources Committee two weeks ago and 
needed to pass the Senate Natural Resources 
Committee before Friday March 30 in order to 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://24.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_mcrv6vNv6W1qit2sxo1_r2_1280.png&imgrefurl=http://signifikat.tumblr.com/post/34713991917&h=444&w=1280&sz=26&tbnid=mNWGXuHrFRHrcM:&tbnh=42&tbnw=120&prev=/search?q=tree+branch+clip+art+free&tbm=isch&tbo=u&zoom=1&q=tree+branch+clip+art+free&usg=__VeiSUfaySN9RZnl2p7hCzyyEhcQ=&docid=C5PoIEywo_gN-M&sa=X&ei=7P3IUbD9AeXW0gHY-4H4Aw&ved=0CDIQ9QEwAg&dur=46
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meet the deadline for bills to reach the full Senate 
and House floors.  

House File 511 is a bill that enables the Division 
of Forestry more flexibility in determining the cost 
for seedlings sold at the DNR Tree Nursery.  In the 
past prices were fixed by law and legislative rule. 
The process for price adjustment was lengthy, 
sometimes taking years.  The result was that 
inflation and wage increases caused the nursery to 
lose money.  By law the operation of the nursery 
must cost the nursery cost neutral so this bill is 
essential to keep the nursery open. 

Trees Forever, Iowa Woodland Owners, Nut 
Growers, and other members of the Coalition 
attended and were easily identified by the shirts 
and tags they were wearing. The bill passed out of 
committee by unanimous vote. 

 

 
 

IOWA DNR DEER DEPREDATION 
MEETING 

On Friday February 24 a committee of 

approximately 18 people representing various 

affected groups along with DNR representatives 

met in Des Moines to discuss the proposed DNR 

plans for controlling the deer herd in Iowa for 2017. 

A presentation was given by Tyler Harms who is a 

DNR wildlife research biometrician. Things that 

need to be balanced include the effect on Iowa’s 

economy, tourism, hunting opportunities and a food 

resource through the HUSH program versus the 

damage to property be it agriculture or vehicle 

accidents also deer health including chronic wasting 

disease and episodic hemorrhagic disease.  

After studying Iowa’s deer herd for many years 

the optimal balance of these concerns seems to be 

best served if the deer herd is maintained at a level 

that we had in the mid 1990’s. That allows an 

annual harvest of 100,000-120,000 deer. Last year’s 

harvest was 101,397 which is a slight decrease from 

the year before. The areas of largest decrease were 

in the early seasons due to the unusually warm 

weather. Depredation harvest was about 4% less 

than in 2015-2016. Licenses sold and deer harvested 

have been fairly constant since 2014. 

The proposed antlerless quota changes for 2017 

shows a net decrease of 2,425 tags. This is 

deceiving on first blush. There were 10,214 unsold 

tags in 2016 especially in the southern counties. The 

quotas will be reduced there and increased in areas 

where the deer herd needs more controlling. The 

DNR believes that there will be fewer unsold tags. 

Depredation tags are still available to those 

people who are suffering damage to their property 

by deer. One of the problems is that there are many 

landowners who enjoy watching the deer and don’t 

allow any hunting on their land. This creates a 

sanctuary for the deer which may be next to 

someone who wants the herd reduced. 

Chronic wasting disease is more prevalent in NE 

Iowa while episodic hemorrhagic disease is 

scattered but is found more in central to western 

Iowa. 

Chuck Semler 

IWOA representative 

3/2/2017 
 
START HERE 
 

 
 

SAFETY CORNER 
By Larry Wiley 

 

Safety reminders have been around a long time.  
While recently visiting a railroad museum in 
Natchez, Mississippi, I noticed an old publication on 
safety. I don’t know who published it, but it caught 
my eye.  It said: “YOUR SAFETY depends on just 3 
things: 

 

1. What you think about it! 

2. What you know about it! 

3. What you do about it!” 

That says a lot.  You need to have a mindset that 
puts safety at the forefront all the time.  You need 
to know what you are doing and how the 
equipment you are using is properly operated and 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&source=images&cd=&docid=8kV_tb4Lzvn8AM&tbnid=pKZXBjzvY6Kt7M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.clker.com/clipart-forest.html&ei=lm3JUe2_KYXGqgG6vYHwDQ&bvm=bv.48293060,d.aWM&psig=AFQjCNGcbqfVjFYwvUbd2AuXkmmz8zSCnQ&ust=1372241605355877
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the dangers associated with operating that piece of 
equipment.  Finally, you need to function using all 
the skills and knowledge you are aware of to keep 
yourself safe. If there is even a hint that the job you 
are doing is unsafe.  STOP and reevaluate the 
process. Don’t give trouble an opportunity to cause 
you pain. 
 

 
 

Be Safe and enjoy the woods! 
Larry Wiley 

 
 
 
 

STIHL MS 461 & MS 461 R 
Chain Saws Recalled 

 
The Consumer Product Safety Commission 

(CPSC) has announced a recall of 100,000 STIHL 
chain saws that are at risk of fire and burn 
hazards. The saws being recalled are models MS 
461 and MS 461 R. Both are used by firefighters. 

STIHL Inc. has received 117 reports of pinched 
or leaking fuel lines but the company reports they 
are unaware of any damage or injuries caused 
by the possible defect. 

Recalled chain saws have a serial number 
between 173092800 and 181993952 under the 
front hand guard on the engine housing’s sprocket 
side. The models affected were sold for 
approximately $1,000 from July 2012 through 
December 2016. 

The recommendation is that owners of the 
saws immediately stop using them and take them 
to an authorized STIHL dealer for a free inspection 
and repair. 

 

 

 

THIS OLD TREE 
By Ed Kocal 

This old tree and I go way back.  However, the giant 
white oak which was spared by the saw is much older 
than me.  You see, it was here as a young seedling 
about the same time Iowa was experiencing rapid 
settlement and our nation was in a civil war.  It has 
“seen” much over the years, from not only war and 
other times of and hardship, but the stages of progress 
and prosperity.  Its roots have been stepped on by 
wildlife, hogs, horses, cattle and man.  It has “watched” 
technology changing around it, from some of the first 
automobiles driving beneath it and the first jet airplane 
roaring way above it, to a modern high tech combine 
working a few hundred feet from it.  It has endured 
floods and droughts, record heat and cold, winds and 
hail.  It has ailed at times from disease.  Amazingly, long 
ago, passenger pigeons likely perched high above it.  
Yes, it has even seen other plant and animal species 
come and go.   

This tree and I “met” in 1985.  I was a relatively 
young hunter, looking for a place of concealment.  I 
leaned against its massive trunk, in an old fenceline.  
Little did I know, I would repeat this ritual year after 
year.  The big oak not only provided a backdrop for me, 
but also a food source for wildlife, especially for the 
deer and squirrels I hunted.  Many a day I sat beneath 
it, at times deep in thought. Imagine if it could “hear” 
me think as I pondered about daily challenges as well 
and thoughts of the future.  It was “with” me in good 
times and bad.  It “witnessed” me harvesting my first 
deer (as well as the ones that got away).  

The old tree has seen its better days now and is in 
decline.  It is no longer safe to sit beneath it.  It reminds 
us that nothing is forever, that nature can be 
unforgiving, yet it is renewable.  You see, the old tree is 
surrounded by some of its offspring.  Eventually, they 
will take over its reign in the forest canopy. A new 
hunter may again discover the virtues of one of its 
replacements.  And the cycle of life continues… 

Ed Kocal, IWOA Board Member 



7 

 

IWOA Board Minutes 
January 11, 2017 

 

The meeting was called to order at 10:00 am by 
President Paul Millice. 

Our newest member, Ed Kocal, was introduced to 
everyone.  Other Board members attending were Dave 
Bartemes, Al Wagner, Al Rathje, Bob Jefferson, Kevin 
Karr, Tom Brady, and Ann Schneckloth.  Also present 
were Shannon Ramsey, President of Trees Forever, and 
Paul Tauke from the Iowa DNR.  We thanked Bob for 
arranging our meeting place at Friendship Village in 
Waterloo, and having coffee ready.  He also arranged 
for us to eat lunch at Friendship Village. 

Next on the agenda was the Iowa State Forest 
Nursery update from Paul Tauke.  He has submitted a 
viability report in the Appropriations Bill, but has not 
heard anything.  The recommendations are to give 
flexibility to the current code so prices can be set and 
adjusted annually.  A second recommendation is to 
allow small quantity orders, even though it may cost 
more per tree to process.  The third recommendation is 
to allow resale of trees with roots attached.  Because of 
the waning CRP market, there is now more sales of 
landscape and potted stock.  The State Nursery needs 
these changes to market Iowa native seed sources. The 
best seeds with specific traits will help develop future 
stock for grafting, etc.  The Nursery needs these sales to 
support funding for the forestry staff.  If the Nursery 
can capture more sales it will help solve financial 
problems.  Under the present rules, it could take 2 years 
to change things, so it is hoped that the Northeast Iowa 
Forest Action Committee will start Legislative 
discussions.  After the Governor's address, the funding 
for the DNR may be cut.  Already there are 4 Forestry 
positions in Iowa that are unfilled.  The DNR has 
submitted forms to get five grants. There is an active bill 
to increase hunting and fishing license fees to benefit 
wildlife.  There is still a $500,000 line item in the 
Governor's budget for wildlife and water quality.  Paul 
said "don't underestimate your power", meaning 
Legislators don't like protestors standing around.  On 
March 29 we need everyone working together for water 
quality.  It starts with breakfast in the Senate Room.  
The IWOA Board is expected to be there.  The 3/8 cent 
sales tax has been approved by the Iowa voters, and the 
IWill idea needs to happen. 

Dave moved to accept the minutes of the last 
meeting.  Kevin seconded and the minutes were 

approved.  Dave made a motion to accept the financial 
report.  Al Rathje seconded.  After discussion, it passed. 

Kevin said that some items need to be specified, 
such as charity and sponsors, or sales/memberships. 

There should be separate letters of welcome for the 
IWOA.  Cathy has written a comprehensive letter for the 
Master Woodland Managers, and there should be a 
different one for people who have Forest Reserve. 

Steve Meyer has said that the timber talk Newsletter 
is taking a lot of time to do the distribution.  Are we 
getting what we are paying for? There is always a 
search for content.  The unapproved minutes of the 
IWOA should not be published.  The newsletter comes 
out April 1, August 1, and December 15 each year.  It 
was suggested that Steve reply by email when he 
receives and gets ready to publish someone's article. 

The job description for the Membership Secretary is 
being reviewed and updated to include ListServe 
custodian.  We will be best served if the Membership 
secretary's responsibilities include removing deceased 
members’ names from the ListServe.  Cathy is doing a 
good job.  Paul said he will send her the new job 
description and check to see that she has read it.  He 
will stay in contact with her more often than in the past. 
He will give her the welcome letters to use for new 
members. 

Paul handed out a paper with a list of jobs that IWOA 
Board members should consider taking on.  On the list 
was Secretary, Newsletter, Public Relations/Legislative 
Liaison, ListServe, Field Days/Events, Membership, 
Awards/Recognitions/Apparel, and Web Site.  The Web 
Site needs someone to keep it up and inform people of 
Board meetings, field days, Capital day, etc. 

Our current fiscal year is October to September.  
Kevin made a motion to amend the bylaws, changing 
the fiscal year to January 1 to December 31. Al Wagner 
seconded, and it passed with unanimous vote.  It will 
become effective January 1, 2018, and the current fiscal 
year will run through 2017. 

Shannon went over the Spring Field Day.  It will be at 
the end of May. There is hilly terrain, and there could be 
a 5 mile distance going from one area to another.  A 
shelter will be needed.  Kevin asked that we do not 
have repetition in topics covered.  Topics suggested 
were Agriforestry tax breaks, and carbon sequestering. 
The membership could give their opinions on the web 
site. 

Everyone was encouraged to think about the Fall 
Field Day. 

Kevin explained how he and Cathy have been 
working on contacts for the memberships.  They have 
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been using 10 county blocks and formatting the data 
from the Forest Reserve and Cathy's spread sheets.  The 
Master Woodland Managers Class and the data 
collected have produced 56 new IWOA members. 

Kevin has been looking into the idea of tree 
identification on the Iowa State Fair Grounds.  
Uploading data on 10 trees would cost about $250. 
Later trees could be added for less cost.  There would 
be signs with squares that could be read by cell phones 
that would educate people on each type of tree.  The 
signs would enable IWOA recognition and be 
educational to many fairgoers. 

IWOA members are expected to show up on March 
29 at the Capitol Building in Des Moines for support of 
the Coalition and have recognition of the IWOA with 
our Legislators.  Breakfast is at 9:00 am in the Senate 
Room. 

Kevin moved that we support Trees For Kids with 
$250.  Dave seconded and it was approved. 

Dave moved that we pay $1,000 to the Coalition for 
Iowa's Woodland Trees.  Shannon explained that the 
Coalition pays a Lobbyist.  The lobbyist has helped our 
cause by influencing the Legislators to keep the Forest 
Reserve.  O'Bradovich is an effective lobbyist.  There are 
6 contributing members of the Coalition, and 17 
members affiliated. 

Dave moved we support the Iowa Land and Legacy 
effort.  Ed seconded. The motion passed with Kevin the 
one dissenter. 

Paul said that we usually have a booth at the 
Kirkwood Garden Fair.  It is an annual event.  We will set 
up the booth on February 25. 

We have not supported a news item that credited 
CDMA with caring for trees and caring for deer. 

Al Wagner talked about not seeing a want ad that he 
thought had been put in the Timber Talk newsletter.  It 
was suggested that he ask for a reply from Steve Meyer 
by email to insure that the ad will appear in the 
upcoming issue. 

Kevin said the Iowa Tree Farmers invoice for 
publishing costs need to be in, along with money for 
Cathy's time.  Paul will send the financial information to 
Sherri. 

We will add the words Educate and Advocate to our 
banner on March 29. 

Our next meeting will be on March 29 at the Capitol 
Building in Des Moines.  The breakfast will be at 9:00 
am in the Senate Room.  Our business meeting will take 
place later in the day. Dave moved we adjourn.  
Meeting adjourned at 11:55 am. 

Ann Schneckloth, secretary 

NOMINATIONS SOUGHT 

FOR 

IWOA BOARD 
 

The IWOA Board of Directors is seeking 
nominations of people to serve on the 
board.  Anyone interested in serving or 
wishing to nominate someone needs to 
send their nomination in writing to Al 
Wagner by August 1, 2017. The election of 
officers will occur at the IWOA annual 
meeting in October, 2017. Ballots will be 
sent to IWOA members 30 days prior to 
the fall field day. 
The address to send the nominations to is: 

Al Wagner 
914 Elbow Creek Rd. 
Springville, IA 52336 or email him at 
wagneraj@netins.net 

 

 
 

CONTROLLED BURNING RESOURCES 
By Steve Meyer 

Timber Talk Editor 
 

Prescribed, burning in woodlands has received a 
lot of attention in recent years. Though it is indeed 
a beneficial practice, that doesn’t mean everyone 
should go out and wantonly start their forests and 
woodlots on fire. Mark Vitosh, Iowa DNR District 12 
Forester, has this to say: “Prescribed burns are an 
effective tool for woodlands management, but it 
has to meet landowner goals and the 
characteristics of the site in order to be the right 
tool to use. It’s not always the right tool, but under 
the right conditions and situations it can help the 
landowner achieve their goals.  If it’s not used 
correctly it can cause a lot of damage to the 
existing timber. Not every timber is the right 

mailto:wagneraj@netins.net
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situation for controlled burning.  There are many 
variables that need to be considered such as the 
timber type, the location and the landowners’ 
goals.” 

Vitosh’s best advice for anyone considering a 
controlled burn is to first consult with their district 
forester. The district forester can help determine if 
a prescribed burn is the correct option. He says 
that in the last 10 years state foresters have 
become well-versed in prescribed burning and that 
the practice is now being used in some state 
forests.  

Contact information for Iowa District Foresters 
can be found at 
http://www.iowadnr.gov/Conservation/Forestry/F
orestry-Landowner-Assistance/District-Forester-
Contacts. 

 

The ISU Extension has a series of publications 
about controlled burning. These publications plus 
an abundance of other excellent publications 
relative to forest and woodlands management can 
be found at 
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/forestry/publica
tions/list.html. 
 
The prescribed burn publications are:  
 
PMR2088A Developing a Prescribed Fire Burn 
Plan: Elements & Considerations 
 
PMR2088B Considerations for Prescribed 
Burning: Tools and Safety Gear 
 
PMR2088C Considerations for Prescribed 
Burning: Timing a Prescribed Burn 
 
PMR2088D Smoke Management for Prescribed 
Burning: What to Consider 
 
PMR2088E Considerations for Prescribed 
Burning: Ignition Techniques 
 
F2088F Fire in Grazing Management: Patch-Burn 
Grazing 
 
F2088G Burning for Oak Regeneration 

Iowa Tree Farm Committee Officers 
 

Ron Fullenkamp, Chairman 
rcful@iowatelecom.net 

 

Larry Wiley, Vice Chairman 
wileyfam@netins.net 

 

Aaron Lumley, Secretary 
Aaron.Lumley@dnr.iowa.gov 

 

Lisa Louck, Treasurer 
Lisa.Louck@dnr.iowa.gov 

 

Dr. Jesse Randall, ATF national correspondent 
randallj@iastate.edu 

 

The Iowa Tree farm system is affiliated with the American 
Tree Farm System and recognizes the efforts and 
accomplishments of individuals as related to their woodlands.  
If interested in becoming a Tree Farmer please contact your 
Iowa DNR District Forester for more information, help with 
creating a management plan, and filing an application to join. 

 

AT THE WOODPILE 
 

AERIAL APPLICATION OF GLYCOPHOSPHATE 
LOOKS PROMISING FOR HONEYSUCKLE CONTROL 

 

By Steve Meyer 
Timber Talk Editor 

 

Anyone who is knowledgeable about the health 
of Iowa woodlands can easily recognize the 
problem we have with seemingly endless acres of 
forests that have nothing for an understory but a 
blanket of honeysuckle. My understanding is that 
this unfortunately hardy invasive was introduced 
here from Asia. Those of us who have confronted 
this menace know that it has traditionally meant 
hours of manual labor to kill it from our timbers 
and a constant vigilance to keep it from coming 
back. A new measure being experimented with by 
the Iowa, Missouri and Illinois DNR shows promise 
of providing an economical and practical control 
measure for this noxious invasive. The measure is 
aerial spraying of honeysuckle infested woodlands 
with glycophosphate. 

Missouri has been experimenting with the aerial 
application since 2011. In Iowa the first application 

http://www.iowadnr.gov/Conservation/Forestry/Forestry-Landowner-Assistance/District-Forester-Contacts
http://www.iowadnr.gov/Conservation/Forestry/Forestry-Landowner-Assistance/District-Forester-Contacts
http://www.iowadnr.gov/Conservation/Forestry/Forestry-Landowner-Assistance/District-Forester-Contacts
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/forestry/publications/list.html
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/forestry/publications/list.html
mailto:Lisa.Louck@dnr.iowa.gov
mailto:randallj@iastate.edu
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was in the fall of 2014 in the Grand River Wildlife 
Unit. Josh Rusk, National Resource Technician at 
the unit reports that they did 50 acres in the 
Ringgold Wildlife Area in 2014. In 2015 they did 
150 acres, 50 in the Ringgold Wildlife Area and 100 
acres in the Mount Ayr Wildlife Area. Rusk says 
they measured 80-90% control for this application, 
noting: “There was a lot of dead honeysuckle out 
there.” In the fall of 2016 they sprayed 574 acres.  

In the Red Rock Wildlife Unit they have sprayed 
200 acres of woodlands for two years via 
helicopter. “It’s amazing how well it has killed the 
honeysuckle back. I’ve seen 90-95% kill back in 
areas that were completely covered with it,” says 
Todd Gosselink, Wildlife Biologist at the Unit.  

 

 
 

 
 

Before and after photos showing effects of aerial 
glycophosphate application in the Red Rock Wildlife 
Unit. Photo provided by Todd Gosselink. 

Spraying is conducted in mid-November when 
most of the forest plants have gone dormant, 
except honeysuckle which stays green until 
Christmas. A natural concern with such a practice is 
the effect it will have on other forest vegetation, 
but according to Gosselink the only real conflict 
they have noticed is with cold season grasses. “We 
haven’t noticed any effect on trees,” says 
Gosselink. 

Rusk and Gosselink say the cost for application is 
$35 an acre which is for a 3% concentration using 
three quarts of glycophosphate per acre.  In 
comparison, controlling by hand labor is estimated 
to cost about $100 per acre. “It’s really exciting 
from the invasive species control perspective 
because invasive species control can be very 
daunting. This appears to be something where a lot 
of acres can be controlled effectively at a low cost, 
says Rusk.”  

Rusk said they have been using Rodeo, which is 
the aquatic form of glycophosphate. The reason 
they are using Rodeo is that it does not have the 
negative effect on herbs that regular 
glycophosphate does, though research results from 
Illinois and Missouri show that Rodeo may not be 
nearly as effective. 

This has been done by the Missouri Department 
of Conservation for at least seven years. The Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources has also 
experimented with the aerial application. All three 
states, Iowa, Missouri and Illinois are conducting 
research to try and determine how effective the 
practice is.  

“So far we are getting very little non-target 
species effects. Based on the Missouri information 
we can draw some pretty good conclusions that 
this is very effective and efficient,” says Rusk. 

Though aerial application of glycophosphate for 
honeysuckle control sounds promising, this is a 
practice that should not be rushed into according 
to wildlife and forestry management professionals. 
They are quick to note that research results have 
not yet been obtained that document what long 
term effects the practice may have on native forest 
fauna, in particular oak trees. That research is 
currently underway in Iowa, Missouri and Illinois. 
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In the Grand River Wildlife Unit they have used 
grant funds to pay for the application. The National 
Wild Turkey Federation gave them $5,000 for the 
2016 application.  

 
ANOTHER COMPANION AT THE 

WOODPILE 

 

 
 

Madeline Adah Meyer “Maddie” a Hungarian Vizsla born 
October 26 came into the Meyer household Christmas 
morning. She’s already learned a few valuable lessons about 
where her nose and her paws shouldn’t be when she’s with 
her master at the woodpile. 

 

CLASSIFIEDS 
 

FOR SALE 
 

Vermeer Tree Spade Model TS-44A 
Call Dwight Hughes 319-360-8787 

Hughes Nursery, Cedar Rapids 
 

 
 
 

 

 

The IWOA Board 
 

Paul Millice, President 
pmillice@aol.com 

 

Kevin Karr, Vice-president 
krkarr@hughes.net 

 

Ann Schneckloth 
ann@mfgraffix.com 

 

Ed Kocal 
edkocal@yahoo.cdom 

 

Allan Rathje 
alrathje9@gmail.com 

 

David Bartemes 
davebartemes@gmail.com 

 

Tom Brady 
fred@toadvalley.com 

 

Robert Jefferson 
bandbjefferson@hotmail.com 

 

Al Wagner 
wagnera@netins.net 

 

IWOA Support Staff 
Cathy Wilkie, Membership Secretary 

CAT_Wilkie@yahoo.com 
 

Sherri Sisson, Treasurer 
Sherri227th@gmail.com 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

mailto:pmillice@aol.com
mailto:krkarr@hughes.net
mailto:edkocal@yahoo.cdom
mailto:alrathje9@gmail.com
mailto:fred@toadvalley.com
mailto:bandbjefferson@hotmail.com
mailto:wagnera@netins.net
mailto:CAT_Wilkie@yahoo.com
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TimberTalk  

Timber Talk, April 2017 
Allen Wagner 
914 Elbow Creek Rd. 
Springville, IA   52336 
IWOA Website: www.iowawoodlandowners.org 
 
Timber Talk is a newsletter published  
3 times per year to serve members of 
the Iowa Woodland Owners Association and the  
Iowa Tree Farmer’s Association. 

Become a Member of IWOA 
We invite you (or someone you might know) to 

become a member of the Iowa Woodland Owners 
Association 

__Member $20—woodland owner, voting 
__Associate Member $20—non-woodland owner, non-voting 
__Contributing Member $50—woodland owner, voting 
__Contributing Associate Member $50—non-woodland 
owner, non-voting 

 

Name_______________________________________ 
 

Address_____________________________________ 
 

City_________________________________________ 
 

State__________________ Zip___________________ 
 

Phone________________________________________ 
 

E-mail_______________________________________ 
 

Number of forest acres you own_________________ 
 

County acres located____________________________ 
 

Mail this completed form and check to: 
Cathy Wilkie 

IWOA Membership Secretary 
80 Circle Drive #4 

North Liberty, IA   52317 

PRSTD STD. 

U.S POSTAGE 

PAID 

Dyersville, IA 

Permit No. 28 

Dear Iowa Tree Farm Members, 
 

If your mailing label on this newsletter reads “ITF” 

after your name, you receive our newsletter via 

Iowa Woodland Owner’s Association joint 

newsletter mailing effort with the Iowa Tree Farm 

Members.  
 

If you are an ITF member, and would rather 

receive your copy of Timber Talk via e-mail rather 

than receive a paper copy in the mail, please e-mail 

Cathy Wilkie, IWOA Membership Secretary at 

cat_wilkie@yahoo.com, and put “ITF MEMBER 

REQUESTING ELECTRONIC COPY” in the 

subject line of your e-mail. Include your current 

mailing address in the body of the e-mail so I make 

sure I get the right person signed up for the 

electronic mailing.  
 

We appreciate the Iowa Tree Farm folks taking the 

time to read Timber Talk, and we would also like 

to ask you to consider becoming more involved in 

IWOA by becoming a full-fledged IWOA member. 
 

If you’d like to join, please fill out the form on the 

right, and send in with your dues payment. 

mailto:cat_wilkie@yahoo.com

