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Emerald Ash Bore 
Continues to Inch 
Toward Iowa 
by Tom Woodruff, 
Davenport 

At the IWOA Annual 
Conference, Lisa Hoffman, 
District Forester, reported 
that the ash borer is 
spreading westward as 
shown by recent captures 
in Illinois and Wisconsin. 
Many Iowa communities are 
being encouraged to set up 
a task force to have plans 
in place should it enter their 
community.  There is no 
present cure in spite of claims 
being made for its prevention. 
No knowledgeable agency 
in Iowa recommends a 
treatment action at this time.  
IWOA will stay on top of this 
serious issue and advise of 
any further recommendation 
and community who has an 
action plan in place.
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These IWOA officers were elected to serve another year in their current positions

IWOA invites you to join Iowa Woodland Owners.  
__  Member $20 - woodland owner, voting
__  Assoc. Member $20 – non-woodland owner, non-voting
__  Contributing Member $50 – woodland owner, voting 
__  Contributing Assoc. Member $50+, 
 non-woodland owner, non-voting 
Name: _______________________________________
Address: _____________________________________
City: _________________________________________
State: ____________________  Zip: _______________
Home phone: _________________________________
Email address: ________________________________
Number of forest acres you own: ___________ 
Is your land in the forest reserve program?_______
Are you a certified tree farmer? _________________
__  I am interested in volunteering for IWOA 
 committees and/or events in the future
__  I am interested in serving on the IWOA Board 
 of Directors and/or learning more about the  
 Board of Directors’ responsibilities.

IWOA Membership Application
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Mail this completed form and check to:  
CAThy WILkIe
IWOA Membership Secretary, 
204 Park Rd, Iowa City, IA 52246   
cat_wilkie@yahoo.com

Shimek Forest – Site of IWOA 
Annual Conference & Field Day 
by Tom Woodruff from the presentation by 
John Byrd, Forester at Shimek State Forest

To aid in our appreciation of the afternoon Shimek 
forest tour during the IWOA Annual Conference 
and Field Day on September 18, John introduced 
attendees to the park’s 9000 acres located in far 
southeast Iowa.  Started in 1935, Shimek is now 
one of the two largest contiguous forests in Iowa 
including approximately 700 acres of conifers. 

They  have an active management plan  with 
emphasis on demonstration sites. Visitors can find 
all areas of activity in Shimek - camping, hunting, 
biking, horse trails, fishing, picnicking and driving. 
Wild turkey introduction efforts started in 1966 have 
been so successful that within 10 years turkeys 
were being trapped and shipped to other locations. 
Overall, Shimek is a beautiful Iowa area with its 
rolling hills, ponds and huge areas of  solitude.

New IWOA Directors and IWOA Officers Continue
Don Smith, Crawfordsville –  
Don lives in and has worked in 
business in the Crawfordsville 
area for many years. His 
woodland interests began 
in 1992 primarily in growing 
hardwoods and involvement 
in the walnut certification 
program. He and wife Sheila 
have a son and daughter 
and have been woodland 
members for many years.

David Bartemese, Urbandale – David grew up in the hills/trees of West Virginia moving 
with his work to the Des Moines area where he later retired. After a short period back in 
WV for family reasons, he returned to Iowa to convert, as nearly as is possible, 60 acres 
of land in Wayne County to it’s original and natural forest and prairie. David and wife-
teacher Cora have 3 married sons and 9 grandkids and have been members of IWOA 
for 8 years.

Dave hannon, Anamosa – Dave retired from a professional career and has been an 
active tree farmer since 1988. He is involved in the CRP program and is converting 
portions of his 87 acres to hardwoods from pasture. After a try at organic farming he 
found that “he just loves trees”. He and wife Beverly have six adult kids and have been 
contributing members of IWOA for years.

A big round of appreciation goes to the three out-going IWOA Directors:  Ace Hendricks, 
Keith Sparks, and Steve Hansen.  These three individuals have served two 3-year terms 
and have made significant positive contributions to IWOA and woodland owners across 
Iowa by their good judgment, wise leadership, and various efforts that support woodland 
owners and promote Iowa forestry. 

Left to Right: Don, David, and Dave



Think Safety 
by Larry Wiley, Palo   

Every now and then we 
hear a news report where 
a search and rescue is 
taking place to find a 
missing person.  Many 
times there is only a vague 

idea of where the person may be. As a result a 
search may be conducted over a wide area. Life 
saving time can be lost searching in the wrong 
places.  A small amount of communication could 
make the process significantly easier and much 
safer for the missing individual.

When heading for the woods it is important to let 
some one know the specific area you will be in.  This 
is most important if you will be alone. Regardless 
of the activity, whether working, hunting or just 
taking a hike, bad things can happen.   It’s equally 
important to let someone know what your plans 
are, including what you will be doing, when you 
are leaving and what time you plan to return.  
These are simple communications and are not 
only important for your safety but also a courtesy 
to others who care about you.

A cell phone could be a life saving tool in the event 
of an emergency. However, it must be carried on 
your body to be available if needed.  Help is as 
close as your cell phone. A phone on the truck 
seat is of little value if your leg is pinned under 
a log or you fall from a tree stand.  A cell phone 
also provides a communication link for your family 
and loved ones in case there is an emergency at 
home.  When hunting, the phone can be set to a 
silent/vibration mode so as not to spoke game in 
the event of an incoming call.  Or set to a loud/
vibration ring mode when operating equipment.  
Even then it may not be heard, so it is important 
to occasionally check for missed calls in case 
someone needs your help.

This is the time of year when many of us spend 
more time in the woods.  It’s also a good time to 
bone up on our communication skills.

Be safe and enjoy the woods. 

Timber Talk
Woodland Owners 
Represented On 

Governor’s Deer Study 
Advisory Committee 

by Ace Hendricks, Ackworth 
 

The Iowa Woodland Owner’s Association 
was asked for representation and input 

in helping to design deer management 
policy for the Iowa Department of Natural 

Resources. The Governor’s Office of Chet Culver 
extended the invitation to two state senators, two 
state representatives and fourteen public and private 
organizations to bring new policy to the General 
Assembly by January of 2009.

   The organizational two-day session was scheduled 
on September 16 &17 in Ames. The task at that time 
was to review the research and knowledge of deer in 
Iowa, discuss important issues for the deer program 
and issues to be reviewed.

Our second session was planned as an assessment 
of public opinion concerning the number of deer and 
the impact and value of Iowa’s deer population. 

Session three was designed to cover the current status 
of the Iowa deer population, harvest and population 
management programs as well as a review of deer 
management challenges of programs of other mid-
western states. 

Session four will be devoted to the economic impact 
and value of Iowa’s deer population and the cost of 
damage to all crops caused by deer.

The ultimate goal is to reach a consensus of 
stakeholders to establish a satisfactory direction 
for Iowa’s deer population and its impact on Iowa’s 
citizens.

Updates from the committee work will be posted on 
our IWOA website: www.iowawoodlandowners.org

Please free to contact me. I welcome your suggestions 
or questions. Ace Hendricks 515 961-8157 judenace@
fbx.com
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The Black Walnut Capital of the  
World – Stockton, MO 
Adapted from article in American Profile magazine

The small town of Stockton, 
Missouri, with a population of 
1,960 located 135 miles SE of 
Kansas City,  is the Black Walnut 
Capital of the World, or so they 
say.  The Hammons family 
there has been buying, shelling and selling black walnuts 
since 1945, for more than 60 years. Their family business, 
Hammons Products , is a cornerstone of the community as 
it currently employs 90 worwalnuts each year, and is the 
largest employer in Stockton. http://www.black-walnuts.
com  This year they sponsored the 48th Annual Black 
Walnut Festival that runs for four days in late September.  
Even includes a terrapin race. 

For a glance at the events scheduled over the 4-day event, 
go to the Stockton Chamber of Commerce website: http://
www.stocktonmochamber.com/ScheduleofEvents.html    
Besides info about the festival you will be able to learn 
more about this black walnlut town.
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Deer Depredation  
by Tom Woodruff, Davenport

At the IWOA Fall Conference and Field 
Day, Dr Jesse Randall, ISU Extension 

Forester, reported that Iowa deer 
numbers are generally down. A task 
force has been formed and a “Form 

for Analysis” of deer damage has been 
developed. It is available on the ISU extension website. 
Jesse suggested that the very basis and staring point for 
assessing damages is your woodland management plan. 
The system works with you making a call about damages 
to the Iowa DNR Forestry Supervisor, Paul Tauke (515-
242-6898  Paul.Tauke@dnr.iowa.gov)  who will refer your 
situation to one of the five (5) IDNR depredation biologists 
now on staff.

After investigation and form completion, the DNR will 
recommend payment or non-payment of costs exceeding 
$1000. This is a very simplified explanation but is a place 
to get started. You are encouraged to search out details 
from your forester and the ISU website. Reminder: Out-of-
season and In-season licenses are available. In the end, 
says Randall, deer management is doe management.

In an orchard there should be 
enough to eat, enough to lay 

up,  enough to be stolen,  
and enough to rot on the ground. 

- James Boswell

“
   “

Iowa Forest Land: 
More Owners, More Fragmentation 
Adapted from information in the 2007, Iowa’s 
Forest Health Report available on the DNR web 
site. http://www.iowadnr.com/forestry/ Thanks 
to Larry Wiley for bringing this to our attention.

Even though Iowa’s woodland acreage is currently 
increasing, it is becoming more fragmented and the 
trees one finds are more often the shade tolerant 
species. 

About 8% of Iowa’s is land classified as forest, 
according to 2006 Forest Inventory Data provided 
by the Forest Service. That translates into about 
3.0 million acres. Most of Iowa’s forest land, 90%, 
is privately owned by 138,000 landowners. In 1990, 
there were 55,000 forest landowners in Iowa that 
owned on average of 31 acres of forest land. By 
2004, only 14 years later, the number of forest 
landowners increased to 138,000 with an average 
of 12 acres of forested land.  It’s a troubling change 
with decided consequences. Fragmentation. Less 
diversity in wildlife.  Fewer oak/hickory trees.  More 
maple/ash/basswood trees. 

Development is further fragmenting the forest cover 
in Iowa. This will make it more difficult to manage 
the forest resource, as there will be so many more 
people with different opinions and various levels 
of knowledge or dedication for how they want 
their forest to grow and what level of care they are 
prepared to give it.



TimberTalk Editor Brink  
Gives Board Notice  
by Bev Brink, Elkader,  Timber Talk Editor 

When my IWOA Board term expires in September 2009, I 
will no longer be serving as TimberTalk editor. I feel  good 
about how our newsletter has become a valuable tool 
for getting information out to members and for helping 
to bond us together as a group with a common interest. 
The continuation of our newsletter is of paramount 
importance.

In the meantime, between now and September 2009, I 
would like someone to volunteer to be TimberTalk editor. 
Over this coming year, I will work as a partner with that 
person to show him/her the ropes and co-produce the 
newsletters for February and May 2009. 

Qualifications? The job needs someone who is 
passionate about trees and Iowa woodlands, who enjoys 
communicating with others, and who is willing to look 
at each Timber Talk as a new challenge and project to 
manage for the good of all 500 IWOA members and 1200 
Iowa Tree Farmers who receive the newsletter. The editor 
needs a computer with Internet access, writing skills 
of course, and email. Each issue of the newsletter will 
require a few hours of your time, but will be well worth 
it in the gratitude you will get in return from woodland 
owners who appreciate the information it shares about 
woodland management and up-coming events, and who 
enjoy the community spirit it brings.

The editor does not have to originate and write every 
article. Several  IWOA members, DNR staff, and ISU 
Extension staff willingly write timely and informative 
articles, often with accompanying photos, and help 
proof the newsletter as needed.  So, going into the job, 
you already have reporters and feature writers, including 
the Safety Corner, Non-Native Tree of the Quarter, and 
Legislative Update. What I am saying is you are 
not on your own. It is a team with you at 
the helm.

I invite you to consider serving as 
TimberTalk Editor.  Feel free to contact me 
if you would like more details about what is 
involved or how to apply for this position.   

Bev Brink bbrink@alpinecom.net   
Phone 319-331-6117

Oak Wilt & Tatters  
Thanks to Tom Woodruff for his notes 
from the IWOA Annual Meeting

Oak wilt is still with us as science continues to 
review cause and cure.  Oak tatters has now 
been traced to crop treatment chemicals (pre-
emergent type).  It is interesting that tatters 
is occurring on oak because of the chemical 
application coinciding with the specific 
period of oak growth. Word is that companies 
are changing their 
formulas as there 
may also be an effect 
on soybeans - the 
crop effected that 
will certainly result in 
suppliers making the 
necessary chemical 
changes. 

Aquia Energy Kicks Off Year Two of 
Power Of trees 
submitted by Bev Brink, Elkader

Excerpted from Aquila’s Connected newsletter, 
May 2008 When properly paced, according to the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture, trees can shade 
and cool homes and businesses. This can lower 
energy costs by up to 20 percent.

Last year, Aquila and community volunteers planted 
630 trees. In one year alone, those 630 trees will 

absorb more than 233 tons of CO2 from the air we 
breathe and remove 1562 pounds of air pollutants from 
the atmosphere. They also save 13,994 kilowatts of 
energy, enough to power a 50-watt light bulb 24 hours 

a day for more than 32 years.
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IWOA Dues Hike 
by Bev Brink, Elkader and IWOA Board Member 
 
Since the inception of IWOA back in 1987 the dues have been  
$10 for members.  No change for 21 years. Back in 1987 you 
could buy a lot more for $10 than you can these days. 

As you know IWOA has been active in promoting Iowa forestry 
and helping bring communications and events to IWOA 
members that will help them achieve their woodland goals, and 
the momentum to do good things for Iowa forestry continues. 

You might be wondering how IWOA 
spends money. Here are a few 

examples, the Timber Talk 
newsletter, the IWOA website, and 

field days.  These efforts need funds.  

In order to maintain what we have going and to venture into 
new and important activities that will benefit IWOA members, 
the IWOA Board of Directors recommended and attendees at 
the September 19 IWOA Fall Conference voted to increase dues 
by $10, up to the amount of $20 per year for IWOA individual 
membership, beginning January 2009.  The dues for contributing 
members stays stable at $50 per year. 

These additional funds will make it possible for IWOA to do 
even more for its membership.  The IWOA Board of Directors 
invite you to talk with them about your ideas for making IWOA 
a stronger more influential organization that provides the 
leadership and support its members need.  The IWOA Board 
Members are listed on the IWOA website homepage:  http://
www.iowawoodlandowners.org     If you don’t have Internet, feel 
free to contact IWOA President Tom Rosenberger  319 364-3711 
tomdr4trees@msn.com
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by Paul Tauke, Iowa DNR

The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) and 
the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) are delivering 
new opportunities for Iowa private landowners.  

The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 
has announced that $500,000 of Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program (EQIP) funds will be set aside for forestry 
practices statewide in Iowa.  Landowners interested in 
utilizing these funds should contact their District Forester 
if they need a forest management plan developed for 
their property.  If you have a forest management plan you 
should sign up with your local NRCS office.  Because 
this sign-up is covered under the new Farm Bill, NRCS is 
currently developing the forms they will need in order to 
enroll cooperators.  Any landowner interested in enrolling 
in the program should ask their county office to place his/
her name on a list to be contacted when the forms are 
prepared and sign-up can begin.  Once sign-up begins it 
will be continuous until all funds are allocated. 

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) has announced that the 
Bottomland Hardwood Program (CP31) has added a 
twenty percent soil rental rate incentive, a practice incentive 
payment (PIP) and a sign-up incentive payment (SIP).  This 
means that if your soil rental rate is $200 per acre you 

would receive an additional $40 per acre rental payment for a 
total of $240 per acre each year for fifteen years.  The PIP pays 
an additional 40 percent cost-share incentive in addition to the 
50 percent that is currently provided by CRP.  The SIP payment 
is $100 per acre.  

FSA has also amended the soil rental rates for CRP.  Rate 
increases range from one to fifty dollars per acre with the 
majority of rates increasing twenty to thirty dollars per acre.  If 
you are interested in this continuous CRP practice contact your 
FSA, NRCS or District Forester office.  

Additionally, landowners in Allamakee, Clayton, Winneshiek 
and Fayette counties are eligible for participation in the CRP 
SAFE program.  This program has incentives similar to the 
Bottomland Hardwood Program and provides landowners in 
these counties the opportunities to enroll tree planting acres 
through the continuous CRP.

Go to (http://www.iowadnr.gov/forestry/district.html)  
to find your forester’s contact information  

or call 515-281-4924.   
If you need to reserve seedlings  

for a tree planting project contact the State Forest Nursery at  
515-233-1161 or order online at  

http://www.iowadnr.gov/forestry/nursery.html.

Existing Programs Deliver New Opportunities for Forest Landowners



I’ve missed a couple of 
quarterly articles. During the 
winter, my wife and I spent 
a couple of months in Texas 
trying to avoid our lousy winter 
and in the spring, I can’t come 
up with an excuse.  Maybe it 
rained that day.  In any case, 
for those who enjoy this article 

( and I know there are at least 3 of you, because you’ve 
written to me), I humbly apologize.

european Ash Fraxinus excelsior      

Continuing with my quest to write about my non-native 
ashes before the Emerald Ash Borer devours them, I’ve 
turned my attention to my European Ashes.  As for the 
Emerald Ash Borer, the introduction of a predatory wasp 
in Indiana or Michigan, or somewhere around there, 
makes me less pessimistic.  We’ll see.

European Ash, as its name implies, is native to Europe, 
including Great Britain.  It is uncommon in the United 
States, perhaps because our ashes are superior, 
especially as landscape plants.  This is primarily due to 
two factors:  (1) Its huge size, up to 150’ and (2) little or no 
fall color.  One publication says pale yellow, but my trees 
have literally no fall color.  The leaves fall off green!

European Ash has the typical Ash compound leaves.  The 
leaflets are smaller (2-3”) and more numerous (up to 15) 
than our native ashes.  They are noticeable darker green 
above and paler below.  The bark is smooth when young 
and is gray to gray-brown.  It becomes fissured when older.  
The buds are nearly black.  The flowers are pale purple and 
arrive before the leaves.  They are inconspicuous, having 
no petals.  Some trees need a pollinator to produce seed, 
some do not, according to the books.  The seed is the 
familiar ash keys, in large clusters.

I bought 10 trees that I planted in April of 2000.  Nine lived.  
The tenth tree was killed by deer during the rut season.  
(The more trees I plant, the more deer habitat I create.  In 
addition to the golf course, I have 85 acres of CRP ground 
converted to “wild life habitat”.  In 1998, I planted 12,000 
live trees and since then, have literally planted hundreds 
of thousands of various tree and shrub seeds.  Ten years 
later and it is nearing crown cover and believe me when 
I say it can hide a lot of deer.)  The trees were planted in 
a “no-mow” area on the golf course.  I think I’ve talked 
about no-mow areas, but if not, we cleverly call them that 
because we don’t mow them.  They are out of the way, at 
least theoretically, and serve as a nursery for small trees, 
unmolested by mowers, although they are sometimes run 
over by golf carts.

I like these trees.  Their potential size is not a problem, 
at least not to me, on the course.  I like the dark green 
color.  You can pick them out amongst other trees.  I might 
prefer fall color, but these trees keep their leaves late into 
the fall, long after their prettier American relatives have 
bare branches.  They seem perfectly hardy.  They’ve gone 
through several Iowa winters.  Their small leaflets are a 
plus on the golf course.  They are less likely to hide golf 
galls when they fall and are easily chopped up.

With its small, more numerous leaflets, European Ash 
has a delicate, almost feminine, appearance.  Perhaps 
as they approach 100’ (if they do), they might lose that 
characteristic.  Some of my trees are close to 20’ tall in 10 
years.  When they got 8-10’ tall, I moved them to the golf 
course proper with my tree spade.  None of my trees have 
flowered yet, so no seed.

Tom Brady, IWOA Member

P.S.  I would love to show any fellow tree lovers the trees 
I’ve written about and more.  I live in Pleasant Hill, Iowa (an 
eastern Des Moines suburb)  515.967.3496
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Non-Native Tree of the Quarter 
by Tom Brady, Pleasant Hill

Door Prize Winners from IWOA Annual Conference, Sept. 19, 2008 
provided by Tom Woodruff, Davenport
Stihl Gas Powered Blower provided by Small Engines Company, Gregg Redlin, Nancy Malice  (pictured here)
Blue Bird houses  - Lisa Hoffman  & Steve Earll           IWOA Sign - H.K. Edge
Nine other drawings for seed nuts - Oak, Horse Chestnuts, White Oak, Shellbark hickory.

A record numbers of 624 male gypsy 
moths were caught in Iowa traps in 

2008, easily surpassing the 175 male 
gypsy moths caught in 2007. The 
previous Iowa record of 371 was set 
in 1998.

Gypsy moth is one of the most 
notorious defoliating pests of the 

eastern hardwoods. The larvae of this 
insect will feed on the leaves of more than 300 
tree species during the summer, removing the 
trees ability to photosynthesize new “food.”  
Repeated defoliation that occurs several years 
in a row can lead to the decline and potential 
death of the tree. 

This has been a record catch year in neighboring states 
as well.  Minnesota trapped three times the number 
of gypsy moths as its previous record.  Wisconsin is 
reporting higher numbers of trapped male moths in 
counties just across the Mississippi River from Iowa’s 
Allamakee and Clayton counties.

Gypsy moth has established itself in eastern Wisconsin, 
and is beginning to move towards northeast Iowa. 
Through Iowa’s statewide trapping program and 
follow up treatments, gypsy moth has been kept from 
becoming established in Iowa.  However, there are now 
five counties (Allamakee, Clayton, Dubuque, Jackson 

and Clinton) within 60 miles of the current gypsy moth 
establishment boundary line.

Gypsy moth is a European insect introduced into New 
England more than 100 years ago.  Originally, gypsy moth 
larvae were brought to the United States to help provide 
silk for the textile industry since the native silk spinning 
caterpillars were susceptible to diseases.  Overtime, this 

exotic insect escaped and continues to spread 
west from the original introduction site in Medford, 
Mass.  

The Iowa Department of Agriculture, USDA Animal 
and Plant Health Inspection Service’s - Plant 

Protection and Quarantine program and the 
Iowa Department of Natural Resources 
Forestry Bureau, will be discussing 
the 2009 trapping season and will be 
working with the Gypsy Moth Slow the 

Spread Foundation to determine future 
management options.  It is important to 

note, that gypsy moth is not considered to be 
established in the state of Iowa. 

Visit www.iowadnr.gov and select the Forestry tab for more 
information on Gypsy Moths, future updates on Gypsy 
Moth, and other forest related pests.

For more information, contact Tivon Feeley, Iowa DNR 
Forest Health Program Leader, at 515-281-4915. 

A special thanks to the IWOA membership, ITF 
membership, fellow IWOA Board members and the 
Department of Natural Resources Bureau of Forestry 
staff. In the past six years I have been able to grow from 
a fledgling woodland owner to a more knowledgeable 
and motivated woodland manager thanks to the 
expertise and enthusiasm of all of you, especially the 
DNR district foresters throughout the state. 

I have had the privilege of working closely with Greg 
Heidebrink and Gary Beyer in my woodland. With their 
exuberant assistance, I am on my way to reaching some 
exciting management goals for oak regeneration. In my 
involvement with planning and attending field days, 

annual meetings and IWOA 
Board meetings, I have found 
DNR district foresters willing to 
help in any way, whether it was 
advice or presenting or guiding 
tours for others. 

The state of Iowa is very fortunate to have such a dedicated 
professional group of foresters to help private woodland 
owners. Since my term has expired, I am leaving the IWOA 
Board but plan to remain active in all forestry issues in the 
state. 

Hope to see you at upcoming field days!

5

Thanks For Six GreaT YearS!
by Ace Hendricks, IWOA Board Member, 2002-2008

Record Number Of Gypsy Moths Caught In Iowa 
by Tivon Feeley, Iowa DNR


