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2014 SPRING FIELD DAY REVIEW 
Submitted by Paul Millice, IWOA Secretary 

 

Nancy and I had the honor of hosting the IWOA Spring 
Field Day on our acreage this year. We had over eighty 
folks for the day. We started out in the beautiful 
Johnson County Extension facility with a number of 
learning seminars. 
 

We would like to thank the following folks for their 
presentations: 

 Patrick O’Malley for his two hour session on 

Apple tree grafting. 

 Jim Ward for his session on Habitat 

Management for Whitetails 

 Dr. Jessie Randall on Maple Syrup Making 

 Bill Bunger IDNR for information on the 

Depredation Program. 

 Greg Redlin for The Chain Saw Sharpening 

training and donating a MS 170 for the door 

prize. 

 Bob Petrzelka Consulting Forester for the 

information on Timber Marketing Update. 

 

 
Patrick O’Malley demonstrates Apple tree grafting. 

 

After a great lunch we then traveled ten miles or so to 
our acreage for a walk about. We then had Ron Sexton 
of Sexton Construction demonstrate his tree spade by 

moving a couple of six year old Chestnut seedlings.  We 
struggled with one tree as the ground was still a little 
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hard. I then demonstrated planting seedlings using my 
earth auger and talked about the history and our tree 
protections efforts to include tree shelters, tree cages 
and electric fencing to control deer damage to our 
trees. Tim Thompson IDNR shared information on the 
Red Bird Wildlife area. Mark Vitosh talked about our 
acreage, plantings and invasive control efforts. From 
there we moved to an area of fruit trees where Patrick 
O’Malley demonstrated the proper way to prune an 
apple tree. 
 
It was our hope that the day had something for 
everyone and if anyone has any questions please don’t 
hesitate to give us a shout.  
 
Special thanks go to Mark Vitosh, Dr. Jessie Randall and 
Patrick O’Malley for all of the planning and work that 
went into making this field day such a success.  We 
were honored to be a part of this! 
Paul and Nancy Millice 
  

Timber Talk
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Charles City Field Day offers view of conservation practices 

Trees Forever, DNR Forestry, and Iowa Woodland Owners cooperate on forestry field day on 
Sept. 6 

 

CHARLES CITY (July 28, 2014) – Ann and Jon Schneckloth care about the land they farm, which shows in 
the many conservation practices they have installed. Now the rural Charles City couple, along with other 
experts, will show those successful practices and share what they've learned during a field day on September 
6.  “Planting and managing for a variety of habitat types, including trees, shrubs, and prairie, creates pollinator 
and other wildlife habitat, improves water quality, and reduces soil erosion,” said Trees Forever Field 
Coordinator, Meredith Borchardt.  “The field day will be a great opportunity for people to learn about projects 
they can add to their property to achieve some of the same benefits.” 
 
The forestry field day includes presenters from Iowa DNR Forestry, Trees Forever, and Pheasants Forever.  
The event is open to the public and will be held from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 6.  Registration will 
be 8:30 – 9:15, followed by three morning sessions, a catered lunch, and three afternoon sessions. 
 
Farmers, landowners and anyone else interested in learning about conservation practices are invited to attend. 
Besides viewing different conservation practices, attendees will learn how to install and manage the various 
projects and hear about cost-share opportunities to help fund them.  
 
Topics include invasive species management, pollinator habitat, prairie management, forest regeneration 
systems, tree planting management (both direct seeding and seedling plantings), and benefits of riparian 
buffers.  Speakers will be Jason Walker and Greg Heidebrink, Iowa DNR Foresters; Dan Borchardt of 
Pheasants Forever; Meredith Borchardt and Jeff Jensen of Trees Forever; and Gary Beyer, Consulting 
Forester. The cost is $12 fee ($15 for walk-ins) which includes a catered lunch.  
 
Details  
What: Forestry Field Day 
When: Saturday, Sept. 6, 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
Where: Ann and Jon Schneckloth farm, 3050 227th St., SE of Charles City.  
Registration: Required for a catered lunch and can be done on the Trees Forever website, 
www.treesforever.org or by calling Becky Smith, 1-800-369-1269 extension 112 
 
The field day is part of the Upper Cedar Watershed Outreach and Education program, a cooperative effort 
between Iowa DNR Forestry and Trees Forever, with funding support from the U.S. Forest Service.  For more 
information, contact Greg Heidebrink, greg.heidebrink@dnr.state.ia.us, 641-228-6611 or Meredith Borchardt, 
mborchardt@treesforever.org or 319-278-1131. 
 

### 

Trees Forever is a nonprofit organization nationally headquartered in Marion, IA that is dedicated to 
planting trees, encouraging volunteer and youth involvement and environmental stewardship.  For over 25 
years, we’ve been planting a better tomorrow. For more information visit www.treesforever.org or call 800-

369-1269. 

 

 

 

http://www.treesforever.org/
mailto:greg.heidebrink@dnr.state.ia.us
mailto:mborchardt@treesforever.org#_blank
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LEGISLATIVE REPORT 
 

Governor Branstad Has Heard from Woodland 
Owners 

By Dave Bartemes 
President, Iowa Woodland Owners Association 

 
Wednesday morning, July 9th, turned out to be an 
opportunity for Iowa’s woodland owners.  I was a 
participant in the Healthiest Mile Walk sponsored by 
Above and Beyond Cancer, an organization dedicated to 
cancer research and to cancer survivors.  The principal 
speaker at the event was Governor Terry Branstad.  He 
was accompanied by Lt Governor Kim Reynolds and 
others. 
 
At the end of the speeches I noticed that the governor 
was standing aside to let the walkers get in position for 
a hike to the statehouse.  I approached him and seemed 
to catch him a bit by surprise.  I introduced myself as 
Co-Chair of the Coalition for Iowa’s Woodlands and 
trees.  At first he seemed to not recognize the 
organization or the purpose of my conversation, but 
when I expressed our appreciation for his signing of the 
budget bill that included a $500,000 item for Healthy 
Woodlands and Trees, he brightened and responded 
positively.  We continued our conversation for about 
three minutes and during that time he expressed his 
own concerns about invasive insects, diseases, and 
species.  I closed the conversation by asking him to 
consider a larger appropriation in his budget request 
next year. 
 
Many people would say that a three minute 
conversation in passing is inconsequential.  I disagree.  
These are the moments of opportunity and game 
changing strategies.  It was clear that Governor 
Branstad is aware of the issues facing Iowa’s woodlands 
and that he is looking for ways to support efforts to 
enhance and protect trees, both rural and urban.  In 
terms of state politics, summer is a slow season.  It is 
also the best time to contact our chief executive to 
present our views on what we believe is important.  I 
encourage all Iowans who love trees to write Governor 
Branstad a letter immediately, thanking him for 
supporting the Healthy Tree Initiative.  Acting now, 
while our conversation is fresh in his mind would be the 
best way to pave the way for more success in next 
year’s legislative season. 

 

 

COALITION FOR IOWA’S WOODLANDS 
AND TREES UPDATE 

 

Dear Coalition Members and Advocates: 
 
We hope you and your trees are surviving and thriving 
through this summer’s storms! Across Iowa, we’ve had 
significant loss of large, mature trees. There will be less 
shade and wildlife habitat next year, and of course 
those of you on this list are the folks providing help to 
your neighbors, expertise and encouragement to keep 
planting, pruning and managing your trees and forests, 
whether rural or community. Thanks for helping make 
trees and forests a priority this year with the Iowa 
Legislature. 
 
Thanks to Governor Branstad and Senator Dennis 
Black 
 
Please let Governor Branstad know how much you 
appreciate his signing the bill that included $500,000 for 
Forest Health. While we had asked for more, it was a 
$300,000 increase over 2013. Senator Black was a major 
player in keeping Forest Health front and center. Sadly 
after five terms, he plans to retire from the Iowa Senate 
next year. We are really going to miss Dennis, who not 
only has a forestry degree but a great appreciation of 
the importance of forest management. He will be sorely 
missed next year when it comes to all natural resource 
issues. Please wish him well as he retires and thank him 
along with the Governor by sending a personal card or 
letter to the following addresses: 
 

The Honorable Terry Branstad 
Governor, State of Iowa 
Iowa State Capitol 
1007 East Grand Avenue 
Des Moines, Iowa 50319 
 
Honorable Dennis Black 
Iowa Senate 
5239 E 156th St South 
Grinnell, IA 50112 
 
Thanks to joint Appropriations Chairs, Senator Bob 
Dvorsky and Rep. Chuck Soderberg, for their support, 
along with Senator Mike Gronstal of Council Bluffs and 
Representative Jack Drake of Griswold, and to many of 
our local legislators who have helped with our message. 
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Thanks again to you for your time and efforts. We 
appreciate the continued support of the Coalition from 
Trees Forever, the Iowa Woodland Owners Assoc., Iowa 
Nut Growers Assoc., the Iowa Tree Farm Committee 
and individual supporters. 
 
Shannon Ramsay                                    Dave Bartemes 
Coalition Co-Chair,                                 Coalition Co-Chair 
President & CEO, Trees Forever         President, Iowa 
                                                                   Woodland Owners 
770 7th Avenue                                515-331-4902 
Marion, Iowa 52302 
319-373-0650, Ext. 111 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Legislators Aren’t Monolithic 
By Dave Bartemes 

Co-Chair: Coalition for Iowa’s Woodlands and Trees 

 
Politicians, like all of us, are complex people who have 
many ideas of what is right and what is wrong.  Also, 
like all of us, some of their various ideas and positions 
contradict one another.  This point was brought home 
to me in spades during this past legislative session. 
 
Campaigns, being what they are, are designed to focus 
on simple ideas and slogans.  The purpose of a 
campaign is to position the candidate in a way that 
attracts the voter to a broad concept such as “cut the 
budget” or “too much government.”  The other side will 
adopt an equally broad agenda like “protect the 
children” or “stop thievery on Wall Street.”  Voters will 
usually have no idea of what a candidate thinks about a 
specific issue like “protect Iowa woodlands from 
invasive species and diseases.” 
 
My legislative districts are cases in point.  Both my state 
senator and representative bill themselves as “very 
conservative.”  Both campaign door-to-door trying to 
convince me and my neighbors that they will work hard 
to cut the budget, end waste, and stop regulation.  In 
my neighborhood this works very well as I live among a 
concentration of conservative activists. 
 
Given that I support increasing the budget by several 
million dollars to fund the Healthy Woodlands Initiative 
line item; one might think that I would be discouraged.  
Not so.  This past legislative session was one of 
encouragement and hope.  I’m now convinced that with 

continued efforts, woodland owners and supporters of 
tree lined streets and parks, will eventually succeed in 
efforts to fund programs that will protect existing trees 
and expand the number and quality of both rural and 
urban woodlands.  Here’s why: 
 
When I walk the halls of the state capital I go armed, 
not with hardware, but with information.  While I carry 
information with me, I also gather information about 
each of the legislators.  The information I gather is 
everyday stuff.  Where they live, what they do for a 
living, how they spend leisure time and what is their 
broad view of the political scene.  With this information, 
plus the handouts provided by the Coalition for Iowa’s 
Woodlands and Trees, I’m armed to the teeth. 
 
The senator from my district lives near me.  He goes to 
my church and he is a prominent local speaker and 
parade marcher.  He is also a professed 
“ultraconservative.”  I know more.  He is also the former 
mayor of Urbandale, a small business owner, and he 
enjoys hunting and fishing. 
 
My representative also campaigns as a budget cutting 
“true conservative.”  He lives in Johnston, attends a 
nearby church, he’s married and has young children.  
His mother also lives nearby and we have had 
opportunities to discuss mutual interests.  Like my 
senator he is a strong supporter of the outdoors; he 
supports the Izack Walton League and other 
conservation entities.  He wants his children to have an 
opportunity to hunt and fish in Iowa just as he has. 
 
What appears on the surface to be two intractable 
legislators who would do us in really isn’t the case.  
Moreover, these two men are important members of 
key committees and while they aren’t on the various 
appropriations committees, they can influence those 
who are.   
 
At the end of the legislative session, the Healthy 
Woodlands Initiative line item had its budget increased 
from $200,000 to $500,000.  Considering that we were 
pushing for a minimum of $3.8 million that may sound 
like a defeat.  Believe me it was a success.  In legislative 
budgeting you move slow but sure, one step at a time. 
 
My two legislators were helpful in this process.  They 
were able to maintain their political posture, and, at the 
same time support a budget increase.  They did this, not 
by being outspoken and taking public stands.  They did 
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it by not opposing the increase that others on the 
various committees requested.   
  
Woodland owners need to be aggressive in getting to 
know their legislators.  Once you have gathered the 
information, collated the pages, and understand who 
your representatives are, you will find out that nobody 
is one thing; we’re all an amalgam and it’s in this mixed 
broth of political reality that we can succeed in 
protecting our woodlands. 
 
Shannon Ramsay 
Coalition Co-Chair, President & CEO Trees Forever 
Dave Bartemes 
Coalition Co-Chair, President, Iowa Woodland Owners 
 

 
 

Safety Corner 
 

Kaylor Tree Planting Safety Modification. 
 

 
 

The Kaylor Tree Planter is a wonderful implement. If 
you have one, the next time you replace your seat pad 
on the planter, I suggest you modify it for safety. 
 
The seat pan is attached to the planter on a flat piece of 
steel so it is adjustable and able to partially rotate. The 
seat pan is attached to that flat steel by a treaded stud. 
The stud does not have a bolt head in order to allow the 
seat pad to sit flat onto the metal seat pan. The stud has 
a flat washer spot welded to the top instead of a hex 
head. REPLACE THIS STUD WITH A HEX HEAD BOLT, 
HEAVY WASHER & NYLOC NUT. You will need to drill, 
cut or grind the plywood base of the seat pad to allow 
room for the head of the bolt. 
 

 
 

After 20 years of commercial use, the original spot 
welds broke on mine. It presented a terrifying, painful 
experience you will want to avoid, here is what 
happened: 
 
When the washer broke off of the stud, it allowed the 
seat to come off of the planter as I was placing a 
seedling in the trench. My hand and then my arm were 
pulled under the compacting wheel as the side of my 
head and face smashed into the arm supporting the 
compacting wheel.  I was then pinned face down on the 
ground with the compacting wheel at my shoulder and 
the support arm on my head when the driver stopped 
the tractor, after my terrifying scream. My head and 
neck would have been the next body part to have been 
run over by the compacting wheel. I broke no bones but 
was black and blue for two weeks, and could not work.  
It is a simple modification that could save your life. Even 
if you are not ready to replace your seat pad, I suggest 
you make this simple modification. 
  
Shane Morris 
Northeast Iowa T.R.E.E.S. 
Manchester, Iowa 
Phone 563 927 4108 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&source=images&cd=&docid=8kV_tb4Lzvn8AM&tbnid=pKZXBjzvY6Kt7M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.clker.com/clipart-forest.html&ei=lm3JUe2_KYXGqgG6vYHwDQ&bvm=bv.48293060,d.aWM&psig=AFQjCNGcbqfVjFYwvUbd2AuXkmmz8zSCnQ&ust=1372241605355877
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IWOA Board Minutes 
March 29, 2014 

 
The meeting was called to order by President Wagner at 
12:20. Members present were Wagner, Bartemes, 
Rathje, Jefferson and Semler. Dr. Jesse Randall also 
attended. 
 
President Wagner asked Dr. Randall to discuss the 
request of the ISU extension service for funds from the 
IWOA to support the Master Woodland’s program. Dr. 
Randall explained that their basic problem is reduced 
funding from the state, the university and the DNR. He 
is being asked by his superiors to find ways to replace 
this funding or the extension service will cease to exist. 
The board explained our income limitations but 
understood the value of the extension service to our 
goals. Dr. Randall suggested $500 of annual support 
from IWOA. Semler moved to pay $500 to the ISU 
forestry extension for their support of IWOA and the 
Master Woodlands program. This was seconded by 
Bartemes. Motion carried. 
 
Bartemes moved we pay the full $5000 to ISU for the 
new forestry scholarship being sponsored by IWOA. The 
motion was seconded by Rathje. Motion carried. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 1 PM to continue with 
the spring field day. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Chuck Semler, Vice President 
 
FOOTNOTE: THE SCHOLARSHIP AMOUNT WAS LATER 
AMENDED TO REFLECT THE CORRECT AMOUNT WHICH 
IS $6250. 

 

The IWOA Board 
Al Wagner, IWOA President 

e-mail: wagneraj@netins.net 
 

Chuck Semler, IWOA Vice President 
e-mail: chucksemler@gmail.com 

 
Paul Millice, IWOA Secretary 

e-mail: pmillice@aol.com 
  

Allan Rathje 
e-mail:  alrathje@mchsi.com 

 
David Bartemes 

e-mail: dwbartemes87@q.com  
 

Tom Brady 
fred@toadvalley.com 

 

Robert Jefferson 
e-mail: bandbj@dunkerton.net 

 

Kevin Kelly 
e-mail: ktf@netins.net 

 

Ann Schneckloth 
ann@mfgraffix.com 

 

IWOA Support Staff 
Cathy Wilkie, Membership Secretary 

Joanne Mensinger, Treasurer 

 
 

2014 Outstanding Iowa Tree Farmer of 
the Year 

Submitted by Larry Wiley 

 
The 2014 Outstanding Tree Farmer of the Year is Paul 
and Cathy Marcotte.  They own a tree farm in Clayton 
County in Northeast Iowa.  The property was purchased 
in 2003 and they began an aggressive project to 
enhance and expand the tree farm. 
 
Considerable improvements were made to 94.3 acres 
through TSI project in 2005 and 2006.  47.1 acres we 
added to the tree farm in 2004 and 2005.  This was 
accomplished by direct seeding mixed hardwoods on 
29.7 acres and planning bare root seedling of confer 
shrubs and fruit trees to an additional 17.4 acres. Of 
particular note is a direct seeding of mixed oak that has 
done very well.  The population is estimated to be over 
4000 stems per acre.    Paul and Cathy maintain an 

http://us.mc396.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=wagneraj@netins.net
http://us.mc396.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=chucksemler@gmail.com
mailto:pmillice@aol.com
http://us.mc396.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=alrathje@mchsi.com
mailto:fred@toadvalley.com
mailto:bandbj@dunkerton.net
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extensive trail system throughout the tree farm which 
allows access to the various plantings and points of 
interest.  They have experience using tree shelter and 
electric fence to protect new plantings. 
 
With many of the major projects complete Paul and 
Cathy are able to spend time enjoying their tree farm.  
Cathy enjoys photography and has some great wildlife 
pictures.  Paul enjoys deer hunting with friends and 
family which helps to control the abundant population 
of deer.   
 
Paul has completed the Master Woodland Managers 
Program, has helped with local conservation projects 
and is and IWOA member. 
 
A forestry field day to honor Paul and Cathy is being 
scheduled in October at their tree farm in Clayton 
County.  More details will be coming soon. 
 
Congratulations Paul and Cathy!  

 
 

Know someone who you think 
would be interested in the Iowa 

Woodland Owners Association and 
the networking opportunities that 

come with membership? Direct 
them to our website at 

www.iowawoodlandowners.org 
and have them click on the 

Membership Link. Better yet, buy 
them a one-year gift membership! 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Utilizing a Large Acorn Crop 
From Steve Hamilton 

Forestry Consulting Services, LLC 
 
Many of you have heard of the Arnold Bruggeman 
method of reforestation.  Arnold was a well respected 
logger who was deeply concerned about the timber 
resource.  Arnold’s method was simple: wait for an 
acorn crop, harvest the trees and drag a tree top 
around with a log skidder.  The tree top would act like a 
harrow and the acorns would be more likely to 
germinate when landing in the just created furrows, 
divots, cracks, crevices, etc.   
 
There is a huge, widespread, multiple species acorn 
crop developing.  Generally, this happens every four 
years.  The bur oaks will start to drop in late August; 
followed by the white and finally the reds.  You may 
recall that I predicted the same (huge) acorn crop last 
fall.  Unfortunately, that crop aborted in mid to late 
summer.  Weather conditions to date are much 
different than what they were a year ago.  I would be 
quite surprised if this (aborted crop) happens again. 
 
Most woodland owners do not have a log skidder, but 
they do have utility tractors, skid loaders, etc.  These 
machines, with an implement, can easily disrupt the 

http://www.iowawoodlandowners.org/
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=tree+branch+clip+art+free&start=471&sa=X&biw=1152&bih=704&tbm=isch&tbnid=wFUHDKmVfi8R4M:&imgrefurl=http://etc.usf.edu/clipart/81200/81231/81231_swampspanish.htm&docid=dmlgf-VFbi-cfM&imgurl=http://etc.usf.edu/clipart/81200/81231/81231_swampspanish_lg.gif&w=1024&h=557&ei=xP7IUYrHFOnK0AH-w4CgCA&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:78,s:400,i:238&iact=rc&page=23&tbnh=165&tbnw=305&ndsp=23&tx=114&ty=94
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=squirrel+clip+art+free&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=_T_630fIA2JCSM&tbnid=ySsTEBrW7A8t4M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://catclipart.org/monkey-clip-art/&ei=Zm7JUZOPKcS1rQGqt4CwCw&bvm=bv.48293060,d.aWM&psig=AFQjCNHJNj986guOwF6R1e9xaXbNDnCaZw&ust=1372241875819184
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forest floor, creating furrows for acorns to settle in and 
germinate. Skid loaders with a tooth bucket can easily 
make multiple furrows in one pass. This disturbance 
does not need to be complete or “pretty.”  In other 
words, work on the easiest areas first and leave the 
most difficult.   
 
To summarize, natural regeneration can be greatly 
enhanced by coupling ground disturbance with an acorn 
crop.  The acorn crop is developing, leaving the ground 
disturbance to you.  If you have any questions, please 
contact me. 
 
Steve Hamilton is a consulting forester with a degree in 
Fisheries and Wildlife Biology from ISU. He can be 
reached at 319-551-2775 or e-mail 
bhamilton@netins.net. 

 

 
 

Deer Depredation Meeting Report 
 
Ace Hendricks from Ackworth represented the IWOA at 
this year’s Deer Depredation Meeting held at the Iowa 
Farm Bureau corporate offices in Des Moines on June 
23.  He has provided the following report. 
 
The meeting was attended by Iowa production groups 
and IDNR (you have the list). The meeting was 
dedicated to specifically discussing the depredation 
programs and what possible changes could be made to 
improve the success of individual producer’s 
involvement with the program. 
 
Bill Bunger, depredation biologist for the IDNR, 
described the steps to become a part of an agreement 
with the IDNR to reduce deer numbers that have 
become a financial drain on production as follows: 
 

 Producer must contact the depredation 
biologist with a complaint. 

 There will be a physical visit to the site with the 
producer. 

 The damage is evaluated to see if it reaches the 
$1000 threshold. 

 
If it qualifies, the producer can enter into a three-year 
agreement to harvest extra animals in season using 
methods appropriate during said season. 
 
Shooting permits can be issued to harvest deer outside 
of season constraints for one year. Deer may be 
harvested outside of the normal hunting seasons if the 
greatest damage to production occurs at that time. 
Harvested deer must be prepared for processing for 
food consumption. Antlers of all deer must be turned 
over to the state. 
 
It was re-emphasized that Iowa Code requires that the 
$1000 threshold be met to allow for extra pressure to 
be applied to the deer population in question. 
 
Not all producers that file complaints signup for the 
depredation program. Out of 207 complaints, only 46% 
made agreements with the IDNR for depredation tags. 
 
We were informed that hunting pressure is the key to 
deer population change. If 50% of the doe population is 
harvested in an area, deer numbers will decrease. 
Harvesting less of the doe population will result in no 
change or an increase in deer population over the 
three-year period due to natural reproduction. 
 
All participants were given the opportunity to speak re 
their thoughts of the depredation program. Some had 
positive comments regarding the success of the 
program for their own production group. Others voiced 
a need for harvesting more antlerless deer outside the 
depredation program but since that was not the focus 
of this meeting, no further discussion took place re 
issues other than the depredation program. 
 
I was the last person given the opportunity to speak.  I 
stated that since woodland owners need to work with 
district foresters to get depredation tags issued for 
damage, I had contacted prior to this meeting three 
different district foresters. I was informed that each of 
those three foresters had written only one depredation 

agreement during the past seven years. I gave my 

opinion to the group that as reduction in antlerless-

only tags in various counties continues, depredation 

tags through the district foresters’ offices become 

more important to protect our resources. Woodland 

owners would like to see a continued decrease in 

deer populations. 
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Other items mentioned were the following: cost share 
for fencing, baiting (to move deer away from crops), 
and deer impact on storage foods and grain. 
 
This meeting was designed for and limited to 
production groups only and did not include 
participation of any groups who may desire a stable or 
increased deer population. Depredation was the focus 
of this meeting and, therefore, it was not inclusive of all 
matters/issues regarding deer populations in Iowa. 

 
Ace Hendricks, IWOA Representative 

 

 
 

Hiring Professional Tree Services 
 

BY JESSE RANDALL, WILLY KLEIN 
 

AMES, Iowa--In some tree damage situations, the 
homeowner can clean up fallen material and remove 
damaged branches on smaller trees. But in many cases, 
a tree care professional needs to be hired to manage 
the situation safely. According to Jesse Randall, ISU 
Extension forester, examples of situations where a tree 
care professional should be consulted include: the tree 
needing repair is near utility lines, the repair work 
requires climbing, removal of large branches is required 
or the tree is leaning on a structure or an adjacent tree. 
 
"In cases of widespread tree damage it is not unusual 
for individuals calling themselves 'tree specialists' to 
start showing up throughout the area looking for work. 
Owning a truck and a chainsaw does not automatically 
qualify someone as a tree care professional," said 
Randall. "Most people in the tree care profession call 
themselves arborists." 
 
Arborists are people who specialize in the management 
and care of individual trees, and their education and/or 
training is in the field of tree care. There are qualified 

arborists throughout the state, but Randall advises 
Iowans to protect themselves and their property by 
considering the following suggestions when dealing 
with storm damaged trees and hiring individuals or 
companies for tree care services. 
 
When hiring tree removal 
 
1) Before anything is done, be sure any trees in 
question are on your property. If the tree is in the public 
right-of-way contact your local city officials to see who 
is responsible for managing trees in these locations. 

 

 
 
2) If your tree is immediately adjacent to power lines, 
contact your local utility for potential assistance with 
pruning of broken branches or removal of hazardous 
trees. Do not prune around utility lines. This work 
should be done by trained professionals only. 
 
3) Beware of people knocking on your door offering to 
work on your tree. Most established arborists do not 
create new business by going door-to-door. 
 
4) In some communities arborists must be licensed to 
work within city limits, so check with city hall to see if 
this is a requirement and for a possible list of licensed 
arborists. If you live outside of a community or there is 
no list available from city hall, check the yellow pages in 
the phone book for a listing of tree care professionals 
under the heading Tree Services or Tree Care. Also, 
check with friends or neighbors who have had work 
done by a reputable company or individual. 
 
5) Make sure the individual or company has insurance 
for personal and property damage, and workers 
compensation. Ask for evidence of this insurance. In 
some cases communities have ordinances that specify 
insurance requirements for arborists; contact city hall 
for this information. 
 
6) Ask for, and check, local references or past clients. 
 

http://www.extension.iastate.edu/author/jesse-randall
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/author/willy-klein
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=tree+branch+clip+art+free&start=205&sa=X&biw=1152&bih=704&tbm=isch&tbnid=1JQzOFLXnzsrQM:&imgrefurl=http://vector.me/browse/169687/elderberry_clip_art&docid=wllN9XHmY_ecvM&imgurl=http://vector.me/files/images/1/6/169687/elderberry_clip_art.jpg&w=425&h=250&ei=YP7IUd3QE--K0QGSj4HYDg&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:12,s:200,i:40&iact=rc&page=11&tbnh=172&tbnw=293&ndsp=21&tx=122&ty=91
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7) If time permits, obtain tree work estimates from 
several arborists. Make sure to get a written estimate listing all 

work to be done. Read through the details carefully, and be 
sure you understand what will be done. The cost of good tree 
care is not cheap. Most arborists have a heavy investment in 
equipment, labor, safety training and insurance; a bid for a job 
has to reflect many of those costs. 
 

8) Before the work starts, obtain some type of written contract 
that specifies what will be done, how it will be accomplished, 
the costs, and the start and completion dates for the job. 

9) Don't pay for the job until everything agreed upon is 
completed. 

10) Finally, arborists will be very busy for weeks and possibly 
months helping concerned clients following a major storm, so 
be patient and prepared to wait to get your needed work 
completed. In most cases, tree services will try to get to you 
immediately if your tree is a danger to people or surrounding 
structures. 

For more information on taking care of your damaged tree or 
trees, contact your local Iowa State University Extension office. 

 

 

At the Woodpile 
 

 
 

CREATING CHANGE--UPDATE 
 

What a difference a year can make! 
 

Last October I reported on a pond we had 

constructed in one of our Meyer Farms woodlots. 

This was built in an area that was decimated by the 

7/11/2011 windstorm that wreaked havoc in this 

area. I had cleaned up the mad tangle of downed 

trees that cluttered the site and seen it was an 

excellent location for a pond. NRCS officials told 

me it would take 3 years for the 2 ½ acre pond to 

fill.  
 

 
Construction begins—Sept. 1, 2013 

 

Ten months later the pond is full. I had the pond 

stocked in April and already have catfish nearing a 

foot in length and hybrid bluegills at least half that 

length. My dad built me four Wood Duck nest 

boxes and we’ve already had two hatches of 

ducklings. Bull frogs are already croaking and the 

blue gills we self-stocked it with last fall have 

already spawned. Deeply nestled in the woods, with 

very little runoff from crop fields, the water is clean 

with visibility down to four feet. The surrounding 

trees cast enough shade that algae growth at this 

stage appears to be minimal at most. The pond is 

down and out of the wind enough that it seems no 

matter how hard it is blowing the surface is always 

like glass. 
 

We’ve rip-rapped the dam with old silo staves and 

installed an aeration system. 
 

 
Meyer Pond—July 2014 

 

With a little bit of help mother nature has repaired 

herself well. 

 

We are looking forward to many enjoyable hours on 

Meyer Pond. 

 

Editor Steve Meyer 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=axe+clip+art+free&start=114&sa=X&biw=1152&bih=704&tbm=isch&tbnid=3ex6zQitMluc1M:&imgrefurl=http://etc.usf.edu/clipart/28300/28320/axe_28320.htm&docid=lU-kDGYMSHUeOM&imgurl=http://etc.usf.edu/clipart/28300/28320/axe_28320_lg.gif&w=1024&h=258&ei=5wnJUaj9Jsyv0AHcs4CgBQ&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:18,s:100,i:58&iact=rc&page=6&tbnh=76&tbnw=302&ndsp=27&tx=144&ty=42
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NEWSLETTER CONTENT—

STORIES NEEDED! 
 
Please send me your stories, story ideas, events of 

interest and any photos you feel should be included in 
Timber Talk.  My e-mail is gfdchief@netins.net.  My 
mailing address is Steve Meyer, PO Box 247, Garrison, 
IA  52229. My phone numbers are 319-477-5041 (office) 
and 319-640-8735 (cell). 

An area of particular current interest for me is uses 
of native wood or natural woodland products that are 
out of the mainstream. I you have developed or know of 
a unique niche market for woodland or other natural 
products I’d like to hear from you.  I may even travel to 
you and do a full feature story on your products! 

I also enjoy doing human interest stories. Perhaps 
you know of someone (and there are a lot of these 
unsung heroes out there) that has conducted some 
exemplary woodland management practices. Just give 
me their contact information and I’ll interview them for 
a story. 

 
 
 

 
 

TIMBER TALK CLASSIFIEDS 
 

TIMBER MANAGEMENT, LLC 

MIKE HAMILTON , OWNER 

385 NORTHHAVEN DRIVE, ROBINS IA 52328 

SUPPLIER OF TREE AND SHRUB SEED 

TREE PRO VENTILATED  TREE SHELTERS 

AND STAKES 

Email : timbermgmt@yahoo.com 

Phone: (319)-573-0615 

 

Advertise In Timber Talk! 
 

Place a business-card size ad (3 ½ x2 inches) in Timber 
Talk for $25 per issue. It can be as easy as scanning in 

your business card and e-mailing the image in! Or, if all 

you want in the ad is text, please detail what text you 

want and the Timber Talk editor will typeset it for you.  

 

Please send your ad image or your text via e-mail in a 

Microsoft Word Document or as a PDF to Timber Talk 

editor, Steve Meyer at gfdchief@netins.net. 

PLEASE put in your subject line “TIMBER TALK 

AD.” 

 

Your ad will not be printed until payment is received. 

 

Make your check out to the IWOA and send to 

Steve Meyer, PO Box 247, Garrison, IA  52229 

 

 

mailto:gfdchief@netins.net
mailto:timbermgmt@yahoo.com
mailto:gfdchief@netins.net
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://24.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_mcrv6vNv6W1qit2sxo1_r2_1280.png&imgrefurl=http://signifikat.tumblr.com/post/34713991917&h=444&w=1280&sz=26&tbnid=mNWGXuHrFRHrcM:&tbnh=42&tbnw=120&prev=/search?q=tree+branch+clip+art+free&tbm=isch&tbo=u&zoom=1&q=tree+branch+clip+art+free&usg=__VeiSUfaySN9RZnl2p7hCzyyEhcQ=&docid=C5PoIEywo_gN-M&sa=X&ei=7P3IUbD9AeXW0gHY-4H4Aw&ved=0CDIQ9QEwAg&dur=46
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=acorn+clip+art+free&sa=X&biw=1152&bih=704&tbm=isch&tbnid=DuVjm_BjUbzNoM:&imgrefurl=http://www.freepik.com/free-vector/acorn-and-leaf-clip-art_378803.htm&docid=NCv2LEQBqoctgM&imgurl=http://static.freepik.com/free-photo/acorn-and-leaf-clip-art_437002.jpg&w=626&h=238&ei=rGvJUbbcLtKC0QHsj4G4Bw&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:88,s:0,i:360&iact=rc&page=4&tbnh=127&tbnw=334&start=66&ndsp=23&tx=172&ty=76
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TimberTalk  

Timber Talk 
Allen Wagner 
914 Elbow Creek Rd. 
Springville, IA   52336 
IWOA Website: www.iowawoodlandowners.org 
 
June 2014 Issue 
Timber Talk is a newsletter published  
4 times per year that serves members 
Of the Iowa Woodland Owners Association and the  
Iowa Tree Farmer’s Association. 

Become a Member of IWOA 
We invite you (or someone you might know) to 

become a member of the Iowa Woodland Owners 
Association 

__Member $20—woodland owner, voting 
__Associate Member $20—non-woodland owner, non-voting 
__Contributing Member $50—woodland owner, voting 
__Contributing Associate Member $50—non-woodland 
owner, non-voting 

 
Name_______________________________________ 

 
Address_____________________________________ 

 
City_________________________________________ 

 
State__________________ Zip___________________ 

 
Phone________________________________________ 

 
E-mail_______________________________________ 

 
Number of forest acres you own_________________ 

 
County acres located____________________________ 

 
Mail this completed form and check to: 

Cathy Wilkie 
IWOA Membership Secretary 

204 Park Rd. 

Iowa City, IA 52246 

 

Dear Iowa Tree Farm Members, 

 

If your mailing label on this newsletter reads “ITF” 

after your name, you receive our newsletter via 

Iowa Woodland Owner’s Association joint 

newsletter mailing effort with the Iowa Tree Farm 

Members.  

 

If you are an ITF member, and would rather 

receive your copy of Timber Talk via e-mail rather 

than receive a paper copy in the mail, please e-mail 

Cathy Wilkie, IWOA Membership Secretary at 

cat_wilkie@yahoo.com, and put “ITF MEMBER 

REQUESTING ELECTRONIC COPY” in the 

subject line of your e-mail. Include your current 

mailing address in the body of the e-mail so I make 

sure I get the right person signed up for the 

electronic mailing.  

 

We appreciate the Iowa Tree Farm folks taking the 

time to read Timber Talk, and we would also like 

to ask you to consider becoming more involved in 

IWOA by becoming a full-fledged IWOA member. 

 

If you’d like to join, please fill out the form on the 

right, and send in with your dues payment. 
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