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Don’t Miss This 
Important Event!

Tri-State Forest Stewardship Conference
Saturday, March 14, 2009
Sinsinawa Mound Center

585 County Road Z
Sinsinawa, Wisconsin 53824

$50/person 
Contact Jesse Randall (515) 294-1168 

randallj@iastate.edu or 
Jay Hayek (217) 244-0534 jhayek@illinois.edu 

Sessions offered:
Applying GIS/GPS to Your Woodlands

Chainsaw Use: Directional Felling and Storm Damage
Selling Carbon Credits

Chemistry 101: Forest Herbicides to use
Common Conifer Diseases
Basics of Timber Burning

Aquatic Vegetation Control
Tree Identification

Management Plans: Where to start and 
what to include

Pond Management
Christmas Trees as a Small Business: The Basics

Common Forest Insects
Savanna Restoration

Marketing Timber
Reducing Erosion in Your Woodlands
Managing Your Backyard Fruit Trees

Tips/Tricks to Grow Seedlings from Seed

Forest Fragmentation: a new concern
By Larry Wiley

The latest data from the Iowa Department of Agriculture shows that there 
are more farms in Iowa. Good!  Right?  Not necessarily. The data also 
shows that there are fewer and larger farms on one end of the spectrum, 
and more and smaller farms on the other end. Large factory farming 
is going under continuing consolidation, while small hobby farms and 
specialty ag cropping keep growing.

Another subtext of this trend is that Iowa forests, already minimal, are 
being broken up - fragmented - at an alarming rate. Reasons include 
situations where family estates are broken up among survivors, people 
buying up a few acres for hunting or other recreation, and exurban 
development, where people build their McMansions right in the middle of 
an otherwise pristine environment.

The changes are dramatic and accelerating. In 1990, the average 
woodland parcel was 31 acres, owned by 55,000 families. By 2004, the 
average parcel was a mere 12 acres, owned by an exponentially large 
138,000 families. Everyone wants their quaint little cottage - or castle - in 
the woods, to 
the detriment of 
the whole forest. 
The impact on 
the ecosystem 
comes in many 
big, bad wolf 
disguises. 

Continued 
on page 2

“Man the earth-mover who manages terrain with the thought that what is good for him must be good for all living things,
 man who cannot tolerate any form of life that he feels might threaten his survival, does not realize that when he 

destroys an old and stable balance he unwittingly destroys himself. 
If he only knew it, he is as dependent on dead stubs as the pileated woodpeckers themselves.”

“If dead aspen are important to woodpeckers, then they are important to me”
—Sigurd F. Olsen from Listening Point
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 1.  Woodlots as an extension of the lawn may impact
    wildlife diversity.
 2.  Mowing or other activities may damage trees leading to
    stress and disease.
 3.  Dead trees or “snags” may be removed, resulting in    

   loss of cavity habitat.
 4.  Compressed or limited habitat may negatively impact
    some wildlife.
 5.  Pets - such as feral cats and wild dog packs - may
    become more prevalent, adversely impacting wildlife.
 6.  More edge habitat may increase predation on some
    wildlife species.
 7.  More roads result in more road kill, not only deer and
    coon, but toads, snakes and wooly bear caterpillars
    crossing the road.
 8.  Some migrating song birds require large forested
    areas for habitat, and stay away from a checkerboard
    landscape.
 9.  Invasive species planted by exurbanites will impact the   

   native species and spoil the natural beauty of the land.
10. Introduced disease will spread, resulting in unsightly
    dead patches of trees.
11. Unsightly brush and undergrowth may proliferate and
	 			clog	the	forest,	making	it	difficult	for	tree	species	to					
			grow,	and	also	making	it	difficult	to	enjoy	the	woods.						
			(Can	you	say,	“Multiflora	rose”?)

12. Roads and dwellings increase water runoff, leading to
    soil erosion.
13.	Less	filtration	of	water	runoff	increases	pollution.
14. Less carbon dioxide is consumed, less oxygen     

   released as trees are lost.
15. Air pollution increases as people inhabit the pristine
    woods.
16. Unmanaged forests become seed beds for invasive
    and undesirable plants which may impact neighboring
    forests.
17. Shade intolerant oak and walnut will be replaced by
    shade tolerant species.
18. Loss of oak habitat impacts wildlife diversity.
19. Damage caused by insect and disease may spread to
    nearby woodlands.
20. Neglected forest land may diminish what could be a
    valuable family legacy. 

Forest Fragmentation: a new concern
Continued from page 1

Think Safety
By Larry Wiley

Deep snow can be more 
than a nuisance.  It can be dangerous.  While 
working in the woods recently in over a foot of 
snow, I was amazed at how many hazards are 
hidden.  I frequently encountered brush or sticks, 
small logs, stumps, etc.  Each seems to be trying 
its best to topple me over.  This is not a good time 
to be walking with a running chain saw.  It’s best 
to either lock the chain break or shut the saw off, 
even if only moving a short distance.  Using chain 
saw chaps and other safety apparel and equip-
ment is also advised.

Even a small amount of snow can hide a slick 
patch of ice.  I don’t have to tell you that ice is 
hazardous.  However, a surprise patch of ice can 
be much more dangerous.   Be aware of the con-
ditions and use extreme caution when necessary.  
Carrying a chain saw or an armful of wood only 
adds to the risk.

Brush can be a hazard on its own, without being 
hidden from view.  Once a tree is on the ground 
the process of liming begins.  Brush will soon 
accumulate under foot.  Considerable activity 
is required in the area, especially when cutting 
firewood.  It’s best to take a few minutes to clear 
away some of the brush, rather than risking an 
opportunity to trip.  Save your trips for somewhere 
warm and sunny.

The winter season provides many neat things 
in the woods, sights only apparent when winter 
snows arrive.  However, to enjoy them requires a 
bit more exertion.  Use caution and be sure you 
are up to the challenge. 

Be safe and enjoy the woods.
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Deer Depredation Program
By Gary Harman

Last summer three part-time people were added to the two full-time depredation positions within the DNR.  In 2008, 
there were 94 more complaints with 51 of those having excessive damage.  The total number participating in the 
program was 496, an increase of 201 over 2007.  Of the 496 landowners, only 399 utilized depredation licenses.  The 
number of available depredations licenses was 14,802, up 5,533 from 2007.  Issued licenses were 5,191, up 1,303 
from 2007.  Deer killed with these licenses: 2,736, up 955 from 2007.  Shooting permits (Shooting any time in or out 
of the normal hunting seasons):  1,271 were offered, up 971 from 2007.  Permits issued were 1,038, up 738 from 

2007.  Deer killed with shooting permits were 335, up 287 from 2007.
 
There was a large increase in the number of shooting permits offered, issued and 
deer killed; however, the success ration is only about 1/3 of the licenses were filled.  
This is below the depredation license success ratio of a little over 1/2.
 
The forestry people have developed guidelines specific to woodlands for assessing 
deer damage to reach the threshhold for the DNR to make depredation licenses 
available.  Woodland landowners need to work with your district forester and your 
DNR depredation biologist to get approved for the deer depredation licenses.
 
The numbers of deer harvested, herd size and so on for the end of 2008 has not 
been put together yet as the last season just ended January 25, 2009. 

In the May 2008 issue of TimberTalk, Paul Tauke, chief of IDNR Forestry 
Bureau, wrote an article about a proposed effort for sustained funding 
for	natural	resources	in	Iowa.	You	can	find	that	issue	online	on	the	IWOA	
website: http://www.iowawoodlandowners.org/news.shtml

A legislative bill would constitutionally dedicate and protect 3/8 of a penny 
of Iowa’s sales tax to natural resources. This bill would eventually need 
to be put before a vote of the Iowa people. If the people of Iowa pass the 
initiative, the 3/8 of a cent tax would be put into place the next time there is 
a statewide sales tax increase and could not be used for any other purpose 
than natural resource conservation and management. 

Take a little time to understand this proposal and encourage your friends and 
neighbors to support it when it comes time to vote. If you have questions 
about this legislative effort, contact Paul Tauke at 515/242-6898 or email  
Paul.Tauke@dnr.iowa.gov

Sustainable Funding
The 3/8-cent tax for Iowa’s Natural Resources
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The T T Torch is Passed…  
By Bev Brink, past Timber Talk editor

No, I’m not stuttering, but I am excited to 
announce our new Timber Talk editors. 

Barb Cooey and David Overby, Dubuque and 
Peosta, teamed up and bravely volunteered to 
take on the Timber Talk editorship challenge.  
The IWOA Board of Directors met them at 
their January 17 meeting in Amana, and 
are	confident	that	Barb	and	David	have	the	
experience, talent, and passion to continue 
and even improve Timber Talk, keeping IWOA 
members and Iowa Tree Farmers informed, 
connected, empowered, and entertained.  
 
A little about your new TT editors…

Barb is an inveterate outdoors person with 
experience as a Boy Scout leader and leader 
of backpack trips in Idaho, Colorado, and 
Wyoming. She recently hiked the Superior 
Hiking Trail from Duluth, MN, to Canada.  Barb 
also	has	enjoyed	working	as	a	volunteer	for	
Alaska’s Iditarod Sled Dog Race and GPS 
mapper of the Continental Divide Trail for Backpacker 
Magazine. “My most rewarding experience has been 

working with troubled teens in wilderness therapy,” Barb 
says	about	a	seasonal	job	she’s	held	since	2007.	She	was	
the band director at Andrew, Iowa, 1999-2005 and now 

substitute teaches in the Dubuque school 
system.
 
David	was	a	journalist	for	30	years,	editing	
newspapers in Charles City and Clinton, and 
a local magazine in Dubuque. He lives on his 
family farm outside Dubuque, with over 100 
acres of woodland and 40 acres of prairie. He 
serves on the Dubuque County Library Board, 
and was chairman of Dubuque’s passenger rail 
committee working to bringing Amtrak back 
to Dubuque. He was the band director at the 
University of Dubuque from 2000-2004.
 
I know you will welcome and support them 
as editors of Timber Talk.  David and Barb 
encourage you to share your ideas and 
suggestions with them, and they look forward 
to getting to know you over the next months 
and years.

BarB Cooey
blcooey@yahoo.com

563-542-2475
DavID overBy  

dsoverby@msn.com
563 588-2336

Forestry budget looking at $260,000 shortfall
By David Overby
				In	an	interview	toward	the	end	of	January,	Iowa	DNR	Forestry	Bureau	Chief	Paul	Tauke	said	the	Forestry	Bureau,	just	
like	all	other	state	agencies,	is	watching	the	debate	in	the	Iowa	Legislature	over	the	major	funding	cuts	on	the	horizon.
    Tauke said the Forestry Bureau is looking at an eight percent, or a drop of $260,000, in next year’s budget.
				He	said,	“We	can	give	up	certain	things	for	a	year	or	two,”	but	was	not	confident	these	kinds	of	cuts	can	be	
sustainable. They can put off buying new equipment to replace old items, but eventually, pieces will have to be 
replaced.
    Because the state budget discussions are taking up so much of the legislators’ time and attention, not much else 
- at least in the forestry arena - is being broached. 
    For example, changing the way the forestry preserve tax is handled is not on the table 
this legislative session. However, Tauke said there are other issues on the local level at 
which they are looking. One issue is the movement in Iowa County to charge landowners 
a fee to have their land put in forest preserve. Tauke said it might not seem like a big thing 
right now but, “The concern I might have is that other counties may see what Iowa County 
is trying to do, and copy them.” This could spread in peculiar ways and mean there would 
be a patchwork of tax and fee approaches in Iowa.



3

Acorns Good, and Good For You
By Barb Cooey

Have you ever bitten into an acorn only to quickly spit it out 
because of the awful, bitter taste? Acorns can taste good 
if they are leached before eating to remove the tannic acid 
which causes them to taste bitter. After leaching, they can 
easily	be	made	into	nutritious	flour.	Acorns	are	sources	of	
protein, carbohydrates and fats, as well as the minerals 
calcium, phosphorus and potassium, and the vitamin 
niacin.	Acorn	flour	is	heavy	and	when	baked,	will	crumble	if	
not	mixed	with	a	lighter	flour	like	white	or	wheat.

acorn Flour
Shell acorns and crack into small pieces. Put into a pan 
of already boiling water to remove tannin. In about 10 
minutes, or when water becomes discolored. (Putting in 
cold	water	before	boiling	tends	to	lock	in	the	tannic	acid.)	
Strain the acorn meats and place in another pan of already 
boiling water. Repeat this process until the nutmeats no 
longer taste bitter, usually 3-4 times. Drain and dry in 
a dehydrator or put in a pan in an electric oven at 100 
degrees	or	gas	oven	with	just	the	pilot	light	lit.	Do	this	for	
24-30 hours or until nuts are very hard and dry. Grind in a 
flour	mill.	Store	in	an	airtight	container.	According	to	Dan	
Fisher, Jack Mountain Bushcraft and Guide Service, wet 
meal can be used immediately in a recipe. 

Acorn Muffins

Sift together:
1 cup acorn flour
1 cup wheat flour
4 t. baking powder
½ t. salt
1 T. sugar (or substitute maple syrup)
Mix together:
1 egg
1 cup milk
¼ cup melted butter (plus butter for greasing tins)

Preheat oven to 425 degrees. Combine dry and wet 
ingredients	until	smooth.	Smooth	into	greased	muffin	
tins. Bake 20-25 minutes or until toothpick comes out 
dry.
John Muir called dry acorn cakes “the most compact 
and strength giving food” he had ever used. What 
better way is there to get to know your trees than to 
live under them and eat from their bounty?
http://www.wikihow.com/Make-Acorn-Flour
http://www.jackmountainbushcraft.com/acornbread

New IWOA Hats Available
Solid are tan w/green embroidering or 

green w/ white embroidering
Mesh are brown w/green embroidering or

 green w/white embroidering
 Hats are $12.00 each plus shipping 

ConTaCT:  Tom Rosenberger  
1724 12th St., nW  Cedar Rapids, Ia  52405-1202
319 364 3711 or e-mail tomdr4trees@msn.com

or watch for us at the Forest Field Days
Tee shirts and Sweatshirts are also available by contacting

 Mr. Lynn Henry 
dlh Grafx

604 north Jefferson   Indianola, Ia  50125
515-962-1899 

This green, three-panel, 36 inch tall display 
board was recently purchased by IWOA to 
use at the many events around the state 

throughout the year. The Velcro backing allows 
all manner of displays to be attached, making it 

flexible to meet diverse needs.
(Photo by Larry Wiley)

from Helen Wilke’s “My Favorite Recipes from the Wild”
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His hogs go nuts over acorns
 
(Ed. note - The following was excerpted from a story by Lynn Betts in the 2009 February/March issue of 
“Our Iowa” magazine)
 
    At over $50 a bushel for acorns, the experiment by Jude Becker, Dyersville, to feed hogs acorns may seem a bit of 
a	stretch,	but	selling	them	for	$3,000	apiece	should	justify	the	endeavor.
    Back when hogs used to roam free, acorns were a natural part of their diet. Becker is carrying on that kind of old-
world tradition as the only farmer in the country to include acorns in his hogs’ rations. Some of the nation’s top chefs 
are willing to pay $3,000 apiece for them.
    Last year Becker raised 90 of the Berkshire and Berkshire/Chester White hogs that averaged that price.
    He starts feeding the pigs acorns from the time they’re small. Over their lifetime, these porkers eat about 400 
pounds of acorns, 60 percent of their diet.
    Becker marketed 6,000 hogs last year, all free-range organically fed. His company, Becker Lane Organic Farm, sells 
to meat shops and restaurants across the country. But these 90 acorn-edition hogs became a hot item a few years 
ago when a company in Norwalk started a business to produce prosciutto, a kind of acorn-based pork which has 
been produced in Europe for about 2,000 years. Herb and Kathy Eckhouse, owners of the Norwalk company, La Quer-
cia	(trans:	The	Oak	in	Italian),	marketed	the	acorn-fed	prosciutto	to	48	partners	around	the	country,	mainly	chefs	and	
restaurants who were looking for this product.
				The	customers	received	the	fresh	cuts	first,	while	other	cuts	were	being	cured.	The	cured	cuts	were	then	shipped	
throughout the next 18 months as they were ready. Internationally, prosciutto sells for $15-$30 a pound, topping out at 
$160 a pound for the best cuts.
    Can the average Iowa woodland owner make money off their oak forests by selling acorns to hog farmers? This 
niche may be small, and only for the elite, but it does serve as an example of how you can discover and or develop 
forest products to supplement your income.
				Now,	if	we	can	just	beat	the	squirrels	and	turkeys	and	deer	and	bluejays	to	those	little	nuts....



I bought 10 trees which I planted in April of 2000. They 
were 18” when planted and the six surviving trees 
range from 10-15’. They give no 
indication that they will have a 
rounded shape at maturity, nor, 
in my opinion, do they much 
resemble Black Ash. Black Ash 
have black buds, Manchurian Ash 
have dark brown buds. Also, Black 
Ash normally have nice uniform 
branching patterns and a central 
leader. My Manchurian Ash do 
maintain	a	central	leader	(sometimes	with	my	help),	but	
instead of any uniform growth on its side branches, it 
is covered up and down the trunk with what I would 
describe as little spur branches (a 2 yr old branch might 
be	10”	long	and	stunted	looking).		This	makes	the	trees	
very narrowly columnar and, frankly, a little unattractive.

There is some indication that these trees will have more 
normal growth higher up, with side branches having 
more rapid growth.  As for some of the other identifying 
characteristics, I have never thought of these trees as 
having light green leaves.  They have always seemed 
(and this is where it would be nice to walk or ride out and 
look	at	the	trees	to	verify)	darker	than	usual,	particularly	
on the upper surface.  I have not noticed yellow fall 
color, but again, I wish I could verify this by looking. My 
guess is that like Green and Black Ash, which are also 
described as having yellow fall color, they rarely do.  
Instead, they dry and fall with little coloring at all.

The bark on my young trees is light brown and rather 
smooth as described, but one identifying characteristic 
which	had	not	been	mentioned	was	the	first	year	growth	
of bark is a light tan with pale yellow overtones.  Unique, 
I think.  None of my trees have produced any seeds yet, 
which I’m certain will be the typical helicopter-like seeds 
referred to as keys; but when they do, I’ll certainly plant 
them.

As for why only 6 of 10 trees lived, I don’t really recall.  
When you plant several hundred small trees a year, after 
presoaking the roots in a slurry of polymer that absorbs a 
lot of water and slowly releases it after planting, they are 
often on their own.
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Non-native tree of the quarter
By Tom Brady

Manchurian ash  Fraxinus mandshurica     
 
Have you even heard of Manchurian Ash, let alone seen 
one?  I certainly hadn’t until I bought mine.  Reference 
literature describes the tree as medium in height; 
although the tree catalog I bought from says “up to 90’,” 

which is hardly medium. The leaves 
are compound, as are nearly all ashes. 
They are 8-12” long with, according to 
the	picture,	9	leaflets.		The	leaves	are	
described as light green with yellow 
fall color. The tree is hardy to Zone 3. 
Much of the information is from North 

Dakota	which	would	seem	to	confirm	this.	It’s	described	
as densely branched with a rounded form. It’s also 
described as lollypop shaped with a sturdy trunk. The 
tree is compared to our Black Ash and has been crossed 
with that tree to create several hardy varieties. The 
bark of Manchurian Ash is light brown on young trees 
maturing	to	light	gray	with	shallow	fissures.
 
One interesting study gives some 
indication the Manchurian Ash has 
high resistance to the Emerald Ash 
Borer	(EAB).	To	summarize:	Michigan	
State University planted 125 Ash trees 
in the heart of the EAB infestation. 
The percent of dead and dying trees 
were as follows: 64% of the Green Ash, 51% of the 
White Ash, 85% of the Black Ash/Manchurian Ash, 
and 11% of the Manchurian Ash. One hundred twenty-
five	trees	hardly	makes	a	scientific	study,	but	since	the	
Manchurian Ash and the EAB are from the same area, 
Northeast Asia, it makes sense that this tree would have 
some immunity.  Researchers will do further study to try 
to take advantage of this apparent immunity.  They were 
puzzled that the hybrid Manchurian/Black Ashes nearly 
all died.

If you recall, I’m trying to write about my non-native 
Ashes before they are killed by the EAB. This is my third 
of four articles, and to be real honest, I wasn’t much 
impressed with Manchurian Ash until I read the research 
indicating some immunity to EAB.
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IWOA Website:
www.iowawoodlandowners.org

March 2009 Issue.   Vol. 19, No. 1
TimberTalk is a newsletter published 
3 times per year that serves members
of the Iowa Woodland Owners Association
and the Iowa Tree Farmers Association 

IWOA invites you to join Iowa Woodland Owners. 
__ Member $20 - woodland owner, voting
__ Assoc. Member $20 – non-woodland owner, non-voting
__ Contributing Member $50 – woodland owner, voting 
__ Contributing Assoc. Member $50+, 

non-woodland owner, non-voting

Name: _______________________________________
Address: _____________________________________
City: _________________________________________
State: ____________________  Zip: _______________
Home phone: _________________________________
Email address: ________________________________
Number of forest acres you own: ___________

Is your land in the forest reserve program?_______
Are you a certified tree farmer? _________________
__  I am interested in volunteering for IWOA 

committees and/or events in the future
__  I am interested in serving on the IWOA Board 

of Directors and/or learning more about the 
Board of Directors’ responsibilities.

IWOA Membership Application
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Mail this completed form and check to:  
Cathy Wilkie
iWOa Membership Secretary, 
204 Park Rd, iowa City, ia 52246
cat_wilkie@yahoo.com
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Calendar of Events

March 14, 2009 Tri-State Forest Stewardship 
Conference   Sinsinawa, WI.  For more info: http://
web.extension.uiuc.edu/state/calendar_event.
cfm?EventID=46574

September 11, 2009 IWOA Annual Conference 
and Field Day   Dallas Center, Iowa.  For 
more info check the IWOA website www.
iowawoodlandowners.org

Date Change for the NIFAC 
March meeting!  
The new date is Tuesday March 24, still at Kerns 
Locker in Edgewood at 6:30 PM.  Rhonda Kendrick 
will be the featured speaker on the current lumber 
market.  Richard Kittelson,  Communications 
Officer

Barb Cooey, co-editor
blcooey@yahoo.com

David Overby, co-editor
dsoverby@msn.com




