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IWOA SPRING FIELD DAY REVIEW 
Submitted by Paul Millice, IWOA Secretary 

 

David Grossman graciously hosted the IWOA Spring 
field day at his farm on Saturday April 27th. 
 

 

David Gossman 
 

We were also joined by the Iowa Native Plant Society.  
This was a super day, we walked a number of south 
facing slopes looking for and discovering an abundance 
of wild flowers.  It was a special day having all of these 
plant experts along to help point out all of this beauty. 
 

As mentioned this was a walking tour and we were able 
to get up close to the spectacular bluffs, caves and 
algific talus slopes. 
 

Dave and his wife purchased the first 300 acres in 1994 
and the second 300 acres in 1995; it appears as though 
they have been busily planting and improving ever 
since. 
 

David shared that they have probably 30+ deer hunters 
in who take 30-40 deer each year off of the farm, and 
because of this he no longer has a browse line in the 
timber. 
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Over lunch David shared details of his wood salvage 
business.  He normally sells between 3,000 and 5,000 
board feet of lumber each year. His business name is 
TreeFarmProducts.com – note lack of spaces. This is 
both the website and actual business name. He markets 
specialty woods on ebay. 
 

For tree planting David utilizes rooted seedling plugs.  
They use a dowel or rounded tool handle to poke a hole 
in the ground and then dips the rooted plug in a wetting 
agent and then drops it in the hole and firms the ground 
up around the base of the seedling.  He gets his seedling 
plugs from a supplier in Minnesota. His planting process 
involves placing flags and spraying prior to planting.  
One aspect of this planting process that I thought was 
quite unique is that, after flagging and spraying he then 
gets his deer hunters to do the actual planting! 
 

David utilizes (and sells) the yellow mesh tubes on all 
small seedlings that are vulnerable to deer and rabbits.  
As the trees grow out of the tubes he puts cages around 
the most vulnerable ones, especially white pine. 
 

Thank You David Gossman for hosting this field day and 
being such a gracious host! 

Timber Talk
       

Newsletter of the Iowa Woodland Owners Association 
June 2013   Editor: Steve Meyer 



2 

 

LEGISLATIVE REPORT 
 

Trees Forever Day at the Legislature 
 

 
 
On April 3, Trees Forever Day, at the Iowa State Capitol 
Building this spring, Jim Obradovich briefed members of 
the Coalition for Iowa’s Woodlands & Trees before they 
spent the day meeting with legislators on a one-to-one 
basis about protecting the health of one of the state’s 
most important natural resources. The Coalition was 
formed three years ago to give woodland interests a 
more unified voice in speaking up for trees. Seventeen 
organizations joined forces in the Coalition, including 
the Iowa Woodland Owners Association, Trees Forever, 
Iowa Nut Growers, and the Iowa Nursery and Landscape 
Association. They hired Obradovich as a professional 
lobbyist.  
 
In this year’s legislative session the Coalition fought for 
the bill that prohibits the sale or distribution of oriental 
bittersweet, Japanese knotweed and Japanese hop. It 
sailed through both chambers and at this writing was on 
the governor’s desk awaiting his signature. The 
Coalition also urged more money be included in the 
Department of Natural Resources budget to fight 
threats to forest health such as the emerald ash borer, 
thousand cancers disease, and bur oak blight. 

 

Legislative Successes In 2013 
 

Thanks to each and every one of you for the phone 
calls, visits and letters to your Iowa Senators and House 
members. We did receive an increase from $100,000 for 
forest health to $200,000, approved by both the house 
and senate. This was part of last minute discussions, 
and we truly believe that our voices were heard! A big 
thank you to those elected leaders who negotiated the 
agriculture and natural resources appropriations 
agreement. We also have the same level of funding for 

the 2014 fiscal year and a commitment for $200,000 
again in 2015 awaits approval by Governor Branstad. 
 

The second success was expanding the invasive species 
list. This was the first major expansion of the plant 
invasive species list in Iowa in more than a decade, and 
was passed by the Iowa Legislature and signed into law 
by Governor Terry Branstad. SF 317 prohibits the 
importation, sale, offer for sale, or distribution of 
oriental bittersweet, Japanese knotweed, Japanese hop 
and garlic mustard, or their seed in Iowa. 
 

Our advocacy consultant, Jim Obradovich, provided this 
explanation in hopes of clarifying one of the woodland 
management tax issues: 
 

The Iowa Senate and House provided some clarity to 
the developing woodlands and forest management tax 
question. Included deep in Senate File 452, a “catch-all 
bill,” is a provision that adds “silvicultural activities” to 
the list of agricultural production activities exempt from 
the sales and use tax. As most Coalition members know, 
silviculture is the science of controlling the 
establishment, growth, composition, health and quality 
of forests and woodlands on a sustainable basis. 
 

The move to change or do away with the forest reserve 
law did not make it out of a study committee. This is 
obviously positive news to Coalition members who fully 
understand the value of having a solid tax incentive to 
maintain forests for the many benefits they provide, 
especially with very high corn prices. The piles, or as 
some have referred to them, the “mountains” of trees 
piled up across the Midwest are testament to the 
immense amount of clearing that has taken place over 
the past few years even with the forest reserve law in 
place. 
 

Thanks again to our supportive Senators and House 
Representatives who went to bat for trees and 
woodlands! Thanks also to Governor Branstad for his 
continued support!! We appreciate your efforts. Thanks 
to our lobbyist, Jim Obradovich, and to all funding 
partners and members for making this a successful year 
for Coalition goals. Of course we will begin working 
towards a more comprehensive and larger funding 
package for the 2014 legislative session. 
 
Shannon Ramsay 
Coalition Co-Chair, President & CEO Trees Forever 
Dave Bartemes 
Coalition Co-Chair, President, Iowa Woodland Owners 
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******SAVE THE DATE****** 
 

IWOA Annual Meeting 
Saturday, September 7, 2013 

 

Tom Brady is hosting the IWOA Annual Meeting 

this fall at the Toad Valley Golf Course located at 

237 NE 80
th

 Street, Pleasantville, Iowa  (website: 

wwwtoadvalley.com) on Saturday, Sept. 7, 2013. 

Details of the meeting are still to be worked out but 

Tom says he has everything needed at the site: 

Food, a place to meet, and transportation (golf 

carts).   Tom says he has 200 kinds of trees and 

shrubs, but it’s not all “weird” stuff—he does have 

Oak, Hickory, and Walnut, too.  Iowa is playing 

SW Missouri State and IA State is not home on that 

date. 

 
 

Safety Corner 
 
It’s been traditional that Larry Wiley writes this column, 
but for this issue your editor is going to take some 
liberties on something that’s one of my pet peeves.  It’s 
how we protect our heads when we’re running my 
favorite power toll—the chainsaw. 
 
An experience a couple years ago when I was cleaning 
up storm damaged trees in one of my timbers with my 
track loader made me take a look at some things 
differently. I had finished cutting up some brush and 
was grappling it into a pile and had set my chainsaw 
safety helmet (made by one of our leading chainsaw 
manufacturers) atop a stump.  While moving logs with 
the loader I miss judged the distance between the 
helmet and the log when I turned a corner and clipped 
the helmet. It shattered. No head that would have been 
inside that helmet would have survived. 
 
I’m not getting down on the manufacturers, but all of 
the chain saw safety helmets I have seen are a thin 
plastic shell with a head harness. They are far better 
than nothing, but not able to withstand the worst of 
blows. 
 
After that incident, I realized there is another helmet 
I’m very accustomed to that will do a far better job—a 
fire helmet. Not the traditional wide brimmed fire 

helmet, but the more recent helmet design with the 
narrower brim. These helmets have a composite 
exterior shell ¼ inch thick with another interior liner 
that is ½ inch thick plus a harness and a face shield 
that’s something more than a screen.  Next to NASCAR 
and the NFL there is probably no entity that has 
invested as much in protecting the head of the wearer 
than the fire service. I’ve seen contemporary fire 
helmets get run over by a fire truck and struck by an axe 
dropped from 20 feet. On both occasions the helmet 
suffered some damage, but not bad enough to that the 
wearer was in danger. 
 
After my incident I fetched a retired helmet from the 
rack in the Garrison Fire Station and I’ve worn it ever 
since when I’m in the woods.  When I spread the word 
about my experience to constituents of mine who do a 
lot of chainsaw work they all asked me how they could 
get a helmet also. So now a good number of our old 
helmets are on the heads of local lumberjacks.   
 
If this safety issue captures your attention, I suggest you 
check with your local fire department and see if they’ve 
got any old helmets collecting dust that they would part 
with.  A small donation and signing a waiver of liability 
might be all they’d need and your set. Many 
departments have old helmets on inventory because 
the regulations state they must be replaced every ten 
years. Another source is e-bay.  Most of the fire or 
rescue helmets available there are collector helmets but 
I did just check and saw some helmets that would make 
excellent helmets for chainsaw work for $20 to $120. 
 
My advice on what to get: don’t get anything over 25 
years old. A lot of those older helmets don’t have the 
safety features that technology has brought us with the 
newer helmets.  
 
The only disadvantage of these helmets is they are 
heavier, but like anything else, wear it a while and 
pretty soon you’re used to it. It also makes for great 
conversation when someone encounters you in the 
woods and sees you wearing a helmet with a shield on 
it that says Vigilant Hose Company No 1. 
 
Editor Steve Meyer 
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Non-Native Tree of the Quarter 
Horsechestnut Aescucus hippocastanum 

 

Horsechestnuts are the European version of a Buckeye.  
There are various theories as to the name.  I do know 
that the species name hippocastanum literally means 
“horsechestnut”.  (Hippopotamus means waterhorse). 
 
I have seven kinds of Buckeyes.  (Go ahead and admit 
that you didn’t know there were seven kinds.)  One is a 
shrub and two are hybrids.  I originally intended to 
make one of the hybrids the subject of this article, but 
there is little reference material available so the best 
way to describe a hybrid is to compare it to its parents.  
I wrote about one of the parents, Yellow Buckeye, in 
June of 2003 (you remember, right?), but I haven’t 
written about its other parent, Red Buckeye.  I’ll write 
about that tree when mine grow a little more. 
 

Horsechestnut leaves are opposite and compound.  Like 
all Buckeyes, the leaflets are palmately attached.  This 
literally means the leaflets are attached like the fingers 
on a hand.  It would be a strange looking hand, 
however, since all the leaflets radiate from a central 

point at the tip of the leaf stem  (called a petiole) which 
is 3 – 5” long.  Each leaflet is 4 – 10” long.  There are 7 
leaflets.  All other Buckeyes have 5.  There are 
exceptions so look at more than one leaf.  Like most 
Buckeyes, they leaf out early.  They start out pale green, 
but end up dark green and slightly lighter underneath.  
The fall color is not much compared to our native Ohio 
Buckeye.  A drab yellow brown is about all you can hope 
for. 
 
The terminal winter buds are much larger than the side 
buds and are covered with a sticky gum.  This, plus the 7 
leaflets, are defining characteristics of this tree. 
 
The rate of growth is slow to medium, but they can 
grow to 100’ in time.  The bark is similar to Ohio 
Buckeye, corky grey/brown. 
 
The flowers are white and are born in a terminal spike 5 
– 12” long.  The flowers later get a bloch of color at the 
base which is yellow to reddish. The fruit is similar to 
Ohio Buckeye.  One or two round seeds are held in a 
spiny, light brown capsule that matures in September to 
October.  In Europe they call them conkers and children 
play a game by the same name.  I don’t know the rules, 
but something comes to mind. 
 
I’ve loved Buckeyes ever since I was a boy.  They’re 
good luck, you know?  I wasn’t satisfied just to have 
Ohio Buckeyes though.  I spotted Horsechestnuts at Jim 
Murphy’s Christmas Tree Farm.  I’m his neighbor ( a 
country neighbor a couple of miles away ), friend, and 
fellow IWOA member.  He said I could have some seeds 
if I didn’t take them all since he hosted field trips and 
other kids beside me loved them.  I planted a couple 
dozen seeds in the fall of 1997 and was rewarded with 
14 trees the following spring.  Some of these trees are 
approaching 20’ tall and most are producing seed.  
These trees are particularly striking when they first leaf 
out (usually in March) and when they flower. 
 

Tom Brady 
IWOA Member 
 

 

http://us.mc396.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=wagneraj@netins.net
http://us.mc396.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=chucksemler@gmail.com
mailto:pmillice@aol.com
http://us.mc396.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=alrathje@mchsi.com
mailto:bellbookandcandle@mchsi.com
mailto:bandbj@dunkerton.net
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&source=images&cd=&docid=8kV_tb4Lzvn8AM&tbnid=pKZXBjzvY6Kt7M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.clker.com/clipart-forest.html&ei=lm3JUe2_KYXGqgG6vYHwDQ&bvm=bv.48293060,d.aWM&psig=AFQjCNGcbqfVjFYwvUbd2AuXkmmz8zSCnQ&ust=1372241605355877
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2013 Iowa Tree Farmer of the Year 
Submitted by Larry Wiley 

 

Marshall County tree Farmer Greg Twedt has been 
named 2013 Iowa Outstanding Tree Farmer of the Year 
by the Iowa Tree Farm Committee.  Greg manages 
Timberland Partnership, Inc. which includes the 460 
acre certified tree farm.  This farm has been in his family 
since homesteaded in 1855 and received its first written 
management plan in 1974. 
 

Greg leads the efforts with other family members in 
performing the work on the tree farm which includes 
TSI, firewood cutting, trail maintenance, woodland 
burns, tree planting and maple syrup production.  A 
number of timber harvests have occurred since i974.  
Records indicate that 680 thousand board feet of logs 
have been harvested along with much firewood. 
 
Reforestation has been accomplished by a number of 
methods including seedling planting, seed and 
scarification, and natural regeneration.  In addition, six 
acres of pasture has been planted to woodlands.  
Thousands of shrubs have been planted along the 
power line right of way for wildlife diversity. 
 
Greg has put forth considerable effort to protect the 
woodland from invasive species including multiflora 
rose and honeysuckle.  Oak wilt outbreaks and natural 
disasters have been treated by harvesting and 
regeneration efforts.  Deer herd management is 
controlled through hunting activities directed at 
harvesting does.  Erosion is controlled by using 
waterbars in sloping areas to slow runoff.  
 
Records indicate that TSI activities have occurred on 
over 300 acres, beginning in 1984.  This includes killing 
weed species, crown release, and prescribed burning.   

In addition to the woodland activities Greg has 
established a native prairie on twenty acres of old 
pasture.  The power line right of way has been seeded 
to native prairie.  Three frog ponds have been 
constructed to provide ephemeral wetlands for wildlife.  
A stream habitat project was carried out in 2012 to 
improve conditions for coldwater fish species.  Greg has 
hosted numerous forestry field days, training secession, 
extension courses, and provided visitors and 
conservationists an opportunity to learn and become 
enthused about practicing sustainable forestry.  Greg 
completed the Master Woodland Managers course in 
i995. 
 

Greg and other family members of Timberland 
Partnership are devoted to caring for the land and are 
serious about improving and preserving the landscape.  
 

A Forestry Field day to honor Greg and the family is 
scheduled for October 8, 2013.   Watch for details as 
they become available. 
 

Congratulations to Greg and family! 
 
 
 
 

Know someone who you think 
would be interested in the Iowa 

Woodland Owners Association and 
the networking opportunities that 

come with membership? Direct 
them to our website at 

www.iowawoodlandowners.org 
and have them click on the 

Membership Link. Better yet, buy 

them a one-year gift membership! 

 
 

 
 

http://www.iowawoodlandowners.org/
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=tree+branch+clip+art+free&start=471&sa=X&biw=1152&bih=704&tbm=isch&tbnid=wFUHDKmVfi8R4M:&imgrefurl=http://etc.usf.edu/clipart/81200/81231/81231_swampspanish.htm&docid=dmlgf-VFbi-cfM&imgurl=http://etc.usf.edu/clipart/81200/81231/81231_swampspanish_lg.gif&w=1024&h=557&ei=xP7IUYrHFOnK0AH-w4CgCA&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:78,s:400,i:238&iact=rc&page=23&tbnh=165&tbnw=305&ndsp=23&tx=114&ty=94


6 

 

Backyard Forest Field Day 
 

Saturday, July 13, 2013 • 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
Prairiewoods Franciscan Spirituality Center 
120 E Boyson Rd, Hiawatha, IA 52233 
 
You may call your backyard forest your “grove” or your 
“woodland,” or it just may be those trees that shelter 
your house, but if you are concerned about the quality 
of your forest and want to learn how you can maximize 
the benefits your forest provides, please join us July 13. 
The Iowa Department of Natural Resources and Trees 
Forever invite landowners who own woodlands smaller 
than 15 acres for a day of learning from local specialists. 
Speakers will lead small groups in rotating workshops 
through a variety of topics on how to best care for our 
backyard forests. 
 

Topics include: 

 Tree & Shrub Identification 

 Non-native Invasive Species ID & Management 

 Forest Stand Improvement 

 Prairies & Savannas: Identification & 
Management 

 Tree and Forest Health 
 

Admission is free, but early registration is appreciated. 
Refreshments will be provided. Please register at 
treesforever.org/events or by contacting Becky Smith at 
bsmith@treesforever.org or calling 319.373.0650 ext 
112 by July 10, 2013. 
 

This is an outdoor event, held rain or shine - be sure to 
dress for being outside in the forest. If thunderstorms 
or severe weather takes place, speakers will present 
indoors. 
 

For more information please visit: 
www.treesforever.org 
 

Funding for this field day is made available by the Iowa 
DNR through a grant with the US Forest Service. 

 

 

Portable Sawmill On a Tree Farm 
By David Boyt, Missouri Tree Farmer 

 

Note: This article was originally published in Green Horizons, the University of 
Missouri forestry extension newsletter. There is no copyright so it is printed 
here with the permission of the author.  
 

Tree farming has been such a large part of my life for 
the last 30 years that sometimes I forget not everyone 
understands what it is and what it involves. If you tell 
someone you’re a soybean or corn farmer, they nod 
respectfully. Tell them you’re into beef cattle, and you’ll 
likely find yourself in a lively discussion regarding the 
merits of one breed or another—or at least a debate as 
to whether Ford or Chevy builds better trucks. But when 
I tell someone I’m a tree farmer, I usually get a blank 
look and a comment to the effect “THAT’s got to be the 
easiest job in the world.” I might as well tell them that I 
work for the highway department watching center 
stripe paint dry! 
 

While it is true that you won’t find me out in a blizzard 
trying to deliver hay to a snowbound herd of cows, or 
desperately working to get a field of hay baled and in 
the barn before a thunderstorm rolls through, I don’t 
spend much time with my feet propped up reading 
magazines, either. Tree farming can be as intensive or 
as hands-off as an individual chooses. With a full-time 
job, I am less involved than I’d like, but I do manage to 
do some planting, pruning, thinning, and even some 
salvage harvests. One of my more pleasant and 
productive tasks is running a small sawmill. 
 

The idea of selling hardwood logs for $0.18 per board 
foot on the stump, then paying $0.70 per board foot for 
pine 2x10 at a big box store never did appeal to me. 
Likewise, I don’t like the idea of leaving usable logs in 
the woods or cutting them up for firewood because 
they are an undesirable species, too widely scattered, 
or otherwise of no value to timber harvesters. With my 
sawmill, any log that I can bring in from the woods goes 
for its best use, depending on size, species and defects. 
For example, our 16-foot flatbed trailer gets a lot of 
hard use. Pine boards from the lumber yard just don’t 
stand up, and they’re a little thinner than I’d like. With 
the sawmill, I was able to cull out some post oak trees, 
mill the logs to lumber exactly 1-7/8” thick, and install 
trailer flooring that will probably outlast me! 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=tree+branch+clip+art+free&start=205&sa=X&biw=1152&bih=704&tbm=isch&tbnid=1JQzOFLXnzsrQM:&imgrefurl=http://vector.me/browse/169687/elderberry_clip_art&docid=wllN9XHmY_ecvM&imgurl=http://vector.me/files/images/1/6/169687/elderberry_clip_art.jpg&w=425&h=250&ei=YP7IUd3QE--K0QGSj4HYDg&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:12,s:200,i:40&iact=rc&page=11&tbnh=172&tbnw=293&ndsp=21&tx=122&ty=91


7 

 

 
 

Unlike the older circle mills most people are familiar 
with, small band saw mills move the blade on a track 
through the log. The blade is well guarded, the engines 
range from16 to 25 horsepower, and one or two people 
can easily operate them. Over the past dozen years, I 
have owned a chain saw mill and several band saw 
mills. Presently, I operate a Norwood MX34™ band saw 
mill. This is a manual sawmill. All the engine does is 
power the blade.  Log handling (loading logs on the mill 
bed, turning the logs, clamping) and pushing the blade 
through the wood are all done with muscle power. With 
the help of a hand winch, a good cant hook, and a little 
practice, it is much easier than you might think. The 23-
horsepower Briggs & Stratton™ engine automatically 
throttles down and the blade brake engages when not 
cutting wood. Besides the safety factor, this feature 
helps bring fuel consumption down to around five 
gallons for a good day’s work. By a good day’s work, I 
mean about a 1,200 board feet, if the logs are all 
arranged and ready to go. If I decide to go portable with 
the mill, I can add a trailer package which lets me tow 
the 1,800-pound machine behind my truck. Norwood 
also offers track extensions for cutting long timbers. 
 

Let’s do a little math to see how running a small mill 
comes out. Assuming you already have the other 
equipment you need, I’ll base the figures on cost per 
thousand board feet: 
 
 Labor: 8 hrs @ $25/hr               $200.00 
 Logs1                  $180.00 
 Harvest/transport                 $50.00 
 Fuel: 4.5 gallons @ $3.50 per gallon $15.75 
 2 blades resharpened @ $8.00 ea. $16.00 
 .5 blade replaced2: @$30.00 ea.  $15.00 
 Maintenance                   $2.00 
 Repairs       $5.00 
 Amortization      $1.70 
 Taxes/insurance     $2.00 
    Total             $487.45 
 

1 Assuming logs could have been sold on the 
stump. 
 

2 Blades can be re-sharpened three or four times 
before they need to be replaced. 
 
3 Assuming an initial investment of $8,500 
amortized over five years and a production rate of 
100,000 board feet per year 
 
In other words, the cost comes to less than fifty cents 
per board foot. Compared to that 2 x 10 from the 
lumber yard, sawing the lumber would generate a net 
profit of $.20 per board foot, or $240 per day.   
 
What if the logs were free? What if you set your best 
lumber aside to sell for $1.40 per board foot? What if 
you’re selling cherry or walnut for $2.20 per board foot? 
What if you kiln dry and plane the lumber to double its 
value? What starts out as a practical way to cut lumber 
for my own projects has become a part-time business. 
Local farmers have hired me to mill lumber for barn 
siding, chicken coops, and fencing. Other jobs include 
cutting “urban logs” from yard trees that have died or 
blown down. Some of these trees had sentimental value 
to the owners, and they just wanted to make some 
furniture from them.  To be realistic, this assumes that 
you can sell all the lumber you cut for the same price as 
the lumber yard.  The potential will only be realized if 
hard work is combined with good business sense—
including marketing.  While I believe that my mill was a 
very good investment for me, it is worthwhile to get 
other opinions.  A couple of good web forums are 
woodweb.com and forestryforum.com.  Foresters, 
sawyers, and woodworkers from around the world 
participate to ask questions and offer their opinions.  If 
you see any posts from “Post Oakie”, you’ve found me! 
 
Like a number of tree farmers who thought they’d sell 
their mill when they finished their house or barn, I did 
sell my first mill—to get a bigger one. Once I got 
started, I just didn’t want to give it up. I call it “getting 
sawdust in your veins.” 
 
Author’s bio:  Dave Boyt has a degree in Forest 
Management from the University of Missouri.  He is 
Managing Editor for Sawmill & Woodlot Management 
magazine, and manages a family tree farm in southwest 
Missouri.  He is employed by Norwood as a writer, and 
operates his sawmill for fun and profit in his spare time. 
Dave can be reached at 417-455-2698. 
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Timber Markets 
From Steve Hamilton 

Forestry Consulting Services, LLC 
 
Since January, timber markets have seen significant to 
moderate gains for most species.  What is driving this 
upswing?  Several reasons; when the economy 
collapsed in late 2008, vast inventories were built up by 
the industry.  These inventories are now depleted and 
manufacturers are in the market for “fresh” lumber.  
Secondly, the domestic housing market has improved.  
It is predicted that 1.4 million homes will be constructed 
in 2014.  New homes use thousands of feet of 
hardwood lumber (trim, windows, flooring, cabinets, 
etc.).  Thirdly, the export market has remained relatively 
strong.  Finally, most sawmills are short on logs.  
Production (logging) has been curtailed by crop 
restrictions, the excessively wet spring and many of the 
river bottoms (Iowa, Cedar, Mississippi, etc.) have been 
or still are experiencing flooding.  Log buyers are putting 
a premium on sales that can be cut immediately.   
 
Silver maple is in very short supply and demand is high. 
Consequently, it is a great time to sell.  Average silver 
maple sales should get .40/board foot.  Walnut and 
white oak remain strong.  Basswood is low (because of 
staining this time of year) but markets should improve 
next winter.  Cherry is weak.  All grades of red oak are 
being sold at improved prices.  White ash and hickory 
are as good as they ever have been.  Do not overlook 
black locust and hackberry; certain mills have excellent 
orders for these species. 
 
On another note, there is a bumper acorn crop 
developing (all species) throughout the state. This 
September would be a great time to naturally 
regenerate your future timber harvest site.   
 
Steve Hamilton is a consulting forester with a degree in 
Fisheries and Wildlife Biology from ISU. He can be reached at 
319-551-2775 or e-mail bhamilton@netins.net. 

 

 

 
 

 

Free Publication 
Service Forester's Handbook 

 

 
 
The Service Forester's Handbook is extremely useful to 
foresters and forest landowners and it is available for 
free. The book comes as a vinyl ring-bound notebook 
and was published in cooperation with southern state 
foresters as a guide for calculating conversion factors 
for length, area and volume, area of circles and 
surveying corrections, metric equivalents, trees per acre 
by spacing and specific gravity by species. It also 
includes tree planting guides, thinning guides, stocking 
charts, soil and erosion data and much more. You can 
obtain the book from the USDA Forest Service, P.O. Box 
96090, Washington D.C. 20090-6090 (202) 205-1657. 
Or, you can download a copy of the book from the 
website: 
http://forestry.about.com/gi/o.htm?zi=1/XJ&zTi=1&sdn
=forestry&cdn=education&tm=176&gps=28_8_1152_70
4&f=00&su=p284.13.342.ip_&tt=3&bt=3&bts=6&zu=htt
p%3A//www.iowadnr.gov/portals/idnr/uploads/forestr
y/forester_handbook.pdf 

 

 
 

Free--Basic Small Forest Inventory & 
Digital Mapping Beginner’s Guide 

 

Dear Iowa Woodland Owners Association: 
 

I'm writing to you to let you know about a free resource 
you can share and/or use as the basis of trainings with 
your small forestland owner members. It's completely 
free and has no advertising and you may divide it up 
and reproduce it as you like. It's called Inventory and 
Mapping: A Beginner’s Guide to Basic Inventory and 

http://forestry.about.com/gi/o.htm?zi=1/XJ&zTi=1&sdn=forestry&cdn=education&tm=176&gps=28_8_1152_704&f=00&su=p284.13.342.ip_&tt=3&bt=3&bts=6&zu=http%3A//www.iowadnr.gov/portals/idnr/uploads/forestry/forester_handbook.pdf
http://forestry.about.com/gi/o.htm?zi=1/XJ&zTi=1&sdn=forestry&cdn=education&tm=176&gps=28_8_1152_704&f=00&su=p284.13.342.ip_&tt=3&bt=3&bts=6&zu=http%3A//www.iowadnr.gov/portals/idnr/uploads/forestry/forester_handbook.pdf
http://forestry.about.com/gi/o.htm?zi=1/XJ&zTi=1&sdn=forestry&cdn=education&tm=176&gps=28_8_1152_704&f=00&su=p284.13.342.ip_&tt=3&bt=3&bts=6&zu=http%3A//www.iowadnr.gov/portals/idnr/uploads/forestry/forester_handbook.pdf
http://forestry.about.com/gi/o.htm?zi=1/XJ&zTi=1&sdn=forestry&cdn=education&tm=176&gps=28_8_1152_704&f=00&su=p284.13.342.ip_&tt=3&bt=3&bts=6&zu=http%3A//www.iowadnr.gov/portals/idnr/uploads/forestry/forester_handbook.pdf
http://forestry.about.com/gi/o.htm?zi=1/XJ&zTi=1&sdn=forestry&cdn=education&tm=176&gps=28_8_1152_704&f=00&su=p284.13.342.ip_&tt=3&bt=3&bts=6&zu=http%3A//www.iowadnr.gov/portals/idnr/uploads/forestry/forester_handbook.pdf
http://0.tqn.com/d/forestry/1/0/r/2/sfh.jpg
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://24.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_mcrv6vNv6W1qit2sxo1_r2_1280.png&imgrefurl=http://signifikat.tumblr.com/post/34713991917&h=444&w=1280&sz=26&tbnid=mNWGXuHrFRHrcM:&tbnh=42&tbnw=120&prev=/search?q=tree+branch+clip+art+free&tbm=isch&tbo=u&zoom=1&q=tree+branch+clip+art+free&usg=__VeiSUfaySN9RZnl2p7hCzyyEhcQ=&docid=C5PoIEywo_gN-M&sa=X&ei=7P3IUbD9AeXW0gHY-4H4Aw&ved=0CDIQ9QEwAg&dur=46


9 

 

Digital Mapping of Nontimber Forest Products on Small 
Private Forestlands. 
 

Although geared to small landowners and nontimber 
forest products, this simple, short, self-guided 4-hour 
exercise will help anyone with rudimentary computer 
skills to get started doing their own inventorying and 
digital mapping of any resources, as well as land-use 
planning through digital mapping. We will attempt to 
get the document updated so please send feedback on 
ways we can improve it. The file is located in the 
publications section of www.ntfpinfo.us or you can click 
the link below to go directly to the .pdf file (about 
2.5mb so give it a minute to load in your browser). You 
can access it indefinitely on the website or you can print 
it (33 pages). 
 

http://www.ntfpinfo.us/docs/ifcae/JonesMcLainButtolp
h2012-BasicNTFPInventoryMappingGuide122012.pdf 
 

The guide was created while I was a senior scientist at 
the Institute for Culture and Ecology in Portland, and 
with funding from the National Institute for Food and 
Agriculture. 
 
Eric T. Jones, Ph.D. 
Principal @ OregonMuse.us 
708 W. 26th Ave 
Eugene, OR 97405. USA 
541-505-1870 
erictjones@oregonmuse.us 
www.oregonmuse.us 
 
Courtesy Faculty 
Associate Professor of Research 
Oregon State University Anthropology 
 

 

Hardwood Tree Improvement and 
Regeneration Center E-newsletter 

Available For Free 
 
The Hardwood Tree Improvement and Regeneration 
Center (HTIRC) is committed to enhancing the 
productivity and quality of Central Hardwood Region 
trees and forests for the economic and environmental 
benefits they provide. Scientists at the HTIRC are using 
conventional tree improvement breeding as well as 
molecular and genetic technologies to improve the 
wood quality, growth characteristics, and insect and 
disease resistance of trees like black walnut, black 

cherry, red and white oaks, butternut and American 
chestnut.  
 

Research in tissue culture, tree nursery practices, tree 
plantation establishment and management, and Central 
Hardwoods silvicultural systems is aimed at increasing 
the regeneration success rate for high quality hardwood 
trees and forests. Some interesting and unusual 
research areas include examining the potential for 
propagating trees with “figured” wood: birds-eye maple 
or curly walnut; and breeding trees that will be an 
economical source of bio-fuels. 
 

Twice per year the HTIRC publishes a free newsletter 
that provides interesting and useful information on 
Central Hardwood trees and forests, as well as sources 
for additional information and assistance. The 
newsletter can be found at the HTIRC visit our web site 
at: http://www.htirc.org 

 

 
At the Woodpile 

 

 
 

A Boring Column 
Steve Meyer, Editor 

 
Something I’d never been able to master until now is 

what we who live by the saw call the Plunge Cut, or 
Bore Cut. Every time I tried it I ended up with my saw 
pinched and stuck and it was no easy task getting it out. 

Search as I might, I couldn’t find any instructions or 
videos on the internet that gave me any help. It wasn’t 
until Larry Wiley Larry Wiley gave me some instructions 
and a diagram that I figured out how to do this right. 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=axe+clip+art+free&start=114&sa=X&biw=1152&bih=704&tbm=isch&tbnid=3ex6zQitMluc1M:&imgrefurl=http://etc.usf.edu/clipart/28300/28320/axe_28320.htm&docid=lU-kDGYMSHUeOM&imgurl=http://etc.usf.edu/clipart/28300/28320/axe_28320_lg.gif&w=1024&h=258&ei=5wnJUaj9Jsyv0AHcs4CgBQ&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:18,s:100,i:58&iact=rc&page=6&tbnh=76&tbnw=302&ndsp=27&tx=144&ty=42
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Realizing that there are probably others suffering the 
same plight as I, or who don’t know what a bore cut is 
and what it’s used for I picked on a storm damaged 
scraggly Basswood tree in one of my woodlots to 
develop my own instructional. Too bad the tree ended 
up being hollow. I wish I had a better tree more readily 
available right now, but most of the trees I would have 
harvested were storm harvested for me on 7-11-2011. 
Using Larry’s instructions between monsoon rains I put 
together the following instructions to a successful bore 
cut: 
 

1. Cut the notch 
 

 
 
2. Bore through the tree stem near the notch.  

Caution, make sure you are leaving enough 
material to establish a good hinge. 

 

 
 
3. Establish the hinge based on the size of the 
tree--the bigger, the tree the wider the hinge.  Also a 
wider hinge may be necessary if the tree is dead and 
decaying.  Make the hinge as even as possible.  This 
controls the direction the tree will fall. 
 
4. Cut back towards the back strap.  Establish the 
back strap.  Again wider for larger trees. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
5. Insert the wedges and pound solid. 
 

 
 
6. Cut the back strap.  Unless the tree is very 
straight and balanced it will fall guided by the notch and 
hinge.  If it does not fall pound the wedges until it does 
fall.  It may require using an additional wedge in the 
center where the back strap was.  Or if it is really 
stubborn it may require doubling up the wedges to get 
the tree to tilt enough to fall. 

 

 
 
There’s a bit of a knack to making this cut. What I 

was doing wrong was I was cutting from the back strap 
towards the hinge and, the person who gave me 
instructions never mentioned using wedges. The big 
advantage to this cut is it minimizes the possibility of 
fracturing or splitting the log when it separates from the 
stump and falls. This is particularly important with saw 
logs. 

 
 

HINGE BACKSTRAP 
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Please send me your stories, story ideas, events of 
interest and any photos you feel should be included in 
Timber Talk.  My e-mail is gfdchief@netins.net.  My 
mailing address is Steve Meyer, PO Box 247, Garrison, 
IA  52229. My phone numbers are 319-477-5041 (office) 
and 319-640-8735 (cell). 

An area of particular current interest for me is uses 
of native wood or natural woodland products that are 
out of the mainstream.  I’ll explain why in a subsequent 
column.  I you have developed or know of a unique 
niche market for woodland or other natural products I’d 
like to hear from you.  I may even travel to you and do a 
full feature story on your products! 

 

 
 

TIMBER TALK CLASSIFIEDS 
 

 

Northeast Iowa Tree Farm FOR SALE 
227 acres timber/98 acres CRP 

Call Barb Smed Realty 563-568-7159 
 

 
 

 

 

Advertise In Timber Talk! 
 

Place a business-card size ad (3 ½ x2 inches) in Timber 
Talk for $25 per issue. It can be as easy as scanning in 

your business card and e-mailing the image in! Or, if all 

you want in the ad is text, please detail what text you 

want and the Timber Talk editor will typeset it for you.  

 

Please send your ad image or your text via e-mail in a 

Microsoft Word Document or as a PDF to Timber Talk 

editor, Steve Meyer at gfdchief@netins.net. 

PLEASE put in your subject line “TIMBER TALK 

AD.” 

 

Your ad will not be printed until payment is received. 

 

Make your check out to the IWOA and send to 

Steve Meyer, PO Box 247, Garrison, IA  52229 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:gfdchief@netins.net
mailto:gfdchief@netins.net
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=acorn+clip+art+free&sa=X&biw=1152&bih=704&tbm=isch&tbnid=DuVjm_BjUbzNoM:&imgrefurl=http://www.freepik.com/free-vector/acorn-and-leaf-clip-art_378803.htm&docid=NCv2LEQBqoctgM&imgurl=http://static.freepik.com/free-photo/acorn-and-leaf-clip-art_437002.jpg&w=626&h=238&ei=rGvJUbbcLtKC0QHsj4G4Bw&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:88,s:0,i:360&iact=rc&page=4&tbnh=127&tbnw=334&start=66&ndsp=23&tx=172&ty=76
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=squirrel+clip+art+free&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=_T_630fIA2JCSM&tbnid=ySsTEBrW7A8t4M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://catclipart.org/monkey-clip-art/&ei=Zm7JUZOPKcS1rQGqt4CwCw&bvm=bv.48293060,d.aWM&psig=AFQjCNHJNj986guOwF6R1e9xaXbNDnCaZw&ust=1372241875819184
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TimberTalk  

Timber Talk 
Allen Wagner 
914 Elbow Creek Rd. 
Springville, IA   52336 
IWOA Website: www.iowawoodlandowners.org 
 
June 2013 Issue 
Timber Talk is a newsletter published  
4 times per year that serves members 
Of the Iowa Woodland Owners Association and the  
Iowa Tree Farmer’s Association. 

Become a Member of IWOA 
We invite you (or someone you might know) to 

become a member of the Iowa Woodland Owners 
Association 

__Member $20—woodland owner, voting 
__Associate Member $20—non-woodland owner, non-voting 
__Contributing Member $50—woodland owner, voting 
__Contributing Associate Member $50—non-woodland 
owner, non-voting 

 
Name_______________________________________ 

 
Address_____________________________________ 

 
City_________________________________________ 

 
State__________________ Zip___________________ 

 
Phone________________________________________ 

 
E-mail_______________________________________ 

 
Number of forest acres you own_________________ 

 
County acres located____________________________ 

 
Mail this completed form and check to: 

Cathy Wilkie 
IWOA Membership Secretary 

204 Park Rd. 

Iowa City, IA 52246 

 

Dear Iowa Tree Farm Members, 

 

If your mailing label on this newsletter reads “ITF” 

after your name, you receive our newsletter via 

Iowa Woodland Owner’s Association joint 

newsletter mailing effort with the Iowa Tree Farm 

Members.  

 

If you are an ITF member, and would rather 

receive your copy of Timber Talk via e-mail rather 

than receive a paper copy in the mail, please e-mail 

Cathy Wilkie, IWOA Membership Secretary at 

cat_wilkie@yahoo.com, and put “ITF MEMBER 

REQUESTING ELECTRONIC COPY” in the 

subject line of your e-mail. Include your current 

mailing address in the body of the e-mail so I make 

sure I get the right person signed up for the 

electronic mailing.  

 

We appreciate the Iowa Tree Farm folks taking the 

time to read Timber Talk, and we would also like 

to ask you to consider becoming more involved in 

IWOA by becoming a full-fledged IWOA member. 

 

If you’d like to join, please fill out the form on the 

right, and send in with your dues payment. 
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