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Cedar River Watershed Coalition 
Submitted by Marybeth Stevenson 

 

The Cedar River Watershed Coalition is an informal 
organization that includes legislators, local elected 
officials, city and county staff, state agencies, soil and 
water conservation district commissioners, farmers, 
business peoples, environmentalists, researchers, and 
other concerned citizens. It was founded on February 5, 
2010, at a meeting at the Center for Energy and 
Environmental Education at the University of Northern 
Iowa, in the aftermath of the Floods of 2008 that 
devastated much of the Cedar River watershed.  

The purpose of the Cedar River Watershed Coalition is 
to facilitate cooperation within the watershed and to 
organize and advocate for land practices and policies 
(federal, state, and local) that will reduce future flood 
damage and improve water quality. The coalition 
regularly holds meetings that draw attendance of 50 – 
60 people, and sponsors other events, such as farm 
tours, to educate about watershed conservation 
practices. The Coalition has an email newsletter that 
goes out to over 400 people. The Coalition has no 
source of funding and does not require any sort of 
membership dues. The group is co-chaired by State 
Senator Rob Hogg and Black Hawk County Conservation 
Board Director Vern Fish.  

Accomplishments of the Coalition’s members include: 

- Each of the County Conservation Boards within 
the Cedar River watershed joined together to 
develop a watershed education campaign to 
raise public awareness.  

- Two Watershed Management Authorities have 
been established in in the Cedar River 
watershed: the Indian Creek Watershed 
Management Authority in Linn County, and the 
Upper Cedar River Watershed Management 
Authority, which spans several counties in 
northern Iowa. 

- A number of local watershed projects are 
underway and are achieving significant results: 

o The Dry Run Creek Project, initiated in 
2005, has installed practices to treat 
175,000 gallons of storm water per day 
and remove 100 tons of sediment 
annually from Dry Run Creek 

o The Lime Creek Watershed Council has 
adopted the goal of reducing nitrates 
and phosphates to Lime Creek by 35% 
using a performance-based incentives 
approach 

o The Miller Creek Water Quality 
Improvement Project and the 
Benton/Tama Nutrient Reduction 
Project provide cost-share incentives to 
area farmers to reduce nutrient loading, 
in line with the State of Iowa’s Nutrient 
Reduction Strategy   

To learn more, or to be added to the email newsletter 
list, please contact Mary Beth Stevenson at 
Marybeth.stevenson@dnr.iowa.gov.  
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AMAZING TREES 
 

To see some amazing trees go to the website: 

http://www.duskyswondersite.com/tag/amazing-trees/ 
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LEGISLATIVE REPORT 
Your Attention is Needed at the Iowa Capitol! 

 

The first steps in formulating a final state of Iowa 
budget are now underway. It is essential that 
lawmakers hear from us that spending on forest health 
and invasive species must be part of their plans. 

Please contact the members of the joint House/Senate 
Ag and DNR appropriations subcommittee and tell 
them: 

 Thanks for their service and support of natural 
resources. 

 We need to invest in the care of one of the 
state's greatest resources, our trees and 
forests! 

 Please appropriate at least $1 million for the 
forest Health Management program. 

 Please support the special invasive species 
revolving loan program, SF 393.  The program 
sets aside $3 million for communities to 
develop and implement programs to battle 
pests and invasives such as Emerald Ash Borer. 

 According to the USDA Forest Service, Iowa has 
lost 97,300 acres from 2009 through 2014 
(primarily from clearing for additional crop 
ground). 

 

Sen. Mary Jo Wilhelm (563)547-4156 
mary.jo.wilhelm@legis.iowa.gov 
Sen. Kevin Kinney (319)631-4667 
Kevin.Kinney@legis.iowa.gov 
Sen. Ken Rozenboom (641)295-6551 
ken.rozenboom@legis.iowa.gov 
Sen. Dick Dearden (515)262-1203 
dick.dearden@legis.iowa.gov 
Sen. Jason Schultz (712)269-2178 
jason.schultz@legis.iowa.gov 
  
Rep. Jack Drake (515)281-3221 
jack.drake@legis.iowa.gov 
Rep. Norlin Mommsen (515)281-3221 
Norlin.Mommsen@legis.iowa.gov 
Rep. Scott Ourth (515)281-3221 
scott.ourth@legis.iowa.gov 
Rep. Charles Isenhart (515)281-3221 
charles.isenhart@legis.iowa.gov 
Rep. Megan Jones (515)281-3221 
megan.jones@legis.iowa.gov 
Rep. Helen Miller (515)281-3221 
helen.miller@legis.iowa.gov 

Rep. Ross Paustian (515)281-3221 
Ross.Paustian@legis.iowa.gov 
Rep. Patti Ruff (515)281-3221 patti.ruff@legis.iowa.gov 
Rep. John Wills (515)281-3221 
John.Wills@legis.iowa.gov 
 

Also, be sure to let Governor Branstad know that caring 
for and preserving Iowa’s valuable natural resources is 
important to you and good for the state. You can reach 
the Governor’s office at (515)281-5211 or by visiting: 
http://www.governor.iowa.gov/contact. 
 

Status of State Forest Nursery: 

To Close or Not Tto Close? 
 

Members of the Coalition for Iowa’s Woodlands and 
Trees, including members of both Iowa Woodland 
Owners and Trees Forever, requested a meeting with 
Iowa DNR Director Chuck Gipp to discuss options to 
keep the state nursery open. Held on March 16, several 
dozen members listened to State Forester Paul Tauke 
lay out the concerns leading to the proposed closure. 
Reasons include that the nursery has lost money for 
many years, and administrative rules prevent the 
nursery from raising prices without a great deal of “red 
tape.” Members of the Coalition continue to feel the 
nursery should not be closed as it is the only nursery in 
Iowa raising large quantities of native seedlings, and 
that the DNR should go through the process of rule-
making/changing and raise its prices to allow the 
operation to breakeven. No private sector entity is 
currently in a position to fill this significant need at a 
time when we need major reforestation efforts. 

 

Shannon Ramsay, Co-Chair  

Coalition for Iowa's Woodlands & Trees 

President & CEO, Trees Forever 

 

Dave Bartemes, Co-Chair 

Coalition for Iowa's Woodlands & Trees 

President, Iowa Woodland Owners Association 
 

 

 
 
 

http://cts.vresp.com/c/?TreesForever/68d0dd1f22/313d449d70/d5d52da2f7/ga=86&personID=6570
mailto:mary.jo.wilhelm@legis.iowa.gov
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?TreesForever/68d0dd1f22/313d449d70/42130da49e/ga=86&personID=14817
mailto:Kevin.Kinney@legis.iowa.gov
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?TreesForever/68d0dd1f22/313d449d70/ac779da470/ga=86&personID=10731
mailto:ken.rozenboom@legis.iowa.gov
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?TreesForever/68d0dd1f22/313d449d70/efd74a492e/ga=86&personID=135
mailto:dick.dearden@legis.iowa.gov
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?TreesForever/68d0dd1f22/313d449d70/949608005e/ga=86&personID=6588
mailto:jason.schultz@legis.iowa.gov
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?TreesForever/68d0dd1f22/313d449d70/ab10bdd1cc/ga=86&personID=81
mailto:jack.drake@legis.iowa.gov
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?TreesForever/68d0dd1f22/313d449d70/d3e9fa262c/ga=86&personID=14810
mailto:Norlin.Mommsen@legis.iowa.gov
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?TreesForever/68d0dd1f22/313d449d70/82230c9f14/ga=86&personID=10742
mailto:scott.ourth@legis.iowa.gov
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?TreesForever/68d0dd1f22/313d449d70/4847bd17ce/ga=86&personID=6575
mailto:charles.isenhart@legis.iowa.gov
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?TreesForever/68d0dd1f22/313d449d70/f4c5c11b95/ga=86&personID=10747
mailto:megan.jones@legis.iowa.gov
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?TreesForever/68d0dd1f22/313d449d70/74b751ef4a/ga=86&personID=219
mailto:helen.miller@legis.iowa.gov
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?TreesForever/68d0dd1f22/313d449d70/dadd7d5a8b/ga=86&personID=9407
mailto:Ross.Paustian@legis.iowa.gov
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?TreesForever/68d0dd1f22/313d449d70/fd45501eab/ga=86&personID=10746
mailto:patti.ruff@legis.iowa.gov
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?TreesForever/68d0dd1f22/313d449d70/540591e829/ga=86&personID=13794
mailto:John.Wills@legis.iowa.gov
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?TreesForever/68d0dd1f22/313d449d70/27db5d7984
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Protecting Jobs:  Just As 
Important As Creating Jobs 

By Dave Bartemes and Shannon Ramsey 
Reprinted from the Des Moines Register, of January 17, 2015 

 

New jobs in Iowa make headlines.  Even small gains get 
space in the newspapers and time on the evening news.  
And well they should, as every new job is important to 
our state’s economy.  But what about the jobs that are 
already in place?  Shouldn’t our state and local leaders 
provide all the assistance possible to retain jobs that 
have been a part of Iowa’s employment picture for 
years? 

Few people are aware that Iowa’s forestry, landscape, 
and nursery industries employ 32,000 people, and that 
these jobs pay a living wage.  In addition, these jobs are 
stable and those employed have a reasonable certainty 
that they can be a part of the industry for many years. 
That’s true, but, unfortunately, there can be unforeseen 
upsets in any industry and an upset can result in 
dramatic reversals.  Those reversals usually mean that 
people lose the jobs they had counted on. 

Iowa’s forestry, landscape, and nursery industries are 
facing several threats to their stability.  One such threat 
has become a reality.  In 2002, an insect called the 
Emerald Ash Borer was found in Allamakee County.   
Since that time it has spread to 16 counties.  Soon it will 
be in every Iowa county, almost certainly destroying 
every ash tree in the state.  Ash is an important species 
highly regarded for its wood products and its 
desirability as an ornamental and lawn specimen.  The 
loss of the ash trees; green ash, blue ash, white ash and 
all members of the genus, “fraxinus” will impact both 
the rural woodlands and urban landscapes.   

The loss of our native ash trees follows the loss of other 
American native trees.  The American chestnut, 
American elm, and other woodland species have 
succumbed to invasive insects and diseases.  The 
worldwide economy has opened our borders to trade 
with other nations and that means undesirable insects 
and diseases come into the country with the goods 
being traded.  In addition to these destructive elements, 
we’ve had numerous non-native species of shrubs, 
grasses and other plants that are harmful to our 
woodlands, native wildflowers, and grasses. 

One of the threats to our woodlands and urban 
landscape includes a disease that threatens our most 
valuable woodland crop, the American black walnut.  

The black walnut grown in Iowa and other Midwestern 
states is sought by craftsmen and builders worldwide, 
and Iowa has the largest stand of marketable walnut in 
the United States.   

Thousand cankers disease, which attacks walnut, has 
the potential to eliminate or radically reduce the value 
of our walnut trees.  The disease attacks weakened 
trees and usually kills them.  Trees that survive the 
disease are left with canker scars that destroy the tree’s 
value as timber. 

Oak wilt disease has been in Iowa for several decades.  
However, with monitoring and woodland management 
strategies, foresters have been able to limit the damage 
caused by this disease and oak remains the second most 
valuable timber tree in Iowa.  Individual oaks have 
survived in our cities and towns providing the benefits 
of shade, wildlife food, and beauty. 

Our legislative leaders have taken note of the 
importance of Iowa’s woodlands and trees and 
established a line item in the budget to promote forest 
health.  They have also appropriated $500,000 to fund 
this initiative.  That’s a good start, but with the number 
of diseases and insects that are invading our woodlands, 
it’s not nearly enough. 

The Coalition for Iowa’s Woodlands and Trees is 
recommending that the 2015 Iowa legislature increase 
the appropriation for healthy woodlands to a minimum 
of $3 million.  These funds will be used for the 
following:   

- Assist communities with removal and disposal 
of dead or diseased trees. 
- Assist communities with management, 
planning, and planting a diverse mix of 
replacement trees. 
- Establish monitoring programs to identify new 
threats such as the walnut twig beetle (the insect 
vector for thousand canker disease.) Asian 
longhorn beetle (a beetle that attacks all varieties 
of maple) and several other diseases and insect 
threats. 
- Provide expertise on managing Iowa’s parks and 
State Forests to fight invasive plant species that are 
already present.  These species include but are not 
limited to, bush honeysuckle, buckthorn, and garlic 
mustard. 

Without additional funds to assist woodland owners 
and communities, Iowa is risking the loss of $4.25 billion 
dollars of economic impact.  By investing now Iowa can 
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protect our woodlands, trees, and valuable wildlife 
habitat and we can secure this resource for generations 
to come. 

Dave Bartemes and Shannon Ramsey co-chair the Coalition for Iowa’s 
Woodlands and Trees.  This coalition consists of 22 organizations with an 
interest in trees and woodlands.  Dave Bartemes is past president of the Iowa 
Woodland Owners Association and a current board member.  Shannon 
Ramsey is the founder and CEO of Trees Forever. 

 

 
 

Thousand Cankers Disease 
By Tivon Freeley 

Iowa DNR Forest Health Program Leader 
 

What is Thousand Cankers Disease? 
Thousand cankers disease (TCD) is a disease/insect 
complex native to the western United States that 
primarily affects black walnut. This disease is the result 
of the combined activity of a fungus (Geosmithia 
morbida) and the walnut twig beetle (Pityophthorus 
juglandis). 
 
How is the Disease Spread? 
Fungal spores are carried and introduced into the tree 
by adult walnut twig beetles (WTB).   Eventually, the 
spores develop into cankers that disrupt the flow of 
nutrients throughout the tree.  
 
Where are TCD and WTB at? 
Mortality of black walnut has been reported since 2001, 
which led to the discovery of the disease. TCD and the 
vector (WTB) that carries TCD have been confirmed in 
several Western and Eastern states since 2001.  See 
below for the most current map. 
 
Is There Any Early Detection methods? 
Yes, WTB does produces a sex phenome and Lindgren 
funnel traps have been used to successfully find the 
twig beetles.  However, a species of weevil (S. pallidus) 
has been found to carry the TCD in Indiana.  It is not 
known how many other species of beetles or weevils 
may be able to carry TCD. 
 
 
 

Most of the Finds are in Urban Areas? 
Yes, most of the finds are in urban areas and it takes 
many years for the trees to decline and eventually die.  
There are only a few finds in wooded areas at this time.  
Based on observations in western states, TCD tends to 
be fatal to the tree.  However, black walnut grown on 
good soils may resist the effects of TCD.  The research is 
still being done to see how severe the damage is from 
TCD.  It appears that the heaviest damage is done from 
the massive amount of WTB that attack the tree causing 
some to ask if the name should be changed to “Death 
by a Thousand Bites”.  Perhaps this is really an insect 
problem and not a fungal canker problem?  It will take 
several years to sort this out. 
 
How Can I Identify TCD? 
The cankers produced develop under the bark and are 
very difficult to see.  The WTB’s are very small, 1.5-2.0 
mm, smaller than a grain of rice.  The pheromone traps 
are the best detection methods.  No WTB were found in 
Iowa during the 2014 trapping season. 
www.thousandcankers.com is the best place to 
research TCD/WTB.  This site posts all of the new finds 
and research.  Contact Tivon Feeley, IDNR Forest Health 
Program Leader, at tivon.feeley@dnr.iowa.gov for 
further information. 

 

 

 
 

Non Native Tree of the Quarter 
Serbian Spruce Picea omorika 

 

Along with my personal experience, I like to check with 
several publications (and lately even the internet) to 
make sure I pick up a few details before I write these 
articles. In the case of Serbian Spruce, I was struck by 
how many loved this tree. Those who bothered to 

http://www.thousandcankers.com/
mailto:tivon.feeley@dnr.iowa.gov
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mention their preference, always mentioned it as one 
of their top choices for spruce and, indeed, it does have 
much to admire 

The first is the overall appearance of the tree. It is very 
narrowly conical and thus requires little space say in a 
garden or even next to a house. The trees are not 
shrubbery, however, in cultivation they can be expected 
to grow to 50'-60' and where they are native (confined 
to a very small area of the former Yugoslavia), they may 
reach 100' or more.  A 100' tree would be expected to 
be 15'-20' wide at its base. 

The limbs of this conifer generally droop and then 
ascend at the tips. This shows off the attractive contrast 
in color of the upper side of the needles, which are dark 
green, and the underside, which has two length wise, 
parallel white lines (stomata) gives them a silvery 
appearance.  The needles are about 1" long. They are 
flatter, wider, and softer than the typical spruce. The 
new growth is obvious. In contrast to the old growth, it 
is pale, powdery blue. By the end of the summer 
season, they match the old growth in color. 

Barring any damage, from deer for instance, the trees 
will invariably have one central leader. They require 
little or no pruning and hold their limbs down to the 
ground. The bark is thin, scaling off in platelets and dark 
brown. 

The cones are narrowly egg shaped up to 2" long. They 
are distinctively purple when young, ripening to dark, 
shiny brown. Like all spruces, (as far as I know), they 
hang down when mature. Also, like all spruces, (as far as 
I know) the higher into the tree the more numerous the 
cones--with the bulk of them at the very top. 

The trees grow on limestone in Yugoslavia, but they are 
highly adaptable. They can be grown in highly acidic 
soils and they also can be grown in moist, well drained 
sites to very dry sites. They reportedly can handle city 
pollution. 

I bought 50 Serbian Spruce in 1995 and 500 in 1998. I've 
lost track of almost all of them. The 50 I can't remember 
for the life of me, where I planted. (Probably means 
they're dead) The 500 I planted in my CRP ground and 
I've lost track of most of them, too. Most are dead. Only 
50 or so of the 500 survived. I know this sounds awful, 
but here's the story. I was on a budget in 1998 (still am, 
but in 1998 I bought 12,000 total trees), so I bought the 
cheapest I could find and in the case of Serbian Spruce, 
that was 3"-6" trees. You can't plant 12,000 trees by 
hand so I was using one of those pull behind a tractor 

planters. In case you're not familiar with them, I'll 
describe it briefly. The planter (me) sets on a steel 
tractor seat with a bucket of soaking trees on each side. 
The machine makes a slit in the ground which stays 
open until it is closed by the two tires located under the 
seat. So the object is to stick the roots of the tree into 
the slit at the proper depth and hold the tree until the 
tires close the slit around the tree. This is nearly 
impossible with 3"-6" trees. Some even ended up 
completely buried. This explains part of the low ability 
to survive. Also despite some publications saying they 
are deer resistant...apparently the deer can't read. I am 
fond of these trees perhaps for their beauty, but more 
likely for their rarity. They are, in my experience, 
extremely slow growing. After 16 years of growth, most 
are no more than 6' tall. The tallest is 15' or so and is 
the only one that has produced those purple cones. The 
tree kind of reminds me of a Balsam Fir, in appearance, 
if that helps.  Both have light blue green spring growth. 

 

 

Deer account for almost half 
of long-term forest change, 

study finds 
By David Tenenbaum 

(As printed in the University of Wisconsin—Madison—News, Jan. 2, 2015) 

A study released this week has linked at least 40 
percent of species changes in the forests of northern 
Wisconsin and Michigan over the past 60 years to the 
eating habits of white-tailed deer. 

A research group led by Donald Waller, a professor of 
botany at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, used a 
pair of strategies to look at the ecological impact of 
deer. First, they resurveyed 62 sites across northern 
Wisconsin and Michigan in 2000-01 that were first 
studied by former UW-Madison Professor John Curtis 
and his students in the 1950s. "This showed us just how 
the forest has changed during a time when deer were 
becoming much more common, but it did not pinpoint 
the deer themselves as the cause of the changes," 
Waller says. 

mailto:djtenenb@wisc.edu
http://www.botany.wisc.edu/waller/
http://www.botany.wisc.edu/
http://www.botany.wisc.edu/cmsdocuments/curtis2013.pdf
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=acorn+clip+art+free&sa=X&biw=1152&bih=704&tbm=isch&tbnid=DuVjm_BjUbzNoM:&imgrefurl=http://www.freepik.com/free-vector/acorn-and-leaf-clip-art_378803.htm&docid=NCv2LEQBqoctgM&imgurl=http://static.freepik.com/free-photo/acorn-and-leaf-clip-art_437002.jpg&w=626&h=238&ei=rGvJUbbcLtKC0QHsj4G4Bw&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:88,s:0,i:360&iact=rc&page=4&tbnh=127&tbnw=334&start=66&ndsp=23&tx=172&ty=76
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Waller's group later examined plant communities inside 
and outside 17 fenced "exclosures" built to keep out 
deer but not smaller mammals. The study was 
published in the journal PLOS ONE. 

Waller — together with Katie Frerker, a former 
graduate student in his lab who earned her master's 
degree here and is now working for the U.S. Forest 
Service in Duluth, Minnesota; and Autumn Sabo, a Ph.D. 
student in the Department of Forest and Wildlife 
Ecology — discovered that many of the plants 
commonly seen in the early surveys now mostly occur 
inside the protective exclosures. 

Where deer have been common, ferns and grasses — as 
well as several nonnative plants — have become more 
abundant. Deer greatly reduced regeneration of native 
trees, the growth of shrubs, the height of forest 
understory plants, and the abundance of flowering 
plants that are neither woody nor grassy. 

The two lines of evidence converge on the same general 
conclusion, Waller says: Deer account for at least 40 
percent of the change seen in the forests over the past 
half-century or so. "The study links microcosm to 
macrocosm. We have exclosures in the same region 
where we have documented long-term changes in the 
plant community over the past 50 years. These are 
giving us the same message." 

The study may actually underestimate the impact of 
deer, Waller suggests, citing their attraction to the 
Canada yew, a shrubby evergreen that has been 
eliminated across most of the north woods. Thus, yew is 
no longer counted as a baseline species, even though its 
disappearance likely reflects deer browsing. 

Furthermore, deer were already quite common when 
the exclosures were installed 15 or 20 years ago. "By 
that point, deer may have already eliminated some 
species that have not recolonized since. So this type of 
study would miss these losses," says Waller. 

Some plants eliminated by deer need decades to 
recover, Waller says. "If a species is slow growing, or 
has seeds that are not dispersed readily by birds or as 
stick-tight burrs, it needs more time to reappear." 

The exclosures, he says, "serve as controlled 
experiments once they are run for 15 or 20 years, as 
these were." 

Waller says attributing at least 40 percent of the change 
in forest structure to white-tailed deer was surprising 
even to somebody like him who has studied deer for 

more than two decades. "It's rare in ecology to find one 
factor that accounts for so much change," he says. 

Deer hunting is a political subject in Wisconsin, and 
while Waller would like to see greater harvests, 
especially of does, he also favors gaining a better 
picture of deer's impact. 

"I'd like to see more citizen science, with hunters and 
high school classes paying more attention to (the effects 
of) deer," he says. "These groups could build exclosures 
or plant seedlings and then track what gets eaten. This 
would be very straightforward. It would not cost much, 
and would produce valuable data to inform hunters, 
professional managers and the public about whether 
deer density is too high or too low." 

 

 

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK! 
 
 
 

 

 
 

IWOA January 13, 2015 
Board Meeting 

Ox Yoke Inn Amana Iowa 
IWOA Board Minutes 

13 Jan 2015 Ox Yoke Inn Amana 
 

Present: Al Wagner, Chuck Semler, Dave Bartemes,  Ann 
Schneckloth, Kevin Karr, Paul Millice. 

Absent: Robert Jefferson, All Rathje, Tom Brady 

Also in attendance: Steve Meyer Timber Talk Editor  

President Semler called the meeting to order at 10 am. 

September regular board minutes; motion to approve 
by Schneckloth and second by Wagner; approved. 

http://www.plosone.org/
http://forestandwildlifeecology.wisc.edu/
http://forestandwildlifeecology.wisc.edu/
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Treasurers report was reviewed, Semler to check 
reference scholarship showing up as an asset. Motion to 
approve by Bartemes and second by Schneckloth, 
approved. 

Membership Report, Comp Membership was discussed.  
Motion by Bartemes and second by Millice, Approved 

The board discussed membership and talked about 
recruiting incentives.  

Reviewed the Iowa State Forestry Scholarship and the 
fact that any IWOA member may contribute to this 
scholarship fund.  

Dave Bartemes updated the board on his nut cracker 
project.  Dave has engineered and built a prototype 
mechanical nut cracker.  Dave has offered up the rights 
to ISU if they donate a % to the IWOA scholarship fund. 

IWOA Spring Field Day, details central Iowa Dr. Randall 
to provide details. 

Field days were discussed; we may want to partner with 
Trees Forever.  Semler to check with Dr. Randall on 
partnership. 

Annual meeting timing and locations were briefly 
discussed, tabled as Dr. Randall is not available.  

Millice submitted a bill of $220 for name tag lanyards 
and $22.78 for card stock.  Motion by Bartemes and 
second by Wagner, approved. 

The coalition will again storm the hill (Des Moines) on 
March 4th 9 am this is our chance to talk to our 
legislators in mass about our concerns for tree health 
and tree funding.  The board has agreed to provide $5 
toward lunch to any IWOA member that joins us for this 
once a year opportunity. The board will then meet at 1 
pm in the state house cafeteria   Semler to post this 
information on list serve.  

Steve Meyer addressed the board, is always in the need 
for content.  Semler to check with the National about 
reprinting articles. 

President Semler reappointed Dave Bartemes as our 
Legislative liaison  

President Semler appointed Ann Schneckloth and Al 
Wagner to the nominating committee. 

Bartemes said we have lost our Ash trees and is 
wondering about Walnut trees.  Walnut trees represent 
a $4 Billion industry and that we should think about 
forming a research committee to offer a grant to do 

research on Walnuts.  Semler to talk this subject with 
Dr. Randall also. 

Motion by Karr and second by Millice to provide $1000 
to the Coalition for trees to continue their great work. 

Next Board meeting March 4th 1pm State Capitol 
cafeteria Des Moines  

State Fair Parade, Bartemes to get application to discuss 
at March Board meeting. 

Membership, Talked corporate members as Deer and 
Deer Hunting Magazine own a couple thousand acres in 
southern Iowa. May want to put an ad in hunting 
publications.  Semler to work with Karr. 

Bartemes made a motion to adjourn  

Paul Millice IWOA Secretary 

The IWOA Board 
Al Wagner, IWOA President 

e-mail: wagneraj@netins.net 
 

Chuck Semler, IWOA Vice President 
e-mail: chucksemler@gmail.com 

 
Paul Millice, IWOA Secretary 

e-mail: pmillice@aol.com 
  

Allan Rathje 
e-mail:  alrathje@mchsi.com 

 
David Bartemes 

e-mail: dwbartemes87@q.com  
 

Tom Brady 
fred@toadvalley.com 

 

Robert Jefferson 
e-mail: bandbj@dunkerton.net 

 

Kevin Kelly 
e-mail: ktf@netins.net 

 

Ann Schneckloth 
ann@mfgraffix.com 

 

IWOA Support Staff 
Cathy Wilkie, Membership Secretary 

Joanne Mensinger, Treasurer 

 

 
 

 

http://us.mc396.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=wagneraj@netins.net
http://us.mc396.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=chucksemler@gmail.com
mailto:pmillice@aol.com
http://us.mc396.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=alrathje@mchsi.com
mailto:fred@toadvalley.com
mailto:bandbj@dunkerton.net


8 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

    

    
 

 
 
TimberTalk  

Timber Talk 
Allen Wagner 
914 Elbow Creek Rd. 
Springville, IA   52336 
IWOA Website: www.iowawoodlandowners.org 
 
March 2015 Issue 
Timber Talk is a newsletter published  
4 times per year that serves members 
Of the Iowa Woodland Owners Association and the  
Iowa Tree Farmer’s Association. 

Become a Member of IWOA 
We invite you (or someone you might know) to 

become a member of the Iowa Woodland Owners 
Association 

__Member $20—woodland owner, voting 
__Associate Member $20—non-woodland owner, non-voting 
__Contributing Member $50—woodland owner, voting 
__Contributing Associate Member $50—non-woodland 
owner, non-voting 

 
Name_______________________________________ 

 
Address_____________________________________ 

 
City_________________________________________ 

 
State__________________ Zip___________________ 

 
Phone________________________________________ 

 
E-mail_______________________________________ 

 
Number of forest acres you own_________________ 

 
County acres located____________________________ 

 
Mail this completed form and check to: 

Cathy Wilkie 
IWOA Membership Secretary 

204 Park Rd. 

Iowa City, IA 52246 

 

Dear Iowa Tree Farm Members, 

 

If your mailing label on this newsletter reads “ITF” 

after your name, you receive our newsletter via 

Iowa Woodland Owner’s Association joint 

newsletter mailing effort with the Iowa Tree Farm 

Members.  

 

If you are an ITF member, and would rather 

receive your copy of Timber Talk via e-mail rather 

than receive a paper copy in the mail, please e-mail 

Cathy Wilkie, IWOA Membership Secretary at 

cat_wilkie@yahoo.com, and put “ITF MEMBER 

REQUESTING ELECTRONIC COPY” in the 

subject line of your e-mail. Include your current 

mailing address in the body of the e-mail so I make 

sure I get the right person signed up for the 

electronic mailing.  

 

We appreciate the Iowa Tree Farm folks taking the 

time to read Timber Talk, and we would also like 

to ask you to consider becoming more involved in 

IWOA by becoming a full-fledged IWOA member. 

 

If you’d like to join, please fill out the form on the 

right, and send in with your dues payment. 
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