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IWOA SPRING FIELD DAY 
By Steve Meyer, Editor 

 

The IWOA 2016 Spring Field Day was held at the 
property of Larry and Miechelle Weber in Johnson 
County on Saturday, April 23. The Weber’s 
purchased the 80 acre property in 2012 which has 
76 acres of timber and four acres of open land. 
Since purchasing the property the Weber’s have 
converted the four acres of open land to a native 
prairie and moved in an old post and beam barn 
that was given to them by a neighbor. They also 
added a one an acre and a half pond in 2014. When 
they purchased the timber it was basically in an 
unmanaged state and had a lot of undergrowth 
and invasive species. The Weber’s have 
implemented intense management practices and 
have completed TSI work on 28 acres. Larry Weber 
says he’s had several learning points in the process, 
in particular when it comes to weed tree removal 
and fire as a management tool “The woodland 
burn is a wonderful management tool in terms of 
taking care of cut stumps and controlling fire 
intolerant invasive plants like multi-floral rose,” 
says Weber. He has been burning some areas of 
the timber repeatedly and feels that burning the 
same area three out of every five years is a good 
practice. District forester Mark Vitosh and Kate 
Giannini from the Johnson County NRCS office have 
assisted and advised the Weber’s with 
management practices on the property.  Larry is a 
faculty member at the University of Iowa involved 
with river research at the IIHR (Iowa Institute of 
Hydraulic Research). He cofounded the Iowa Flood 
Center in 2009.  Larry says that his wife Miechelle 
and their two sons are also very engaged in 
management of their 80 acres. 

 

 

 

 

Larry and Miechelle Weber. Steve Meyer photo 
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WE ALL NEED TREES 
Submitted by Larry Wiley 

 

“We all need Trees” was the theme for the 2016 
Iowa Soil and Water Conservation week. In 
observance of this special week Governor Terry 
Branstad paid a visit to the tree farm owned by Jim 
and Jody Kerns near Edgewood, Iowa on April 27th.  
Jim and Jody hosted over 50 people from the 
surrounding area to welcome Governor Branstad 
as he recognized the power of trees as a 
component of good conservation efforts. Trees are 
beneficial for erosion control, improved water 
quality, wildlife habitat, and much more.  In spite of 
the rainy weather Governor Branstad Planted a 
Burr Oak, the state tree, assisted by the Kerns’ 
children, Emma. Noelle and Ava, along with foreign 
exchange daughter Sara. 

Jody Kerns is to be commended for her service 
as a member of the Iowa Soil and Water 
Conservation committee. During this time she was 
able to educate other members regarding the value 
of trees in conservation to the point that in 2016 
the theme recognized trees.  She was instrumental 
in arranging for the Governor’s visit. Jim and Jody 
are IWOA members, NIFAC members and have 
served as past chair persons of the Iowa Tree Farm 
Committee. They were recognized as Iowa tree 
farmers of the Year in 1997 and As Regional tree 
Farmers of the year in 2002. 

Thank you Jim and Jody! 
 
 

 
 

Governor Terry Branstad, Jody and Jim Kerns 

 

 

2016 TREE FARMER OF THE YEAR 
Submitted by Larry Wiley 

 

The 2016 Iowa Outstanding Tree Farmer of the 
Year has been awarded to Rick Burras. Rick has a 
116 acre tree farm in Winneshiek County near 
Decorah, Iowa. Rick is a banker by profession, in a 
local bank in Decorah, but has a passion for 
growing and managing the trees on his farm. Ricks 
goals include lumber production, managing wildlife 
habitat and hunting, creating recreational 
opportunities and general overall enjoyment. In 
addition he has an eight acre native grass prairie 
and wildlife food plot. Rick enjoys being in the 
woods and performing tasks that will improve his 
tree farm. Rick has experienced many facets of tree 
farming, from direct seeding, planting seedlings, 
crop tree release and pruning, weed tree removal 
and conducting a harvest.  Rick has been very 
successful using direct seeding to establish tree 
plantings. He has several plantings done at two 
year intervals. 

Rick is a great ambassador for forestry. This 
includes inviting 8th grade students from Decorah 
Schools to visit his tree farm and learn about 
planting and managing trees. He has also hosted 
meetings between DNR forestry professionals and 
forestry contractors so they can communicate on 
projects and allow the two groups to stay in touch.  
Rick is a past IWOA board member and hosted the 
2010 IWOA annual meeting and field day. Rick is 
always willing to share information and helps 
interested people get in touch with the DNR 
foresters.  

Rick is also a leader in his community, holding 
several civic positions.  He volunteers with the 4-H 
camp in Winneshiek County and has been 
instrumental in getting a forest management plan 
established on their property.  

Congratulations Rick Burras! 

Top Tree Identification Guides Reviewed 
http://forestry.about.com/od/aboutforestry/tp/id_tree
_guides.htm?utm_content=20160613&utm_medium=e
mail&utm_source=exp_nl&utm_campaign=list_forestry
&utm_term=list_forestry 

http://forestry.about.com/od/aboutforestry/tp/id_tree_guides.htm?utm_content=20160613&utm_medium=email&utm_source=exp_nl&utm_campaign=list_forestry&utm_term=list_forestry
http://forestry.about.com/od/aboutforestry/tp/id_tree_guides.htm?utm_content=20160613&utm_medium=email&utm_source=exp_nl&utm_campaign=list_forestry&utm_term=list_forestry
http://forestry.about.com/od/aboutforestry/tp/id_tree_guides.htm?utm_content=20160613&utm_medium=email&utm_source=exp_nl&utm_campaign=list_forestry&utm_term=list_forestry
http://forestry.about.com/od/aboutforestry/tp/id_tree_guides.htm?utm_content=20160613&utm_medium=email&utm_source=exp_nl&utm_campaign=list_forestry&utm_term=list_forestry
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BENEFICIAL INSECT TO BE RELEASED 
IN JEFFERSON COUNTY TO HELP 
MANAGE EMERALD ASH BORER 

 

Submitted by Tivon Feeley 
Forest Health Program Leader, Iowa DNR 

 

DES MOINES – Beneficial insects that will help battle 
the emerald ash borer (EAB), a highly destructive pest 
of ash trees, will be released in Jefferson County. Over 
the next few weeks several thousand stingless, parasitic 
wasps will be released at Whitham Woods near 
Fairfield, Iowa. This is the first release of the natural 
enemies of EAB in Iowa.  

When EAB was accidentally introduced into North 
America from Asia, its natural enemies, unfortunately, 
did not accompany them. This effort is being made to 
reunite pest and natural enemies to help suppress EAB 
populations. Following rigorous testing and research 
one or more parasitic wasp species, native to Asia, have 
been released in 23 of the 25 states where EAB has 
been detected. The parasitoids were produced and 
supplied by the USDA EAB Parasitoid Rearing Facility in 
Brighton, Michigan.  

“Due to the current situation of EAB in and around 
Fairfield, biocontrol seems justified at this point in time, 
said Mike Kintner, Iowa Department of Agriculture and 
Land Stewardship EAB and gypsy moth coordinator. 
“The use of biocontrol will not be a ‘silver bullet’ for the 
problems we face with EAB, but the natural enemies 
will serve as a long-term management strategy to lessen 
the impact of EAB.” 

The two species of parasitic wasps available by USDA 
Animal Plant Inspection Service target the larval and egg 
stages of EAB. Tetrastichus planipennisi female wasps, 
which are about the size of a grain of rice, lay eggs 
inside EAB larvae, terminating their development into 
adult beetles. Oobius agrili female wasps, which are the 
size of a gnat, lay eggs inside EAB eggs, parasitizing 
them before given the opportunity to hatch. Both 
species are harmless to people.  

According to the USDA Forest Service, Iowa has an 
estimated 52 million rural ash trees and approximately 
3.1 million more ash trees in urban areas. Additional 
suitable sites will be approved and utilized for biological 
control releases.  

More information about USDA’s Emerald Ash Borer 
Biocontrol Program can be found at  
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/publications/plant_health/
2014/faq_eab_biocontrol.pdf 

More information about EAB and other pests that are 
threatening Iowa’s tree population, go to 
www.IowaTreePests.com. Please contact any of the 
following members of the Iowa EAB Team for further 
information on EAB:   
 

 Mike Kintner, IDALS EAB coordinator, 515-745-2877, 
Mike.Kintner@IowaAgriculture.gov 

 Robin Pruisner, IDALS state entomologist, 515-725-1470, 
Robin.Pruisner@IowaAgriculture.gov  

 Paul Tauke, DNR state forester, 515-725-8450, Paul.Tauke@dnr.iowa.gov 
 Tivon Feeley, DNR forest health coordinator, 515-725-8453, 

Tivon.feeley@dnr.iowa.gov  
 Emma Hanigan, DNR urban forestry coordinator, 515-725-8454, 

Emma.Hanigan@dnr.iowa.gov 
 Jesse Randall, ISU Extension and Outreach forester, 515-294-1168, 

Randallj@iastate.edu 
 Mark Shour, ISU Extension and Outreach entomologist, 515-294-5963, 

mshour@iastate.edu 
 Laura Jesse, ISU Extension and Outreach entomologist, ISU Plant and Insect 

Diagnostic Clinic, 515-294-0581, ljesse@iastate.edu  
 Donald Lewis, ISU Extension and Outreach entomologist, 515-294-1101, 

drlewis@iastate.edu.  
 Jeff Iles, ISU Extension and Outreach horticulturist, 515-294-3718, 

iles@iastate.edu  

 
 

Iowa Invasive Species Conference (IISC) 
March 28–29, 2017 

 
Honey Creek Resort at Rathbun Lake, Moravia, Iowa  
www.iowainvasives.org 
 

The goal of IISC is to improve invasive species 
research, management, and policy across aquatic and 
terrestrial habitats in the state of Iowa.  

The IISC features two full days of vendors, 
workshops, sessions, plenaries, and social events.  

Sponsors include Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation, 
Iowa Weed Commissioners Association, Polk County 
Conservation Board. Many more sponsor opportunities 
are available!  

Topics that will be included:  

 Invasive species identification and management 
sessions (forestry, aquatic, wetland, grassland, 
roadside)  

 How to improve local efforts (initiation, 
prioritization, planning, engagement, and success 
stories) 

 Best Management Practices 
Sign up to receive updated conference information, 

registration alerts, and special offers at 
www.iowainvasives.org. 

 
 

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/publications/plant_health/2014/faq_eab_biocontrol.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/publications/plant_health/2014/faq_eab_biocontrol.pdf
http://www.iowatreepests.com/
mailto:Mike.Kintner@IowaAgriculture.gov
mailto:Robin.Pruisner@IowaAgriculture.gov
mailto:Paul.Tauke@dnr.iowa.gov
mailto:Tivon.feeley@dnr.iowa.gov
mailto:Tivon.feeley@dnr.iowa.gov
mailto:Randallj@iastate.edu
mailto:mshour@iastate.edu
mailto:ljesse@iastate.edu
mailto:drlewis@iastate.edu
mailto:iles@iastate.edu
http://www.iowainvasives.org/
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://24.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_mcrv6vNv6W1qit2sxo1_r2_1280.png&imgrefurl=http://signifikat.tumblr.com/post/34713991917&h=444&w=1280&sz=26&tbnid=mNWGXuHrFRHrcM:&tbnh=42&tbnw=120&prev=/search?q=tree+branch+clip+art+free&tbm=isch&tbo=u&zoom=1&q=tree+branch+clip+art+free&usg=__VeiSUfaySN9RZnl2p7hCzyyEhcQ=&docid=C5PoIEywo_gN-M&sa=X&ei=7P3IUbD9AeXW0gHY-4H4Aw&ved=0CDIQ9QEwAg&dur=46
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Non-Native Tree Of The Quarter 
Cornelian Cherry Cornus mas 

By Tom Brady 
IWOA Board Member 

 

 
 

Cornelian Cherry is native to central and southern 
Europe and parts of western Asia. It is not a cherry at 
all, it is a Dogwood. It gets its common name from its 
fruit which I'll get to later. Despite its rather southern 
origin, it's hardy everywhere in Iowa (to zone 4). 

Some would say that it's not a tree at all since its 
maximum height is 25'. It's also multi-stemmed 
although it can be trimmed to a single trunk if you're 
persistent. This would be fighting its nature, however, 
since it wants to be a bush with suckers growing around 
the main trunk. This gives it a rounded shape with the 
branches close to the ground, but sweeping up, not 
drooping. The branching is very dense, you can't see 
through the tree. 

Like almost all Dogwoods, the branching and the 
leaves are opposite and simple (not compound).The 
leaves are 2 to 4" long by 1 to 1.5".They are shiny dark 
green on top and lighter below. They are resistant to 
pests, including deer, and maintain their healthy luster 
throughout the year. The fall color typically isn't much. 
They sometimes have yellow or purple-red highlights, 
otherwise they fall off green. 

Now for the best part about this tree. First, its 
flowers. They are tiny and yellow individually, but they 
grow together in clusters (umbels) producing a yellow 
ball about .75'' wide. They bloom very early, typically 
March, before the leaves open. They bloom before 
Forsythia. They are best viewed in front of a dark 
background. The second best part is the fruit. They are 
bright red and elongated, about the size and shape of 
an olive, up to 1'' long. The fruit ripens in midsummer. 

When ripe, like most cherries, it is dark red to maroon. 
If you eat them too early they will make your mouth 
pucker. Some say you should wait until they start falling 
from the tree, but by then the birds may have eaten 
them. One book said that yes they're eatable, but you'd 
better be hungry. They never get sweet, but are good 
for you since they're loaded with vitamin C. 

If you take the time to trim the tree to a single trunk 
you will have a better view of the bark which is showy 
and exfoliating with shades of grey and tan. It's not 
stunning, but interesting, especially in winter.  

Cornelian Cherry can handle full sun to partial shade. 
It is adaptable to various soil types, but it prefers moist, 
rich, well-drained soil. Most trees do. The trees are slow 
growing. I bought 10 trees in 2001 and as far as I know, 
they all survived. I'd have to walk through a wilderness 
(homemade) to find out for sure. I moved 3 trees with 
my tree spade some years ago just outside of our 
miniature golf course, in front of a stand of various 
conifers which I also moved with my tree spade for the 
purpose of hiding some unsightly areas. The tallest tree 
is about 15' tall. All 3 flowered this year and possibly 
last year also but if so I missed it. As I write this (June 
22) they are covered in fruit. At this point they are small 
and green. I'll be sure to try them out when they ripen. 

 

 
 

Spruce Heavily Impacted by 
Needle Disease 

Submitted by Tivon Feeley 
Forest Health Program Leader, Iowa DNR 

 

Rhizosphaera needle cast on blue spruce, caused by 
the fungus Rhizosphaera kalkhoffii, has been the most 
common trees disease received by the DNR this spring.  
This disease typically causes the second-year needles to 
turn a purple to brown color and fall from the tree.  
Small black growths (fruiting structures) of the fungus 
can be seen in the small, pores on the underside of 
infected needles.  These fruiting bodies appear in rows 
along the length of the needle. A hand lens or 
magnifying glass is helpful in viewing these structures. 
Healthy, uninfected needles will have a line of white 
pores. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&source=images&cd=&docid=8kV_tb4Lzvn8AM&tbnid=pKZXBjzvY6Kt7M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.clker.com/clipart-forest.html&ei=lm3JUe2_KYXGqgG6vYHwDQ&bvm=bv.48293060,d.aWM&psig=AFQjCNGcbqfVjFYwvUbd2AuXkmmz8zSCnQ&ust=1372241605355877
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Symptoms typically start on the lower branches of 
the tree and work from the inside branches to the 
outside branches.  Over time, the upper branches 
become infected and the needs turn purple to brown 
and die.  The fungus can overwinter in infected needles.  
In the spring spores are released during wet weather 
and infect newly emerging needle, which is why the 
state is seeing more of this needle cast disease. 

If the disease is present, control consists of using 
fungicides in the spring to protect the newly emerging 
needles.  The tree should be sprayed with a product 
such as chlorothalonil or a Bordeaux mixture during the 
last two weeks of May and again 4 to 6 weeks later.  
Good coverage and avoiding rain for two days after the 
applications are important.  Be sure to read the label for 
rates.  

Other preventative measures include adequate tree 
spacing to promote good air circulation, improving tree 
vigor through mulching and watering when needed, 
inspecting trees for disease before planting, and 
avoiding planting susceptible trees next to infected 
trees.  

This is just one of many needle cast diseases that 
impact spruces.  That is one of the reasons DNR is 
suggesting that spruce and other conifers not be used in 
newly planted windbreaks. 

 

   
IOWA FORESTRY FIELD DAY HIGHLIGHTS 
BROADCAST SEEDING OF HARDWOODS 

By Steve Wilent 
 
This article was first published in The Forestry Source, December 2014, a 
publication of The Society of American Foresters, www.eforester.org and is 
reprinted with permission of the author. 
 

Seventeen years ago, consulting forester Steve 
Hamilton proposed to plant one of his client’s worn out, 
eroded agricultural fields with hardwoods. Nothing new 
there, but Hamilton suggested broadcasting seed 
instead of hand-planting seedlings. The landowner, 
Jerry Rediger liked the idea, and he and Hamilton 
spread more than 325 bushels of nuts on 44 acres near 
Kalona, Iowa. Mostly oaks—bur, pin, red, swamp white, 
and white—along with smaller numbers of ash, 
basswood, black cherry, and black walnut, and ash. The 
seeds were spread on five-foot wide strips of tilled soil, 

with eight feet left unseeded on either side. The next 
spring, the forester and the farmer found thousands of 
seedlings growing in the field. Since then, most of those 
seedlings have grown into trees about 30 feet tall and 
three to five inches in diameter.  

Hamilton, whose consulting business is based in 
nearby Cedar Rapids, was one of several foresters who 
organized a Forestry Field Day tour of Rediger’s farm, 
which was attended by more than two-dozen 
landowners and others interested in producing 
commercial timber. Amongst the foresters were Ray 
Lehn, a district forester with the Iowa Department of 
Natural Resources, and Jesse Randall, an Iowa State 
University extension forester. Hamilton, Lehn, and 
Randall are SAF members. 

Rediger’s goal is to raise high-quality hardwood 
timber. Oak is a valuable species in Iowa, but Hamilton 
said that black walnut brings about $2,500 per thousand 
board feet. 

“The idea was to flood the area with seeds so you 
would have a very thick, dense stand to shade out the 
competing herbaceous vegetation, and to force the 
trees to grow straight. In a typical tree planting, the 
trees usually don’t grow very tall before they begin to 
branch. It’s just not dense enough,” Hamilton said. “And 
because you can mow in between the rows, that makes 
it easy to manage competing vegetation.” 

Several times in the firsts few years after the seeds 
sprouted, Rediger mowed the open strips alongside the 
rows of trees and Hamilton sprayed herbicide to further 
control weeds.  

“We kind of backed off after that, because the trees 
were doing so well,” Hamilton said.  

Although Rediger has removed a few of the 
misshapen trees and cut undesirable species that 
sprouted naturally, such as silver maple and 
cottonwood, the rows of remaining trees are not yet 
ready for a formal thinning. Most are growing straight 
and with less branching than in less-dense stands. 

“The quality is just tremendous,” Hamilton said. “I 
think this is a great way to establish a stand of 
hardwood timber. We could use this method more than 
planting seedlings. Hand planting of seedlings is more 
labor-intensive and it’s tough to get the numbers that 
you want, the density.” 

Hamilton suspects that a few of the seeds were 
eaten by wild turkeys and deer. A fortuitous and timely 
heavy cover of snow that fell soon after the seeding 
may have prevented additional losses. The loss of seeds 
to turkeys, deer, and other wildlife might be a 
significant problem in areas with high populations of 

http://www.eforester.org/
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such animals. The oaks Hamilton planted have recently 
begun producing acorns, so more deer may be attracted 
to the farm. The planted areas also have the potential 
to host many other species. The landscape in the area is 
dominated by small agricultural fields of 20 to 40 acres, 
with scattered tracts of timber of up to 20 acres and 
heavier timber along streams. 

“The one thing we don’t have enough of an Iowa is 
these young oak forests,” he said. “As this stand 
matures, I would think it would provide more and more 
mast each year. Obviously, that makes for good deer 
habitat, but of course that’s not hard to find in Iowa.” 

 

 
 

ADVICE ON WOODLANDS WEED CONTROL 
From Paul Millice 

 

In June President Chuck Semler sent out a note on 
List serve suggesting that Timber Talk Editor Steve 
Meyer was looking for short articles of things that you 
have done in your timber that may or may not have 
been successful.  Before you rush to judgment on my 
story, please keep in mind one of my biggest goals is 
wildlife.  One of our biggest thrills is to see momma 
deer and little ones meander through our “tree patch” 
while sitting in our screened in porch eating dinner. We 
also have pheasants, turkey, and rabbits, although the 
rabbits are not welcome. I’ll share rabbit control 
strategies in future Timber Talks. 

First of all I am doing weed control around the bases 
of all our seedling trees. I had been using round up and 
Larry Wiley suggested I try adding two ounces of 
Precept which is a pre-emergent.  This has proven to be 
very helpful, thank you Larry Wiley. 

To help frame this, this tree patch is about 50 yards 
from the house and the rows are 10 feet apart.  The 
patch is Oak heavy and all of the trees are protected 
either with tree tubes or vinyl snow fencing.  By the way 
the vinyl snow fencing idea came from some tree guy 
up by Palo, his name is Larry something. 

This tree patch was pasture, and to maximize the 
wildlife value I had planted food plots for the deer 
between the tree rows. 

So last year when it was time to refurbish this food 
plot I decided to plant beans between one of the tree 
rows.  

Another difference in the way I do things is that I do 
not plant beans until late June or July.  The reason for 
this is twofold.  First of all I cannot compete with my 
farmer neighbors who put out hundreds of acres of 
beans, so why try?  Secondly, when my neighbors’ 
beans start to yellow and turn in mid-August, the deer 
move on to another food source.  Hello, I’ve got 
succulent green beans and my beans will be green at 
the start of bow season. 

 

 
 

The above picture was taken on 18 Oct 2015 just two 

days after the first hard frost. Photo provided by Paul 

Millice 
 
 

HOW TO KILL A TREE USING HERBICIDES 

Using Chemical Treatments for Woody-stemmed 

Plant Control 
 
http://forestry.about.com/od/silviculture/p/kill_tre
e_real.htm 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

http://forestry.about.com/od/silviculture/p/kill_tree_real.htm
http://forestry.about.com/od/silviculture/p/kill_tree_real.htm
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NACD FORESTRY NETWORK 
Forestry Q&A With Keith Argow 

Editor’s Note: This interview was originally published 
online in the National Association of Conservation 
Districts (NACD) website’s “Forestry Network” section. 
 
Keith Argow has been actively involved in national 
forestry issues for more than 50 years. He received 
undergraduate degrees from Colorado College and the 
University of Michigan, and holds a Ph.D. in forestry and 
political science from N.C. State University. He was a 
district ranger and research forester for the U.S. Forest 
Service, and a forestry professor at NC State and Virginia 
Tech prior to becoming the president of the National 
Woodland Owners Association more than three decades 
ago. Argow recently shared time with Forestry Notes to 
talk about emerging forest industry trends and the 
challenges facing woodland owners in the coming years. 
 

 
 
You have been involved in NWOA for many years. 
What’s changed about your audience today from when 
you started? 
 
The woodland owner audience we worked with in 1983, 
when NWOA was founded, has changed in several ways. 
This generation is dominated by baby boomers who are 
more aware of the multiple benefits of the woodlands 
they own. In addition to growing timber, which is still 
important, they are expressing more interest in 
stewardship and passing their land on to their heirs. 
 
Define a model forest steward. 
 
A forest steward is exactly what the title suggests: a 
person owning forest land who understands and 

practices responsible stewardship. Of course there are 
many definitions of “responsible stewardship.” Within 
NWOA, our members can make a public statement by 
qualifying as a Green Tag Forest owner 
(www.greentagforestry.org). Developed before 
SFI/TreeFarm certification became the international 
standard it is today, Green Tag (which is not 
internationally registered) remains a standard by which 
we define a “model forest steward.”  
 
What is the biggest misconception policy-makers and 
agency staff have about woodland owners and what 
they appreciate about their woods? 
 
That many woodland owners do not appreciate the true 
value and complexity of their woodlands. There is some 
truth to that historically, but times have changed for the 
better. A national awareness of woods and water 
emerged with the environmental movement in the 
1960s. There followed a rise of local and state landowner 
associations across the land. This was fertile ground for 
Tree Farm, forestry extension, state service foresters, 
and soil conservation districts. Look around, there is a 
noticeable difference on the ground. That is not to say 
we have arrived at Nirvana; there is still much to be 
done. Every new generation will need the forestry 
education resources that benefit us all today. 
 
The NWOA website has a direct link in its navigation bar 
to the Women Owning Woodlands (WOW) web page. 
What is your association doing to engage and support 
female forest landowners? 
 
NWOA is the national co-sponsor of WOW. We host their 
website with Forest Service support and publish a 
quarterly report in National Woodlands magazine about 
their accomplishments. Cooperative Extension Service 
gets credit for developing the concept, and several of 
NWOA’s affiliated state landowner associations actively 
support it. 
 
How does NWOA (and its state and county affiliates) 
educate families about the importance of succession 
planning? What is the key step every family should be 
aware of? 
 
If you die before you complete an effective succession 
plan, your woods could be toast. It takes less time to 
create a strong succession plan than to complete a forest 
stewardship plan, but doing so is not much fun. Without 
planning, one’s death unleashes a complex set of laws 
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and expenses. Unfortunately, woodlands are often the 
first asset in an estate to be turned into money to pay 
the probate expenses and taxes. 
 
We’re seeing a disconnect between a growing urban 
population and our forests. How can conservation 
districts and woodland owners groups communicate the 
value of forestry to the next generation? 
 
Before it became popular, the “no child left inside” was a 
reality for family landowners. It is natural, and frankly 
essential, if heirs love and appreciate the land. Besides 
working the kids, include them in developing 
conservation practices. Most of our affiliated associations 
have and participate in youth programs. NWOA is among 
the co-sponsors of the National 4H Forestry Invitational 
competition each year. 
 
Are woodland owners becoming more conscious of 
certified material (SFI, Tree Farm, FSC)? Do you sense 
resentment that they are not financially compensated 
in some form for following those guidelines?  
 
More surprise than resentment. When certification 
emerged the expense of the process was to be offset by 
an implied price premium for logs and pulpwood. That 
benefit proved to be better in theory than practice. 
Except in specialty markets, a premium remains unlikely, 
but certification is becoming more important to gain 
access to the best market prices. The recent approval of 
all three major certifications, (Tree Farm, SFI and FSC) as 
qualifying for Green Building standards (LEED) is good 
example of this. 
 
You’ve attended NACD forestry events in the past and 
get to a lot of other forestry functions throughout the 
year. What are the goals of the partnerships you are 
trying to build for NWOA and its members? 
 
NWOA was founded on the principle that “landowners 
can do more working together than we can accomplish 
working independently.” NWOA does not have state or 
local chapters, but has affiliated with 42 independent 
statewide landowner associations. We are making 
progress in the remaining eight. This soon led to the 
creation of the American Alliance of Landowner 
Associations. The leaders of our state affiliates elect half 
of the NWOA Board of Directors and rank the top ten 
family forestry issues every year. We get our policy 
direction from the states with their regional and county 
roots. Our leadership is from the bottom rungs up. Every 

state affiliate is wholly independent with its own elected 
board of directors. 
 

With headquarters in Washington D.C., NWOA has 

followed the same model of working together. Frankly, it 

is the only way to get enough leverage to influence forest 

policy. NWOA is engaged in a large number of formal 

partnerships including conservation groups, professional 

foresters, loggers, forestry associations and many public 

agencies. We believe that with more shoulders to the 

wheel, more progress is likely. Being independent of both 

the industry and government agencies puts NWOA in a 

good position to cross borders and participate with 

industry, wildlife, fisheries, and watershed councils, to 

name a few. We open doors when we find them, and 

share those relationships through National Woodlands, 

which is now the largest family forestry magazine in 

America. 

 

 
 

MANAGING STORM DAMAGED 
WOODLANDS 

(ISU Forestry Extension Publication F-371, August, 2013) 

By Jesse Randall--ISU Forestry Extension 
 
Strong winds, ice, snow and tornadoes are natural 

occurrences in Iowa forests. When severe, storms can 
cause extensive damage to forests by uprooting, 
wounding, bending and breaking trees. Storm damage 
management should involve a quick assessment to 
determine the extent of the damage, the need and 
potential for salvage, and woodland management 
efforts to return the woodland to a productive status. 

When evaluating woodland damage, be safe. Watch 
for hanging branches or broken limbs which may fall 
when in the woods. Wear a hard-hat when working and 
stay out of the woods when windy. Broken branches are 
easier to see when the leaves have fallen. Unless you 
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are experienced with chainsaws, do not attempt to fell 
storm damaged trees yourself. 

 

Assessment 
 

Consider mapping the damaged area. The easiest 
method involves obtaining a copy of an aerial photo of 
your property from your county USDA Farmers Service 
Agency (FSA), your county Natural Resource 
Conservation Service (NRCS), or using an internet based 
geographic map server such as ISU’s GISU at 
http://ortho.gis.iastate.edu/ or Google Earth. 

Walk your property and note the extent of the 
damage on your maps or photos. Draw boundaries to 
help determine the size of the area impacted. Note 
species, size, type of damage, quality of trees, etc.  

Breakage: This is the most common type of storm 
damage. Its impact depends on the degree and pattern 
of damage as well as the species involved. Trees with 
less than 50% crown (branches and leaves) loss will 
most likely recover; trees with more than 75% crown 
top loss are likely to die and be a greater risk for both 
insects and diseases; trees with 50% to 75% crown loss 
should be maintained but may develop stain and decay 
loss to the wood and should reevaluated every 4 to 6 
years. Trees with structural damage to the main trunk, 
including splits and fractures, should be removed. 

Uprooted: Trees that are completely uprooted will 
be degraded quickly by insects, stain and fungi. Trees 
which are partially uprooted and their crowns are still 
green with leaves will last longer. 

Major Wounds: Storms often cause major wounding. 
If these wounds are more than two inches deep and 
affect more than 25% of the circumference of the trees 
trunk, they are major sites for stain and decay and 
should be salvaged. Smaller wounds do not represent 
major damage to trees. 

Bent: Trees are often bent over after major storms. 
These trees often have cracks or fractures in the trunk 
and major limbs. If the cracks or fractures extend down 
more than 25% of the trees trunk, harvesting is 
recommended. Trees less than 15 feet tall with small 
cracks will usually straighten and recover. 

 

Salvage Potential 
 

The potential for salvaging the damaged woodland 
parallels the marketability of non-damaged forests in 
Iowa. Tree value is determined by species, size and 
quality. Most valuable species are black walnut, red oak, 
white oak, white ash, sugar maple and silver maple. 
Trees less than 12 to 14 inches in diameter have no 

sawtimber value. They may be utilized for firewood or 
chips if markets exist. Large trees are more valuable 
than small trees and trees with fewer defects are more 
valuable than trees with more defects. Marketing Iowa 
Timber (Iowa State University publication Pm-413) 
provides more information on timber value and 
marketing techniques. 

If salvageable trees are still standing and have 
branches with green leaves, they will not degrade 
significantly in the next 6 to 12 months. Trees which 
have blown over or are not standing should be salvaged 
before next spring. Wood on the ground begins to 
degrade immediately; there are some differences in 
species as to how fast stain and decay enter the wood. 
Walnut, red elm, white oaks are more durable than 
maple, red oaks, white elm and cottonwood. 

Loggers are not interested in removing small number 
of trees because of the costs of bringing in equipment 
and labor. There needs to be sufficient quantity as well 
as quality of timber to attract buyers. If less than 50 
trees are damaged, consider salvaging for your own use 
by transporting to a sawmill for custom sawing or using 
a small portable sawmill. For larger number of trees, 
consider working with a consulting forester to mark the 
salvage as a timber sale and seek competitive bids for 
optimum prices.  

There may be some effects on log markets in Iowa 
due to these storms. Normally, prices go down as 
supplies increase, although this should be mostly a 
temporary price trend. It is wise to not rush into 
salvage, but talk with neighbors, foresters and loggers 
about timber prices. 

 

Woodland Management 
 

Don’t abandon good forestry practices when 
working with damaged woodlands. Don’t remove too 
many trees; keep the stocking up in stands even if this 
means leaving some damaged trees to occupy the sites. 
Storms often cause damage in small areas or patches. If 
damage is severe in small patches, consider small group 
clear-cutting to both remove the damage vegetation 
and provide sunlight for seedlings to grow and reoccupy 
the site. This may reduce future storm damage by 
removing exposed trees susceptible to blow down. 
Work with your forester to evaluate reproduction needs 
before harvesting. Initially, work first in sawtimber 
stands for salvaging; often young pole sized or smaller 
stands will recover better from storm damage. When 
salvaging trees, avoid causing additional damage during 
logging. 



10 

 

The storms may provide some opportunity to 
improve wildlife habitat in woodlands. Small clearings 
may benefit some species. Trees with broken tops and 
little economic value will probably develop into good 
den or snag trees during the next few years. 

Each stand is unique and each landowner has special 
goals and objectives for their forest property. How the 
woodland responds and recovers is dependent on both 
its natural ecological characteristics and how the 
damage is handled. Remember, that Iowa’s woodlands 
will respond with woody vegetation to fill vacant 
positions caused by the storm and will remain a 
woodland; woodlands are resilient and recover from 
damage through additional growth and reproduction. 
Through proper harvesting and removal of damaged 
trees, the speed of recovery will be increased and how 
the woodland responds can be partially directed. 

Your local DNR Forester may be able to provide 
additional storm damage information; contact your ISU 
County Extension Office or phone (515) 294-1168 for 
the name and phone number of your district forester or 
visit their website: 
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/content/county-
offices. Private forestry consultants can provide on the 
ground assistance for a fee and may be your best 
opportunity for immediate assistance; contact forestry 
extension (515- 294-1168) for a list of consultants. 

 
 

 

 
IWOA Board Minutes 

January 6, 2016 
 

Friendship Village Waterloo Iowa 
 

Present: Al Wagner, Chuck Semler, Dave Bartemes, 
Ann Schneckloth, Tom Brady, Paul Millice , Robert 
Jefferson, Kevin Karr, Tom Brady, Al Rathje. 
 
Absent: None 
 

Also in attendance: Treasurer Sherri Sisson 
President Semler called the meeting to order at 10 
am. 
 
Minutes of Oct regular board meeting were 
reviewed; motion to approve by Ann and second 
by Rathje; approved. 
 
Treasures Report; Motion by Millice and second by 
Bartemes to approve, approved. 
 
Liaison Report from Dave Bartemes: 
 
1. We know we are looking at a difficult year. We 
were successful at getting a line item appropriation 
of $500,000 for the Healthy Woodlands Imitative. 
This upcoming year the proposal will be for $3 
million and hope for $2 million, but get line item 
vetoed by Governor.  Since 2008 the funding for 
the Division of Forestry has been cut by 45%.  We 
all need to advocate for increased funding.   
 
2. Another big issue is the State Tree Nursery, 
which is supposed to be a break even proposition 
and in fact they are losing on-half million dollars a 
year. Rules committee needs to increase price to 
reflect production costs.  The State Forrest Nursery 
was established in 1937 and is using the best local 
genetic seed sources for Iowa.  We the tree 
Nursery regardless where how the Des Moines 
waterworks law suit goes. 
 
3.  Dave has 10,000 names who have utilized the 
Forestry Division in the last ten years.  There will be 
a legislator asking for 100 foot buffers on all 
waterways modeled after the Minnesota law. 
 
Potential member study Kevin Karr; He presented a 
sample flyer to be mailed to Forest Reserve 
Landowners, touting benefits of IWOA 
membership. He requested input from the board. 
 
Spring Field Day Date is April 23 2016 SW of Iowa 
City at the Weber’s registration 9am-9:30 am. 
Topics include managing forest gully erosion, 
Managing weeds and fish in ponds, Timber stand 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=tree+branch+clip+art+free&start=471&sa=X&biw=1152&bih=704&tbm=isch&tbnid=wFUHDKmVfi8R4M:&imgrefurl=http://etc.usf.edu/clipart/81200/81231/81231_swampspanish.htm&docid=dmlgf-VFbi-cfM&imgurl=http://etc.usf.edu/clipart/81200/81231/81231_swampspanish_lg.gif&w=1024&h=557&ei=xP7IUYrHFOnK0AH-w4CgCA&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:78,s:400,i:238&iact=rc&page=23&tbnh=165&tbnw=305&ndsp=23&tx=114&ty=94
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improvement practices (weed tree, prescribed fire, 
etc, as well as Spring ephemeral plant ID 
 
Iowa State Tree catalog Kevin Karr: Kevin is working 
a proposal to place smart phone tags on trees at 
the Iowa State Fair grounds  to allow someone to 
scan the id on the tree and find species 
identification of that tree through the IWOA 
website. 
 
Iowa Environmental Council: there was a request 
for $100. Motion by Bartemes and seconded by 
Ann. Motion did not pass. 
 
Timber Talk In Oct the Board set April 1st, Aug 1st 
and Dec 15th for publishing dates with news items 
due two weeks prior.  It was suggested that we 
publish in each Timber Talks the news item 
deadline for the next issue, Paul to follow up with 
Steve.  Additionally the status of the Dec issue was 
questioned Paul to follow up. 
 
Window stickers, these will be passed out at field 
days and included in our annual ballot mailing.  A 
different style will be considered in next printing 
 
Next meeting March 23 at State Capitol 1200 hours 
 
Iowa DNR Trees For Kids Program; Motion by 
Millice and second by Bartemes to authorize $250 
for this program. Would like pictures for Timber 
Talk and local press releases.  Millice to follow up 
with DNR. 
 
Contributing Members there was discussion about 
recognizing these folks. 
 
Comp Members, we need to get list of these and 
review. 
 
Motion by Bartemes to adjourn. 11:40 am 
 
Paul Millice IWOA Sec.   
 Board Approved 23 Mar 2016 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

The IWOA Board 
Chuck Semler, President 
chucksemler@gmail.com 

 

Ann Schneckloth Vice-President 
ann@mfgraffix.com 

 

Paul Millice, IWOA Secretary 
pmillice@aol.com 

 

Allan Rathje 
alrathje9@gmail.com 

 

David Bartemes 
davebartemes@gmail.com 

 

Tom Brady 
fred@toadvalley.com 

 

Robert Jefferson 
bandbjefferson@hotmail.com 

 

Kevin Karr 
krkarr@hughes.net 

 
Al Wagner 

wagnera@netins.net 
 

IWOA Support Staff 
Cathy Wilkie, Membership Secretary 

CAT_Wilkie@yahoo.com 
 

Sherri Sisson, Treasurer 
Sherri227th@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://us.mc396.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=chucksemler@gmail.com
mailto:pmillice@aol.com
mailto:alrathje9@gmail.com
mailto:fred@toadvalley.com
mailto:bandbjefferson@hotmail.com
mailto:krkarr@hughes.net
mailto:wagnera@netins.net
mailto:CAT_Wilkie@yahoo.com
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TimberTalk  

Timber Talk 
Allen Wagner 
914 Elbow Creek Rd. 
Springville, IA   52336 
IWOA Website: www.iowawoodlandowners.org 
 
June 2016 Issue 
Timber Talk is a newsletter published  
4 times per year that serves members 
Of the Iowa Woodland Owners Association and the  
Iowa Tree Farmer’s Association. 

Become a Member of IWOA 
We invite you (or someone you might know) to 

become a member of the Iowa Woodland Owners 
Association 

__Member $20—woodland owner, voting 
__Associate Member $20—non-woodland owner, non-voting 
__Contributing Member $50—woodland owner, voting 
__Contributing Associate Member $50—non-woodland 
owner, non-voting 

 
Name_______________________________________ 

 
Address_____________________________________ 

 
City_________________________________________ 

 
State__________________ Zip___________________ 

 
Phone________________________________________ 

 
E-mail_______________________________________ 

 
Number of forest acres you own_________________ 

 
County acres located____________________________ 

 
Mail this completed form and check to: 

Cathy Wilkie 
IWOA Membership Secretary 

204 Park Rd. 
Iowa City, IA 52246 

Dear Iowa Tree Farm Members, 
 

If your mailing label on this newsletter reads “ITF” 

after your name, you receive our newsletter via 

Iowa Woodland Owner’s Association joint 

newsletter mailing effort with the Iowa Tree Farm 

Members.  
 

If you are an ITF member, and would rather 

receive your copy of Timber Talk via e-mail rather 

than receive a paper copy in the mail, please e-mail 

Cathy Wilkie, IWOA Membership Secretary at 

cat_wilkie@yahoo.com, and put “ITF MEMBER 

REQUESTING ELECTRONIC COPY” in the 

subject line of your e-mail. Include your current 

mailing address in the body of the e-mail so I make 

sure I get the right person signed up for the 

electronic mailing.  
 

We appreciate the Iowa Tree Farm folks taking the 

time to read Timber Talk, and we would also like 

to ask you to consider becoming more involved in 

IWOA by becoming a full-fledged IWOA member. 
 

If you’d like to join, please fill out the form on the 

right, and send in with your dues payment. 
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